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PACE NETS 18 POINTS, MacLELLAND PUMP IN 16 POINTS, SPEER PULLS DOWN 10 REBOUNDS

Cougars Win Cougar Invt’l, Wobble West Orange, 53-33
By ALEX LOWE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After a slow start to their sea-
son, the Cranford High School
Cougars girls basketball team is
finally beginning to show their
claws. Lyndsay Pace scored 18
points as Cranford surged past
West Orange, 53-33, in the final
of the Cougar Classic held on
December 29 in Cranford.
Cranford broke open a close
game by outscoring the visitors
19-10 in the third quarter in
building a 40-26 lead. The Cou-
gars turned in a fine overall team
effort in winning their second
straight game and evening their
season record at 2-2.

“I’m very pleased with the re-
sult today,” said Cranford Head
Coach Jackie Dyer. “There were
a lot of questions based on how

we played in losing our first couple
of games of the season. But we
played a consistent game today.
That is something we have to
strive do the rest of the way.”

Junior Cerys MacLelland (4 as-
sists) chipped in 16 points and
pulled down five rebounds for
Cranford. Center Isabella Speer
(4 points, 2 blocks), also a junior,
added 10 rebounds. Erin Meixner
(4 rebounds) netted nine points.
Sarah Ross had five assists.

“It helps that we have a nice
inside/outside combination of
scorers,” said Dyer. “We had that
two seasons ago when we won
the sectionals.”

Against West Orange, that in-
side/outside combo was in full
effect. MacLelland provided the
inside points. Whether convert-
ing on post moves, put backs or

slashing drives through the lane,
MacLelland was always around
the basket. Pace provided the
long-range bombs, sinking three
of the team’s four 3-pointers on
the day.

“This was definitely one of our
better efforts of the season,” said
Pace. “We started off well and
kept pushing for all four quar-
ters. I think as long as we are
working together as a team we
can accomplish a lot of good
things. We feel like we want to
prove ourselves this year.”

After a back and forth start in
the first quarter, the Cougars
clawed to a 21-16 lead by the
halftime break. In the third quar-
ter, the Cougars began to gradu-
ally pull away as they easily
passed the ball over and through
the Mountaineer press defense.

A three-point basket by Pace
extended the hosts’ lead to 26-
20. Pace would score five of the
Cougars’ next seven points as
they built to a 36-23 lead with
two minutes remaining in the
third quarter.

“We controlled the game,” said
Speer. “We are always strong
rebounding and boxing out and I
think we did that very well today.
We really began to break their
press with great success in the
third quarter. Cerys [MacLelland]
really moves well to the basket in
transition and we scored a lot of
points off of that.”

In the fourth quarter, Pace and
MacLelland helped put the game
away for good by combining for
seven straight points and build-
ing the Cougar lead to 49-27
with just 3:30 to play. Cranford
held a 33-25 advantage in re-
bounds and sank four 3-point

baskets compared to just two by
West Orange for the game.

Last season Pace and
MacLelland were part of a very
young team that finished 11-13.
This year’s edition features six
juniors on the 11-player roster.

“Last year was something of a
rebuilding year for us,” said Dyer.
“We lost six seniors heading into
that year and we really were a
team of babies as far as experi-
ence goes. Now all those girls,
who were sophomores last sea-
son, are juniors now with a full
year of playing experience under
their belts. That definitely helps.”

Jasmin Boone-Alexandre re-
corded 10 points to lead West
Orange. Candis Ferrell had seven
points, Sidney Gordon had five
and Madison Mitchell and Jewel
Burnett had four each.
West Orange   9   7 10   7 33
Cranford   9 12 19 13 53

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Winter track senior Anna Fitch led
both the 4x400 and 4x800 relay teams to first place finishes at the FDU Relays this
past weekend. Senior TJ Colter added three more medals to his already impressive
season total with third, fourth and fifth place finishes at the FDU Meet.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Pictured, left to right, are: juniors Katarina Polyviou, Isabella Speer, Julia Shork, Lyndsay Pace and Cerys MacLelland.
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