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WF’S KNAPP, SCOTT SCORE 15 POINTS EACH; SPEER SINKS 10 POINTS, GETS 11 REBOUNDS

Blue Devils’ 1-2 Punch KO’s Lady Cougar Cagers, 56-34
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior guard Jackie Knapp
sank 13 of her 15 points in the
second quarter then senior
guard Lil Scott bucketed nine of
her 15 points in the third quar-
ter to give the Westfield High
School girls basketball team the
1-2 punch it needed to knock
the Cranford Cougars out of their
game plan en route to a 56-34
victory in Westfield on January
3. The Lady Cougars, fresh off
winning their Cougar Invita-
tional Tournament, slipped to
2-3, while the Blue Devils im-
proved to 3-2.

The Cougars did own the first
quarter, 13-8, but once the Lady

Blue Devils got into their
rhythm, it was smooth sailing
for the remainder of the game.

“We were getting good shots,
but they were not falling for us.
Then when we got our rhythm
going, we were good to go. The
one thing that has been consis-
tent throughout this season has
been our girls’ attitude. They
are all positive. They approach
each game as a new day. They
never point fingers and they all
stick together,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Liz McKeon said.

Knapp also had two rebounds,
an assist and a pair of steals,
and Scott had five rebounds,
two assists, a steal and a blocked
shot. But the 1-2 punchers also
received plenty of assistance
from their teammates. Sopho-
more guard Danielle Rinaldi net-

ted nine points and added two
steals and an assist. Sopho-
more Hannah Liddy, who had
seven points and two assists,
provided a presence under the
boards with eight rebounds, two
blocks and a steal. Junior for-
ward Amalia Montes grabbed
five rebounds and added four
points. Sophomore Shannon
Devitt (3 steals), Abby Demers
(rebound) and Grace Elliott (as-
sist) each contributed two
points.

Knapp scored the first 10
points of a 15-0 run and topped
it off with a 3-pointer before
Cougar junior center Bela Speer
rolled in a pair of buckets and
sank two free throws. Rinaldi
scored seven of her points, in-
cluding a 3-pointer, as the Blue
Devils won the second quarter,

22-6, to take a 30-19 lead at
the half.

“We changed our defense and
we got a lot of steals up top.
Danielle and I were playing up
top. Our post players did a re-
ally good job of pressuring up.
If they [Cranford] threw a lob
pass, they were able to steal it,

and Danielle and I were able to
run. She made a lot of nice
passes then it set off like a fire,
the whole team. All the sudden,
we started running and we ran
them off the court,” Knapp said.
“It’s always fun when it is a
team effort to win the game.”

“Danielle is stepping up. She
played very well today. She
played very well in our Christ-
mas tournament. Like I said in
the beginning of the season, we
want to run and gun. Once we
get our transition offense go-
ing, we are hard to beat,” Coach
McKeon said.

Knapp ran into foul trouble,
but after Cougar Lindsay Pace
sank a pair of free throws at the
beginning of the third quarter,
Scott sparked a 15-1 run with
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