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CDC Raises Funds for Gay
Men’s Health Crisis Center

GIFT FROM THE HEART...Krishna Stone of the Gay Men’s Health Crisis
Center received a check from CDC Theater members and actors Joe Leo, Scott
Tyler Richenaker, Salvador Navarro, Terry Darling, Leslie Reagoso, and (seated)
Alan Van Antwerp (co-director) and John Sechrist. The check was from proceeds
of a production of “The Normal Heart”.

MONEY LESSONS...Other People’s Money opens on Friday, January 16 in
Upper Montclair. On a visit to New England Wire and Cable, Larry ‘the
Liquidator” (Bill O’Brien,  front right) gives a lesson in finances to Bill Coles
(Robert Barwick, front left), Jorgenson (Chris Gibbs, rear left) and Bea Sullivan
(Jeanne Johnston).

Fanwood Resident Appears
In “Other People’s Money”

CRANFORD – In this season of
giving, CDC Theatre in Cranford,
New Jersey’s oldest community the-
atre, recently presented a donation
of over $1,300 to Krishna Stone,
the Assistant Director of Commu-
nity Relations, Communications and
Marketing at the Gay Men’s Health
Crisis Center (GMHC) in New York.
The theatre had opened its 96th
season with a special, limited run
production of Larry Kramer’s The
Normal Heart which was a joint

fundraiser for the theatre and
GMHC.

For close to one hundred years,
CDC Theatre’s mission has been to
provide affordable, live theatre to
the community and to encourage
involvement in the theatre arts. The
theatre’s commitment to maintain-
ing a strong presence in the local
community is one of the ways we
hope to remain a vibrant arts insti-
tution. For more information on our
season visit www.cdctheatre.org.

Organist Shea Velloso to
Perform at Methodist Church

“Shouldn’t I Be Less in Love with
You?” brought a lump to the throat
for men and women alike at the Sun-
day matinee. Mr. O’Neill masters an
incredible array of emotions through-
out the show (from tough guy in a
prison to a father whose son is break-
ing up with his girlfriend), but this
song is a standout with its tenderness
of a husband thinking about his wife
of 30 years.

This is a Fearless Production. Not
familiar with their work? Remember
the name because it’s taking not only
Union County but New Jersey by
storm.  Actor Brian Remo, director of
this production, has formed the group
that is breaking new ground. He is
collaborating with other directors with
his vision and enthusiasm by drawing
some of the best talent the area has to
offer to present productions in vari-
ous venues. “I Love You, You’re
Perfect…Now Change” is the first of
their season’s offerings.

Get tickets now for this limited
engagement at
www.fearlessprod.com and check out
what else is on their horizon.

WF Community Players’
“Almost Maine” to Open Fri.

WESTFIELD – Westfield Com-
munity Players continues its 2014-
2015 season with John Cariani’s
comedy, “Almost, Maine”.  The
show opens Saturday, January 10
and runs weekends through Satur-
day, January 24.  The theater is
located at 1000 North Avenue, West,
Westfield.  Tickets are $20 for
adults, $10 for students (matinee
only) and $10 for active military
personnel, all performances.  Tick-
ets can be reserved by calling the 24
hour tape (908) 232-1221.

On a cold, clear, moonless night
in the middles of winter, all is not
quite what it seems in the remote,
mythical town of Almost, Maine.
As the northern lights hover in the
star-filled sky above, Almost’s resi-
dents find themselves falling in and
out of love in unexpected and often
hilarious ways.  Knees are bruised.
Hearts are broken.  However, the
bruises heal and the hearts mend-
almost-in this delightful midwinter
night’s dream.

The show is directed by Beatriz
Esteban-Messina of Union City, pro-
duced by Jessica Foerst, of Westfield
and stage managed by Barbara
Ruban from Springfield. The cast
features Sondy Cadeau, from Lin-
den; Jeanette Ricci and Leslie Ricci,
from Roselle Park; Bram Akcay,
from Bloomfield; Judy Casey Wil-

son, from Jersey City; Lisa D’Agati
Gerhart, from Nutley; Peter Curley,
from Maplewood; Alicia Hayes,
from Belleville; John Schweska,
from Greenbrook; Renee Litwin,
from Scotch Plains; Robert
Goodwin, from New Brunswick;
Russ Ortiz, from Woodbridge;
Frances Barken, from Springfield;
Steve Lemenille, from Clark; Vic-
tor Martinez from So. Amboy; and
Kristin Bennett.

Continuing the opening night tra-
dition, audience members are in-
vited to a reception with the cast
and crew immediately following the
final curtain.

Funding is made possible by the
New Jersey State Council of the
Arts, Department of State, a partner
agency of the National Endowment
of the Arts, through a grant admin-
istered by the Union County Office
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

Clark UNICO Sponsors
Flea Market, Craft Show

CLARK – On Saturday, January 17
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. a flea market and
craft show will be held at Arthur L.
Johnson High School, 365 Westfield
Ave. (off Raritan Road), Clark.

Admission to the event is free.
There will be over 50 exhibitors dis-
playing an array of quality merchan-
dise such as oil & incense, hand-
bags, sports collectibles, jewelry for
all ages, clothing, dollar items, gift
items, gloves & scarves, toys, per-
fumes, antiques & collectibles, ga-
rage/tag sale items all at bargain
prices. The event is sponsored by
Clark UNICO. For more informa-
tion call (201) 998-1144 or email
events@jcpromotions.info.

ROCKIN JAZZ... The  New Jersey Workshop for the Arts Rockin’ Jazz Band,
directed by Caryn Feder,  will hold an open rehearsal on Saturday, January 17 at
the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts in  Westfield.

UPPER MONTCLAIR – Chris
Gibbs, of Fanwood, plays Jorgenson
in “Other People’s Money” a drama/
comedy by Jerry Sterner at Studio
Playhouse in Upper Montclair. Per-
formances are Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 3
p.m. from January 16 through 31.

Wall Street takeover artist
Lawrence Garfinkle’s mind is reeling
over the undervalued stock of New
England Wire & Cable. If the stock-
holders back his take over, they will
make a bundle, but what will happen
to the 1200 employees and the com-
munity when he liquidates the assets?
This compelling drama brilliantly
chronicles the monumental changes
set in motion during the Reagan years
- a time when Wall Street began eat-
ing Main Street for breakfast.  Please
note - this production contains lan-
guage for mature audiences.

At the end of each performance
audience members will have the op-
portunity to voice their opinion on the
outcome in the form of a vote and
become eligible to win a pair of tick-
ets to any Studio Players upcoming
Main Stage show through the 2015-
2016 season. Details will be provided
at the theater.

“Other People’s Money“ is directed
by Amy Fox and stage managed by
Judi Liebert. Tickets are $20 for
adults, $17 for students and seniors
age 65 and up with discounts avail-
able for groups of 20 or more that
prepay. Tickets are buy one get one
free on opening night, Friday, Janu-
ary 16. Tickets can be purchased
online at www.studioplayhouse.org/
tickets or by calling (973) 744-9752.
Studio Playhouse is located at 14
Alvin Place, off Valley Road near the
A&P, in Upper Montclair.

Community Invited to Big
Band, Swing Dance Concert

NJWA Rockin’ Jazz Band
To Hold Open Rehearsal

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) Rockin’
Jazz Band will hold an open rehearsal
for interested musicians on Saturday,
January 17  from 3 to 5 p.m. at the
NJWA studios, 150-152 East Broad
Street, Westfield.  Weekly rehearsals
will then take place from 3 to 4:30 p.m.
on Saturdays, from January to June at
the studios.

A favorite at community events, the
Rockin’ Jazz Band  is comprised  of
musicians who enjoy playing Jazz,
Rock, Blues, Pop, Broadway, Latin and
Dixieland. Instrumentation of the Jazz
Band includes alto, tenor and bari saxo-
phone, trumpet, trombone, electric and
bass guitar, drum set, percussion, and
piano.  Vocalists are also welcome.

The band will be directed by drum-
mer Caryn Feder, who holds a B.A. in
Music Education from the College of
New Jersey and an M.A. in Music
Performance from Five Towns Col-
lege. She  has drummed off Broadway,
at various playhouses and in school
productions, for shows such as Rocky
Horror, Godspell, Big River, Damn
Yankees, Blood Brothers, and You’re a
Good Man Charlie Brown. She can

also be heard on her new album An-
other Sort of Someone, available on
CDBaby.com.

A certified music teacher in both
New York and New Jersey, Ms. Feder
has given drum clinics for The Cisely
Tyson School for  Fine and Performing
Arts, the Sam Ash sponsored percus-
sion clinic team “The Drum Summit”
and assisted in a mallet percussion clinic
for Mariah Carey’s Fresh Air Fund
Camp. She has judged competitions for
the Long Island Drum and Music
School, has been a music judge yearly
for the Sights and Sounds Festival in
New Jersey and  recently completed a
book on Buddy Rich: A Look at His Life
and Technique.

The  Rockin’ Jazz Band is an en-
semble of the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts, a 501c(3) non-profit orga-
nization, founded in 1972. To register
please call (908) 789-9696. To ar-
range a placement interview, please
call Dr. Ted Schlosberg at (908) 789-
9696, extension 17. For information
on this or any program of the NJWA,
you may also visit the Broad Street
studios or log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

WESTFIELD – Shea Velloso, a
multi-talented musician and organist,
was scheduled to play this concert in
November when circumstances be-
yond his control forced him to cancel
the event. Mr. Velloso hails from cen-
tral New Jersey. He is a
graduate of the Mason
Gross School of the Arts
at Rutgers University
where he earned his
bachelor's degree in or-
gan performance.

For this Friday, Janu-
ary 9 7:30 p.m. concert
Mr. Velloso will create
"organ stereo" as he
plays on two sanctuary
organs - the 1959 56 rank
Æolian- Skinner chancel
organ and the 1974 12
rank Möller antiphonal
organ located high up in the rear
gallery. He will showcase striking
and impressive works by several
composers including Herbert
Howells, Sigfrid Karg-Elert, Louis
Vierne, Eugene Gigout and, J. S.
Bach.

In 2004, Mr. Velloso was the re-
cipient of the Elizabeth W. Durham
Award for Excellence in Performance.
He has performed recitals throughout
New Jersey and New York City. A
special highlight was his appearance
in concert on National Public Radio's
"Pipe Dreams," a performance which
can be heard on the internet by log-

ging onto Pipedreams.org. He has
also appeared on Metuchen cable tele-
vision and performed two mid-day
organ recitals this fall at the Westfield
Methodist Church.

As Director of Music at the United
Methodist Church at
Milltown, he is the organ-
ist, director of the church's
four choirs and is respon-
sible for planning the
church's concert series and
Lenten Recital Series.
Mr.Velloso also serves on
the executive board of the
Middlesex chapter of the
American Guild of Organ-
ists.

Mr. Velloso along with
his wife, Jody, currently
reside in Milltown where
he has constructed a 10

rank pipe organ in their home.
This performance, along with the

past fall Wednesday series of Mid
Day organ recitals, will help to ben-
efit the restoration of FUMC's Æolian-
Skinner chancel organ, a classic in-
strument which is one of the finest
examples of 20th century American
organ building. The suggested dona-
tion for this event is $15 for adults
and $10 for students. The church is
located at One East Broad Street on
the Plaza with parking off Ferris Place.
For further information call the church
office at (908) 233-4211 daily from
12 to 4 p.m.

Organist Shea Velloso

Photos by Summit Resident
Exhibited at County Gallery

UNION – The rhythm and sound of
Swing/Big Band music will turn Sun-
day, January 18 into a festive break
from the winter blues. Put on your
dancing shoes or just sit back and
relax from 1 to 3 p.m. in the beautiful
auditorium of the YM-YWHA of
Union County, and enjoy the ninth
annual Swing Dance.

Open to all for dancing or listening
pleasure, this popular event is free to
Seniors, Youth and their families. A
$10 donation is requested from others
who attend the Big Band performance,
which is sponsored by the National
Council of Jewish Women, Union
County Section (NCJW) and the ‘Y’.

The featured band is the renowned
Full Count Big Band. Based in
Garwood, this 18 piece contempo-

rary big band is one of the leading
jazz/swing orchestras in New Jersey.
Refreshments will be served. The ‘Y’,
a barrier-free facility, is located at
501 Green Lane, Union. For direc-
tions or in the event of inclement
weather, please call the ‘Y’ at (908)
289-8112.  For information about
NCJW, please email
ncjwunion@yahoo.com.

A food collection for people in need
will take place in the lobby of the Y.
Please bring a gift of non-perishable
food which will be distributed to food
pantries serving those less fortunate.

This program is made possible in
part by a HEART (History, Educa-
tion, Arts Reaching Thousands) Grant
from the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

“Into the Woods”
Lumbers a Bit

2 & 1/2 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

 Director Rob Marshall’s movie
adaptation of James Lapine (book)
and Stephen Sondheim’s (music and
lyrics) “Into the Woods” is whimsical
and enchanting until about the 60
percent mark, at which time it bogs
down into the catastasis. That’s the
point in drama, as I explained to my
daughter Erin when she was little,
when push comes to shove and it
looks like things might not work out
too well. She quickly informed: “I
hate the catastasis.” Well, me too
sometimes. Here, in what is essen-
tially a two-part saga, it disrupts more
than heightens the experience.

 Indeed, these woods might have
benefited from a few less, complicat-
ing trees. But again, it’s awfully good
going for a while, a joyous and witty
amalgam of several fairy tales from
the Brothers Grimm given the Lon-
don/Broadway stage treatment and
then transferred to the wonderful
world of f/x-enhanced film. A stellar
cast breathes new life into the famil-
iar characters who jibe humorously
with the script’s updated, semi-satiric
take on the time-honored fables.

 Of course Meryl Streep, playing
the witch who has cast a spell that
adversely impacts a kindly baker
(James Corden) and his sweet,
resultantly barren wife (Emily Blunt),
can’t help but overshadow her fellow
players. La Streep’s star is simply too
bright. But that’s just fine since it only
proves to aid the production and,
truth be told, had me a little scared. I
mean, those long fingernails and
gnarly teeth. Only this lady can mine
the originality in a stereotype. So,
while the bounteously colorful movie
is appropriately rated PG, I’d get a
babysitter for little Liam.

 However, if you’re taking Ava and
Ethan, both over seven if I remember
correctly, be sure to first tutor the
moppets with a correct telling of
“Cinderella,” “Little Red Riding
Hood,” “Jack and the Beanstalk” and
“Rapunzel,” lest this merger misin-
forms them. Call it the Readers Di-
gest version. Proposing that the six
degrees of separation theory also ap-

plies to fairy tales, Mr. Lapine’s
screenplay sees to it that an all-star
gathering of magical characters demo-
cratically interacts across storylines.

 Act #1, Scene #1, James Corden’s
baker and his wife, blithely portrayed
by Emily Blunt, charitably look the
other way as Little Red Riding Hood
(Lilla Crawford) greedily helps her-
self to several free samples, presum-
ably to be enjoyed by Grandma. Natu-
rally, her traipse into the woods will
include an encounter with Mr. Wolf, a
hipster played to sleazy perfection by
Johnny Depp. You know the rest,
more or less. But it plays second
fiddle to the childless couple’s plight.

 It’s all about a conjuring the wicked
witch put on the baker’s dad for filch-
ing some greens from her garden. His
family tree is doomed to wither. It
turns out dear old dad wasn’t exactly
father of the year, and this sets a
whole bunch of metaphors in motion.
But the bottom line is, Streep’s hate-
ful hag is willing to lift the baby ban
if the couple goes into the woods and
gathers the four items she needs to
escape from a hex that has caused her
ugliness. They are game.

 Meanwhile, as the baker and his
wife traipse in search of a red cape; a
cow as white as snow; a slipper pure
as gold; and hair yellow as corn, Jack
(Daniel Huttlestone), soon to be of
beanstalk fame, has been entrusted
by mom (Tracey Ullman) to sell a
cow that happens to meet that de-
scription. The narratives begin to in-
tertwine, with all beings concerned
melodically sprinkling a play-by-play
in song throughout the lush, forbid-
ding landscape. Some of it is rather
hummable.

 Shortly tying into the magical do-
ings are Rapunzel (Mackenzie
Mauzy) and Cinderella (Anna
Kendrick), both of whom have, in
good fairy tale fashion, their own
handsome prince to save and pursue
them. Brothers, the royal suitors (Billy
Magnussen for Rapunzel; Chris Pine
for Cinderella) commiserate in duet
over the difficulties of such entangled
wooing. But the biggest challenge
that awaits, even more fearsome than
Miss Streep’s frightful sorceress, is
the Giant that Jack unleashes after he
buys and sows those proverbial beans.
Trouble brews and bubbles.

 Still, it looks like things are going
to be OK, until we learn that what we
thought was happily ever after is re-
ally just the end of part one. Yep, the
film itself has a curse: that dreaded
catastasis. A whole gamut of unre-
solved and new predicaments rear
their foul threats. Oh, that a kindly
woodman could thin things out a bit.

 All the same, it’s a lot of entertain-
ment. So if you can see the forest for
the trees, for $8.25 a ticket in Gulfport,
Mississippi, or $14 in N.Y.C., that’s a
bargain compared to what you’d pay
to see “Into the Woods” on Broad-
way.

***
“Into the Woods,” rated PG, is a

Walt Disney Studio Motion Pictures
release directed by Rob Marshall and
stars Emily Blunt, Meryl Streep and
James Corden. Running time: 125
minutes

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is
pleased to present an exhibit of pho-
tographs by Agnieszka Solawa of
Summit in the gallery space at the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, located in the his-
toric St. John’s Parsonage at 633 Pearl
Street in Elizabeth. A selection of her
work entitled “Inspired” is on display
at the Pearl Street Gallery through
Friday, March 27. The public is in-
vited to enjoy the exhibit during regu-
lar gallery hours, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. weekdays.

“The talent and diversity of our
county artists assure an inspiring
variety of exhibits at the Pearl Street
Gallery,” said Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski, liaison to the Union
County Cultural and Heritage Ad-
visory Board. “We are pleased to
display Ms. Solawa’s beautiful pho-
tographs.”

Ms. Solawa was born in Krakow,
Poland, where she grew up sur-
rounded by art. Her mother was an
artist and her father was chief archi-
tect of the city of Krakow and a
professor at the School of Architec-
ture. Her family immigrated to South
Africa to escape from communism.
She earned a Diploma of Fine Art
from the Pretoria and Cape Town
Universities and a BA in Architec-
ture from the University of Cape
Town. In Paris, France, she studied
Graphic Arts at the “Atelier 17.”
She later won a scholarship to study
art and Italian language at the Uni-
versity of Urbino in Italy.

In 1987, Ms. Solawa moved to
Summit with her husband Sam, who
also is an architect and photographer.
Throughout her career, Ms. Solawa
participated in many exhibitions in
Italy, France, South Africa and the
United States. Her paintings and pho-
tographs are in many private collec-
tions. Her recent exhibits include:
Solo Exhibition of Photography,
Millburn Public Library; Solo Exhi-
bition of Paintings, Westfield Memo-
rial Library; Solo Exhibition of Jew-
elry, New Providence Memorial Li-
brary; “Holy Lives”, Juried Show,
Therese A. Maloney Art Gallery,
Morristown, NJ; and “Seasons”, 3rd
Annual Photography Contest, The
Donald B. Palmer Museum, Spring-
field.

Ms. Solawa continued her photog-
raphy and painting while working as
an architect/interior designer at
Donghia Associates and later as an
architect at the Port Authority of NY
& NJ. She also is a jewelry designer
and a singer. To see her work, visit her
website www.solawa.com .

Union County artists (whose works
can be hung on a wall) interested in
exhibiting in the gallery space are
welcome to apply. For more infor-
mation about the Pearl Street Gal-
lery or other programs, please con-
tact the Union County Office of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl
Street, Elizabeth. Free on-site park-
ing is available. Telephone (908)
558-2550. NJ Relay users can dial
711. Send E-mail to:
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Newark Museum
Welcomes New Curator

NEWARK – Newark Museum
Board President Andrew Richards,
and Director and Chief Executive
Officer Steven Kern have announced
the appointment of Tricia Laughlin
Bloom, Ph.D., as Curator of Ameri-
can Art.

A resident of Maplewood since
2006, Ms. Bloom holds a Doctorate
in Twentieth-Century Art History
from Rutgers University, New
Brunswick, where she received a
Graduate School Fellowship along
with Research and Teaching Assis-
tantships; she also holds a Masters of
Arts degree in Nineteenth- and Twen-
tieth-Century Art History and Criti-
cism from the State University of
New York at Stony Brook; and a
Bachelor of Arts Degree in English
and Art History from  James Madison
University in Harrisonburg, Virginia.
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