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Lombardo Takes Reins
As Garwood’s New Mayor

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Former seven-
term councilman Charles
Lombardo took the reins as
Garwood’s 30th mayor on Janu-
ary 2, stating his focus for the
upcoming year as parking, rede-
velopment and tax impact.

Mr. Lombardo, a Democrat who
defeated Republican Sal Piarulli
in the November election by 21
votes out of more than 1,200
cast, took the oath of office along
with returning council members
Lou Petruzzelli, who was elected
to a third consecutive term, and
Sara Todisco, who also won re-
election.

“I will support responsible de-
velopment, the key word being
responsible,” Mr. Lombardo said
in his first address as mayor.

The Garwood Planning Board,
in the past year, has approved

the building of an expanded
mixed-use building across from
the Garwood Mall on South Av-
enue that will include 12 apart-
ments and 5,000 square feet of
retail space and okayed a use
variance for nine townhomes off
Fourth Avenue.

The board and council in the
past year also have discussed
the largely abandoned industrial
properties of the old Casale
manufacturing plant on South
Avenue and the Garwood Paper-
board site on North Avenue.

Mr. Lombardo, who was on
council from 1987 to 2007, ap-
pointed himself – as well as reap-
pointing Bruce Paterson – to a
one-year term on the planning
board. Mr. Paterson, who was
appointed to the planning board
last year by former Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi, is one of four
plantiffs who has sued the board

over the Fourth Avenue
townhomes.

Westfield Leader Publisher
Horace Corbin and his brother,
Assistant Publisher David Corbin,
are two other plaintiffs.

Paul Tarantino, husband of
Councilwoman Ann Tarantino,
Gene Jannotti and Michael Vena
will return to the board for four-
year terms, while Mrs.
Quattrocchi was moved to an
alternate and will join Craig
McCarrick, Tim Hak and new-
comer Steve Napolitano in that
role.

Councilman Bill Nierstedt also
will return for a one-year term on
the planning board. Chairman
Steven Greet, Robert Scherer and
Kathleen Villaggio remain on the
board. Al Del Conte and Ileen
Cuccaro, the other board mem-
ber who is a plaintiff in the Fourth
Avenue matter, will not return to
the planning board.

With Councilman Mike Martin
absent, the council unanimously
elected Mr. Nierstedt as presi-
dent.

Mr. Lombardo and Mr. Nierstedt
will oversee an unchanged coun-
cil from last year with four Demo-
crats — Mr. Petruzzelli, Ms.
Todisco, Mrs. Tarantino and Mr.
Nierstedt — and two Republi-
cans, Mr. Martin and Jim Mathieu.

Both Mr. Lombardo and Mr.
Mathieu said they did not expect
the level of rancor that has ex-
isted the past several years, es-
pecially between Mrs. Quattrocchi
– who was defeated in the June
Primary by the Mathieu-backed
Mr. Piarulli – and her fellow Re-
publican.

“I think so, I really do,” Mr.
Lombardo said. “I think I can
bring a little more of my educa-
tion of being on the council 21

CF Reorganizes; Kalnins
Re-Appointed As Mayor
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Members of the
township committee were ad-
ministered their oaths of office
Thursday at the governing body’s
reorganization meeting. Mayor
Andis Kalnins was appointed to a
second year as mayor, a rarity in
the township committee, which
has seen 36 mayors serve the
township in the last 40 years,
Mayor Kalnins said.

“The stability that this continu-
ity will bring will allow us to hit
the ground running in 2015 and
continue what we have already
set,” Mayor Kalnins said of this
decision.

New Jersey Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) administered the oaths
of office to Mayor Kalnins and
Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato, who
were both re-elected for second
terms in November.

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) administered the oaths
of office to Mayor Kalnins and
Deputy Mayor Adubato to their
posts as chairman and vice-chair-
woman.

Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz
(R-21st, Summit) also was in
attendance.

The Reverend Monsignor Timo-
thy Shugrue of St. Michael Ro-
man Catholic Church in Cranford
gave the invocation, followed by
the flag salute led by the police
and fire honorary color guard.

In his mayoral address, Mayor
Kalnins quoted President Ronald
Reagan, saying, “The greatest
leader is not necessarily the one
who does the greatest things. He
is the one that gets the people to
do the greatest things.”

He noted the new township ad-
ministrator, new chief of police,
new chief financial officer and
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SWEARING IN…Assembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield),
right, administers the oath of office to Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato, left, who was
re-elected for a second term as a Cranford Township Committee member in 2014,
at the committee’s re-orginization meeting Thursday.
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NEWLY INSTALLED…Charles Lombardo, center, takes the oath of office as
mayor of Garwood from Borough Administrator Christina Ariemma, right, as
Mr. Lombardo's wife, Carol Lombardo, left, looks on. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE


