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new engineer who were put in
place by the township commit-
tee. “They have all made great
strides,” he said.

Developing a plan for commu-
nication with citizens, moving
forward on stormwater manage-
ment projects, road improve-
ments and rail improvements,
and supporting the One-Seat
(train) Ride to New York City on
NJ Transit’s Raritan Valley Line
were some of the issues the
committee is looking to work on
in 2015, the mayor said.

In his conclusion, he welled
up as he thanked his family for
their support.

The mayoral appointments of
township commissioners are:
Commissioner of Finance, Ms.
Adubato; Commissioner of Pub-
lic Safety, Mary O’Connor; Com-
missioner of Public Works/Engi-
neering, Robert D’Ambola, and
Commissioner of Public Affairs,
Thomas Hannen, Jr. This repre-
sents no change from 2014.

Two members of the planning
board whose seats were expir-
ing were not reappointed. Board
Secretary Kevin Illing and Board
Alternate Bob Pipchick, both
Democrats, were not reap-
pointed to the board.

The mayoral appointments to
the planning board were Lynda
Feder as a Class IV Member for
a four-year term ending De-
cember 31, 2018, and Donna
Pedde as a Class IV Member for
a four-year term ending De-
cember 31, 2018.

Michael Petrucci was ap-
pointed as an alternate no. 1
member for a two-year term
ending December 31, 2016 and
Julie Didzbalis as an alternate
no. 2 member to fill an unex-
pired term ending December
31, 2015.

Mr. Illing was appointed as a
member of the zoning board of
adjustment. Jeffrey Pistol was
appointed to another term as a

member of that board.
The committee approved, by

a 4-to-1 vote, a resolution to
rehire Carl O’Brien of Maser Con-
sulting as the township engi-
neer with a term expiring at the
end of the year, as well as a
resolution to have Maser Con-
sulting supply in-house engi-
neering services at a rate not to
exceed $25,000. Mr. Hannen
was the sole dissenter.

Attorney Diane Dabulas was
appointed as township attorney
for another year, ending De-
cember 31, 2015.

Mark Cassidy was re-ap-
pointed as Municipal Court judge
for a three-year term expiring
December 31, 2017, with Union
County State Superior Court As-
signment Judge Karen Cassidy,
his wife, administering the oath
of office.

The committee approved a
resolution to authorize cash in-
centives to employees wishing
to waive health benefits.
Twenty-five percent, or $5,000,
whichever is less, of the amount
saved by the township will be
provided to the employee as
the incentive.

The Westfield Leader was
added as a legal newspaper,
and Tap into Cranford was added
as an electronic news source, to
post township notices.

The next township committee
official meeting will be held
Tuesday, January 13.

years. The biggest tribute to me
is if we never have a (roll call)
vote.”

Mr. Mathieu agreed.
“I think my main role will be as

a watchdog and to represent a
dissenting point of view where
appropriate, not for its own sake,”
said Mr. Mathieu, who confirmed
he believes it will be better going
forward.

“Absolutely. I don’t think it could
be worse. (Mr. Lombardo) is a
man of character. They all are,”
he stated.

However, Mr. Mathieu ab-
stained from voting on a 31-item
consent agenda, which contained
several administrative and pro-
tocol items such as reappointing
Mr. Nierstedt to the planning
board and Bob Renaud as bor-
ough attorney and mileage reim-
bursement for attendance at
meetings.

But since the consent agenda
was presented to council mem-
bers “five minutes” before the
meeting, Mr. Mathieu said there
were other items, such as the
bylaws, which he said he did not
have sufficient time to read in
their entirety and therefore could
not vote.

With his abstention, the agenda
passed unanimously. Among the
consent agenda items was the
appointment of Gary Bundy to a
three-year term as municipal
court judge. Mr. Bundy replaces
Antonio Inacio, who was accused
in 2013 of an ethics violation for
intervening in a matter involving
Mr. Petruzzelli’s teenage daugh-
ter to avoid her having to attend
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings.

Mr. Lombardo also announced
his standing committee appoint-
ments and the creation of a five-
member “administrative review
committee” to review proce-
dures, comprised of himself, Mrs.
Tarantino, Ms. Todisco, Borough
Administrator Christina Ariemma
and Chief Financial Officer Sandra

Bruns.
Mr. Petruzzelli was made chair-

man of the Finance Committee,
replacing Ms. Todisco – who re-
mains on the panel, along with
Mr. Martin.

Ms. Todisco will take over the
Streets, Roads and Ecology panel
from Mr. Nierstedt, who remains,
and will be joined by Mr.
Petruzzelli.

Mr. Mathieu will head the Build-
ings and Grounds Committee; Mr.
Martin will chair Laws and Li-
censes; Mrs. Tarantino will lead
the Police, Public Health and Safety

Committee with Mr. Mathieu as
the Board of Health liaison, and
Mr. Nierstedt will be the chairman
of the Fire Committee.

In other matters, Mr. Mathieu
noted that the police force will
see the retirement of an officer
at the end of January. Sgt. Mario
Morelli, who is leaving after 25
years, endorsed a quick replace-
ment. Three years after the re-
tirement of Chief William Legg in
2011, the force returned to its
usual complement of 16 — 15
uniformed officers plus the chief
— this past year.

CF Reorganizes; Kalnins Mayor Lombardo Takes Reins as Garwood’s New Mayor

Former Sheriff Candidate Comments
On Qualifications for Office in NJ

I wanted to share a few thoughts
since the November election. I
have done some checking since
then and I wondered if you knew
what the requirements were to
run for County Sheriff in NJ (not
specific to Union County). The
requirements are as follows:

1 - A candidate must be 21
years of age or above.

2 - A candidate must reside in
his/her county for three years in
order to run for Sheriff.

That’s it – there are no other
current requirements to my
knowledge. There are no require-
ments in regard to education or
experience.

I find this clear lack of require-
ments to assume a law enforce-
ment post disturbing. Especially
when you consider the position
of County Sheriff is a position of
trust – and one where the sheriff
has access to confidential infor-
mation among other things.

Perhaps it is time for New Jer-
sey to enter the 21st century and
create true professional stan-
dards in order to run for, and

assume the office of County Sher-
iff in New Jersey. There is no
doubt in my mind that the cur-
rent requirements (or lack there
of) are obsolete.

I would like to recommend the
following “basic” requirements:

1 - Must have a 4 year degree
from an accredited college or
university.

2 - Must have graduated from a
county, state, or federal law en-
forcement academy.

3 - Must undergo a State Police
administered polygraph exami-
nation along with a thorough
background investigation.

4 - Must have a minimum of 10
years experience or more as a
law enforcement officer at the
local, county, state, or federal
level.

In addition I would add the
following “preferred” require-
ments:

1 - Must have a minimum of 15
years experience or more as a
law enforcement officer at the
local, county, state, or federal
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