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Planning Board Seeks Revised
Plan For Westfield Super Store

Cranford High School
Sophomore Dies

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Cranford High
School sophomore Michael
DeLouisa, 16, passed away last Sun-
day. Michael completed his freshman
year at St. Mary’s High School in
Elizabeth and enrolled at Cranford
High School in September 2014. A
funeral service will be held today at
Krowicki McCracken Funeral Home,
2124 East Saint George Avenue, Lin-
den, according to his obituary. A fu-
neral mass will be offered at St. Mary’s
Church in Elizabeth at 10 a.m. En-
tombment will be in Rosedale Cem-
etery Mausoleum in Linden. He was
the son of Andrew and Elizabeth
DeLouisa.

Superintendent of Schools Gayle
Carrick gave the following statement
to The Westfield Leader on Tuesday.
“Although Michael DeLouisa had
only attended Cranford High School
for a few short months, in that time he
established many friends. He was
involved in school activities. He es-
tablished himself as a valued mem-
ber of our school community. His
teachers, classmates and friends at
Cranford High School will miss him.

Our thoughts and prayers are with
the DeLouisa family during this ex-
tremely difficult time. Our faculty
and staff understand that our highest
priority is providing support for our
students. Our district counselors are
available and we have welcomed ad-
ditional counselors. We are encour-
aging our students to reach out to
their parents, teachers, counselors and
clergy members for help.”

Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato said
at the Tuesday official meeting of the
township commttee, “We are not in-
sulated from difficult issues that face
society as a whole… Every so often
something happens that makes us
stop and take pause. We had a tragic
loss of a Cranford student this week.
I do not want to speak about the
specifics of the student. I want to
invite all of us to take a moment  to
celebrate and appreciate our children.
To hold them close and protect
them..."

The cause of Michael’s death was
not disclosed by Superintendent
Carrick or the Cranford Police De-
partment. The Union County
Prosecutor’s Office did not have any
information either.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The planning board
met on Wednesday evening for its
reorganization meeting followed by
the regular meeting to hear an appli-
cation for a preliminary and final
major site plan for a proposed
Westfield Super Store on North Av-
enue East. The proposed store, which

will be called Vine Ripe, will feature
Italian food specialties and also sell
fresh produce. It is to be located on
the former Lindeman Buick prop-
erty.

Westfield Super Store is seeking a
preliminary and final site-plan ap-
proval with variances to construct a
970-square-foot addition to the rear
of the existing 9,000-square-foot

building and to renovate the building
for use as a retail specialty food mar-
ket with new signs and associated site
improvements.

An accessory structure on the prop-
erty also will be repurposed for the
outdoor sale of seasonal items in con-
nection with the store. The applicant
is seeking variance relief. The town
code requires that all wall signs shall
not project above the top or beyond
the ends of the wall surface upon
which they are placed. Proposed are
two wall signs that project above the
top of the wall.

The board had some concern re-
garding the size and height of the two
signs to be placed on the sides of the
building. The applicant’s architect,
Sal Santoro, said he could adjust the
size and height of both signs to com-
ply with the board’s wishes.

The board also questioned the park-
ing arrangement for 83 parking spaces
and requested that six spaces be re-
moved near the front door to ensure a
safer pedestrian walkway. Project
engineer Catherine Mueller and store
owners Frank Bruno and Buddy
Sciandra agreed to that request. The
board also asked Stephen Hehl, the
applicant’s attorney, to come back to
the Monday, February 2 board meet-
ing with a revised site plan. The ap-
plicant agreed. The application will
be continued at the next meeting.

The board finished up a pending
application by Gialluisi Homes, lo-
cated at 631 Carleton Road, which
was seeking a minor subdivision ap-
proval to create two fully conform-
ing lots. All existing structures will
be demolished and a single-family
home will be constructed on each lot.
The application was approved with
conditions.
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Photo courtesy of Angela Ko
SUPPORTING WHS CHOIR…Westfield High School music students pose with
a batch of trees they dropped off at the Conservation Center as part of a
fundraiser in support of the upcoming choir and band performance tours to
Scotland/England and Austria/Czech Republic. More than 310 trees were picked
up from Westfield area homes by about 65 music students and parent volunteers.

Photo courtesy of Robert Cozzolina
SAY CHEESE…Mickey helps Lizz and Jake read their copy of The Westfield
Leader in Orlando at Disney World last week.

CF Opposes Pilgrim Pipeline;
Birchwood Permit Appeal Denied

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township com-
mittee passed a resolution opposing the
Pilgrim Pipeline at its official meeting
Tuesday. The Pilgrim Pipeline Com-
pany is proposing to build a new bidi-
rectional pipeline through the town-
ship that would transport crude oil and
refined petroleum products between
Albany, N.Y. and Linden, N.J. The

resolution stated a variety of concerns
regarding such a project, including
safety and the possibility of increased
flooding.

“I am concerned if this does pass,
additional chemicals will run through
our town,” said Isabelle Atwan, a Caro-
lina Street resident. She said her prop-
erty is very close to the train tracks that
transport oil products.

Mayor Andis Kalnins responded by
saying the chiefs of police and fire are
prepared in the event of a chemical
spill. He added that limiting such trans-
ports is “better for the community.”

Jennifer Kolarsick, organizer with
Water Watch, thanked the committee,
during its conference session, for op-
posing the pipeline.

The New Jersey Department of En-
vironmental Protection’s (DEP) per-
mit appeal for Cranford Development
Associates (CDA) to build a housing
development at 215 and 235 Birchwood
Avenue was denied and the township
has filed an appeal of that denial, Town-
ship Attorney Diane Dabulas said. Last
year, the DEP approved CDA permit
applications to build at the site, which
the township says is a wetland.

The township committee appointed
call members — Michael Anderson,
Timothy Meier, Robert Moran, III and
Mark Willis — to the Cranford Fire

Department. Commissioner Tom
Hannen, Jr. abstained from the vote.

During the conference session,
Mayor Kalnins said he would like to
begin the process for looking at the fire
chief. “What I would like to do is look
at the possibility of hiring a consultant,
similar to the police chief,” he said.

The committee approved the provi-
sion of a Three Wheel Mechanical
Broom Street Sweeper for the Depart-
ment of Public Works at a cost of
$174,690. The low bidder was US
Mechanical Supply, Inc.

The committee authorized an inter-
local services agreement with the Town-
ship of Winfield for 9-1-1 Dispatch
Services for 2015.

Joseph Farrone was appointed as a
laborer/driver within the Department
of Public Works.

Victoria Spurr was appointed as a
resident member of the Downtown
District Management Corporation for
a three-year term. Commissioner Rob-
ert D’Ambola was appointed chairper-
son of the Downtown District Manage-
ment Corporation for a one-year term.

The committee approved by resolu-
tion the mayor to sign the contract to
employ Police Chief James Wozniak.
He was appointed chief of police in
March 2014.

Garwood Faces $90K Hike
In Sewerage Auth. Fee

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough is fac-
ing a $90,000 increase, or about $45
per home, in the upcoming year from
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity (RVSA), council members were
told Tuesday.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco in-
formed the council of the looming
charge, which would mark the third
straight year the borough has seen a
significant spike. Ms. Todisco said she
had requested the borough’s represen-
tative to the RVSA, Planning Board
President Steve Greet, to appear at an
upcoming meeting to discuss the in-
crease.

The revelation came at the first meet-
ing this year of the full council, which
is unchanged from 2014 and had its
reorganization session January 2 under
new Mayor Charles Lombardo.

The seating arrangements on the dais
were noticeably different from last year,
with Council President Bill Nierstedt
and Jim Mathieu moving from the far
right side to positions on the left, trad-
ing seats with Ann Tarantino and Louis
Petruzzelli.

Ms. Todisco and Mike Martin’s seats
were unchanged.

The council deferred a decision re-
garding three properties that had been
encroaching upon the $3.2-million
Recreation and Sports Complex, for-
merly known as the Athletic Field Com-
plex or AFC, because of confusion as to
exactly which encroachments were
coming from which properties.

Borough Administrator Christina
Ariemma asked for instructions regard-
ing the property at 116 Myrtle Avenue,
whose asphalt driveway extends 10-
and-quarter feet onto the northeastern
boundary of the park.

The issue of removing the asphalt
and the cost, and whether that should
be billed to the homeowner, sparked a
debate over fairness and cost effective-
ness.

Since other encroachments had been
removed by homeowners at their own
expense, Mrs. Tarantino and Mr.
Nierstedt said it was unfair to have the
borough shoulder the cost while it did
not do the same for the homeowners
who complied with borough notices.
But Borough Attorney Bob Renaud
questioned the additional cost required
in terms of attorneys fees and the like-
lihood of being able to collect.

“I know of no statute that allows you
to put a lien on the property,” he said.

With Mr. Nierstedt leading the dis-
cussion, council members appeared to
agree that a chain-link fence should be
installed to demarcate the property line
and possibly repurpose the asphalted
area as a shuffleboard or some other
game location.

However, when council members
asked about the other encroachments –
which included sheds and stockade
fences, at 116 Myrtle as well as proper-
ties identified by Ms. Ariemma as 167
Myrtle and 119 Willow Avenue, uncer-
tainty erupted as to which still had
violations.

With Borough Engineer Don
Guarriello absent, and scheduled to
also be absent at the council’s next
meeting on Tuesday, January 27, the
council directed Ms. Ariemma to con-
tact Mr. Guarriello to obtain a full and
current list of remaining violations.

The newly created administrative
review committee, headed by Mrs.
Tarantino, said its first recommenda-
tions will be to add a part-time assistant
borough administrator’s position at a
cost of $3,000-$6,000 per year, and
slash the seniors program director
position’s salary in half from $10,000
to $5,000.

The assistant administrator’s posi-
tion will be duties added to someone
already on staff and will, in effect, serve
as an understudy to Ms. Ariemma in
case of vacation or other absence.

The reason for cutting the compen-
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS...Cranford Mayor Andis Kalnins pro-
claims January 23 as Human Trafficking Awareness Day. Wincey Terry, an
alumna of Benedictine Academy, and Celia Rizzo, a 10th-grade student of
Benedictine Academy, accepted the proclamation. Benedictine Academy has won
the Jefferson Award and the USA Character Award from USA Network for its
work to eradicate human trafficking.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
WESTFIELD CONTINGENT…Westfield elected officials join members of the Raritan Valley Rail Coalition to ride NJ
Transit’s first off-peak evening direct train to New York City on Monday night. Pictured, from left to right, are:Assembly
Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield), Tom Jardim of Westfield, Richard Andreski, Chief of Staff, NJ Transit
Rail Operations; Mayor Andy Skibitsky and Westfield Councilmen David Oliveira and Mark LoGrippo.


