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Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
NEWLY INSTALLED…Charles Lombardo, center, takes the oath of office as
mayor of Garwood from Borough Administrator Christina Ariemma, right, as
Mr. Lombardo's wife, Carol Lombardo, left, looks on.

Dominic A. Lagano for The Westfield Leader
2015 WESTFIELD TOWN COUNCIL…The 2015 Westfield Town Council poses
for a picture following Friday’s re-organization meeting. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Councilman Mark LoGrippo, Ward 3; Councilman Keith Loughlin,
Ward 4; Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan, Ward 2; Mayor Andy Skibitsky; Coun-
cilwoman Vicki Kimmins, Ward 2; Councilman Sam Della Fera, Ward 1; Coun-
cilman Frank Arena, Ward 1, and Councilman David Oliveira, Ward 3.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
NEW SHERIFF IN COUNTY…Newly sworn-in Union County Sheriff Joseph
Cryan makes a few comments during Sunday’s county reorganization meeting.

Westfield Council Conducts
Annual Reorganization Meeting

Lombardo Takes Reins
As Garwood’s New Mayor

CF Reorganizes; Kalnins
Re-Appointed As Mayor

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At the governing
body’s reorganization meeting held last
Friday night, Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
announced the acting and alternate
mayoral appointments for various town
boards and committees for 2015. Also
announced were the town council liai-
sons for those assemblies.

Mayor Skibitsky presented his an-
nual State of the Town address to the
audience, which included State As-
sembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick
(R-21st, Westfield), State Senate Mi-
nority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) and other dignitaries.

Mayor Skibitsky began his address
by referencing his State of the Town
address from last year. “Last year, I
described the State of the Town in just
one word – strong. Strong as in resil-
ient, strong as in enduring, strong as in
robust. This year I need two words –
very strong.”

The mayor next cited several recent
accolades and awards presented to the
town by New Jersey Monthly maga-
zine, Aspire.com, the American Plan-
ning Association, New Jersey Chapter,
and Movoto, a national real estate bro-
kerage.

“While receiving recognition from
outside groups is an honor, we know

that the true State of the Town, what
really defines us as a community, are
the people.

“The people who with great pride
call Westfield their home town. It’s
about the parents who chose to raise
their families here. It’s about the close-
knit neighborhoods that hold annual
block parties. It’s about the abun-
dance of recreational, educational,
cultural and spiritual opportunities.
It’s about the hundreds if not thou-
sands of volunteers who give so gen-
erously of their time and talents to
coach and guide our youngsters in
sports, Scouting and other activities.
It’s about our senior citizens, many
of whom contributed to making
Westfield what it is today and now
staying to be close to their families
that they have raised. It’s about all the
hard-working merchants, profession-
als, restaurateurs, proprietors who
have invested in Westfield and cho-
sen it as their business home. Thank
you to each and every one of your
individual contributions in making
Westfield a truly unique and remark-
able place that it is,” the mayor said.

In terms of council appointments,
Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan was
named acting mayor in Mr. Skibitsky’s
absence while Councilman James
Foerst was named alternate acting
mayor.

Ms. Neylan also was named the
council’s liaison to both the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
and the Westfield Municipal Alliance/
PANDA (Preventing Alcohol, Narcotic,
and Drug Abuse). Ms. Neylan addi-
tionally was named chairwoman of the
council’s Public Safety, Transportation
and Parking Committee and a member
of the council’s Finance Committee.

Mr. Foerst also was named the plan-
ning board liaison for the council, chair-
man of the council’s Code Review and
Town Property Committee and a mem-
ber of the council’s Public Safety, Trans-
portation and Parking Committee.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Former seven-term
councilman Charles Lombardo took
the reins as Garwood’s 30th mayor on
January 2, stating his focus for the
upcoming year as parking, redevel-
opment and tax impact.

Mr. Lombardo, a Democrat who
defeated Republican Sal Piarulli in
the November election by 21 votes
out of more than 1,200 cast, took the
oath of office along with returning
council members Lou Petruzzelli, who
was elected to a third consecutive
term, and Sara Todisco, who also

won re-election.
“I will support responsible devel-

opment, the key word being respon-
sible,” Mr. Lombardo said in his first
address as mayor.

The Garwood Planning Board, in
the past year, has approved the build-
ing of an expanded mixed-use build-
ing across from the Garwood Mall on
South Avenue that will include 12
apartments and 5,000 square feet of
retail space and okayed a use vari-
ance for nine townhomes off Fourth
Avenue.

The board and council in the past
year also have discussed the largely
abandoned industrial properties of
the old Casale manufacturing plant
on South Avenue and the Garwood
Paperboard site on North Avenue.

Mr. Lombardo, who was on coun-
cil from 1987 to 2007, appointed
himself – as well as reappointing
Bruce Paterson – to a one-year term
on the planning board. Mr. Paterson,
who was appointed to the planning
board last year by former Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi, is one of four plantiffs
who has sued the board over the Fourth
Avenue townhomes.

Westfield Leader Publisher Horace

Corbin and his brother, Assistant Pub-
lisher David Corbin, are two other
plaintiffs.

Paul Tarantino, husband of Coun-
cilwoman Ann Tarantino, Gene
Jannotti and Michael Vena will return
to the board for four-year terms, while
Mrs. Quattrocchi was moved to an
alternate and will join Craig
McCarrick, Tim Hak and newcomer
Steve Napolitano in that role.

Councilman Bill Nierstedt also will
return for a one-year term on the
planning board. Chairman Steven
Greet, Robert Scherer and Kathleen
Villaggio remain on the board. Al Del
Conte and Ileen Cuccaro, the other
board member who is a plaintiff in the
Fourth Avenue matter, will not return
to the planning board.

With Councilman Mike Martin
absent, the council unanimously
elected Mr. Nierstedt as president.

Mr. Lombardo and Mr. Nierstedt
will oversee an unchanged council
from last year with four Democrats
— Mr. Petruzzelli, Ms. Todisco, Mrs.
Tarantino and Mr. Nierstedt — and
two Republicans, Mr. Martin and Jim
Mathieu.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Members of the
township committee were administered
their oaths of office Thursday at the
governing body’s reorganization meet-
ing. Mayor Andis Kalnins was ap-
pointed to a second year as mayor, a
rarity in the township committee, which
has seen 36 mayors serve the township
in the last 40 years, Mayor Kalnins
said.

“The stability that this continuity
will bring will allow us to hit the ground
running in 2015 and continue what we
have already set,” Mayor Kalnins said
of this decision.

New Jersey Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) administered the oaths of
office to Mayor Kalnins and Deputy
Mayor Lisa Adubato, who were both
re-elected for second terms in Novem-
ber.

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) administered the oaths of
office to Mayor Kalnins and Deputy
Mayor Adubato to their posts as chair-
man and vice-chairwoman.

Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (R-
21st, Summit) also was in attendance.

The Reverend Monsignor Timothy
Shugrue of St. Michael Roman Catho-

lic Church in Cranford gave the invoca-
tion, followed by the flag salute led by
the police and fire honorary color guard.

In his mayoral address, Mayor
Kalnins quoted President Ronald
Reagan, saying, “The greatest leader is
not necessarily the one who does the
greatest things. He is the one that gets
the people to do the greatest things.”

He noted the new township adminis-
trator, new chief of police, new chief
financial officer and new engineer who
were put in place by the township com-
mittee. “They have all made great
strides,” he said.

Developing a plan for communica-
tion with citizens, moving forward on
stormwater management projects, road
improvements and rail improvements,
and supporting the One-Seat (train)
Ride to New York City on NJ Transit’s
Raritan Valley Line were some of the
issues the committee is looking to work
on in 2015, the mayor said.

In his conclusion, he welled up as he
thanked his family for their support.

The mayoral appointments of town-
ship commissioners are: Commissioner
of Finance, Ms. Adubato; Commis-
sioner of Public Safety, Mary
O’Connor; Commissioner of Public
Works/Engineering, Robert

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
TAKING THE OATH...Westfield Board of Education member Mark Friedman, left, was sworn in for his second term on
the board and was joined by newly elected members Christopher Langhart and Peggy Oster. Each of the members was
sworn int to a three-year term by Board Attorney Richard Kaplow.

BOE Elects Mattessich Pres.;
New Members Sworn In

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of edu-
cation on Tuesday evening swore in
newly elected members, Christopher
Langhart and Peggy Oster, and re-
turning member, Mark Friedman. All
three were elected in November and
will serve for three years.

The next order of business was the
nomination and election of the board
president and vice-president.

Board member Mitch Slater nomi-
nated Rich Mattessich, who has
served as president for the past three
years. Mr. Slater called Mr. Mattessich
“my friend and collegue.” He said
that Mr. Mattessich has accomplished
many positive initiatives. He also said
that Mr. Mattessich “has truly made a
difference in the Westfield School
System.” “We need a leader who can
empower others,” he added. Mr.
Friedman nominated GretchanOhlig
to serve as vice-president.

He said that Ms. Ohlig, during her
past three years on the board, assimi-
lated new information quickly and
works collaboratively with others.
Both were elected unanimously.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Dolan then gave an update on
district goals through a power-point
presentation. Ms. Dolan called it a
snapshot of what’s been going on.
Mr. Mattessich said, “We got an early
jump on things this year and a lot of
work went into it.”

Goal one, she said, is to elevate
board work to be more strategic and
forward thinking so committees do
not get bogged down in details.

Goal two, she said, is to clarify
governance structures, roles and re-
sponsibilities of the board and indi-
vidual boardsmanship.

For the district itself, goal one is to
develop and make recommendations
to address long term financial needs
and potential areas to increase rev-
enue. Along with that, to strengthen
partnership with the Education Fund
of Westfield to allocate grants for
targeted district programs. Another
approach is to review board policies
and consider possible changes to in-
crease revenue, e.g., building rental
policy and advertising policy. A new
idea is to explore the establishment
of an alumni foundation to fund tar-
geted facility or program needs.

District goal two is to insure the
community relations program pro-
motes the work of the district and
makes it more responsive to commu-
nity needs. In keeping with this goal
the parent portal has been designed
to allow parents to provide required
approvals electronically and update
data relevant to their children.

Ms. Dolan said the district would
like to develop a system to allow
additional community input into the
board’s policy making. Policies for
first reading will be posted on the
district website and to conduct a com-
munity survey to form the basis for
the five-year strategic plan.

Goal three is to analyze data from
the 2013-2014 teacher and adminis-
trator evaluation system and develop
more professional development to
address areas in need of improve-
ment.

Kindergarten registration will be-
gin next week. The information is
posted on the district website under
important messages.

The next board meeting will be
Tuesday, January 20, at 7:30 p.m. at
the administration building located
at 203 Elm Street.
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WF Re-Org

Westfield Rec. Commission
Outlines ’15 Strategic Plans

Councilman Frank Arena was named
the council’s liaison to the recreation
commission, chairman of the Public
Works Committee and a member of
the council’s Finance Policy Com-
mittee.

Councilman Sam Della Fera was
named chairman of the council’s Fi-
nance Policy Committee, a member
of the Code Review and Town Prop-
erty Committee and the council’s li-
aison to the Tree Preservation Com-
mission and to the Westfield Board of
Education. Mr. Della Fera also was
named the council’s designee to the
Special Improvement District Board.

Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins was
named vice-chairwoman of the Code
Review and Town Property Commit-
tee and a member of the Public Works
Committee. Ms. Kimmins also was
named the council’s liaison to the
Historic Preservation Commission
and liaison to the Westfield Memo-
rial Library Board.

Councilman Mark LoGrippo was
named vice-chairman of the Finance
Policy Committee and a member of
the council’s Code Review and Town
Property Committee.

Councilman Keith Loughlin was
named vice-chairman of the council’s
Public Works Committee and a mem-
ber of the Public Safety, Transporta-
tion and Parking Committee.

Councilman David Oliveira was
named vice-chairman of the council’s
Public Safety, Transportation and
Parking Committee and a member of
the Public Works Committee.

The entire address will be avail-
able for viewing on the town’s
website.

In other news, the town council
passed a resolution to approve the
temporary 2015 municipal budget in
the amount of $13,494,260. As the
formal budgetary process does not
begin until March, the council must
approve a temporary budget in Janu-
ary for any contracts, commitments
or payments due before the final adop-
tion of the 2015 budget.

The next town council conference
session open to the public is sched-
uled for Tuesday, January 13, at 7
p.m., at the municipal building, lo-
cated at 425 East Broad Street. The
conference session will be immedi-
ately followed by the council’s regu-
lar public meeting at 7:45 p.m.

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The recreation
commission welcomed a new mem-
ber and discussed strategic plan-
ning at its first meeting of 2015
held Monday night.

Karen Petruzzi, a resident of Pearl
Street and an active member of the
community for more than 17 years,
was appointed as a new “alternate”
member. Michael Cash and Will-
iam Kelly each were re-appointed
to another term, by Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky, as was Recreation Com-
mission Chairman Peter Echausse.

During the meeting, the commis-
sion members provided the public
with an overview of the three larg-
est projects scheduled for the new
year, which are: the refurbishment
of the tennis courts at Tamaques
Park, possible replacement of the
bathrooms at Memorial Field, and
repairs to the baseball fields at the
Gumbert Park complex.

Councilman Frank Arena, who
serves as the town council’s liaison
to the recreation commission, ad-
vised the public that the process for
obtaining funds for the refurbish-
ing of the tennis courts was in
progress and that every effort would
be made to minimize the impact on
the playing season.

Commission member Jeff
O’Connor provided details on his
ongoing investigation into the cost
differential between purchasing
prefabricated bathroom facilities
and building a new facility at Me-
morial Field. Mr. O’Connor shared
schematics and product brochures
with the other members and indi-
cated that the optimal design ap-
pears to be creating three unisex
facilities and possibly including an
equipment storage area. He indi-
cated he anticipated having com-
plete data for the commission’s re-
view by the end of the month.

The members conducted an ex-
tensive discussion regarding the
strategy for the fields at Gumbert,
which have been the subject of
safety complaints from visiting
teams and officials. The commis-
sion voted to begin the preliminary
investigation into the feasibility of
installing turf on one of the fields
and possibly re-seeding another. Di-
rector of Recreation Bruce
Kaufmann detailed the next steps,
which will include the preparation
of topographical maps and other
schematics regarding drainage and
conditions at the fields.

In other business, commission
member Loren Weinstein, who is
chairman of the commission’s Pool
Committee, presented a detailed re-
view of the results of the Pool Com-
mittee meeting held December 15.
According to Mr. Weinstein, dur-
ing their meeting members of the
committee analyzed issues includ-
ing the operating and capital im-
provements budget, the pool wait
list, capital projects, membership
and guest fees. In addition, they
reviewed the pool facilities operat-
ing hours, the opening and closing
dates for the season, and the appro-
priate level of staffing.

Among the possible capital im-
provements which are being con-
sidered for the pool are upgrades to
the women’s room floors and the
façade of the building. Mr.

Weinstein advised that the commit-
tee recommends no changes to the
fees or operating parameters of the
pool be made.

The Committee unanimously
voted to continue to conduct its
monthly meetings on the first Mon-
day of the month at 7:30 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

GW Re-Org
Both Mr. Lombardo and Mr.

Mathieu said they did not expect
the level of rancor that has existed
the past several years, especially
between Mrs. Quattrocchi – who
was defeated in the June Primary
by the Mathieu-backed Mr. Piarulli
– and her fellow Republican.

“I think so, I really do,” Mr.
Lombardo said. “I think I can bring
a little more of my education of
being on the council 21 years. The
biggest tribute to me is if we never
have a (roll call) vote.”

Mr. Mathieu agreed.
“I think my main role will be as a

watchdog and to represent a dis-
senting point of view where appro-
priate, not for its own sake,” said
Mr. Mathieu, who confirmed he be-
lieves it will be better going for-
ward.

“Absolutely. I don’t think it could
be worse. (Mr. Lombardo) is a man
of character. They all are,” he stated.

However, Mr. Mathieu abstained
from voting on a 31-item consent
agenda, which contained several ad-
ministrative and protocol items such
as reappointing Mr. Nierstedt to the
planning board and Bob Renaud as
borough attorney and mileage re-
imbursement for attendance at
meetings.

But since the consent agenda was
presented to council members “five
minutes” before the meeting, Mr.
Mathieu said there were other items,
such as the bylaws, which he said
he did not have sufficient time to
read in their entirety and therefore
could not vote.

With his abstention, the agenda
passed unanimously. Among the
consent agenda items was the ap-
pointment of Gary Bundy to a three-
year term as municipal court judge.
Mr. Bundy replaces Antonio Inacio,
who was accused in 2013 of an
ethics violation for intervening in a
matter involving Mr. Petruzzelli’s
teenage daughter to avoid her hav-
ing to attend Alcoholics Anony-
mous meetings.

Mr. Lombardo also announced
his standing committee appoint-
ments and the creation of a five-
member “administrative review
committee” to review procedures,
comprised of himself,  Mrs.
Tarantino, Ms. Todisco, Borough
Administrator Christina Ariemma
and Chief Financial Officer Sandra
Bruns.

Mr. Petruzzelli was made chair-
man of the Finance Committee, re-
placing Ms. Todisco – who remains
on the panel, along with Mr. Mar-
tin.

Ms. Todisco will take over the
Streets, Roads and Ecology panel
from Mr. Nierstedt, who remains,
and will be joined by Mr.
Petruzzelli.

Mr. Mathieu will head the Build-
ings and Grounds Committee; Mr.
Martin will chair Laws and Li-
censes; Mrs. Tarantino will lead the
Police, Public Health and Safety
Committee with Mr. Mathieu as the
Board of Health liaison, and Mr.
Nierstedt will be the chairman of
the Fire Committee.

In other matters, Mr. Mathieu
noted that the police force will see
the retirement of an officer at the
end of January. Sgt. Mario Morelli,
who is leaving after 25 years, en-
dorsed a quick replacement. Three
years after the retirement of Chief
William Legg in 2011, the force
returned to its usual complement of
16 — 15 uniformed officers plus
the chief — this past year.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
BEGINNING NEW TERM…FreeholderAngel Estrada is shown with his family
including his wife, Terese, and grandchildren, Keith and Alexandra, after taking
the oath for a new term during Sunday’s county reorganization meeting.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SWEARING IN…Assembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield),
right, administers the oath of office to Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato, left, who was
re-elected for a second term as a Cranford Township Committee member in 2014,
at the committee’s re-orginization meeting Thursday.

SP Democrats Regain Council
Control; Mirabella Named Mng.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Democrats
regained control of the township coun-
cil last week, with the swearing-in of
two new members giving the party
control of four of the five seats on the
government body.

At the council’s reorganization meet-
ing on New Year’s Day, newly-elected
Democrats Rose Checchio and John
Del Sordi, Jr. were sworn into four-
year terms by State Senator Nicholas
Scutari (D-22nd, Linden), while in-
cumbent Llewellyn Jones, the council’s
sole Republican and winner of the most
votes in November’s election, was
sworn into a four-year term by former
Governor Donald DiFrancesco. All
three made brief remarks thanking vot-
ers and their families for their support,
with Mrs. Checchio saying it was im-
portant to “put the people before the

politics.” Since the present form of
municipal government was instituted
more than 40 years ago, Democrats
have controlled the governing body in
1999 and 2013 before winning a ma-
jority two months ago.

In its first official actions of the new
year, the council appointed Alexander
Mirabella — a Democrat from Fan-
wood who has been a member of the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders since 1998 — as the new town-
ship manager and Robert Renaud of
the Palumbo and Renaud law firm in
Cranford as the new township attorney.
Mr. Mirabella’s appointment to suc-
ceed Jerry Giaimis makes him the fifth
full-time manager in the nearly six-
and-a-half years since the retirement of
long-time manager Thomas Atkins.
Councilwoman Colleen Gialanella also
was named to serve as deputy mayor
for 2015.

Mayor Kevin Glover, in a 15-minute
address to a crowded council cham-
bers, said that township citizens had
sent a message in the November elec-
tion: They “want a governing body that
listens” and “works together,” he said,
and want a municipal government “that
is caring and representative of all our
citizens’ needs.” He said that “our daunt-
ing challenge is to be good guardians of
the municipality, to keep our commu-
nity safe and clean, to manage our tax
dollars wisely, to support the recreation
needs of all our citizens, young and
senior alike, and be thoughtful caretak-
ers of our township’s rich history.”

Touching on several issues the coun-
cil will face this year, the mayor prom-
ised a municipal budget that addresses
the needs of the community while be-
ing fiscally prudent. He also promised
renewed efforts to “aggressively” seek
state and county grants and charged
Mr. Mirabella with pursuing those fund-
ing sources.

The mayor placed a “high priority”
on improving communications with
residents on emergency matters, street
closings, weather-related events and
other such matters. He also said he
favored earmarking money paid to the
township from the builders of the hous-
ing development at the Shackamaxon
Country Club for efforts to boost down-
town business district revitalization ef-
forts. Mayor Glover said he has “not
given up on the idea” of a police depart-
ment merger with Fanwood and also
asked Mr. Mirabella to look at internal
operations within the municipal gov-
ernment to see if efficiencies can be
identified and implemented.

The mayor said he will reconstitute
two advisory committees — the tech-
nology advisory committee and cul-
tural arts committee — that were dis-
banded last year. Additionally, he stated
the importance of preserving the vari-
ous historic sites in town for future
generations.

The council reappointed the firm of
Hatch Mott McDonald as township
engineer, Suplee Clooney and Co. as
township auditor and Rogut McCarthy
as township bond counsel. Two ap-
pointments — for municipal prosecu-
tor and health insurance broker — were
tabled for further discussion.

Father John Paladino of St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains gave
the invocation at the start of the 75-
minute meeting, while the Reverend
Kelmo Porter of St. John’s Baptist
Church in Scotch Plains said the bene-
diction to close out the session.

Mountainside Council
Re-organizes for 2015

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — A standing
room only crowd packed Borough Hall
in Mountainside Tuesday night as the
Borough Council conducted its annual
reorganization meeting.

Municipal Judge James DeRose ad-
ministered the Oath of Office for new
three-year terms to Councilwoman
Deanna Andre and Councilman Keith
C. Turner and swore in new members
of the volunteer fireman and the rescue
squad.

Mayor Paul Mirabelli gave a short
State of the Borough address in which
he noted that the community was fis-
cally sound and thriving. The Mayor
detailed the dozens of community
events such as the Memorial Day Pa-
rade, the Fourth of July celebrations,
the PAL Tot Trot, and the PTA Fall
Festival, which he said exemplify the
“spirit” of Mountainside and thanked
the hundreds of volunteers whose ser-
vice makes these events possible. The
Mayor advised residents that 2015
would bring significant development
to the downtown area including the
planned construction of more than two
dozen residential housing units and
several new retail establishments.

The meeting began with the presen-
tation of an award to Dona Osieja in
honor of her 24 years of service as a
trustee of the Mountainside Library
board. Senate Minority Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield), Assem-
bly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-
21st, Westfield), and Assemblywoman
Nancy Munoz (R-21st, Summit) pre-
sented a proclamation to Ms. Osieja,
which acknowledged her decades of
service and Councilman Glenn
Mortimer read a Congressional Proc-
lamation on behalf of Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) and honored Ms. Osieja
with a flag which had flown over the
U.S. Capitol.

Acting Police Chief Allan Attanasio
then presented several awards and
commendations to various members
of the Mountainside Police Depart-
ment.

The first award recognized the brav-
ery of several officers who were in-
volved in the apprehension of two
carjackers in March 2014. The awards
were given to Patrolman Michael
Pasquale, Patrolman James Debbie II,
Corporal Thomas Norton, Sergeant
Andrew Sullivan and Sergeant
Michael Jackson.

The second award was a depart-

ment commendation for Corporal
Jeffery Stinner who was involved in
the arrest of a driver on August 10,
2014 who was in possession of several
packages of narcotics and more than
$9,000 in cash. The citation which he
received on Tuesday was Corporal
Stinner’s 11th commendation in his
16 years of service.

Sergeants Jackson and Richard
Huber received commendations for
their role in an Internet fraud investi-
gation conducted in conjunction with
the U.S. Postal Service. As a result of
their surveillance and forensic ac-
counting work three men were ar-
rested and charged with identity theft
and fraud.

Mayor Paul Mirabelli presented sev-
eral service awards to long time bor-
ough employees. Ruth Rees was hon-
ored for her 29 years of service to the
construction department; Deborah
Abelard was recognized for her 27
years of service in the Mountainside
Court system, Thomas Ruth, who
Mayor Mirabelli, noted was the “go to
guy” for all infrastructure related is-
sues, was honored for his 26 years of
service to the Department of Public
Works. Acting Police Chief Attanasio
and Corporal Kenneth Capobianco
were also honored for more than 25
years of service to the borough.

Municipal Judge James DeRose
then administered the Oath of Office
to Councilwoman Deanna Andre and
Councilman Keith C. Turner and swore
in new members of the volunteer fire-
man and the rescue squad.

Mayor Mirabelli gave a short State
of the Borough address in which he
noted that the community was fiscally
sound and thriving. The Mayor de-
tailed the dozens of community events
such as the Memorial Day Parade, the
Fourth of July celebrations, the PAL
Tot Trot, and the PTA Fall Festival
which exemplify the “spirit” of Moun-
tainside and thanked the hundreds of
volunteers whose service makes these
events possible. The Mayor advised
residents that 2015 would bring sig-
nificant development to the down-
town area including the planned con-
struction of more than two dozen resi-
dential housing units and several new
retail establishments.

The Council passed several resolu-
tions which appointed various indi-
viduals to administrative boards and
committees and voted to conducted
future Council meetings at 7:30 p.m.
rather than 8 p.m.

D’Ambola, and Commissioner of Pub-
lic Affairs, Thomas Hannen, Jr. This
represents no change from 2014.

Two members of the planning board
whose seats were expiring were not
reappointed. Board Secretary Kevin
Illing and Board Alternate Bob
Pipchick, both Democrats, were not
reappointed to the board.

The mayoral appointments to the
planning board were Lynda Feder as a
Class IV Member for a four-year term
ending December 31, 2018, and Donna
Pedde as a Class IV Member for a four-
year term ending December 31, 2018.

Michael Petrucci was appointed as
an alternate no. 1 member for a two-
year term ending December 31, 2016
and Julie Didzbalis as an alternate no. 2

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford Twp. Council Reorganization
member to fill an unexpired term end-
ing December 31, 2015.

Mr. Illing was appointed as a mem-
ber of the zoning board of adjustment.
Jeffrey Pistol was appointed to another
term as a member of that board.

The committee approved, by a 4-to-
1 vote, a resolution to rehire Carl
O’Brien of Maser Consulting as the
township engineer with a term expiring
at the end of the year, as well as a
resolution to have Maser Consulting
supply in-house engineering services
at a rate not to exceed $25,000. Mr.
Hannen was the sole dissenter.

Attorney Diane Dabulas was ap-
pointed as township attorney for an-
other year, ending December 31, 2015.

Mark Cassidy was re-appointed as

Municipal Court judge for a three-year
term expiring December 31, 2017, with
Union County State Superior Court
Assignment Judge Karen Cassidy, his
wife, administering the oath of office.

The committee approved a resolu-
tion to authorize cash incentives to
employees wishing to waive health
benefits. Twenty-five percent, or
$5,000, whichever is less, of the amount
saved by the township will be provided
to the employee as the incentive.

The Westfield Leader was added as a
legal newspaper, and Tap into Cranford
was added as an electronic news source,
to post township notices.

The next township committee offi-
cial meeting will be held Tuesday, Janu-
ary 13.

See it all in Color!
www.goleader.com
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Courtesy of  Angela Holdren
NEW COUNCILWOMAN…Rose Checchio, right, takes the oath of office as Scotch Plains councilwoman from State Senator
Nick Scutari, left, (D-22nd, Linden) as her family looks on.

Courtesy of Brian Horton
POLICE PROMOTION…Newly promoted Police Lt. Francisco Marrero takes
the oath from Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr with his wife, Ellen, and son,
Francisco, Jr., looking on during ceremonies at the council reorganization meeting
in Fanwood on January 1. Fanwood Police Chief Richard Trigo is at right.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW SHERIFF IN COUNTY…Newly sworn-in Union County Sheriff Jo-
seph Cryan makes a few comments during Sunday’s county reorganization
meeting.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW YEAR PLANS…Assemblywoman  Linda Stender (D-22nd, Scotch Plains)
makes a few comments during Sunday’s Union County reorganization meeting
as Union County Democratic Chairman Jerry Green (D-22nd, Plainfield), right,
and Assemblywoman Annette Quijano (D-20th, Elizabeth) look on.

Mirabella Starts Work; First
Focus Is Township Budget

Democrats Regain Council Control;
Mirabella Named New Manager

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Boris, Huegel Begin New
Terms as FW Reorganizes

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Democrats
regained control of the township coun-
cil last week, with the swearing-in of
two new members giving the party
control of four of the five seats on the
government body.

At the council’s reorganization
meeting on New Year’s Day, newly-
elected Democrats Rose Checchio and
John Del Sordi, Jr. were sworn into
four-year terms by State Senator
Nicholas Scutari (D-22nd, Linden),
while incumbent Llewellyn Jones, the
council’s sole Republican and winner
of the most votes in November’s elec-
tion, was sworn into a four-year term
by former Governor Donald
DiFrancesco. All three made brief
remarks thanking voters and their

families for their support, with Mrs.
Checchio saying it was important to
“put the people before the politics.”
Since the present form of municipal
government was instituted more than
40 years ago, Democrats have con-
trolled the governing body in 1999
and 2013 before winning a majority
two months ago.

In its first official actions of the
new year, the council appointed
Alexander Mirabella — a Democrat
from Fanwood who has been a mem-
ber of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders since 1998 — as
the new township manager and Rob-
ert Renaud of the Palumbo and
Renaud law firm in Cranford as the
new township attorney. Mr.
Mirabella’s appointment to succeed
Jerry Giaimis makes him the fifth

full-time manager in the nearly six-
and-a-half years since the retirement
of long-time manager Thomas Atkins.
Councilwoman Colleen Gialanella
also was named to serve as deputy
mayor for 2015.

Mayor Kevin Glover, in a 15-
minute address to a crowded council
chambers, said that township citizens
had sent a message in the November
election: They “want a governing
body that listens” and “works to-
gether,” he said, and want a munici-
pal government “that is caring and
representative of all our citizens’
needs.” He said that “our daunting
challenge is to be good guardians of
the municipality, to keep our commu-
nity safe and clean, to manage our tax
dollars wisely, to support the recre-
ation needs of all our citizens, young
and senior alike, and be thoughtful
caretakers of our township’s rich his-
tory.”

Touching on several issues the
council will face this year, the mayor
promised a municipal budget that
addresses the needs of the commu-
nity while being fiscally prudent. He
also promised renewed efforts to “ag-
gressively” seek state and county
grants and charged Mr. Mirabella with
pursuing those funding sources.

The mayor placed a “high priority”
on improving communications with
residents on emergency matters, street
closings, weather-related events and
other such matters. He also said he
favored earmarking money paid to
the township from the builders of the
housing development at the
Shackamaxon Country Club for ef-
forts to boost downtown business dis-
trict revitalization efforts. Mayor
Glover said he has “not given up on
the idea” of a police department
merger with Fanwood and also asked
Mr. Mirabella to look at internal op-
erations within the municipal govern-
ment to see if efficiencies can be
identified and implemented.

The mayor said he will reconstitute
two advisory committees — the tech-
nology advisory committee and cul-
tural arts committee — that were dis-
banded last year. Additionally, he
stated the importance of preserving
the various historic sites in town for
future generations.

The council reappointed the firm
of Hatch Mott McDonald as town-
ship engineer, Suplee Clooney and
Co. as township auditor and Rogut
McCarthy as township bond counsel.
Two appointments — for municipal
prosecutor and health insurance bro-

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Re-elected Coun-
cilmen Kevin Boris and Russell
Huegel, of the all-Democratic Bor-
ough Council, were sworn in to
new terms on New Year’s Day as
the council held its reorganization
meeting.

Following an invocation by the
Reverend Jane Rockman, rector of
the All Saints’ Episcopal Church in
Scotch Plains, Mayor Colleen Mahr
made a number of appointments for
the new year. Erik Frins was ap-
pointed public defender and Dan
McCarthy, of Rogut and McCarthy,
was appointed borough attorney.
Katherine Mitchell was appointed
to serve as council president in
2015. She also was appointed to
serve on the Union County Rev-
enue Sharing Committee.

Councilman Jack Molenaar was
appointed to serve one year on the
planning board. A long list of ap-
pointments was made to various

boards and committees which serve
the borough.

Tom Plante, of the Fanwood
Democratic Committee, presented
certificates to the newly-elected
councilmen.

A resolution was passed ratify-
ing the collective bargaining agree-
ment with the Fanwood Police Be-
nevolent Association (PBA).

The council approved several pro-
motions in the police department:
Sgt. Francisco Marrero and Sgt.
Eugene Chin to lieutenant, and Cpl.
Ronald Greco and Ptl. Philip Ugone
to sergeant. Police Chief Richard
Trigo presided and administered the
oath of office.

Daniel Piccola, the son of the
volunteer fire chief, was sworn in
as a new probationary police of-
ficer and was appointed to begin at
the John H. Stamler Police Acad-
emy in Scotch Plains on Friday,
January 16.

Councilman Huegel, former
council president, commented on
the negotiations with the PBA, say-
ing, “Nice work on everybody’s
part.” Councilman Tom Kranz said
he had abstained from the voting
because his son is a police officer.

Mayor Mahr thanked all those
who are in the uniformed services
who serve the borough. She also
thanked their families. She pointed
out that the fire and rescue squad
members are all volunteers.

In her remarks, the mayor said,
“Fanwood can be proud of a rede-
signed and revitalized downtown,
which is a mix of residential and
commercial and contributes to the
vitality of the community.” She
thanked the planning board for the
South Avenue zoning. She said with
the coming of the one-seat ride on
the Raritan Valley railway line, resi-
dents should see a 30-percent in-
crease in their property values.

“This year, we are looking for-
ward to Fanwood Crossing III, a
new townhome community to be
built in the downtown,” she said.

Union County Freeholder Chris
Hudak and State Senator Nicholas
Scutari (D-22nd, Linden) attended
the meeting. Mr. Hudak said, “Fan-
wood is a great partner for the
county.” Sen. Scutari added, “These
days are filled with promise; I ex-
pect better and better things.”

Mayor Mahr said this year the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains’ new municipal manager says
his first priority is getting to work on
the 2015 township budget.

Alexander Mirabella, who was
named to the post last week, admitted
in a conversation this week with The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
his first few days on the job had been
“very hectic” but “good and produc-
tive.” A day after his New Year’s Day
appointment, Mr. Mirabella, who has
lived in Fanwood for the past 11
years, stopped in to his new office to
look over paperwork and get ac-
quainted with his new surroundings.
On his first full day, on Monday, he
“walked around the entire building
and met all the staff here, and talked
about issues and projects they are
involved with.”

He told The Times that he is getting
to work on the municipal budget and
met this week with township Finance
Director Lori Majeski to have a pre-
liminary look at the township’s num-
bers. Last year’s $24.27-million bud-

get was funded in part by $15.9 mil-
lion in property-tax levies, an antici-
pated $650,000 in construction code
fees, $154,000 in rents received from
telephone companies for the use of
township-owned cell towers and
$2,227,587 in state aid. More than
$2.7 million of the $3.4-million town-
ship surplus also was utilized. The
municipal portion of the property-
tax bill for the average Scotch Plains
homeowner amounted to $1,857 in
2014. The average increase in the
municipal tax portion of the prop-
erty-tax bill was $11 — or 0.6 per-
cent — over 2013.

Mr. Mirabella said he will soon
gather department heads for a meet-
ing to discuss their anticipated needs
for this year. He noted that former
township manager Jerry Giaimis had
asked department heads last fall to
begin assembling their spending pro-
posals for 2015.

After working for Chubb Corp. for
28 years, Mr. Mirabella said he left
his position there, “to do what I love
to do, to have the opportunity to help

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

BOE Elects Bauer President;
Welcomes New Members

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – At the be-
ginning of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education re-
organizational meeting held Tues-
day evening, Evan Murray and
Warren McFall of Scotch Plains and
Jeanne Cleary of Fanwood were
sworn in as board of education
members. All three will serve three-
year terms.

According to the board secretary’s
report read by Deborah Saridaki, out
of 16,731 registered voters in Scotch
Plains, 7,120 votes were cast last
November. Those voter statistics gave
2,697 votes to Mr. Murray and 2,022
votes to Mr. McFall.

In Fanwood, out of 5,185 regis-
tered voters, 2,124 people cast their
votes in last November’s election,
giving Mrs. Cleary 984 votes for her
seat on the board of education.

Next, board member Trip
Whitehouse nominated Nancy Bauer
to be president of the board. The rest
of the board unanimously voted in
favor of her serving as president for
the 2015 year. Mrs. Bauer was not

present at the meeting.
In addition, board member Karen

Kulikowski nominated Mrs. Cleary
as the board’s vice-president. Mrs.
Cleary also was unanimously voted
into her position.

Mr. Whitehouse was then thanked
for his many years of service as the
board’s president. Mrs. Cleary as well
as the other members of the board
noted all of the hard work, dedication
and time Mr. Whitehouse had given
as board president over the years.

Mr. Whitehouse then noted that he
thought Mrs. Bauer was going to be a
“wonderful leader” and stated, “I am
looking forward to my new view of
the room.”

Finally, Mr. Whitehouse was unani-
mously voted to serve as the represen-
tative of the board on the Union County
Educational Services Commission’s
Representative Assembly as he has
done for many years in the past.

The next board of education meet-
ing will be held on Thursday, Janu-
ary 22, at 7:30 p.m., in the Admin-
istration Building on Evergreen Av-
enue and Cedar Street in Scotch
Plains.
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Lombardo Takes Reins
As Garwood’s New Mayor

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Former seven-term
councilman Charles Lombardo took
the reins as Garwood’s 30th mayor on
January 2, stating his focus for the
upcoming year as parking, redevel-
opment and tax impact.

Mr. Lombardo, a Democrat who
defeated Republican Sal Piarulli in
the November election by 21 votes
out of more than 1,200 cast, took the
oath of office along with returning
council members Lou Petruzzelli, who
was elected to a third consecutive
term, and Sara Todisco, who also
won re-election.

“I will support responsible devel-
opment, the key word being respon-
sible,” Mr. Lombardo said in his first
address as mayor.

The Garwood Planning Board, in
the past year, has approved the build-
ing of an expanded mixed-use build-
ing across from the Garwood Mall on
South Avenue that will include 12
apartments and 5,000 square feet of
retail space and okayed a use vari-
ance for nine townhomes off Fourth
Avenue.

The board and council in the past
year also have discussed the largely
abandoned industrial properties of
the old Casale manufacturing plant
on South Avenue and the Garwood
Paperboard site on North Avenue.

Mr. Lombardo, who was on coun-
cil from 1987 to 2007, appointed
himself – as well as reappointing
Bruce Paterson – to a one-year term
on the planning board. Mr. Paterson,
who was appointed to the planning
board last year by former Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi, is one of four plantiffs
who has sued the board over the Fourth
Avenue townhomes.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
Publisher Horace Corbin and his
brother, Assistant Publisher David
Corbin, are two other plaintiffs.

Paul Tarantino, husband of Coun-
cilwoman Ann Tarantino, Gene
Jannotti and Michael Vena will return
to the board for four-year terms, while
Mrs. Quattrocchi was moved to an
alternate and will join Craig
McCarrick, Tim Hak and newcomer
Steve Napolitano in that role.

Councilman Bill Nierstedt also will
return for a one-year term on the
planning board. Chairman Steven
Greet, Robert Scherer and Kathleen
Villaggio remain on the board. Al Del
Conte and Ileen Cuccaro, the other
board member who is a plaintiff in the
Fourth Avenue matter, will not return
to the planning board.

With Councilman Mike Martin ab-
sent, the council unanimously elected
Mr. Nierstedt as president.

Mr. Lombardo and Mr. Nierstedt
will oversee an unchanged council from
last year with four Democrats — Mr.
Petruzzelli, Ms. Todisco, Mrs. Tarantino
and Mr. Nierstedt — and two Republi-
cans, Mr. Martin and Jim Mathieu.

Both Mr. Lombardo and Mr.
Mathieu said they did not expect the
level of rancor that has existed the
past several years, especially between
Mrs. Quattrocchi – who was defeated
in the June Primary by the Mathieu-
backed Mr. Piarulli – and her fellow
Republican.

“I think so, I really do,” Mr.
Lombardo said. “I think I can bring a
little more of my education of being
on the council 21 years. The biggest
tribute to me is if we never have a (roll

call) vote.”
Mr. Mathieu agreed.
“I think my main role will be as a

watchdog and to represent a dissent-
ing point of view where appropriate,
not for its own sake,” said Mr.
Mathieu, who confirmed he believes
it will be better going forward.

“Absolutely. I don’t think it could
be worse. (Mr. Lombardo) is a man of
character. They all are,” he stated.

However, Mr. Mathieu abstained
from voting on a 31-item consent
agenda, which contained several ad-
ministrative and protocol items such
as reappointing Mr. Nierstedt to the
planning board and Bob Renaud as
borough attorney and mileage reim-
bursement for attendance at meetings.

But since the consent agenda was
presented to council members “five
minutes” before the meeting, Mr.
Mathieu said there were other items,
such as the bylaws, which he said he
did not have sufficient time to read in
their entirety and therefore could not
vote.

With his abstention, the agenda
passed unanimously. Among the con-
sent agenda items was the appoint-
ment of Gary Bundy to a three-year
term as municipal court judge. Mr.
Bundy replaces Antonio Inacio, who
was accused in 2013 of an ethics
violation for intervening in a matter
involving Mr. Petruzzelli’s teenage
daughter to avoid her having to attend
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings.

Mr. Lombardo also announced his
standing committee appointments and
the creation of a five-member “ad-
ministrative review committee” to
review procedures, comprised of him-
self, Mrs. Tarantino, Ms. Todisco,
Borough Administrator Christina
Ariemma and Chief Financial Officer
Sandra Bruns.

Mr. Petruzzelli was made chair-
man of the Finance Committee, re-
placing Ms. Todisco – who remains
on the panel, along with Mr. Martin.

Ms. Todisco will take over the
Streets, Roads and Ecology panel
from Mr. Nierstedt, who remains, and
will be joined by Mr. Petruzzelli.

Mr. Mathieu will head the Buildings
and Grounds Committee; Mr. Martin
will chair Laws and Licenses; Mrs.
Tarantino will lead the Police, Public
Health and Safety Committee with Mr.
Mathieu as the Board of Health liaison,
and Mr. Nierstedt will be the chairman
of the Fire Committee.

In other matters, Mr. Mathieu noted
that the police force will see the retire-
ment of an officer at the end of January.
Sgt. Mario Morelli, who is leaving
after 25 years, endorsed a quick re-
placement. Three years after the retire-
ment of Chief William Legg in 2011,
the force returned to its usual comple-
ment of 16 — 15 uniformed officers
plus the chief — this past year.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BEGINNING NEW TERM…FreeholderAngel Estrada is shown with his family
including his wife, Terese, and grandchildren, Keith and Alexandra, after taking
the oath for a new term during Sunday’s county reorganization meeting.

WF Council Conducts
Reorganization Meeting

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — At the governing
body’s reorganization meeting held last
Friday night, Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
announced the acting and alternate
mayoral appointments for various town
boards and committees for 2015. Also
announced were the town council liai-
sons for those assemblies.

Mayor Skibitsky presented his an-
nual State of the Town address to the
audience, which included State As-
sembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick
(R-21st, Westfield), State Senate Mi-
nority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) and other dignitaries.

Mayor Skibitsky began his address
by referencing his State of the Town
address from last year. “Last year, I
described the State of the Town in just
one word – strong. Strong as in resil-
ient, strong as in enduring, strong as in
robust. This year I need two words –
very strong.”

The mayor next cited several recent
accolades and awards presented to the
town by New Jersey Monthly maga-
zine, Aspire.com, the American Plan-
ning Association, New Jersey Chapter,
and Movoto, a national real estate bro-
kerage.

“While receiving recognition from
outside groups is an honor, we know
that the true State of the Town, what
really defines us as a community, are
the people.

“The people who with great pride
call Westfield their home town. It’s
about the parents who chose to raise
their families here. It’s about the close-
knit neighborhoods that hold annual
block parties. It’s about the abun-
dance of recreational, educational,
cultural and spiritual opportunities.
It’s about the hundreds if not thou-
sands of volunteers who give so gen-
erously of their time and talents to
coach and guide our youngsters in
sports, Scouting and other activities.
It’s about our senior citizens, many
of whom contributed to making
Westfield what it is today and now
staying to be close to their families
that they have raised. It’s about all the
hard-working merchants, profession-
als, restaurateurs, proprietors who
have invested in Westfield and cho-
sen it as their business home. Thank
you to each and every one of your
individual contributions in making
Westfield a truly unique and remark-
able place that it is,” the mayor said.

In terms of council appointments,
Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan was
named acting mayor in Mr. Skibitsky’s
absence while Councilman James
Foerst was named alternate acting
mayor.

Ms. Neylan also was named the
council’s liaison to both the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
and the Westfield Municipal Alliance/
PANDA (Preventing Alcohol, Narcotic,
and Drug Abuse). Ms. Neylan addi-
tionally was named chairwoman of the
council’s Public Safety, Transportation
and Parking Committee and a member
of the council’s Finance Committee.

Mr. Foerst also was named the plan-
ning board liaison for the council,
chairman of the council’s Code Re-
view and Town Property Committee
and a member of the council’s Public
Safety, Transportation and Parking
Committee.

Councilman Frank Arena was named
the council’s liaison to the recreation
commission, chairman of the Public

Works Committee and a member of the
council’s Finance Policy Committee.

Councilman Sam Della Fera was
named chairman of the council’s Fi-
nance Policy Committee, a member of
the Code Review and Town Property
Committee and the council’s liaison to
the Tree Preservation Commission and
to the Westfield Board of Education.
Mr. Della Fera also was named the
council’s designee to the Special Im-
provement District Board.

Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins was
named vice-chairwoman of the Code
Review and Town Property Commit-
tee and a member of the Public Works
Committee. Ms. Kimmins also was
named the council’s liaison to the His-
toric Preservation Commission and li-
aison to the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary Board.

Councilman Mark LoGrippo was
named vice-chairman of the Finance
Policy Committee and a member of the
council’s Code Review and Town Prop-
erty Committee.

Councilman Keith Loughlin was
named vice-chairman of the council’s
Public Works Committee and a mem-
ber of the Public Safety, Transportation
and Parking Committee.

Councilman David Oliveira was
named vice-chairman of the council’s
Public Safety, Transportation and Park-
ing Committee and a member of the
Public Works Committee.

The entire address will be available
for viewing on the town’s website.

In other news, the town council
passed a resolution to approve the tem-
porary 2015 municipal budget in the
amount of $13,494,260. As the formal
budgetary process does not begin until
March, the council must approve a
temporary budget in January for any
contracts, commitments or payments
due before the final adoption of the
2015 budget.

The next town council conference
session open to the public is scheduled
for Tuesday, January 13, at 7 p.m., at
the municipal building, located at 425
East Broad Street. The conference ses-
sion will be immediately followed by
the council’s regular public meeting at
7:45 p.m.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CATCHING UP…Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, left, chats with her former
Freeholder colleague, Deborah Scanlon, during Sunday’s county reorganization
meeting.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mirabella
the community.” He pronounced him-
self as “excited by the challenges” in
his new position, which he said, “al-
lows me to combine my corporate
and government experience.”

Mr. Mirabella has been an elected
member of the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders since 1997,
and he told The Times he anticipates
remaining on that governing body. He
also denied that possible conflicts of
interest will arise between his
manager’s position and his
freeholder’s post. He said he had dis-
cussed the matter with the county coun-
sel and will keep himself aware of any
potential conflicts as they may arise.

Mr. Mirabella’s appointment to suc-
ceed Mr. Giaimis makes him the fifth
full-time manager in the nearly six-
and-a-half years since the 2008 retire-
ment of long-time manager Thomas
Atkins. The new administrator of the
township’s day-to-day affairs says he
looks forward to an open government
where he can “talk to people, hear
what they like, what they don’t like,
and see what we can do to help them.”

ker — were tabled for further discus-
sion.

Father John Paladino of St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains gave
the invocation at the start of the 75-
minute meeting, while the Reverend
Kelmo Porter of St. John’s Baptist
Church in Scotch Plains said the bene-
diction to close out the session.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Council
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FW Re-Org
borough hopes to pursue a mean-
ingful discussion with Scotch Plains
on shared services. She mentioned
the “wonderful tradition” since the
1950s of Santa delivering a gift to
every child in the community.
“These are the things that bring us
together,” she said.

She closed by saying, “Our
dreams and our hopes are high. We
will try to make you proud of this
community.”

A closing benediction was of-
fered by Reverend Rockman. A lun-
cheon reception followed at the
Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Arts
Center/Carriage House on Watson
Road.

The next regular meeting of the
council will be on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 21, at 7 p.m., at Borough Hall,
located at 75 North Martine Av-
enue.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GETTING DOWN TO BUSINESS...The Scotch Plains Township Council met
on Tuesday night for its first official meeting since swearing in newly-elected
members of the governing body on New Year’s Day.

Council to Look Again At
Downtown Development

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council appears set to take yet
another fresh look this year at ways
to revitalize the downtown busi-
ness district, which, over the past
decade-and-a-half, has been the
focus of consultant studies, ad hoc
committees, a group comprised of
local businesses and a six-year-old
special improvement district.

At the governing body’s confer-
ence meeting Tuesday, Mayor Kevin
Glover said he favored disbanding
the committee that was formed last
year to come up with new ideas for
boosting business activity in the
downtown. Last month, that commit-
tee presented three recommendations
to the council, including a jitney ser-
vice, asking that Scotch Plains’ name
be attached to NJ Transit signs at the
Fanwood train station and working
with high-school students on mar-
keting efforts. The mayor this week
made it clear he was not pleased with
the committee’s efforts. “I wonder
what was going on for six months”
prior to the group’s December 16
presentation of its ideas, he said. He
also stated his belief that downtown
development should be within the
purview of the council.

The mayor broached the idea of
somehow reviving the Scotch Plains
Management Corporation (SPMC),
which was formed in 2008 to over-
see the special improvement dis-
trict that was set up to collect an-
nual fees from commercial prop-
erty owners that would fund busi-
ness district activities. The group’s
budget was zeroed out last year in
the wake of protests from those
same property owners, who com-
plained the $400 annual assessment
had not resulted in any boost to the
downtown. While the mayor said
he was “adamantly opposed” to
imposing fees on property owners,
“there are other ways to provide
benefits” to the business district.
He asked that the SPMC’s account
be examined to see how much
money is in its coffers. He men-
tioned using the $50,000 paid to the
township from the builders of the
housing development at the
Shackamaxon Country Club for
downtown efforts.

Councilman Llewellyn Jones, af-
ter criticizing the mayor’s “unfair”
comments about the 2014 commit-

tee, said that perhaps the council
could evaluate the committee’s
meeting minutes from last year to
get a better idea of the various ideas
being talked about. Complaining
that the committee was supposed to
be non-partisan when it “clearly
was not,” Mayor Glover said that
“certain people were privy” to the
committee’s work while the coun-
cil as a whole was not kept up to
date. “They didn’t do what was
promised,” he added.

Deputy Mayor Colleen Gialanella
also presented her council colleagues
with a report she prepared on ideas
for boosting downtown business ac-
tivity. “People are looking for a shop-
ping experience,” she said, adding
that the “historical uniqueness” of
Scotch Plains needs to be empha-
sized as part of any revitalization
effort. She pointed to other area
towns, specifically Garwood, with
formerly moribund business districts
that have thrived in recent years.

In other business, Township Man-
ager Al Mirabella spoke briefly
about township recreation and said
he preferred to have the director of
that department report directly to
him rather than to the independent
recreation commission. He said he
will study the present structure to
see “if it makes sense” and whether
a change in how recreation pro-
grams and activities are operated is
a viable option. He also promised a
“hard look” at improving efficien-
cies within the municipal govern-
ment, pointing specifically to the
public works department as one area
where overlaps with similar depart-
ments in Fanwood, at the board of
education and at the county level,
may need to be addressed.

Deputy Mayor Gialanella noted
that, “we have five different public
works departments [township pub-
lic works, recreation department
public works, county public works,
Fanwood public works and the
school system’s maintenance de-
partment], all with different pur-
chasing, different supplies and dif-
ferent labor contracts.”
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Jalloh Begins Term as
Freeholder Chairman

COUNTY — Freeholder Chair-
man Mohamed Jalloh on Sunday an-
nounced a series of initiatives for
2015 entitled “Investing in Union
County” that includes new initiatives
in economic development, arts, edu-
cation, quality of life improvements
and public safety.

Mr. Jalloh, a resident of Union,
was selected as chairman of the Union
County Freeholder Board at the 158th
annual reorganization meeting held
in the Union County Courthouse in
Elizabeth. He began serving as Free-
holder in 2010. This is his first term
as chairman.

County Surrogate James LaCorte
and Freeholders Christopher Hudak
(last year’s chairman), Angel Estrada
and Vernell Wright were sworn in to
new terms. Sheriff Joseph Cryan was
sworn into his first full term. Free-
holder Bruce Bergen was appointed
as Freeholder vice-chairman.

In reflecting upon a number of
governmental decisions made by the
Freeholder Board over the past sev-
eral years, Mr. Jalloh noted the county
is rebounding and must continue to
“play offense” through a series of
strategic initiatives for the New Year.

“Those steps proved very effective
and we have emerged a stronger
county government because of it,”
Mr. Jalloh said. “It is time again for
the county to focus on making the
investments in our future that will
help boost the economy and enhance
the quality of life for our residents.”

Mr. Jalloh went on to outline his
“Investing in Union County” initia-
tives:

“Road map to success” – The
county will commission a report, con-
ducted through the Bloustein School
at Rutgers, that will examine trends
in Union County’s overall economy;

“Build a Community of The Arts”
– this set of initiatives would build a
county-wide arts ecosystem that will
grow and stimulate Union County’s
economy, including: an Arts Master
plan, with assistance from former
Rahway Mayor Jim Kennedy, which
would catalogue the county’s arts
resources and determine how to best
utilize them, market them and move
forward with a plan for advancing the
arts;

The Union County Advancing
Community Theatre (UCACT) ini-
tiative, through which the county
would sponsor and promote five or
more theatre events at the Union
County Performing Arts Center
(UCPAC);

A new partnership with Union
County College to offer classes in
acting, dance and public speaking at
UCPAC that will be open to all resi-
dents;

A “creative placemaking initiative,”
which will involve covering traffic
control boxes with the artistic ex-
pressions of local artists, aimed at
enhancing community arts and revi-
talization.

“College Readiness Now” – De-
velop a partnership with Union
County College to expand this pilot
program which tests juniors near the
end of the academic year to ensure
they are prepared for college and
help avoid remediation courses.

“Families First initiative” – which
includes a partnership involving the
United Way of Greater Union County,
the Workforce Investment Board and
the Department of Human Services,

that would lead to additional after
school programs, workforce invest-
ment training and support for fami-
lies;

A pilot program with Community
Coordinated Child Care (also known
as “four C’s”) to serve those who do
not meet eligibility for state-subsi-
dized child care;

Work with various partners includ-
ing the court administration, the
sheriff’s office, human service agen-
cies and the prosecutor’s office, to
ensure safety and better services for
families affected by domestic vio-
lence;

A series of economic development
and workforce initiatives meant to
boost the economy and create new
opportunities, including: a $2.3-mil-
lion expansion of the Union County
Workforce Investment Board (WIB)
program at the Jersey Gardens Mall
in Elizabeth to boost job training, job
creation and employment programs
for county residents;

The Entrepreneurship Training
Program, which just began through
the WIB, is aimed at assisting indi-
viduals who want to start and man-
age their own business; and a part-
nership with the New Jersey State
AFL-CIO (community services
agency) to screen and assist quali-
fied, legal, permanent residents who
live in Union County with their
naturalization;

The creation of a Union County
economic development response
team to approach each Union County
municipality about their needs. This
would open a dialogue on sharing
services, identifying opportunities
and maximizing resources in spur-
ring economic growth;

Public safety and recreational an-
nouncements aimed at improving the
quality of life, including:

The creation of a new street crimes
unit through the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment that would focus on emerging
public safety concerns;

Action on a recently completed
assessment of parks, public works
and motor vehicle locations to install
safety cameras as a deterrent to crime
in those locations;

Continuing the Union County Gun
Buyback program with another round
coming later this summer;

Enhanced development of parks,
such as continuing the “turf and build”
program and bike path improvements,
as well as roads and infrastructure
measures with the goal of increasing
recreational opportunities in the
county;

Finally, in discussing last year’s
developments in Ferguson, Mo. and
Staten Island, Mr. Jalloh added that it
“is incumbent upon all of us as gov-
ernment leaders to assist in the effort
to maintain or restore the bond of
trust between our different commu-
nities and our police departments.”

Mr. Jalloh has initiated conversa-
tions with Assemblyman Jerry Green
(D-22nd, Plainfield), the prosecutor’s
office, the sheriff’s office and the
county’s public safety director re-
garding programs that could be of-
fered at the county’s police Academy
and through county police.

Westfield Announces
Town Appointments

Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
and the town council approved the
following appointments at the gov-
erning body’s reorganization meet-
ing on January 2.

Acting Mayor – JoAnn Neylan;
Alternate Acting Mayor – James
Foerst

Planning Board Liaison – James
Foerst

Board of Adjustment: John DeSena
(to fill unexpired term), Robert White-
head, Frank Fortino, Edward
Stellingwerf, Alt. 1, December 31,
2016 and Joe Loftus, Alt. 2, Decem-
ber 31, 2016. Municipal Prosecutor –
Anthony Prieto, Public Defender –
Gavin Handwerker and Municipal
Judge (three years) — Brenda
Coppola Cuba

Special Improvement District
Board: Dominick Verdic, property
owner; Robert Centrella, resident;
Council Designee – Sam Della Fera;
Mayor Designee – Stephanie Walsh;
Ex Officio - James Gildea, town ad-
ministrator.

Town Administrator – James
Gildea (three years)

Official Newspapers - The Westfield
Leader and The Star-Ledger

Board of Health: Sherl Brand (four
years); Joshua Sun (four years); Neil
Snitow, Alt. 2 (two years); Council
Liaison, David Oliveira

Recreation Commission: Peter
Echausse, chairman; William Kelly
(three years); Mike Cash (three years);
Jennifer Czarnecki (three years); Beth
Dencker, Alt. 1 (two years); Karen
Petruzzi, Alt 2 (two years) and Frank
Arena, Council Liaison

Historic Preservation Commission:
Kelly Kessler, Jennifer Czarnecki,
Christopher Miele, Howard Wolf,
Kathy Monteiro, Marc McCabe and
Mike Fisher, Alt. 1, Council Liaison
– Vicki Kimmins

Board of Architectural Review:
David Hagen and William Taylor;
Tree Preservation Commission: Shari

Cohen; Council Liaison – Sam Della
Fera; Memorial Library Board: Tho-
mas Delaney and Vicki Kimmins,
Council Liaison; Communications
Advisory Board: Todd Felter, Ed
Savickas and Lilian Louie

Westfield Housing Commission:
Joseph Farella, John DeSena,
Katherine Clifford and Ronald
Bansky; Planning Board: Robert
Newell; Michael Fisher, Alt. 1;
Mayor’s Designee – Kenneth
Donnelly and Town Engineer Kris
McAloon, Class II

Community Development Revenue
Sharing Committee: John DeSena and
Kris McAloon; Insurance Advisory
Board: Oliver Kirna; Solid Waste Ad-
visory Board: Vincent Spera

Union County Transportation Ad-
visory Board: John Morgan, Delegate,
and George Lanzano, Alternate; Air
Traffic Advisory Board: Jerome Feder
and Greg Baschkoff

Council Liaisons: Chamber of
Commerce – Councilwoman Jo Ann
Neylan; Union County League of
Municipalities – Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky; Board of Education –
Councilman Sam Della Fera; 2nd
Senior Citizens Housing Corpora-
tion – Mayor Andrew Skibitsky and
Municipal Alliance/PANDA – Coun-
cilwoman Jo Ann Neylan

Council Committees: Finance
Policy Committee – Sam Della Fera,
chairman; Mark LoGrippo, vice-chair-
man; Jo Ann Neylan and Frank Arena

Public Safety, Transportation and
Parking Committee: Jo Ann Neylan,
chairwoman; David Oliveira, vice-
chairman; Jim Foerst and Keith
Loughlin

Code Review and Town Property
Committee: Jim Foerst, chairman;
Vicki Kimmins, vice-chairwoman;
Sam Della Fera and Mark LoGrippo

Public Works Committee: Frank
Arena, chairman; Keith Loughlin,
vice-chairman; Vicki Kimmins and
David Oliveira
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Bramnick Announces
Panelists for Summit

TRENTON – Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) has announced nine pan-
elists for the Healthcare Summit he is
hosting at Kean University on Tues-
day, January 20. The panelists repre-
sent various patient groups, hospital
associations, insurance companies
and the business community.

Joining Mr. Bramnick will be: Neil
Eicher, New Jersey Hospital Asso-
ciation; Tony Pizzutello, New Jersey
Neurosurgical Society; Jeanette
Hoffman, Bayada Nurses; Christine
Stearns, New Jersey Business and
Industry Association (NJBIA); Ward
Sanders, New Jersey Association of
Health Plans; Desmond Slattery, New

Jersey Association of Health Under-
writers; Michele Kent, Leading Age
New Jersey; Ted Kastner, Develop-
mental Disabilities Health Alliance,
and Mischael Azam, Medical Soci-
ety of New Jersey.

Topics to be discussed include
Doctor-Patient Decision Making,
Challenges Facing Hospitals in 2015,
and Healthcare Costs and Mandates
on Insurance Companies. The sum-
mit will be open to the general public.
Those interested in attending the 1
p.m. event in the STEM Auditorium,
Room 221, can respond to Kevin
Logan in the Assembly Republican
Office by calling (609) 847-3400 or
e-mail klogan@njleg.org.

Lance Introduces Balanced
Budget Amendment

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) is proposing
a balanced budget amendment to the
Constitution of the United States. It is
the initial piece of legislation Mr.
Lance has introduced during the 114th
Congress, which convened for the
first time on Tuesday.

“Many states, including New Jer-
sey, are required to balance their state
budgets, yet the federal government
continues to spend more than it takes
in,” the Seventh District lawmaker
said. “A balanced budget amendment
would be a major step in placing our
nation on a glide path toward fiscal
restraint and bringing greater eco-
nomic certainty to help create the
jobs we so desperately need.”

Mr. Lance said his bill would bal-
ance the budget by requiring: a three-
fifths vote for any increases in rev-
enue and the debt. That the President
submit a balanced budget to Con-
gress. Exceptions to these provisions

are provided in which a declaration
of war is in effect.

In the New Jersey State Legisla-
ture, Mr. Lance led the fight against
borrowing without voter approval. In
2004 he successfully sued Governor
James McGreevey on the issue in the
state Supreme Court, and in 2008
New Jersey voters approved the
“Lance Amendment” to the State
Constitution, which requires all fu-
ture borrowing to be approved by the
voters.

“In 1995, the U.S. House over-
whelmingly passed a balanced bud-
get amendment by a 300-to-132 vote.
Yet it failed in the U.S. Senate by a
single vote. Twenty years later, as our
nation faces an $18-trillion debt, I
put forth a proposed constitutional
amendment that will require Con-
gress to make the tough decisions
necessary to balance the budget for
taxpayers today and for future gen-
erations,” he said.

Freeholders Make
2015 Appointments

The Union County Freeholders
made the following appointments at
their reorganization meeting on Sun-
day:

Official newspapers: Gannett NJ
Newspaper, La Voz, Westfield
Leader, NJ Advanced Media (Star-
Ledger), Luso Americano and NJN
Publishing

Freeholder Clerk (re-appointment,
three-year term), James E. Pellettiere

County Counsel: Robert E. Barry
(three-year term)

Labor and Personnel Counsel:
Bauch, Zucker, Hatfield, LLC

Personnel Counsel: Roth
D’Aquanni, LLC

Worker’s Compensation Defense
Counsel Services: James Jude Plaia
and Fishman McIntyre

Special Counsel to the Union
County Planning Board: Manuel

Grova
Freeholder Appointments: New

Jersey Transportation Planning Au-
thority, Freeholder Angel G. Estrada
(Delegate) and Freeholder Sergio
Granados (Alternate)

Union County Delegate to
Meadowlink: Freeholder Angel G.
Estrada

New Jersey Association of Coun-
ties: Freeholder Vernell Wright (Del-
egate), Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski (Alternate) and County
Manager Alfred J. Faella (Second
Alternate)

County Vocational-Technical
Board of Education: Lawrence
Caroselli (re-appointment) and
Scotch Plains Councilman John
DelSordi, Jr.

Union County Planning Advisory
Board: Lawanda Gilbert

Pallone Urges Park Service to
Abandon Sandy Hook Fee Hike

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-6th) attended
a public comment session to ex-
press his concern regarding the
National Parks Service’s (NPS) pro-
posed fee increases at Sandy Hook.
At Rep. Pallone’s request, the NPS
agreed to hold this public hearing
at Sandy Hook where New
Jerseyans could voice their opin-
ions regarding the proposed
changes. The proposed fee increases
would raise camping fees at the
park in 2015 and also raise parking
fees starting in 2017.

“Sandy Hook is one of our area’s
true natural treasures, and New Jer-
sey families deserve the opportunity
to be able to visit the beach at an
affordable price,” Rep. Pallone said.
“My concern is that these proposed
fee increases will make it less likely
that many in our community will be
able to enjoy all Sandy Hook has to
offer this summer. During these times
when families are still struggling with
daily costs, the National Park Service

should not be making access to recre-
ational areas more expensive.”

Mr. Pallone also highlighted the
fact that this is the second proposed
fee increase at the park in two years.
NPS increased daily fees at Sandy
Hook in 2012.

The new proposed parking fees
would increase the daily rates from
$15 to $20 per car and from $75 to
$100 for season passes, effective in
2017. Also, the proposed changes
would increase camping fees at Sandy
Hook from $20 to $30 starting during
the summer of 2015.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Rajoppi Issues Annual
County Clerk’s Report

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

JONES

CONSTRUCTION
COMMITTED TO SUPERIOR

QUALITY & CRAFTMANSHIP

908-380-9984
Additons • Alterations • Excavating
Waterproofing • Hardscapes • Decks

NJ LIC # 13VH08056400

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

PAINTING

MARINO’S PAINTING
“The Neatest Painter Around”

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Expert preparation & clean-up

• Paper Hanging & Wall Paper Removal
 • Sheetrock & Trimwork - Powerwashing

• Deck Repairs & Staining - Driveway Seal Coating
• We Clean Windows & Gutters • Hepa Vacuum Sanding

Lic. # 13VH01137900

908-688-0481

NICHOLAS A. GIUDITTA, III
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Estate Administration and Planning

Wills and Trusts

Estate Litigation

Elder Law

600 South Avenue West, Suite 230
Westfield NJ, 07090

908-232-0099
nick@giudittalaw.com
www.giudittalaw.com

“Where there’s a Will, there’s a way”
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COUNTY — Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi has reported that there
was moderation in the housing mar-
ket in 2014 as represented by the land
recordings in her office.

“The housing recovery was slow
and stable,” Ms. Rajoppi said, “with
property document recording vol-
umes at about the same level as 2013.”

Revenues derived from property
recordings dipped slightly from the
previous years from $27 million to
about $26 million. The County
Clerk’s Office is one of the few county
agencies that generates revenue. The
revenues are split between the state
and the county.

“We introduced several major in-
novations during the year,” the Clerk
reported, “including expansion of an
e-recording system!” In addition to
assignments and discharges, clients
are able to electronically send deeds,
mortgages, mortgage cancellations,
releases and UCCs. The system sends
these land records 24/7 to the Clerk’s
office, where they are queued for
chronological recording. This pro-
cess allows for immediate accessibil-
ity to the recorded documents, elimi-
nating the need for mail, messengers,
FedEx and/or UPS. “The system con-
serves time and costs for clients and
the office,” Ms. Rajoppi said.

Another major innovation during
2014 was the Election Night Record-
ing Module, a state-of-the-art pro-
gram providing “real time” unoffi-
cial election results with mapping,
graphs, voter turnout numbers, dis-
trict-by-district voting reporting ca-
pabilities as well as other functions.
The information is available in En-
glish and Spanish and the official
results of all elections are posted once
they have been certified.

In October the Clerk launched
Union County Votes, a first of its
kind mobile app in the entire eastern
half of the United States. The free
mobile app was designed to help
Union County voters connect
quickly and easily with accurate in-
formation about voting and elec-
tions. The app includes 16 functions
such as finding a polling place, di-
rections to the location of the poll-
ing place, requesting a voter regis-
tration form and Vote-By-Mail bal-
lots.

Three elections were held in 2014
including a special school board elec-
tion in Mountainside in March, the
Primary Election in June and the
General Election in November. There
were also three independent petition
challenges for the General Election
in Linden and a recount for the Eliza-
beth Board of Education election af-
ter the General Election.

An ongoing success in elections is
the continuing expansion of the Vote-
By-Mail satellite office in Westfield.
Opened in 2011, the office serves
county residents, particularly those
in the western portion of the county.
This second location generates greater
accessibility and convenience in ob-

taining an application and a ballot
and allows people to vote in one
location. Vote-By-Mail access con-
tinued at the main courthouse loca-
tion in Elizabeth. The Westfield sat-
ellite office also processes passports,
notaries and trade names, records
veterans’ discharge papers and issues
photo ID’s to honorably-discharged
veterans.

The Clerk published the annual
Election Date Brochure in 2014. It
was distributed county-wide along
with the 2014 Election Calendar,
which provided dates for election-
related registration and voting dead-
lines. The calendar, published in-
house, was distributed to all Union
County libraries, municipalities, col-
leges and universities along with
elected and appointed officials and
party organizations. It also could be
ordered online at the Clerk’s website.

The Clerk, who served as president
of the International Association of
Clerks, Recorders, Election Officials
and Treasurers (IACREOT) in 2012-
2013, attended a White House report
on elections in January convened by
the Presidential Commission on Elec-
tions Administration. During her ten-
ure as president of IACREOT, Ms.
Rajoppi had initiated a Task Force in
Elections and submitted a report to
the Presidential Commission, which
was included in the White House
report. She was the only representa-
tive of county government included
in the briefing.

The National Passport Center con-
ducted an audit of the Clerk’s offices
during the year and issued Certifi-
cates of Excellence of the Passport
Services offered by her office in Eliza-
beth and Westfield. The report states
that the Clerk’s staff is knowledge-
able and professional. Certified Pass-
port agents ensure that the office is in
compliance with standards dictated
by the National Passport Center.

The Westfield satellite office, Ms.
Rajoppi stated, remains the only Pass-
port Office in the state with evening
and Saturday hours for the conve-
nience of clients. The Westfield of-
fice is open Tuesday and Thursday
evenings until 7:30 p.m. and on Sat-
urdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., as well
as regularly Monday through Friday
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. The Elizabeth
office is open daily from 7:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.

Ten passport staff members at-
tended a one-day program conducted
by the National Passport Center. The
Union County Clerk’s Office hosted
this regional event in September. Each
individual was tested and all staff
received their certification in pass-
port processing.

The office also implemented a new
electronic notary public system in
July launched by the state. The sys-
tem allows applicants to apply online.
They may also apply by mail. Several
hundred applicants took advantage
of the new procedure and applauded
its ease.

Cranford Announces
2015 Appointments

Mayor, Andis Kalnins
Deputy Mayor, Lisa M. Adubato
Township Commissioners: Com-

missioner of Finance  –  Lisa M.
Adubato; Commissioner of Public
Safety – Mary O’Connor; Commis-
sioner of Public Works/Engineering  –
Robert D’Ambola; Commissioner of
Public Affairs – Thomas H. Hannen,
Jr.

Planning Board – Lynda Feder,
Class IV Member; Donna Pedde,
Class IV Member; Michael Petrucci,
Alternate No. 1 Member; Julie
Didzbalis, Alternate No. 2 Member

Library Board – Judith Lannin
Panagakos, Commissioner Robert
D’Ambola as Commissioner/Liaison;
Leo McMahon as associate member

Emergency Management Council
– Thomas H. Hannen, Jr., coordina-
tor; Police Chief James Wozniak and
Fire Chief Leonard R. Dolan III,
deputy coordinators; Mayor Andis
Kalnins; Township Administrator
Terence Wall; Monika Koscova-
Jencik, Sanitarian; Supt. of Schools
Gayle Carrick; Township Engineer
Carl O’Brien; Public Works Superin-
tendent Steven Wardell; Construc-
tion Code Official Richard Belluscio;
TV35 Representative, Edward Dav-
enport; Citizen Representative, Dr.
Margaret (Peg) Pipchick; Consult-
ant, Ron Marotta; Support Team
member, Michael Beams

Environmental Commission –
Steve Jandoli, Carol Berns, Donald
Jones, Ronald Margulis as Alternate
No. 1 member, Daniel Aschenbach,
Alyssa Frediani, David Greta, John
Hrebin, William King, Frank
Klapinski, Edward O’Malley, Patricia
Pavlak, Ana Pinto, Lawrence Russo
and Mary Sudiak as associate mem-
bers, Nelson Dittmar, chairman, Mary
O’Connor, commissioner/liaison

Historic Preservation Advisory
Board – Teresa Montani, Class B mem-
ber; Maureen McDougall, Class C
member; Carolyn Youngs, Class C
member; William King, Class C/Al-
ternate No. 1; Alice Bellante, Victor
Bary, Michael Mason, Julie Murphy,
Nancy Price and Stephen Price, asso-
ciate members; Maureen Strazdon,
chairwoman, and Deputy Mayor Lisa
M. Adubato, as commissioner/liaison.

Tree Advisory Board – Marya
Helmstetter, Steven Wardell, James
Nichnadowicz as county advisor; Ed-
ward Helmstetter, James Murphy, Julie
Murphy and Miriam Moody as associ-
ate members and Commissioner Robert
D’Ambola as commissioner/liaison

Board of Education Liaison, Com-
missioner Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.; Mu-
nicipal Court Judge – Mark J. Cassidy
(three years); Township Engineer –
Carl O’Brien; Township Attorney –
Diane Dabulas; Risk Management
Consultant – Willis of New Jersey, Inc.;
Tax Collector – Catherine Hendrickson

Auditors – Suplee Clooney and
Company; Bond Counsel – Steven
Rogut of Rogut McCarthy LLC

Public Defender – John DeMassi
of Schiller and Pittenger; Alternate

Public Defender – Jared B. Weiss of
Fruchter, Weiss and Associates; Mu-
nicipal Prosecutor – Robert P.
Donovan; Alternate Municipal Pros-
ecutor – Paul Scalia; Labor Attorney
– McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney and
Carpenter, LLP; Health Services –
Town of Westfield Regional Health
Department

Commissioner Mary O’Connor,
commissioner liaison for senior citi-
zen issues; Mayor Andis Kalnins,
commissioner liaison to the Cham-
ber of Commerce

Airplane Noise Pollution Commit-
tee – Wayne D. Greenstone, William
Ilaria, Jeff Pistol, Michael Rockliff
and Commissioner/Liaison Mary
O’Connor

Union County Air Traffic Noise
Advisory – Barbara S. Krause and
William Ilaria; Bicycle Safety Board
– Police Chief James Wozniak, Lieu-
tenant Edward Davenport, Detective
Steven D’Ambola, chairman; Michael
Caulfield, Charles Kerman, Linda
Vultaggio, Susan C. Wilson, and Com-
missioner/Liaison Mary O’Connor

Buildings, Grounds and Real Prop-
erty Committee – Mayor Andis
Kalnins, chairman; Deputy Mayor
Lisa M. Adubato; Township Admin-
istrator Terence M. Wall, Township
Attorney Diane Dabulas, Tax Asses-
sor Peter J. Barnett; and Township
Engineer Carl O’Brien

Cable TV Advisory Committee –
Edward Davenport, Jerry Dobbins,
Christine Hoffman, George
McDonough, Anne Occi, Robert
Pipchick, Michael Plick, Stephen
Robertazzi, John Salerno, Donald C.
Smith, Ann Steinbach, George
Steinbach, Donna Vaupel, Bernhard
Wagenblast, and Commissioner/
Chairperson Mary O’Connor

Downtown District Management
Corporation – Steve Needle and Clara
Nunziato

Flood Control Advisory Commit-
tee – Commissioner/Liaison, Thomas
H. Hannen, Jr., Township Engineer
Carl O’Brien, Engineering Consult-
ant Gregory Sgroi, Daniel J.
Aschenbach, Mark Bagniewski,
Cynthia Ballis, Jo Ann Boyle, Richard
Buontempo, Robert Colonna, John
DeCotiis, Cindy Gallagher, Walter
Gallagher, Ellen Hunt, Louis Lambe,
Dr. Paul Lioy, Ronald Margulis, James
Masterson, Nicholas Melchiorre, Emil
Metz, Elaine Meyer, Joseph Musillo,
Barry O’Donovan, Michael Pender,
Judy Pender, Robert I. Puhak, Jonathan
Schrier, Jeremy Tomlinson and Dr.
Saul Zucker

Grievance Committee – Daniel J.
Aschenbach; David W. Robinson and
Carolyn Vollero, alternate members;
Ed Force, chairman

Planning Board – Mayor Andis
Kalnins, as Class I member, and Mary
O’Connor, township representative,
Class III member

Raritan Valley Rail Coalition – Hugh
Welsh, liaison; Zoning Board of Ad-
justment – Jeffrey Pistol and Kevin
Illing

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Christie, Cuomo Veto
PA Overhaul Legislation

New York Governor Andrew
Cuomo and New Jersey Governor
Chris Christie have vetoed legis-
lation to overhaul the Port Au-
thority of New York and New Jer-
sey following the Bridgegate scan-
dal.

The legislation was approved
by the four legislatures — Senate
and General Assembly — in both
states.

“We crossed party lines to pass
Port Authority reform, and they
crossed party lines to obstruct it,”
New Jersey Assemblywoman
Valerie Vainieri Huttle (D-37th,
Englewood) told NJ.com, saying
both governors were “spineless”
for announcing their veto inten-
tions over the holiday weekend.

“I find it very disappointing that
both governors together decided
to turn their backs on their re-
spective legislators,” New Jersey
Senator Loretta Weinberg (D-
37th, Teaneck) said.

New Jersey Senate Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) commented: “It is tell-
ing that governors of both states
and different parties disclosed the
same issues with this legislation.
I am firmly supportive of reform-
ing the Port Authority as soon as
possible, and my caucus and I
will be carefully reviewing the
rationale presented today by both
governors.”

CBS News New York reported
that instead of the legislation, the
governors have recommended al-
ternative reforms and said they
would ask all current commission-
ers to resign. They also want a
single chief executive officer to
oversee the authority, instead of
the current system of an executive
director and deputy executive di-
rector.

Ex- Gov. Mario Cuomo Dies;
Served Three Terms as NY Gov.

Former New York Governor
Mario Cuomo died over the week-
end at the age of 82, just six hours
after his son Andrew was formally
sworn in for a second term as
governor of New York. He led New
York from 1983 through 1994 at
the time Thomas H. Kean was
serving as New Jersey governor.

Democrats had pressed him to
run for president in 1988 and 1992,
but he opted not to seek the office.

News reports state that the se-
nior Cuomo, who died of heart
failure, had a plane ready for him
near the filing deadline to run for
president in 1992, but opted not to
run due to the state’s budget cri-
sis. He gave the keynote address
at the 1984 National Democratic
Convention, where former Vice-

President Walter Mondale was
nominated to run against Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan.

Mr. Cuomo also had asked Presi-
dent Bill Clinton to consider him
for the United States Supreme
Court but later withdrew that re-
quest just as President Clinton was
about to nominate him, the New
York Times reported.

In his quest for a fourth term he
was defeated by Republican state
senator George Pataki.

Mr. Cuomo had previously run
for New York mayor in 1977, but
lost to then-Congressman Ed Koch
in the Democratic Primary.

Garrett Wants to Dump
Boehner as House Speaker
Politickernj.com reported that

Rep. Scott Garrett wants to dump
John Boehner as House speaker.

“With a new Republican major-
ity in the Senate, a large number
of my constituents have called on
me to demand new leadership in
the House,” Mr. Garrett told
Politickernj.com. “I hear you, and
I agree.  Accordingly, I support
Representative Daniel Webster for
the role of Speaker of the House.”
Mr. Webster represents Florida’s
10th Congressional District.

Democrat Tedesco Takes
Over As Bergen Co. Exec

Democrat Jim Tedesco was
sworn in as the new Bergen County
executive on Monday night after
defeating Republican incumbent
Kathy Donovan. Democrats now
hold a 4-2 edge on the Freeholder
board. Mr. Tedesco’s former free-
holder seat is now vacant but will
soon give the party a third seat,
according to Politickernj.com.

One of  the  in i t ia t ives
Mr.Tedesco is moving ahead with
is merging Bergen’s sheriff and
county police forces, a plan op-
posed by Ms.  Donovan,
Politickernj.com reported.

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES
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Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
XXX
XXX
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Mohamed Jalloh, chair
mjalloh@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Commentary
and Highlights

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tampoon – A plug, such as in bar-

rels
2. Hylobates – A genus of apes includ-

ing the gibbons
3. Infibulation – Clasping with a buckle

or padlock
4. Aurigal – Pertaining to a chariot or

carriage

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SUG
1. A heavy barge used for freight
2. An unidentified parasite on trout
3. Gout in the hand
4. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with

eggs and bread crumbs
CHOLOLITH

1. A gallstone
2. A meteorite containing nothing but

iron
3. A battle ax or mace
4. A series of standing stones sur-

rounding a central object
HULVER

1. Fuss or complain
2. An evergreen shrub or tree
3. To cast aside; throw out
4. The male falcon

PRECES
1. Short responsive prayers in church

worship
2. The row of thread ends left on a

loom when the web is cut off
3. Spiders
4. Division into groups

Former Sheriff Candidate Comments
On Qualifications for Office in NJ

AARP Thankful To Have Strong
Leaders in New Jersey Legislature

4,400 Few Words In Constitution Are
Clearer Than An Insurance Policy

I wanted to share a few thoughts
since the November election. I have
done some checking since then and I
wondered if you knew what the re-
quirements were to run for County
Sheriff in NJ (not specific to Union
County). The requirements are as
follows:

1 - A candidate must be 21 years of
age or above.

2 - A candidate must reside in his/
her county for three years in order to
run for Sheriff.

That’s it – there are no other cur-
rent requirements to my knowledge.
There are no requirements in regard
to education or experience.

I find this clear lack of require-
ments to assume a law enforcement
post disturbing. Especially when you
consider the position of County Sher-
iff is a position of trust – and one
where the sheriff has access to confi-
dential information among other
things.

Perhaps it is time for New Jersey to
enter the 21st century and create true
professional standards in order to run
for, and assume the office of County
Sheriff in New Jersey. There is no
doubt in my mind that the current
requirements (or lack there of) are
obsolete.

I would like to recommend the
following “basic” requirements:

1 - Must have a 4 year degree from
an accredited college or university.

2 - Must have graduated from a
county, state, or federal law enforce-
ment academy.

3 - Must undergo a State Police
administered polygraph examination
along with a thorough background
investigation.

4 - Must have a minimum of 10
years experience or more as a law
enforcement officer at the local,
county, state, or federal level.

In addition I would add the follow-
ing “preferred” requirements:

1 - Must have a minimum of 15
years experience or more as a law
enforcement officer at the local,
county, state, or federal level.

2 - A Masters Degree or above
from an accredited college, univer-
sity, or law school.

These recommendations are sim-
ply a starting point which could be
added to, or adjusted. I believe re-
quirements such as these should be
put in place statewide sooner rather
than later. Such requirements would
exclude candidates like Mr. Cryan
who had practically no concrete law
enforcement experience or training
to offer. I might point out that al-
though Mr. Cryan was “elected” he
would never meet the standards to be
“hired” by any law enforcement
agency.

I might also point out that I for-
warded a very similar email to sev-
eral Republican office holders rec-
ommending legislation to this effect
and have received no reply.

Michael C. Ince
Garwood

Many of us are just getting back to
the office after time off for the holi-
days. But for caregivers, the work
never stopped. Indeed, caring for
loved ones is a 24/7 gig with no paid
time off. That’s one reason why AARP
is working so hard to make life just a
little easier for those who give so
much taking care of others.

And that’s why we are so thankful
to have strong leaders such as As-
sembly Speaker Vincent Prieto, Sena-
tor Joe Vitale, Assemblywoman
Nancy Munoz, and Senator Bob
Singer, AARP New Jersey’s Capitol
Caregivers, in our corner. These
caregiving trailblazers have been a
driving force behind some of the great
strides we made for Garden State

caregivers in 2014, highlighted with
the passage and Governor Christie’s
signing into law of The CARE Act.

And we look forward to working
with these pioneers in 2015 as we
strive to do even more to help New
Jersey’s caregivers. Now, our state’s
elected officials need to hear from
you too, as your stories are ultimately
what serve as the driving force for
change.

Please visit us at www.aarp.org/
iheartcaregivers to share your
caregiving story and hear from other
caregivers just like you.

Jeff Abramo
AARP

Princeton

Among the many blessings which
we should count in the New Year is
the United States Constitution. This
precious document that is now more
than two hundred years old! Without
the Constitution our beloved country
would be unrecognizable.

No freedom of religion, speech,
the press, peaceable assembly, re-
dressing of grievances by petition to
the government.

No warrants for searches and sei-
zures, no grand jury, no protection
against double jeopardy, no due pro-
cess, no just compensation when
eminent domain is exercised.

No privilege against self-incrimi-
nation.

No speedy and public trial in crimi-
nal cases by an impartial jury.

No right to confront the accuser.
No right to obtain witnesses in the

criminal defendant’s favor.
No right to counsel in criminal

prosecutions.
No prohibition against excessive

bail, excessive fines, and cruel and
unusual punishment.

No prohibition against ex post fac-
tor laws and bills of attainder.

No writ of habeas corpus.
Among other rights and privileges!
No federalism and no republic!
No separation of powers and no

checks and balances.
No uniform national currency.
No President with executive pow-

ers.
No national court system.
No Congressional power to regu-

late interstate or foreign commerce,
to raise revenue, to force the states to
pay taxes to the Federal government,
or to raise an army.

No Congressional power to raise
revenue or power to force the states
to pay their fair share of taxes to the
Federal government.

Without the Constitution the coun-
try would have been governed by the
Articles of Confederation that James
Madison and Alexander Hamilton
among many other leading political
figures considered inadequate for the
new and rapidly growing country!

The Constitution is preserved in
the National Archives Building in
Washington, D.C. where it is pro-
tected against a nuclear attack! Mil-
lions of people marvel as they look at
it.

The Constitution is alive, constantly

nourishing our country. It gives us
the principles by which to live our
lives!

But the Constitution cannot remain
alive if we do not live by these prin-
ciples! Due process, peaceable as-
sembly, tolerance, and respect for
privacy among others.

Let us celebrate Constitution Day
that always falls on September 17th.
Our country was declared indepen-
dent on July 4, 1776 but its future was
assured on September 17, 1787 when
the Constitution was adopted at the
Constitutional Convention with
George Washington, Benjamin
Franklin, Alexander Hamilton, and
James Madison among the delegates
signing!

For the very first time in recorded
history a country was founded on the
principle “We the People” the first
three words of the Preamble to the
Constitution! Not on the royal “we”
but on the democratic “we”!

British Prime Minster Winston S.
Churchill said about the valiant Royal
Air Force during The Battle of Bridge,
“Never in the field of human conflict
was so much owed by so many to so
few.”

We can say that never is so much
owed by so many to so few words,
4,400 to be exact, in the Constitution.
Far fewer and far clearer words than
found in the typical insurance policy
or credit card agreement!

When we honor the Constitution
with our deeds we assure the contin-
ued survival and prosperity of the
greatest country on Earth!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Will Mirabella Bring Stability to
The Scotch Plains Manager’s Job?
After years of instability in the office of the Scotch

Plains town manager, the township has gone in a new
direction with the New Year’s Day appointment of
Union County Freeholder Al Mirabella of Fanwood
as the manager. Mr. Mirabella, a Democrat, was
appointed by the new Democratic-majority Town-
ship Council.

We wish Mr. Mirabella the best in his new position
and hope he can bring stabilization to the office,
which has now had six town managers in as many
years.

Unlike his predecessors, Mr. Mirabella is familiar
with Scotch Plains both from living in neighboring
Fanwood as well as from working with officials
through his role as a freeholder. So he might be a
positive in the manger’s office in terms of the rela-
tionships he brings to the job.

We do, however, have our concerns over his town-
ship and freeholder salaries and how that will pad his
government pension. The Scotch Plains’ manager’s
job is a full-time job managing the day-to-day opera-
tions of the municipal government, its 100-plus
employees and its $25-million annual budget. Mr.
Mirabella left his fprivate sector job to take the
Scotch Plains post.

While serving as a freeholder —a very part-time
post, we should point out — comes with a $29,500
annual salary, the manager’s job in Scotch Plains
pays somewhere in the range of $120,000. That’s
quite a boost in taxpayer-paid wages. And it will be
quite a boost to Mr. Mirabella’s state-paid
pension down the road. The state calculates
pensions by looking at the highest three years’
of one’s salary prior to retirement.

If Mr. Mirabella sticks around Scotch Plains
for a few years (not assured, given the heavy
turnover in the manager’s office in recent years),
his state-financed pension would be based not
on the smaller salary he was paid as a free-
holder, but on the far bigger salary he will be
paid as a municipal manager —along with his
salary as a freeholder.

It seems to us that holding these two jobs at
the same provides ample opportunities for
conflicts of interest. Will Mr. Mirabella ab-
stain from voting on any matter before the
freeholders if it involves Scotch Plains? How
will he deal fairly with the county from his
manager’s desk in Scotch Plains? If it’s a

question of Scotch Plains or the county or other
towns such as Westfield, who will he side with? Do
his priorities lie fully with Scotch Plains, which
deserves his full-time attention, or with his col-
leagues in Elizabeth, where he has served since
1998? Will he actively campaign for re-election to
the freeholder board while working in a non-parti-
san position in Scotch Plains?

Another concern we have is the qualifications for
town manager. Our research found that there are no
certifications and/or requirements for a town admin-
istrator. State laws require certifications for other
positions such as borough clerk and tax assessor. We
are puzzled as to why the state hasn’t made such
requirements for town administrator. Most towns,
however, do require a master’s degree in public
administration.

Mr. Mirabella is doing nothing wrong when it
comes to the pension calculations; it’s just unfortu-
nate that this practice prevails in the state and has not
been curtailed to prevent officials in charge from
padding one’s salary near to retirement time. But
Mr. Mirabella can do something about the apparent
business-as-usual practice of holding multiple gov-
ernment jobs by exiting the freeholder board and
focusing his attention on his new, full-time job.
There is plenty enough on Scotch Plains’ plate
without residents having to worry about their  man-
ager running off to freeholder meetings or other
ceremonial events around the county.

goleader Postings
2015-01-05 Westfield - The Gar-

den Club of Westfield will present a
program on herbs and herbal garden-
ing on Tuesday, January 13, 12:00
pm at St. Helens Church, 1600
Rahway Ave., Westfield. All are in-
vited to join us while Louise Hyde of
Well-Sweep Herb Farm shares her
extensive knowledge and experience
with us.

2015-01-05 Summit - All ages are
invited to meet exhibiting artists in
the Art Center Galleries as they dis-
cuss their artwork, inspirations and
the creative process. 2:00 4:00 pm. -
Admission: Members: free; Non-
members: $5 - Visual Arts Center of
New Jersey, 68 Elm Street, Summit.
Call 908-273-9121, visit
www.artcenternj.org or email
info@artcenternj.org for more infor-
mation. - http://www.artcenternj.org/
programs-events/programming-se-
ries/exhibition-related-programs/art-
afternoon.

2015-01-02 Scotch Plains - The
newest church in Scotch Plains, King-
dom Life Cathedral, will hosts its
Inaugural Sunday Worship Service
on Sunday, January 11, 2015 at 1:00
pm.

The modest, non-denominational
congregation, under the leadership
of Bishop Kelvin C. Brooks (a Scotch
Plains native), began planting its roots
in town in 2012, and since then has
been hosting bible studies and par-
ticipating in different service projects.
Kingdom Life Cathedral is happy to
call the edifice of First United Meth-
odist of Scotch Plains (1171 Terrill
Road) its home.

The church expects worshipers
from near and far to attend this his-
toric service and remain for refresh-
ments after. For more details visit,
w w w. L i v i n g F i n i s h e d . c o m /
announcements.html. All are invited
and welcome to attend.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

CAN A SMART
PHONE THINK?

NEW TOWN MANAGER…Freeholder Alexander Mirabella is
shown taking the oath of office in 2013 from Senator Ray Lesniak
(D-20th, Elizabeth) for his sixth term at the Union County Court-
house with his wife, Phyllis.

Union Township Wins
Suit Against Kean Univ.

UNION — Superior Court Judge
Katherine Dupuis in Elizabeth on
Monday threw out Kean University’s
claim to the adjacent 46-acre Merck
property in Union Township. The
ruling preserves the property tax rev-
enue for the township amounting to
an estimated $4 million a year and
paves the way for Russo Acquisi-
tions, a private developer, to proceed
with commercial, mixed-use, rede-
velopment.

FDU Poll Measures
Iraq, POTUS Beliefs
Beliefs about the invasion of Iraq

and President Obama’s citizenship
still flourish among Americans, ac-
cording to the most recent national
survey from Fairleigh Dickinson
University’s PublicMind. More than
four-in-ten Americans say it is likely
that U.S. forces found active weap-
ons of mass destruction program in
Iraq after the 2003 invasion, and
nearly a fifth say that President Obama
“probably” or “definitely” is not a
citizen of the United States.

These beliefs are connected with
partisanship and media choices, with
Republicans and Fox News viewers
being more likely to endorse them.

Twenty percent of non-white
Americans think that the Secret Ser-
vice is intentionally leaving Obama
unprotected.

Part of the Iraq confusion may come
from reports that chemical weapons
shells had been found in Iraq.
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Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

LAST DAY...December 31, 2014 was the last day of business for Scott’s Shoes in
Westfield.  Phil and Stan Baum were presented with plaques commemorating
their long support of the GWACC and Phil and Stan presented the GWACC with
a painting of the original store when it was located on the corner of Central and
Quimby along with a full page ad from 1967. Pictured, left to right, are: Board
Members – Stephanie Branna, Tim York, Co-owner Phil Baum, Chris Devine
Chairman, Board members Harriet Schulman, Treasurer, Darielle Walsh, Sec-
retary, Ernest J. Smith, Salesman, Co-owner Stan Baum, and Gene Jannotti,
GWACC Executive Director.

2015 Brings Opportunities at
State, County and Local Levels

As we enter the new year, we look forward to a
positive year for our local state, county, and local
governments. With a new Democratically-controlled
township council in place in Scotch Plains along with
a new town manager and a new mayor in Garwood,
we are hopeful that these officials will provide needed
direction and leadership.

Last year Scotch Plains municipal government
was in chaos as Republicans, which had the majority,
and Democrats bickered on everything from the
appointments to the capital budget. We are hopeful
that new Town Manager Al Mirabella will be able to
put together a capital budget this year — something
that did not occur in 2014 — that includes key
projects such as the Brookside Park pond.

In Garwood, we look forward to seeing how new
Mayor Charles Lombardo will lead the borough.
Now that the Garwood Sports and Recreation Com-
plex has opened, the borough can move forward with
key initiatives such as the redevelopment of the
Casale manufacturing plant on South Avenue and
Garwood Paperboard site on North Avenue.

We are encouraged that the Mayor has reappointed
Bruce Paterson and Gene Jannotti to the planning
board. We also hope to see members of both political
parties work together where they can find common
ground.

At the county level, the completed $26-million
sale of Runnells Specialized Hospital gives the Free-
holder Board an opportunity to start bringing down
the county tax levy increases over the past few years
by reducing the county debt while increasing surplus
funds to offset taxes. We anticipate action this year
on a new skating center as part of the county’s master
plan for Oak Ridge Park in Clark. While this facility
would be a benefit for local ice hockey teams such

Westfield, Scotch Plains-Fanwood and Cranford, we
are of course concerned about the millions of dollars
in added debt this facility would result in.

In Westfield we are hopeful that the council will
return to the days where there were committee re-
ports and discussion at council meetings. With this
being an election year for half of the eight council
members, we anticipate this may happen in the
second of the year. We also anticipate that the Board
of Education look again at installlng solar panels
after putting new roofs on all of its school building
the past two summers. In our opinion, the board
should move slowly in this direction by making sure
there still is a solar market given recent scandals/
financial problems involving Solyndra and Tioga
Energy, the provider Union County had utilized.

We are happy to see that Cranford Republicans,
which are entering their second consecutive year in
the majority on the township committee, have reap-
pointed Andis Kalnins as mayor and Lisa Adubato as
deputy mayor for 2015. This should provide stability
and continuity to the township as the mayor can
focus on initiatives he started last year such as better
communication methods with residents and working
with Mayors Council on the Rahway River Water-
shed on getting funding for the flood control project.

At the state level, we expect to hear more from
Senate President Steve Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester)
and Assembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-
21st, Westfield) this year as they start looking at
running for governor in 2017.

We wish all our new leaders and new council
members the best of luck in the 2015 and encourage
them to communicate with their constituents by
writing letters to the editor about their deliberations
and challenges while performing their duties.

 Resolution Promoting
Vet Ed. Opportunities
TRENTON -- Acting Governor

Kim Guadagno Tuesday signed a joint
resolution sponsored by Assembly
Republicans Alison Littell McHose
and Mary Pat Angelini that desig-
nates the second week of November
as “Veterans’ Education Awareness
Week.”

 “We need to help returning veter-
ans discover the productive educa-
tional opportunities they have
earned,” said McHose, R – Sussex,
Warren and Morris. “Some veterans
may be unaware of the valuable re-
sources available to them as they
transition to civilian life. Veterans
should know they have a future after
their time in the military is com-
pleted.”

McHose’s husband, Morgan, re-
cently returned from his latest de-
ployment in Afghanistan, and has
been previously deployed to Kosovo
and Guantanamo Bay in Cuba with
the New Jersey Army National Guard.

“Many veterans are not familiar
with these beneficial programs that
can help launch them on a successful
career path,” said Angelini, R –
Monmouth. “Higher education is a
powerful tool that provides career
opportunities. Making sure veterans
know they have the chance to further
their skills is a way of expressing our
gratitude.”

By establishing “Veterans’ Educa-
tion Awareness Week,” the resolution
(SJR-41/AJR 17) promotes the vari-
ous resources available from the “Post
9/11 GI Bill” to help veterans attend
college.

Veteran’s Death
Certificate At No
Charge to Family

TRENTON, N.J. - Legislation (A-
2184) that grants a family member of
a deceased U.S. veteran a copy of the
veteran’s death certificate at no charge
was signed into law today by Acting
Governor Kim Guadagno.

Asm. Bucco issued the following
statement on the new law: “This is a
respectful and meaningful way to
recognize the sacrifice our veterans
made in serving our country and pro-
tecting our freedoms. The death cer-
tificate is an important document re-
quired in accessing benefits and other
important matters to settle a veteran’s
affairs. It is a fitting way to express
New Jersey’s appreciation for their
service and helpful to families during
their bereavement.”

E-town Gas Advises Customers On
Gas Safety As Cold Moves In

UNION –As the region prepares this
week for a blast of wintry weather,
featuring the first snowfall of the year,
low temperatures and arctic wind chills,
Elizabethtown Gas is providing infor-
mation that can help keep homes and
businesses safe.

Below are recommended winter
heating safety guidelines:

- If customers smell natural gas or
suspect carbon monoxide is present in
their home or business, they should
immediately leave the area and call 9-
1-1 or 1-877-572-3342 from a safe
location.

- Elizabethtown Gas customers are
advised not to use any defective natu-
ral gas appliance until it has been in-
spected, serviced and determined to be
safe by a qualified plumber or heating,
ventilation and air conditioning
(HVAC) professional.

- Immediately seek medical atten-
tion if anyone in their home or business
experiences possible symptoms of car-
bon monoxide poisoning, including:
Headache, Dizziness, Fatigue, Nausea
or Vomiting.

- Never use natural gas appliances,
such as the burners on a stove or ovens
to heat homes or businesses.

- Make sure theating system, water
heater and any other natural gas appli-
ances are serviced and inspected annu-
ally by a qualified professional.

- To ensure the safe, proper opera-
tion of natural gas appliances, such as
a furnace and water heater, and to

prevent a potentially hazardous buildup
of carbon monoxide within your home,
ensure that outdoor vent openings and
air intakes are not obstructed by snow
or ice.

- Exercise caution removing snow
or ice from your natural gas meter. Use
your hands or a broom, not a shovel, to
brush away snow or ice from your
meter and regulator. Never kick or hit
your gas meter or its piping with a
hammer or any hard object to break
away built-up snow or ice.

Weatherize a home or business:
- Open curtains during the day to

allow sunlight to naturally heat your
home, and close them at night to re-
duce the chill you may feel from cold
windows.

- Keep furniture, drapes, stuffed ani-
mals and other objects from blocking
your heating sources.

- Caulk and weather-strip drafty
doors and windows. Use a heavy-duty,
clear plastic sheet on a frame or tape
clear plastic film to the inside of your
window frames during the cold winter
months. Make sure the plastic is sealed
tightly to the frame to help reduce
infiltration.

- Caulk and seal air leaks where
plumbing, ducting, or electrical wiring
penetrates through exterior walls, floors
and ceilings. Install insulated gaskets
behind outlet and switch plates on ex-
terior walls to prevent drafts.

For more safety information, visit
elizabethtowngas.com

Clifford Sales, MD Is Named
Overlook Medical Staff Pres.

Clifford Sales, MD

WESTFIELD — Clifford M. Sales,
MD, MBA, FACS, a Westfield physi-
cian with his main office at 433 Cen-
tral Avenue, began a two-year term as
president of the Overlook Medical
Center medical staff this
month. Dr. Sales, elected
to the position, is a prac-
ticing vascular surgeon
with a national reputa-
tion of excellence. He
also leads The Cardio-
vascular Care Group
based in Westfield — the
largest and most well-
respected vascular sur-
gery group in New Jer-
sey — with seven offices
in the state including
Westfield, Morristown
and Springfield. The
Group, formed in 1963,
has been at the forefront of advanced
vascular care for over five decades.

Dr. Sales has served as the chief of
the Division of Vascular Surgery at
Overlook Medical Center, leading
research and clinical care that is well-
recognized in the tri-state region. He
completed his medical school train-
ing at Mount Sinai School of Medi-
cine in New York City and followed
this with a five-year surgery resi-
dency and a two-year Vascular Sur-

gery fellowship at one of the most
prestigious centers for vascular sur-
gery in the country, Montefiore Medi-
cal Center in New York.

When asked about his goals for the
next two years, he stated,
“Quite simply, I want to
expose the best-kept se-
cret in New Jersey. The
physicians at Overlook
are some of the best I
have ever worked with.
Having spent a long time
training in New York City,
I can tell you the care
offered here is, at a mini-
mum, equal to that seen
in New York City and,
quite often, superior. Be-
lieve me, I understand the
allure of Manhattan, but
given what we have here

at Overlook, that is really not neces-
sary at all.”

Dr. Sales began the Overlook Sum-
mer Internship Program five years
ago and it has blossomed into a na-
tionally-recognized program that is
in very high demand. College stu-
dents with an interest in medicine are
able to spend one month at Overlook
Medical Center learning about the
various opportunities in the medical
field.
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   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones

N.J. Lic. #4869

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

Pizza Tasting, Contest
On Tap January 17

AREA — The Knights of Colum-
bus No. 3240 will hold the third an-
nual Best Pizza Around Tasting and
Contest on Saturday, January 17, be-
ginning at 6:30 p.m., at the Church of
the Assumption. The church is lo-
cated at 113 Chiego Place, at Westfield
Avenue, Roselle Park.

Tickets are now on sale after all
masses or at the parish office, which
can be reached by calling (908) 245-
1107. The cost for tickets is $10 per
person; children age 3 and under
may attend for free. The price in-
cludes pizza tasting, beverages and
dessert. Participants will be an-
nounced soon.

Checks must be made payable to:
K of C No. 3240. Due to the popu-
larity of this event, no tickets will
be reserved without payment in full.

Miller-Cory to Showcase
Snow Globes on Sunday

WESTFIELD — The Miller-
Cory House Museum will present
“The Wonderful World of Snow
Globes” this Sunday, January 11,
between 2 and 4 p.m. The museum
is located at 614 Mountain Av-
enue, Westfield.

The miniature worlds under glass
called snow globes have been de-
lighting people since the 1800s.
This program will include a dis-
play of globes for visitors to pick
up and shake as well as a short
presentation on their history. Chil-
dren also will have an opportunity
to make a festive craft and enjoy
storytelling. The gift shop, which
carries a variety of colonial toys,
crafts, books and educational ma-
terials, will be open.

Admission is $3 for adults and
children age 13 and older; $2 for
children ages 3 to 12, and free for
those under age 3.

Upcoming Sunday programs at
the museum include “Vintage Val-
entines” on February 8; “Happy
Birthday, George!” on February

22; “Symbols in Irish Knitting” on
March 15, and “Maple Sugar Sun-
day” on March 22.

The Miller-Cory House Mu-
seum, a fully-restored and fur-
nished farmhouse built in 1740, is
a nationally recognized living his-
tory museum. It is listed on both
the State and National Registers of
Historic Places and as a site on the
New Jersey Women’s Heritage
Trail. The museum is available for
tours for school and other commu-
nity groups during the week as
well as for Scout troops after school
on weekdays. Special programs
also may be arranged on site for
schools and other groups.

For more information, visit the
museum’s Facebook page, call the
office weekday mornings at (908)
232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
The museum’s website is
millercoryhouse.org.

Harry N. Devlin, 72, Was Town Attorney;
Known For His Wit and Loving Spirit

Harry N. Devlin

Harry Noel Devlin, 72, beloved
husband of Marilyn Taylor, passed
away at his home in Westfield on
Wednesday, December 31, 2014, af-
ter a long illness.

Born in Buffalo, N.Y.
on Mischief Night, Octo-
ber 30, 1942, he was raised
in Mountainside, N.J.

Harry was a gifted all-
around athlete, and al-
though scouted by the
Cleveland Indians, he chose
to attend Syracuse Univer-
sity where he played soc-
cer. Harry served his coun-
try as a Naval Aviator,
where he flew missions in
the Pacific during the Viet-
nam War. Graduated from
Syracuse Law School, he
served as the Westfield Town Attorney
for a number of years. Harry later en-
joyed a career in automotive finance
and insurance.

“Herk,” as he was known to many,
possessed great wit and a loving spirit.
Wherever he went, his colorful per-

sonality filled the room. The firstborn
of noted New Jersey artists and writers
Harry and Wende Devlin, Harry was a
loving husband, father, grandfather
and brother. In addition to his devoted

wife, he leaves behind his
beloved children, Todd,
Heather, Jeffrey and
Megan; his adored grand-
children, Bradford,
Jonathan, Samantha,
Abagail, Taylor, Rebecca,
Samantha and Dylan, and
dear siblings, Wende
Gates, Alexandra
Eldridge, Jeffrey, Brion,
Nicholas and David
Devlin.

A memorial service
will be held at The Pres-
byterian Church in

Westfield, 140 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield, on Friday, January 9, 2015,
at 10 a.m.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to the ASPCA or the
Smile Train.

January 8, 2015

Cynthia Gallagher, Was Loving Mother,
Volunteer Devoted to Helping Others

Cynthia (Cindy) Gallagher of
Westfield, N.J. passed away at home
on Wednesday, December 31, 2014,
surrounded by her family after an
eight-year battle with breast cancer.

Cindy was born on January 3,
1958 in Garden City, Long Island.
She graduated from St. John’s Uni-
versity in 1980 and moved to New
Jersey after marrying Robert M.
Gallagher. She worked as a systems
analyst in the banking industry.

Cindy was the beloved wife of
Robert for 31 years and loving
mother of Melissa, Bridget and Col-
leen. She also is survived by her
sisters, Joanne Meyer-Jendras and
Kathleen Meyer.

After the birth of her third daugh-
ter, Cindy began devoting most of
her time to her children as well as
many volunteer organizations. Al-
ways a giving person, she took a

very active role in the Girl Scouts,
Westfield Service League, Westfield
PTSO and more. She loved playing
tennis and paddle tennis and was an
enthusiastic traveler. Cindy’s pas-
sion for helping others and for im-
proving the lives of those less for-
tunate has inspired and motivated
her daughters and everyone who
knew her.

Cindy will be greatly missed by
friends and family.

Arrangements were by Higgins
and Bonner Echo Lake Funeral
Home, 582 Springfield Avenue,
Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, please make
donations payable to St. Barnabas
Medical Center Foundation at 95
Old Short Hills Road, West Orange,
N.J. 07052 (Designated to the Can-
cer Center).

January 8, 2015

Marjorie Love Clements, 88, Had Been
Longtime Resident of Westfield

Marjorie Love Clements went to
be with our Lord in heaven on Mon-
day, December 29, surrounded by
her loving family, at the age of 88.

Marjorie was born in 1926 to
Roger and Ruth Love at the
Ballentine Maternity Hospital in
Westfield, N.J. She became the
fourth generation of the Love fam-
ily in Westfield. After graduation
from Westfield High School, she
attended the Laboratory Institute
of Merchandising in New York City.

One wonderful day, Marjorie met
Hammond “Bart” Clements, who
was born at the same hospital as
Marjorie and also had a long family
history in Westfield. They were mar-
ried in 1953. Marjorie and Bart were
married for 62 years and had three
children, several dachshunds, and
owned and operated a family busi-
ness, Clements Bros. Fuel Oil, in
town for close to 30 years.

Marjorie was involved in many
organizations for her entire life. She
was a volunteer for the historic
Miller-Cory House, on the Board
of Directors for the Westfield
YMCA, a Westfield Parks and Rec-
reation commissioner for seven
years, and was involved in the
Westfield PTA, Girls Scouts, Boy
Scouts and the Mayor’s Advisory
Council on Drug Abuse, to name a
few. She also was the bookkeeper
for Clements Bros. Fuel Oil, the
family business. She was a member
of the First Baptist Church in
Westfield for many years, always
volunteering to help in any way she

could.
Later in life, when she and Bart

moved to Mount Dora, Fla., she
obtained her Realtor’s license while
also becoming a director of the
Mount Dora Chamber of Commerce
and the Women for Hospice and
Hospice Hope Chest treasurer for
many years.

Marjorie is survived by her lov-
ing husband, Hammond P. “Bart”
Clements of Mount Dora, Fla.; her
son, Michael Clements (Dawn) of
Pinellas Park, Fla., and her daugh-
ters, Cyrena Mandel (Jonathan) of
Haverhill, Mass. and Corinne
Clements of Scotch Plains, N.J.

She also is survived by her sister,
Virginia Love Gilhool of Largo,
Fla.; her brother, Roger Love, Jr.
(Michelle) of Ocean Gate, N.J., and
their four children. Marjorie also is
survived by eight grandchildren and
seven great-grandchildren, along
with an abundance of friends from
throughout the years.

Some of Marjorie’s favorite
things were antiques, the rocky
coast of Maine, summers in
Beachwood, N.J., the ocean, being
in nature, Switzerland and old
hymns.

The family will gather for a pri-
vate memorial as she wanted.

Marjorie was a beautiful woman
inside and out and will be greatly
missed by all the many, many lives
she so lovingly touched during her
entire life.

January 8, 2015

John Peter Molocznik, Was Veteran
Of U.S. Air Force, National Guard

John Peter Molocznik of Bridge-
port, N.J. passed away at home on
Saturday, January 3, 2015.

He was raised in Westfield, N.J.
and was the son of John Molocznik,
former owner of the Towne Barber-
shop in Westfield. He is survived by
his mother, Matilda, and three sisters,
Lorraine, Suzanne and Jane, and his
two children, Austin and Kayla.

John proudly served in the U.S. Air
Force and National Guard, and was
an employee of The Boeing Com-

pany in Philadelphia. His friends
across the globe remember him as
kind, generous and loving.

A gathering of family and friends
will be held on Wednesday, January
14, from 4 to 8 p.m., at the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue, Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests that donations be made to the
Westfield Rescue Squad.

January 8, 2015

Joseph D. Genlot, 77, Was Retired
Elec.-Computer Research Engineer

Joseph D. Genlot, 77, of Westfield
died on Friday, January 2, 2015, at
Overlook Medical Center in Summit.

He was retired from the U.S. Mili-
tary Electronics Research Develop-
ment and Engineering Center at Fort
Monmouth, N.J., where he was an
electrical and computer research en-
gineer.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., Joseph
graduated from Pratt Institute of Tech-
nology. Before his career at Fort
Monmouth, he had worked for IBM,
Western Union and Con Edison. He
enjoyed playing billiards, bowling
and reading Steven King novels.

Joseph is survived by his wife of 46
years, Virginia Ann (Patterson)
Genlot; his daughter, Jennifer Genlot
Brower, and her husband, John Jr., of
Middletown, N.J.; son, Jeffrey D.
Genlot, and his wife, Donna Cordell-
Genlot, of Westfield; six grandchil-

dren, James J. Adams, Daniel J., Bran-
don A. and Kayla A. Genlot, and
Faith and John Brower III, and his
brother, Albert E. Genlot, and his
wife, Cynthia, of Brooklyn, N.Y.

Joseph’s Life Celebration will be-
gin at 5 p.m. on Saturday, January 10,
2015, at Gray Funeral Directors, A
Life Celebration Home, 318 East
Broad Street, Westfield, where his
service of remembrance will begin at
6 p.m. Saturday.

To view a tribute of Joseph’s life,
and to leave condolences, please go to
grayfuneralhomes.com. Memorial
contributions may be made to the Mul-
tiple Myeloma Research Foundation,
383 Main Avenue, 5th floor, Norwalk,
CT 06851, themmrf.org/donate-to-
mmrf/; to the Westfield Rescue Squad
or to a charity of one’s choice.

January 8, 2015

Genealogical Soc. to Hear
Talk on FamilySearch.org

WESTFIELD — The Genealogical
Society of the West Fields will present
“Tips on Using FamilySearch.org” at
its meeting today, Thursday, January
8, beginning at 1 p.m., in the Westfield
Memorial Library Meeting Room. Ge-
nealogical Society member Steve
Strauss will be the presenter.

The FamilySearch website is run
by the Mormon Church, which over-
sees the largest genealogy organi-
zation and collection of genealogi-
cal records in the world.
FamilySearch.org is the public’s ac-
cess point to most of the church’s
records and genealogical knowl-
edge, almost all of which is free.

Mr. Strauss will cover these topics
and others related to FamilySearch.org
in a presentation geared both towards
the novice computer user as well as an
experienced genealogist.

A lifelong resident of Central New
Jersey, with the last two decades spent
as a resident of Union County, Mr.
Strauss also attends meetings of other
local genealogy and historical clubs
in the surrounding area. He has ex-
tensive computer knowledge and for
approximately the last five years has
been actively researching his own
family ancestors online. From this
research experience, he has gained
extensive knowledge and has learned
many techniques in how to do online
genealogical research.

The Westfield Memorial Library is
located at 550 East Broad Street. The
general public is invited to attend. For
more information about this program,
upcoming events and membership,
call President Nancy Humphrey at
(908) 612-6029 or e-mail her at
nlhumphrey315@hotmail.com.

www.goleader.com

SAR Chapter to Hear About
Gloucester Co. Mil. Battalion
WESTFIELD — The West Fields

Chapter, Sons of the American Revo-
lution (SAR) will meet on Friday,
January 16, at 8 p.m., in the Commu-
nity Room of the Westfield Munici-
pal Building, located at 425 East
Broad Street. Guest speaker Norman
Goos will highlight the Gloucester
County Militia Battalion at the war-
changing battles of Trenton and
Princeton (1776-1777).

Mr. Goos is a retired franchising
industry Chief Executive Officer, se-
nior pastor and seminary professor
with graduate degrees in pastoral
counseling. He has taught ancient
Greek translation and theology in a
graduate school in Trinidad. He cur-
rently is the chaplain and a trustee of
the Atlantic County Historical Soci-
ety, president of the Col. Richard
Somers Chapter of The Sons of the
American Revolution and the New
Jersey SAR Society president. Addi-
tionally, he is treasurer of the Atlantic
City area chapter of UNICO, the
nation’s largest Italian-American ser-
vice organization.

He enjoys helping people search
out their ancestry as well as research-
ing the historical realities through
which his ancestors struggled and
thrived. Professor Goos also enjoys
playing the saxophone, fishing, hunt-
ing and boating, as well as photogra-
phy, astronomy and reading college-
level science textbooks.

This program will be open to the
public and light refreshments will be
served. For further information, call
Warren Fristensky, West Fields Chap-
ter president, at (908) 654-1731.

BAILEY WINNER...During the 48th Annual Westfield High School Football
Banquet, held at the high school on December 10, Andrew Malacrea was
presented with the Ray Bailey Scholastic Award by Jack Ford of Martin
Wallberg Post No. 3 of the American Legion in Westfield. This award is given
annually to the Senior Varsity Football player with the highest grade point
average. Pictured, from left to right, are: Richard and Deirdre Malacrea,
Andrew’s parents; Andrew, Mr. Ford, Post Finance Officer, and Allan Betau,
Post Commander.

Y Free Open House Saturday
To Focus on Health, Wellness
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Area Y, located at 220 Clark Street,
Westfield, has announced it will join
local New Jersey YMCAs in a first-
ever statewide fitness event and in-
vite the community to attend a free
Health and Wellness Open House
this Saturday, January 10, from 6
a.m. to 8 p.m. The goal of this event
is to help promote positive personal
change and good health.

Visitors to the Westfield Area Y
on Saturday will have the opportu-
nity to enjoy:

A workout in the Y’s cardio,
strength training, free weight or fit-
ness express rooms.

Group exercise classes, swim-
ming and basketball. Interested per-
sons are asked to call (908) 233-
2700 or visit westfieldynj.org for
schedules.

To encourage individuals and

families to make their New Year’s
resolutions a reality, YMCAs across
the state have come together for the
first time and agreed to hold open
house events at their local facilities
on January 10.

“Everyone resolves to improve,”
said Lynne Applebaum, associate
director, Health and Wellness/Mem-
bership. “We all say, ‘Someday I’ll
get on a regular workout routine.’
‘Someday I’ll play sports again.’
‘Someday I’ll have more time to
spend with my kids.’ Our message
is: why keep waiting? The Y is a
place where you can do this today.”

Membership specials, personal
training specials and refer-a-friend
specials will be available at Saturday’s
event. To learn more about Westfield
Area Y programs, visit
westfieldynj.org. Financial assistance
is available for those who qualify.

Westfield
Wednesday, December 31, an em-

ployee of a business on the 200 block
of East Broad Street reported a theft.
The victim stated that an unknown
individual had removed her corpo-
rate Apple iPad while inside her place
of employment. The value of the sto-
len property is approximately $400.

Wednesday, December 31, Erin
Hynes, 31, of Westfield was arrested
as the result of a motor vehicle stop at
Connecticut Street and Grandview
Avenue on an outstanding Union
County Superior Court child support
warrant. Bail was set at $10,671 (no
10 percent). Hynes was processed
and turned over to the Union County
Sheriff’s Office.

Wednesday, December 31, James
Mattis, 24, of Cranford was arrested
and charged with driving while in-
toxicated (DWI) pursuant to an in-
vestigation in the area of Embree
Crescent near Eaglecroft Road. He
was processed at police headquarters
and released to a sober adult.

Thursday, January 1, Anthony J.

Monaco, 18, of Westfield was ar-
rested on charges of possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana, possession of drug parapher-
nalia and possession of fraudulent
documents. Police arrested Monaco
after responding to a call for service
on the 600 block of Hillcrest Avenue.
He was processed and released after
posting $1,000 bail.

Mountainside
Monday, December 15, John

Murphy, 53, of Clark was arrested and
charged with driving with a suspended
license and registration. He was re-
leased on his own recognizance.

Wednesday, December 17, Aswad
Turner, 20, of Westfield was arrested
on an outstanding Mountainside war-
rant. He was transported to the Union
County jail.

Friday, December 26, an employee
of a Route 22 West business reported
that a customer had left the establish-
ment without paying a $58.60 bill.
The employee provided police with a
photograph of the suspect’s license
plate.

Career Networking Group
To Feature ‘Job Buzz’

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Scotch
Plains and Mountainside Public Li-
braries’ Career Networking Group
will meet on Monday, January 12, at
6:30 p.m., at the Mountainside Pub-
lic Library.

Presenter Sara Greenhouse will
focus on “How to Generate Job Buzz.”
Participants will learn how the ability
to clearly and succinctly tell one’s
story helps an individual to make
better connections, leading to rel-
evant job opportunities.

This workshop will teach attend-
ees how to write their unique value
proposition, then communicate it
through speed networking. Partici-
pants are invited to bring their busi-

ness cards to accelerate business con-
tacts.

Ms. Greenhouse has a highly suc-
cessful non-profit fund-raising back-
ground. She has developed a cross-
disciplinary integration of traditional
and social media marketing. Using
verbal and written communication
skills, her company, Generate Buzz,
LLC, is dedicated to helping very
small businesses, non-profits and in-
dividuals achieve greater effective-
ness and promote positive social
change.

The Mountainside Public Library
is located at One Constitution Plaza.
To register for the workshop, call
(908) 233-0115.

See it all
on the Web!

www.goleader.com
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St. Helen’s Church to Host
‘Discovering Christ’ Event

WESTFIELD — The Parish Com-
munity of Saint Helen is set to host
its Fifth Discovering Christ experi-
ence beginning January 20. Mem-
bers of the community are invited
to come on seven consecutive Tues-
day nights, from 7 to 9:15 p.m. The
program will be held in the St.
Helen’s gymnasium, located at 1600
Rahway Avenue, Westfield.

Participants will explore such
questions as “Do you feel that rest-
less, nagging feeling that there must
be something more to life than our

day-to-day existence?,” “Are you
struggling to find patience, strength
and guidance with raising your chil-
dren?,” “Do you just want your chil-
dren to be happy?,” and “Have you
finished college and are wondering
‘Is this what life is all about?’”

Each week, a speaker will guide
participants in opening their minds
to a deeper sense of purpose in their
lives. A catered dinner will be
served. There is no registration fee.
If after attending the first session an
individual feels the experience is
not for him or her, there is no obli-
gation to come again.

More than 700 people have partici-
pated in this program, according to
St. Helen’s Church. For registration
details, along with testimonials from
past participants about how this ex-
perience has impacted their lives, visit
the St. Helen’s Church website,
sainthelen.org. Interested individu-
als are encouraged to register as soon
as possible. All are welcome.

Garden Club to Meet
Tuesday at St. Helen’s
WESTFIELD — The Garden Club

of Westfield will hold its first meet-
ing of 2015 on Tuesday, January 13,
at noon. It will take place at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church, located at
1600 Rahway Avenue, Westfield.

All are invited to hear Louise Hyde,
owner of Well-Sweep Herb Farm in
Port Murray, N.J., who will discuss
herbs and gardening as found at her
nationally-recognized nursery.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Gather Monday

WESTFIELD — The Holy Trin-
ity Senior Social Club will meet on
Monday, January 12, at 1:30 p.m.,
in the parish center. The parish
center is located adjacent to the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church on Westfield Avenue in
Westfield.

Sharon Morgan, whose position
is Administration and Marketing at
Genesis in Westfield, will be the
guest speaker. The three topics on
which she will speak are: “Hospi-
talization Then and Now,” “Will
You See Your Doctor Once Admit-
ted?” and POLST (Physician Or-
ders for Life-Sustaining Treatment).

All are welcome. Refreshments
will be served. The club also re-
minds members to bring donations
for the Westfield Food Pantry and
thanks them for their past donations.

Kingdom Life Cathedral Sets
Inaugural Service Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS — Kingdom
Life Cathedral will begin new Sun-
day worship services in the new
year, taking its ministry work to
the next level.

This non-denominational, Chris-
tian church began in January of
2012, hosting its weekly Bible
Study “The Gathering” in a small
classroom at St. John’s Baptist
Church in Scotch Plains, where the
Reverend Dr. Kelmo C. Porter is
pastor. In May of 2014, after a brief
restructuring, the ministry found a
new home at the First United Meth-
odist Church of Scotch Plains,
where the Reverend Dr. Carletta
Aston is pastor, and where the min-
istry has continued to host “The
Gathering” Bible Study on Tues-
day nights from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.

In what Bishop-Elect Kelvin C.
Brooks, senior pastor, believes is
the next step to establishing the
presence and identity of the church
in the community, Kingdom Life
Cathedral is preparing to launch
its Sunday worship services on
January 11, at 1 p.m., at its new
location, the First United Method-
ist Church, 1171 Terrill Road,
Scotch Plains.

This Inaugural Sunday Service
Celebration will include singing, a
sermon and a light reception fol-
lowing the service. Bishop-Elect

Brooks is a native of Scotch Plains,
where he graduated from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. He
and his wife, Lady Shonda R.
Brooks, knew that after years of
doing ministry outside of Scotch
Plains that they were not only
called to birth a church in this
community but that it would be no
easy feat.

Bishop-Elect Brooks, a member
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Ministerium, who has been one of
the featured homilists the last two
years at the annual Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Interfaith Community
Thanksgiving Service, cited some
of the challenges to starting a new
church in Scotch Plains as, “...a lack
of available property, the presence
of other outstanding and established
houses of worship, not to mention
the struggle to convince people to
take a chance on something new...”

“We’re just excited to be estab-
lishing something that is genuine,
relational, multi-cultural and rel-
evant in this great community we
live in,” added Shonda Brooks.

Kingdom Life Cathedral is an
independent, non-denominational
congregation in the reformed con-
vergence tradition; it is liturgical,
evangelical and charismatic. Its
motto and focus is “Real People.
Real Purpose. Real Progress.”

Lady Shonda and Bishop-Elect Kelvin Brooks

Electric Violinist Caryn Lin
Due at Library Saturday

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library, lo-
cated at 1 Constitution Plaza, will
present Caryn Lin — An “Other
Wordly” Electric Violinist, this Sat-
urday, January 10, between 2 and
3 p.m. The program, to be held in
the Community Room, will be part
of the library’s Saturday Musical
Getaways — Community Concerts
for All Ages.

A New Jersey native, Ms. Lin
holds a bachelor’s degree in violin
performance from Northwestern
University. She plays her 4, 5 and
6 string electric violins, using loop-
ing techniques to create short, on-
the-spot recordings of her voice,
percussion instruments and other

sounds.
Ms. Lin finds influence in ev-

erything from baroque to rock. Al-
though she thinks of her music as
new age/world/classical-ish, there
is no previously-defined category
for her unique genre. Her music
can be heard on YouYube.

New Age Reporter has described
Ms. Lin as “truly a unique artist
playing highly original music with
passion, heart and imagination.”

For more information about pro-
grams and services at  the
Mountainside Public Library, visit
mountainsidelibrary.org.

SEASON OF GIVING...Following a very successful Deck the Halls Holiday House
Tour on December 6, Rake and Hoe Garden Club members with hand-made
ornaments decorated the holiday tree at the Jardine Academy of the Cerebral Palsy
League in Cranford on December 9. The ornaments, which complimented a
donated book, were to be given to each student to take home. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Heidi Geissel, director of the Jardine Academy; Irene Greenstein, Janet
Gardner, Paula Long, Connie Sato, Adah Levin and Joan Kylish.

Rake and Hoe Helps Ring
In the Holidays at Jardine

WESTFIELD — As part of their
service commitment to the Westfield
community and Union County,
members of the Rake and Hoe Gar-
den Club of Westfield decorated
the holiday tree at the Jardine Acad-
emy of the Cerebral Palsy League
in Cranford on December 9. Mem-
bers created ornaments, one for each
student, themed to match their book
donation. This year’s book selec-
tion and ornament design was about
an elephant named Elmer who de-
cides that being different was a very
good thing.

The Jardine Academy is approved
by the New Jersey Department of
Education and maintains Middle
States Accreditation. The Academy
provides a comprehensive educa-
tional program designed to meet the
cognitive and physical needs of chil-
dren who have multiple disabilities
— needs that may not be fully met
within the local school system. The
Cerebral Palsy League operates a
new, state-of-the-art facility in
Cranford for students ages 3 to 21.

The Rake and Hoe Garden Club
of Westfield has a long-term repu-
tation for its service to the commu-
nity and donations to worthy causes

by maintaining the gardens at the
north side of the Westfield Train
Station, the Miller-Cory House
Museum, the Shadowlawn Pocket
Park and the Claire Brownell Wild-
flower Garden at the Westfield His-
torical Society’s Reeve History and
Cultural Resource Center.

The Rake and Hoe Junior Garden
Club, which meets once a month,
includes members between first
grade and eighth grade. After a busy
fall of planting daffodils around
town and helping to clean up the
Westfield Train Station garden,
these youngsters are learning the
basics of flower arranging, which
will help them make flower arrange-
ments for the Garden Club of New
Jersey Flower Show being held Feb-
ruary 12 to 14.

Anyone interested in joining the
Rake and Hoe Garden Club is in-
vited to call Beth Siano at (908) 233-
4150. Club membership spans all
ages, interests and occupations. Fed-
erated with the National Council of
State Garden Clubs and the Garden
Club of New Jersey, Rake and Hoe
has between 50 and 70 members, all
of whom share a love of flowers and
gardening. For more information,
call Karen Jolley-Gates, club presi-
dent, at (908) 233-5125. Further in-
formation also is available on the
club’s Facebook page and on its
website, rakeandhoe.org.

Library Invites Teens
For Craft Activity

SCOTCH PLAINS — Teens are
invited to come to the Scotch Plains
Public Library on Tuesday, January
27, at 3:30 p.m., for an hour of craft-
ing with the library’s teen librarians.

Participants will use colorful ce-
ramic markers to personalize a plain
white mug. Supplies will be pro-
vided by the library.

This program will be free and
open to all youth in grades 6 to 12.
Interested persons are encouraged
to register through the library’s
website, scotlib.org, by calling
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or by e-mail at library@scotlib.org.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township.

Seniors Club to Hold
50th-Year Luncheon
MOUNTAINSIDE — The Senior

Citizen Club of Mountainside will
celebrate its 50th anniversary with a
luncheon on Friday, February 13, at
noon. It will take place at L’Affaire
Fine Catering, located at 1099 Route
22 East, Mountainside.

The luncheon menu will consist of
cheese and fruit, one glass of red or
white wine, a choice of entrée, plus
coffee, tea and dessert. Entertainment
will be “A Touch of Sinatra,” a musi-
cal show celebrating the life and music
of Frank Sinatra, the songs that made
him one of the most renowned sing-
ers of the 20th century, along with
funny stories and jokes.

The cost is $30 for members and
$32 for non-members. Checks should
be made payable to “The Senior Citi-
zen Club of Mountainside.” For fur-
ther information, call Eve Vitale at
(908) 789-8568.

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours ·  53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
kaplowlaw@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
·  Divorce ·  Domestic Violence

· Custody ·  Child Support

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

Swenson
Your Neighborhood Electrician

Since 1928
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NJ Lic #: 4309
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Creating Healthy Smiles

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

555 Westfield Avenue • Westfield, NJ 07090
www.kidsandsmiles.com • 908-232-1231
New Jersey Family’s Favorite Kids’ DocsTM, 2009-2013
Named 2009-2012 Top Dentist by NJ Monthly Magazine

Dentistry for infants, children,
adolescents & special needs

•

Specializing in comforting
fearful children

•

Laser Dentistry•

Oral Conscious Sedation•

We offer IV Sedation and
General Anesthesia services
by Board Certified  Pediatric
Anesthesiologists in the dental
office or hospital setting

•

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14005716

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-24274-13

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION AS TRUSTEE, SUCCESSOR IN INTER-
EST TO BANK OF AMERICA, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION AS TRUSTEE AS SUCCESSOR
BY MERGER TO LASALLE BANK, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION AS TRUSTEE FOR WMALT
2005-11

VS.
Defendant: MOIRA MONASTERIO, AND

ROBERTO RIVERO, WIFE AND HUSBAND;
CmMORTGAGE, INC.

Sale Date: 02/04/2015
Writ of Execution: 10/09/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Eight Hundred
Nine Thousand Four Hundred Sixty-Seven and
55/ 100 *** $809,467.55.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 10 ABERDEEN ROAD,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.

Tax Lot No. 5 in Block No. 15301
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 002.262 AC
Nearest Cross Street: LELAND DRIVE.
BEGINNING AT A POINT ON THE SOUTH-

ERLY LINE OF ABERDEEN ROAD AT A POINT
THEREIN DISTANT 834.80 FEET ALONG THE
VARIOUS COURSES FROM THE NORTHERLY
LINE OF LELAND AVENUE IF BOTH STREETS
WERE PRODUCED; THENCE RUNNING;

PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES
SEWER OPEN PLUS PENALTY $438.32
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE PLUS PEN-

ALTY $73.98
2014 QTR 4 TAXES $4,812.90
TOTAL AS OF November 1, 2014: $5,325.20
Total Upset:  ***Eight Hundred Seventy-Two

Thousand Eight Hundred Sixty-Five and 80/100
*** $872,865.80 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 01/08, 01/15, 01/22
& 01/29/15 Fee: $199.92

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14005855

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-28671-09

Plaintiff: CITIMORTGAGE, INC.
VS.
Defendant: RONALD N. DUGUID; ELENA

DUGUID; PAULINE SALVARY TRUST;
ONEWEST BANK, FSB; PNC BANK, NA.; HAR-
BOR BANK OF MARYLAND; STATE OF NEW
JERSEY

Sale Date: 02/04/2015
Writ of Execution: 10/20/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Million One
Hundred Thirty-Seven Thousand Five Hundred
Twenty-Seven and 79/100 *** $1,137,527.79.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN of
WESTFIELD, County of UNION, State of New
Jersey

Premises commonly known as: 645
SHADOWLAWN DRIVE, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY 07090

BEING KNOWN as LOT 13, BLOCK 2907 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWN of WESTFIELD

Dimensions: 140.00 x 75.00 x 140.00 x 75.00
Nearest Cross Street: Nottingham Place
Total Upset:  ***One Million One Hundred

Eighty-Two Thousand Seven Hundred Eighty
and 85/100 *** $1,182,780.85 together with law-
ful interest and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & DIAMOND, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 01/08, 01/15, 01/22
& 01/29/15 Fee: $199.92

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14005182

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-0002484-13

Plaintiff: PENNYMAC CORP.
VS.
Defendant: CATHERINE GUASTAMACCHIA;

STEVEN GUASTAMACCHIA; MR.
GUASTAMACCHIA, HUSBAND OF
CATHERINE GUASTAMACCHIA; MRS,
STEVEN GUASTAMACCHIA, HIS WIFE; SU-
SAN GIUFFRE; JPMORGAN CHASE BANK,
N.A.; SIERRA CAPITAL SERVICES INC, SUC-
CESSOR IN INTEREST TO US BANK;
WINDOWWIZARDS INC; COLONIAL PACIFIC
LEASING CORPORATION, ASSIGNEE GE
CAPITAL COMMERCIAL INC., SUCCESSOR
IN INTEREST TO CITICAPITAL COMMERCIAL
CORPORATION ITS SUCCESSORS AND AS-
SIGNS; ANNETTE LENTINI; VITO LENTINI;
ASSET ACCEPTANCE LLC; MICHAEL BRIEN;
SUSAN BRIEN; JOHNNY ON THE SPOT;
TENGIZI BULBULASHVILI; ANTHONY
SANTELMO, JR.

Sale Date: 01/15/2015
Writ of Execution: 09/09/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Ninety Thousand Three Hundred Eighty-Four
and 07/100*** $490,384.07.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 1954 WIND-
ING BROOK WAY, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW
JERSEY 07076-4700.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 5, BLOCK 13204 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of
SCOTCH PLAINS.

Dimensions: 106.86 X 150.17 X 114.00 X
150.00.

Nearest Cross Street: Raritan Road.
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Fifteen Thou-

sand Eight Hundred Elevin and 60/100***
$515,811.60 together with lawful interest and
costs.

*Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens
or other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

**If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

***Surplus Money: If after the sale and satis-
faction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Acting Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & DIAMOND, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 12/18, 12/25, 01/01
& 01/08/15 Fee: $236.64

MLK Service In Westfield
To Feature Taigi Smith

WESTFIELD — Award-winning
television journalist Taigi Smith will
deliver the keynote address at the
Martin Luther King Commemora-
tive Service being held at 1 p.m. on
Monday, January 19, at the First Con-
gregational Church, located at 125
Elmer Street, Westfield. The theme
of this year’s service will be “The
Courage to Do the Right Thing.”

Ms. Smith grew up in San Fran-
cisco, Calif. and attended Mills Col-
lege in Oakland, Calif., where she
received her Bachelor of Arts degree
in Communications in 1994. She has
worked in broadcast news for almost
20 years. During her time as a journal-
ist, she has traveled around the United
States and the world, covering some
of the most important news stories of
her generation including the deadly
tsunami of 2004 and the first inaugu-
ration of President Barack Obama.

She has written extensively about
race and identity in America and her
essays on feminism and
gentrification have appeared in nu-
merous publications including New
York Newsday, San Francisco
Chronicle, Essence, Crisis, and Step
Into a World: An Anthology of the
New Black Literature.

As a television journalist, Ms.
Smith has covered multiple murder
trials and national events including
the 9/11 attacks, the Boston Mara-
thon bombings, the tragedy at Sandy
Hook Elementary School and the 50th

anniversary of the assassination of
President John F. Kennedy. Ms. Smith
also served as vice-president of broad-
cast for the New York Association of
Black Journalists and is the editor of
the 2014 book “Sometimes Rhythms,
Sometimes Blues: Young African
Americans on Love, Relationships,
Sex, and the Search for Mr. Right.”

The public is invited to the service.
Further information about the event is
available by calling (908) 963-4578.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Floraphile Club Posts
Meeting January 20

CRANFORD — The Floraphile
Garden Club of Cranford will  meet
on Tuesday, January 20, at 12:30
p.m., at the Cranford Community
Center to view a video entitled The
Art & Practice of Gardening: En-
gland, Ireland & America. This video
features every major garden style and
practice from noteworthy private and
public gardens. Guests are welcome.

If interested in joining the
Floraphile Garden Club of Cranford
or for more information on upcom-
ing events, contact Mary Ellen at
mecrafts@verizon.net or like the club
on Facebook at facebook.com/
floraphilegardenclub. The Cranford
Community Center is located at 220
Walnut Avenue, Cranford.
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KNAPP, SCOTT NET 15 PTs EACH; SPEER SINKS 10 PTs

Blue Devils’ 1-2 Punch KO’s
Lady Cougar Cagers, 56-34

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior guard Jackie Knapp sank
13 of her 15 points in the second
quarter then senior guard Lil Scott
bucketed nine of her 15 points in the
third quarter to give the Westfield
High School girls basketball team
the 1-2 punch it needed to knock the
Cranford Cougars out of their game

plan en route to a 56-34 victory in
Westfield on January 3. The Lady
Cougars, fresh off winning their
Cougar Invitational Tournament,
slipped to 2-3, while the Blue Devils
improved to 3-2.

The Cougars did own the first quar-
ter, 13-8, but once the Lady Blue
Devils got into their rhythm, it was
smooth sailing for the remainder of

the game.
“We were getting good shots, but

they were not falling for us. Then
when we got our rhythm going, we
were good to go. The one thing that
has been consistent throughout this
season has been our girls’ attitude.
They are all positive. They approach
each game as a new day. They never

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

‘McGOV’ 3 PINS; CONCINA 2 PINS, MD; CAPECE 3 MDs

Cougar Matmen Rip Clifton,
Brearley Bears, No. Bergen

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fresh off a second place finish in
the very competitive Tunkhannock
Mat Tournament in Pa., the Cranford
High School wrestling team defeated
David Brearley, 58-21, then made
up big time to avenge two losses
from last year with a 49-19 triumph
over Clifton and a 43-18 thumping
of North Bergen in a Quad meet in

Cranford on January 3.
The Cougars faced Brearley first

and Bear Saverio Salfcas won the first
bout with a 1:12 fall over Alex
Esposito. Cougar heavyweight Kevin
Doran received a forfeit then Anthony
Capece went to work on Emanuel
Montero with a double-leg takedown,
a four-point fireman’s takedown, a
two-on-one tilt, and an escape, then
followed up with another takedown

and a two-point nearfall to claim a 13-
1, majority decision at 106-lbs.

At 113-lbs, Rebecca Pizutto pinned
Jake Quinn in 1:51 to give the Bears
a 12-10 team lead, but Cougar Tom
DiGiovanni punished Paul Alfano in
the first period at 120-lbs with a
takedown and a three-point nearfall,
using a double arm bar, before stack-
ing him to end the bout in 3:17.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Courtesy of Joe Rinaldi for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING IN FOR THE LAY-UP...Blue Devil Lil Scott, No. 20, goes in for the lay-up as Cougar Erin Meixner, No. 4, attempts
to block the shot. The Blue Devils turned on the jets in the second and third quarters to win, 56-34.

More photos – goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

JAMMING HIS OPPONENT...Cougar Brian McGovern, right, jams Bear Tim Murphy to prevent himself from being
taken down in his 138-lb bout. McGovern pinned Murphy with a headlock-to-half nelson in 2:50.

More photos – goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

That Was Yesterday,
And Yesterday’s Gone

Driving past the Mayor’s Play-
ground in Langhorne, Pa., recently I
noted a spirited game of 3-on-3 in-
volving 15- and 16-year-old boys.
These guys weren’t on the Neshaminy
Redskins varsity, but a couple of them
could play some ball.

It reminded me, as things so often do
these days, of kids playing ball at a
local playground. In my case, that would
have been Franklin School in the early
1960s. Depending on the season, it was
touch football, or tackle with no equip-
ment, basketball, softball or stickball.
Franklin was our turf, and all the town’s
other schools – Wilson, Washington,
Jefferson, Columbus, etc. – had their
local groups, too.

The Franklin School’s boys of sum-
mer/fall/winter/spring, circa 1960-61-
62, had a revolving cast that on any
given day might include any of a dozen
or more guys, but almost always in-
cluded the Crampton brothers, Bert
and Willie (Bobby and Billy to their
mother and Aunt Totty). Most of the
guys were pretty good athletes, though
not many played varsity sports at WHS.
This was the early years of what would
soon become the legendary Franklin
Bowlers, and decades before club,
travel and AAU teams would wipe the
playgrounds clean of kids playing
sports just for the joy of it.

Bert and Willie would walk from
their “mansion” at 618 Highland Av-
enue, where they lived during the
school year, then spend most of their
summers in Cooperstown, N.Y. Be-
cause of his lack of height, Bert was
also known as “Shrimp.” He was 5-
foot-6, unless you measured from the
top of his wavy Elvis-style haircut,
then he was several inches taller. Bert
was quick as a cat and never backed
down from anyone. Oh, he also was
built like a rock, which is why his team
was always ‘skins’ when it was shirts
against skins.

We would wander over to Franklin
after school and start pickup games of
whatever sport was in season, or what-
ever sport somebody brought a ball to
use. Those were the best days ever. It
was “Ozzie and Harriet,” “Leave it to
Beaver” and “Happy Days” all rolled
into one. Life was good. We attended
school to kill the hours before that
afternoon’s games at Franklin. This
was before all the assassinations, wars
and general chaos of the ’60s. I used to
think Mary Hopkin had us in mind
when she sang “those were the days
my friend, we thought they’d never

end” until I
found out it
didn’t hit the
charts until
1968.

Those days
did end.
Graduation,
college, wars
and adult life
was breaking
us up. Plenty
of guys were
still around,
and younger
kids joined us,
but the inevi-
tability of the
adult world
was, well, in-
evitable. If the
natural evolu-

tion of life didn’t do it, the Vietnam
War did. Nothing would be the same.

Bert (’62) went off to Lafayette

College, where he captained the golf
team. Then he got married and headed
to Cooperstown for good. Willie grew
several inches and became quite a bas-
ketball player for the Franklin Bowlers,
good enough that I thought he could’ve
played alongside Bob Felter and Jerry
Richards on the ’65 varsity. After he
graduated, the Cramptons weren’t
around much anymore. There was one
night in the ’70s at the Jolly Trolley,
when they stopped in after a local golf
tournament. But after that too-short
evening of beers and peanut shells on
the floor, they were gone.

Caught up in a wave of nostalgia by
the Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame
dinner in late November, I suddenly

felt it was time to reconnect with people
I’d lost contact with, including the
Cramptons. I could kick myself for the
time seven or eight years ago when I
visited Cooperstown – to see the Base-
ball Hall of Fame – but hadn’t bothered
to make the simple “hey, long time, no
see” phone call. A search of my email
contacts found an “rcrampton.” I gave
it a try. Several weeks went by but no
response. I figured it was no longer in
use or maybe he’d switched servers.
Hey, at least I tried.

Then on Dec. 20 there was a re-
sponse. My pulse actually quickened.

“Dear Bruce, Linda Crampton here.
I don’t think we ever met but I remem-
ber Bert talking about you and the
Franklin Bowl. I’m sorry to tell you
that dear Bert passed away last Oct. 21
after a long battle with heart disease.
He was here at home and all three
children and both grandchildren were
here. He had been in and out of hospi-
tals since 2005, here in Cooperstown,
in Florida and mostly in New York City.
He was a champ, never complaining.

“Bert was quite the golfer, winning
many club championships here in
Cooperstown. He was also active in
squash and racquetball, and a killer at
table tennis. He also coached golf and
tennis at the high school. In May the
kids had a golf tournament and a huge
backyard party in his honor. Over 200
attended. I know he would’ve loved to

hear from you.”
The moral of this tale is: never put

off to tomorrow what you could do
today. Don’t think you can do it next
week, next month, or next year. Before
you know it, next week or month or
year has come and gone. And now
Bert is gone.

I wasn’t sure how to feel, other than
the basic numbness that had overcome
me. It had been over four decades
since we last talked. But we’d spent so
much time together as kids … grow-
ing up … playing sports … every day,
or so it seemed, for years.

Under his senior picture in the 1962
Weather Vane it reads: Spunky …
won’t be bullied … outstanding in

golf, bowling and baseball … mis-
chievous … many witty remarks …
likes a good time.”

Yep, that’s the guy, alright.
In fact, I can still see Bert … Shrimp

… the feisty little guy driving the lane,
hanging in mid-air seemingly forever;
the shortstop going deep into the hole
to backhand a grounder and then gun-
ning the ball to first with his rifle arm;
the quarterback scrambling away from
defenders before throwing a spiral for
a touchdown … it’s late afternoon at
Franklin School … and the sun is
setting ...

* * *
Westfield lost a true legend on Dec.

18 when Bill Odenkirk passed away in
Florida at age 81. “Odie” came to
Westfield during the 1960-61 school
year. He grew up in Harrisburg, Pa., and
graduated from Penn State. Hired at
Roosevelt Junior High School to teach
physical education, he was the defini-
tion of “old school” while coaching
football until 1993, basketball (through
1967) and wrestling (1974-91).

After replacing Dick Phillips in
1964-65, he was RJHS’s head coach
until 1990, then spent three years as-
sisting Bob Brewster. His teams had a
117-57-16 from 1965-90, including
unbeaten seasons in 1965, 1967, 1968,
1971, 1978 and 1979 – and five others
only lost one game. And his RJHS
wrestling teams went 118-55-2 in 18
years, including unbeaten squads in
1975-76 and 1987-88.

Odenkirk worked with many differ-
ent football coaches, but mostly it was
Ron Gutek and Dick Gralewski.

“We were teachers not coaches,”
Gutek said last week. “We weren’t
worried about our wins and losses as
much as teaching the kids. I remember
Bill starting a gymnastics program at
Roosevelt and even roller skating, any-
thing to keep the kids active.”

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, January 11th • 1-4PM
121 Wyoming Street, Westfield

Completely remodeled in 2006 this home has been designed for today's lifestyle. Situated on a quiet corner, the
home provides all of the features on your "wish list". Large eat-in kitchen with a center island, granite counters,
stainless appliances. First floor family room. First floor office with its own private entrance. First floor full bath.
Convenient mud room which could also be used as an office or den. Living room with a stone faced wood burning
fireplace. Formal dining room. Master bedroom with a massive walk in closet and private full bathroom. Two
other large second floor bedrooms and another full bath. Comfortable rec room in the basement plus a possible
4th guest/au-pair bedroom with a closet and egress. There is a separate laundry room with new front-loading
washer and dryer. Newer windows and components plus two-zone CAC and heat . Hardwood floors throughout.
Private fenced yard with a large bluestone patio with existing natural gas hook-up for BBQ . Meticulously maintained
and absolutely move in ready! Enjoy the great schools and community spirit of Westfield in the home you love!
Please come to Sunday's open house or call me for a private viewing! Offered for $629,000.

© 2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
International President’s Elite
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2004-2012
Direct Line: 908-917-5801
maryalice@maryaliceryan.com

Maryalice Ryan, MBA, ABR, SRES, ASP
Sales Associate

A family portrait, circa 1960, (from left) Bert Crampton, Mrs. Marion Crampton,
Willie Crampton, Aunt Totty.

Bert Crampton after
a Pony League game
with the Chiefs. His
teammates included
Peter Braun and
Danny Nichols.

point fingers and they all stick to-
gether,” Blue Devil Head Coach Liz
McKeon said.

Knapp also had two rebounds, an
assist and a pair of steals, and Scott
had five rebounds, two assists, a steal
and a blocked shot. But the 1-2 punch-
ers also received plenty of assistance
from their teammates. Sophomore

guard Danielle Rinaldi netted nine
points and added two steals and an
assist. Sophomore Hannah Liddy,
who had seven points and two assists,
provided a presence under the boards
with eight rebounds, two blocks and
a steal. Junior forward Amalia Mon-
tes grabbed five rebounds and added

four points. Sophomore Shannon
Devitt (3 steals), Abby Demers (re-
bound) and Grace Elliott (assist) each
contributed two points.

Knapp scored the first 10 points of
a 15-0 run and topped it off with a 3-
pointer before Cougar junior center
Bela Speer rolled in a pair of buckets
and sank two free throws. Rinaldi

scored seven of her points, including
a 3-pointer, as the Blue Devils won
the second quarter, 22-6, to take a 30-
19 lead at the half.

“We changed our defense and we
got a lot of steals up top. Danielle and
I were playing up top. Our post play-
ers did a really good job of pressuring

up. If they [Cranford] threw a lob
pass, they were able to steal it, and
Danielle and I were able to run. She
made a lot of nice passes then it set off
like a fire, the whole team. All the
sudden, we started running and we
ran them off the court,” Knapp said.
“It’s always fun when it is a team
effort to win the game.”

“Danielle is stepping up. She played
very well today. She played very well
in our Christmas tournament. Like I
said in the beginning of the season,
we want to run and gun. Once we get
our transition offense going, we are
hard to beat,” Coach McKeon said.

Knapp ran into foul trouble, but
after Cougar Lindsay Pace sank a
pair of free throws at the beginning of
the third quarter, Scott sparked a 15-
1 run with her nine points, including
a 3-pointer.

“Jac was in foul trouble. I think our
team is really well rounded in a sense,
even though Jac could not be in, so
we can continue scoring, making
steals and making adjustments.
Maybe I score a lot, but I got a lot of
passes from my team. Our defensive
play was strong from all the players
on our team. That translates into
points,” Scott said.

“That’s the best about having two
of them. They will focus on one and
then the other one gets hot. They play
off of each other,” Coach McKeon
said.

Speer was an ominous presence
under the boards and had a game high
11 rebounds, while also leading her
team with 10 points.

“We knew going into the game that
we had to always have a body on her,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRIVING THROUGH SOME COUGARS...Blue Devil Danielle Rinaldi, No. 1, attempts to drive through Cougars Cerys
MacLelland, No. 33, and Bela Speers, No. 24. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

Courtesy of Joe Rinaldi for The Westfield Leader and The Times

QUICK PASS TO SCOTT...Blue Devil Hannah Liddy, No. 32, quickly passes the
ball to teammate Lil Scott, No. 20.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Blue Devils Win SMR
At Universe Invit’l

The Westfield High School winter
track foursome of Nick Antonelli,
Coston O’Brien, Josh Capistrano and
Will Chandler finished first in the
Sprint Medley Relay with a time of
3:47.9 at the Track Universe Invita-
tional at the New York City Armory
on December 30. Antonelli completed
his 400 leg in 55.7 (personal record),
O’Brien completed his 200 leg in
24.4 and Capistrano ran his 200 in
23.6 (personal record), while Chan-
dler completed the 800 leg in 2:04.2.

The Blue Devil B team foursome
of Ryan Siegel (58.4), Jake Triarsi
(25.9), Darrien Siegel (27.7) and Matt
Russo (2:03.9) finished fifth with a
time of 3:55.9. Chandler (2:01.4),
Antonelli (2:05.2), O’Brien (2:03.8)
and Andrew Harting-Smith (2:11.3)
finished sixth in the 4x800 with a
time of 8:21.7.
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BATTLE BUCKETS 13 PTs, TAYLOR 11 PTs, FOLEY 8 PTs

SPF Raider Rally Falls Short
In 52-41 Loss ALJ Lady Cagers

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Some holes are too deep to climb
out of without help. The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls’ basket-
ball team learned that lesson the hard
way in their 52-41 loss to A.L. Johnson
on January 3 at the Louis Peragallo
Gym in Clark. Trailing 40-23 late in
the third quarter, the Raiders staged a
furious rally, spearheaded by a press-
ing defense that helped them cut the
deficit to 42-38 with 3:27 remaining.
But the Crusaders sank eight straight
free throws in the game’s final mo-
ments.

“We dug a pretty deep hole for
ourselves today,” said Raider Head
Coach Camille Mammolite. “We got
back into it by fighting hard and never
giving up, but really, you have to be
perfect to overcome a deficit like the

one we faced. You can’t depend on
rallying late if you haven’t played
well enough early in the game. You
expend a lot of energy just to get the
game back within reach and more
often than not, you are going to get
tired as a result.”

The Raiders nearly overcame their
very sluggish play by instituting full
court pressure late in the game. Jun-
iors Micaiah Battle (13 points),
Myaysia Taylor (11 points) and Kara
Foley (8 points) were instrumental
during the Raider surge as the trio
harassed Johnson ball handlers with
tight, trapping defense and forced
them to pick up their dribbles, which
led to turnovers and transition bas-
kets for the visitors. Taylor scored
seven points during a 15-2 burst that
put the Raiders right back in the game,

down 42-38.
With the Raiders forced to foul, the

Crusaders went 8-for-8 from the foul
line to squash the rally. The Crusad-
ers finished 21-for-25 from the char-
ity stripe. The Raiders hit just 13 of 22
for the game.

“Our free throw shooting was a key
factor in helping us preserve the lead,”
said Crusader Head Coach Michelle
Sharp. “We let up on a 17-point lead,
which you don’t like to see. We have
to take better care of the ball.”

Aside from the stellar free throw
shooting, Johnson also thwarted the
Raider momentum by giving them a
taste of their own medicine during
the final three minutes. After sinking
their free throws, the Crusaders be-
gan pressing the Raiders. It was aSHIFTY MOVE ON ICE...Raider John Bruckman, No. 19, deeks Crusader Nicola Demarzo late in the third period to score

his second goal of the game on a power play in the 5-0 win at The Rock in Dunellen on January 4.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Raider ice hockey team shut-
out the Johnson Crusaders, 5-0, at
The Rock in Dunellen on January 4.
The win created a three-way tie for
first place between the Raiders, Day-
ton/Brearly and Governor Livingston
in the Union County league’s B divi-
sion.

Nick Cassara opened the scoring at
12:50 in the first period with a shot
from the high slot after receiving a
pass from behind the net from Jared
Figueroa, who had checked a Cru-
sader defender to gain possession of
the puck. Cassara, a transfer from St.
Joseph (Metuchen), is expected to
bring further depth to the Raider of-
fense, which already has three of the
Union County league’s top-5 points

leaders with Davey Leong, Figueroa
and John Bruckman.

At 11:56 of the second period
Dustin Demarsico skated across the
slot and redirected a shot from Cassara
to find the back of the net. Bruckman
scored with an assist from Leong
only 24 seconds later to widen the
lead to 3-0. Johnny Scheer closed out
the second period, scoring on a
breakaway after a move around a
Crusader defender at the blue line.

With 3:53 left in the third period,
Bruckman scored his second goal of
the game on a power play after evad-
ing both Crusader defensemen at their
blue line and deeking Nicola
Demarzo, who was in net for Johnson,
on a breakaway.

Raider Tim Mitchell was in net for

BRUCKMAN NETS 2; CASSARA, DEMARSICO, SHEER 1

SP-F Raider Icemen Shutout
Arthur Johnson Crusaders, 5-0

the first two periods and had 18 saves
to bring his season total to 231. Mike
Illanovsky handled the third period
added two saves. Demarzo had 27
saves and has a season total of 217.
The Raiders out-shot the Crusaders
32-20.

The win was the second time this
season that the Raiders topped
Johnson. Their first meeting was on
December 22 at Warinanco rink when
the Raiders outscored the Crusaders
3-2. Bruckman, Leong and Figueroa
each had one goal and one assist and
Ian Gordon contributed an assist.
Mitchell had 20 saves and Demarzo
had 28 saves. James Wagner and Matt
Boho each scored and Jack Lomeli
had an assist for Johnson’s effort. The
Raiders out-shot the Crusaders 31-22.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PREPARING TO TAKE THE FREE THROW...Raider freshman Nya Downing, left, prepares to take the free throw in the
game against the Crusaders as teammate Micayah Battle, No. 22, sets herself.
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Raider Rally Falls Short to ALJ
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Cougar Wrestlers Win Quad
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Blue Devils KO Cougars, 56-34
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

MURRAY (152), CAPECE (106), CONCINA (132) GET 1ST

Cougar Matmen Take Second
At Tunkhannock Mat Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gavin Murray, Anthony Capece and
Vince Concina took top honors in
their respective weight classes to lead
the Cranford High School wrestling
team to a second place finish at the
Tunkhannock Kiwanis Tournament
featuring 26 teams in Tunkhannock,
Pa. on December 29-30. Wyalusing,
Pa. took the team title with 241 points
and the Cougars finished with 197.5
points.

“It was a little disappointing to
come in second. I thought that we
were in the running the whole tourna-
ment. I really had our sights on fi-
nally winning a tournament. Coming
in second was a little bit of a short-
coming, but other than that I think
that we were very successful. A lot of
Pennsylvania teams are recognizing
us and our style of wrestling. It was a
good experience for the kids. We had
10 in the quarters, eight in the semis
and we punched five of them into the
final with three champs,” Cougar
Head Coach Pat Gorman said.

“We went in looking to win it, so it
was kind of a disappointment coming
out. It was good team bonding. We
wrestled well. Some of the guys
cleaned up a lot and wrestled a lot
better than in the previous season. It
was good to see that,” Murray said.

Murray began his journey toward
the 152-lb crown with a 59 second
fall over Jake Tomdonis (Lake
Lehman — LL). Next, he decisioned
Nick Carr (Abington Heights — AH),
6-2, then pinned Zack Briggs (Wyo-
ming Area — WA) in 5:04. In his title
bout, Murray claimed an 11-1, ma-
jority decision over Matt Judge
(Wyalusing — W).

“They really didn’t like us. A ton of
calls did not go our way. When we
would win, everything would be quiet.
When they won it would be loud and
everyone would be cheering for them.
They had the hometown favorites, but
we kind of liked that,” Murray said.

Capece pinned Luke Adzema (Mt.
Carmel) in 0:57 then showed Dave
Gavek (Tunkhannock Area — TA)
the lights in 2:47. After defeating
Noah Surianna (AH), 10-5, in the
semifinals, Capece seized the 106-lb
crown with a 1:52 fall over Jeff
Bennett (Hanover Area — HA).

Concina, competing at 132-lbs,
settled Liam Moyle (Scranton Prep
— SP) in 32 seconds then edged Bob
Hawkins (Coughlin), 3-1. In his semi
bout, Concina gained a forfeit then
earned the title with a 4-2 decision
over Aaron Kliamovich (Wyoming
Seminary).

Cougar Chris Scorese came about
as close as one could get to a title. He
began with a technical fall over Riley
Walker (North Penn — NP) then
added a 13-4 majority decision over
Josh Brown (Coughlin). In the semis,
Scorese tallied a 14-2, majority deci-
sion over Dakota Quick (TA) to ad-
vance to the 126-lb championship
bout where he dropped a 7-6 decision
to Charlie Johnson (WA)

Cougar junior Niko Cappello placed
second at 182-lbs when he was on the
low side of a 6-1 decision to Derek
Dragon (LL) in the title bout. Previ-
ously, Cappello pinned Codi Tunnicliff
(Wyoming Area) in 0:28 then grabbed
an 8-0, majority decision over Derek
Nunez (Coughlin) and followed with
a 2:33 pin over Damian Foshay
(Honesdale). Cougar Nick Ballas
placed eighth at 195-lbs.

At 120-lbs, Tom DiGiovanni pinned
Corbin Smith (Mt. View) in 0:43 then
pinned Brett Uhrin (W) in 1:36. After
dropping a 6-0 decision to Zach
Beckner (Warren County), DiGiovanni
topped his next opponent, 7-0, then
claimed third place with a 2-1 decision
over Jake Richards (TA).

Andrew Tompkins placed third at
160-lbs and began his journey with a
1:14 pin over Bruce Parola (SP). Next,
he beat Brandon Butry (Coughlin),
8-4, then lost, 5-3, to Blake Panko
(Mt. Carmel). Tompkins went on to

defeat Josh Brown (Western Wayne),
5-1, then grabbed third with a 4-2
decision over Jim Stuart (LL).

Brian McGovern placed fifth at
145-lbs when he defeated Pat Park
(Montrose), 5-0. Earlier, McGovern
pinned Pat Connell in 1:11 then lost a
12-10, overtime decision to Mike
Martey (TA). In the wrestlebacks, he
grabbed an 11-2, majority decision
over Noah Rakowski (HA), pinned
Jacob Myers (NP) in 2:09 then lost,
8-3, to Tyler Shanholtz (Warren Area).

Dave Busch, who placed sixth at
138-lbs, began with a 1:29 pin of
Zack Qulton (Lakawanna Area). He

then beat Damon Whipple (Sayre), 9-
7, just before being disqualified in his
next bout.

“I thought Vince Concina wrestled
really well. Anthony Capece had his
breakout tournament and I thought
Andrew Tompkins wrestled really
well,” Murray said.

“McGovern wrestled a great tour-
nament. He had two seconds left in
one match and he got caught in a
throw and that put him in the
wrestlebacks, but I think a little bit
more in that one match and he would
have been in the finals, as well,” Coach
Gorman said.

Cougar Chris Scorese also had a 5-
0 lead over Kevin Scozzarro at 126-
lbs before using an under half nelson
to register a pin in 1:30. At 132-lbs,
Vince Concino clamped Bear Liam
Savona in a cradle at 0:49 then Brian
McGovern gave the Cougars a 34-12
lead at 138-lbs when he settled Tim
Murphy with a headlock in 2:50.

Bear Charlie Buckley scored a
double-leg takedown in overtime to
nip Mike Nigro, 4-2, at 145-lbs then
Gavin Murray, after scoring a double-
leg takedown, used a walkover arm
bar to stick Aly Mohamed in 1:10. At
160-lbs, Andrew Tompkins pinned
Kevin Wheat in 1:48 with a chin
hook/arm bar combination. Brearley’s
Eoghan Savona recorded a fall in
1:32 at 170-bs then Cougars Niko
Cappello at 182-lbs and Nick Ballas
at 195-lbs received forfeits.

Prior to the matches with Clifton
and North Bergen, Murray said, “Last
year, both teams beat us. We were
pretty [disappointed] about that. It
got interesting at the end, so this
should be a good one. It’s going to be
a brawl.”

“I like where we are at right now.
We haven’t beat these teams in a long
time. I can’t even remember when.
We will see how we do,” Cougar
Head Coach Pat Gorman said.

Clifton got off to a 9-0 start when
Jacob Abill earned a 3-0 decision
over Doran at 285-lbs and Matt
DePasque recorded a pin at 106-lbs,
but the Cougars won the next five
bouts, beginning with Capece, who
earned a 10-2, majority decision over

Anthony Tudda at 113-lbs.
DiGiovanni pinned Chris Zaccone in
1:28 at 120-lbs and Scorese pinned
Alex Rodriguez in 26 seconds at 126-
lbs. Concina pinned Mohammed
Abualhuda in 0:38 at 132-lbs then
McGovern pinned Sherif Habib in
2:55 at 138-lbs.

Murray received a forfeit at 152-
lbs then Tompkins (160) defeated
Tiberiu Rizea, 5-0. Cappello pinned
Andrii Denyliuk in 39 seconds at
182-lbs, Ballas pinned Chris Meja in
1:25 at 195-lbs and Esposito pinned
Anaes Allan in 1:56 at 220-lbs.

In the match against North Bergen,
Capece claimed a 14-4, majority deci-
sion, but the bout of the day went in
DiGiovanni’s corner at 120-lbs when
he claimed a 6-2 decision over Dan
Ortega, a region runner-up last year.
Scorese won, 6-0, Concina grabbed a
9-1, majority decision and McGovern
won by fall. Nigro won 4-2 at 145-lbs.

Murray pinned his opponent,
Tompkins and Cappello both claimed
9-1, majority decisions and Ballas eked
out a 3-2, overtime victory at 195-lbs.

CRANFORD 58, BREARLEY 21:
220: — Salfcas (B) p Esposito, 1:12
Hwt: — Doran (C) won forfeit
106: — Capece (C) md Montero, 13-1
113: — Pizuto (B) p Quinn, 1:51
120: — DiGiovanni (C) p Alfano, 3:17
126: — Scorese (C) p Scozzarro, 1:30
132: — Concina (C) p Savona, 0:49
138: — McGovern (C) p Murphy, 2:50
145: — Buckley (B) d Nigro, 4-2 OT
152: — Murray (C) p Mohamed, 1:10
160: — Tompkins (C) p Wheat, 1:48
170: — Savona (B) won fall 1:32
182: — Cappello (C) won forfeit
195: — Ballas (C) won forfeit

strategy that worked early in the game
and had helped Johnson outscore
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 25-11, dur-
ing the second quarter on their way to
a 32-19 halftime lead. The Crusaders
all but abandoned that approach
throughout most of the second half.

The late return to the pressure de-
fense helped take the Raiders out of
their offense and was exactly what
was needed to help the host team
weather the storm.

“In the second quarter, they pressed
us aggressively,” said Mammolite. “It
wasn’t that we did not break their
press but instead, once we did get the
ball into the frontcourt, it seemed like
we were out of sync. We made a lot of
poor decisions after advancing the
ball.”

Crusaders Kristina Palella and
Stephanie Visconti led all scorers with
15 points each. Lauren Beck added
10 points.

For Scotch Plains-Fanwood (1-4),
the game was the fourth straight loss
after opening the season with an im-
pressive 54-22 victory over Plainfield.

As the team moves forward, coach
Mammolite is left with the task of
trying to figure out how to regain that
energy that was present in the season
opener. It was pretty clear against
Johnson that the Raiders respond well
when playing pressure defense. Still
employing such a change in strategy
would not come without costs.

“I think going to the pressure de-
fense really depends on the condi-
tions of the game and the type of
opponent you are playing,” said
Mammolite. “Today, the press worked
for us. We needed the ball. The press
creates steals for your team, which is
good. But you can’t go to it too early
in games either or you run the risk of
wearing your players down. We like
to play a slower paced game. I don’t
think anything is absent for us now
that we showed in our win against
Plainfield. It is just that we are not
executing properly and we are not
capitalizing on the good things that
we do during games.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   8 11   6 16 41
AL Johnson   7 25   8 12 52

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

PACE NETS 18 PTS, MacLELLAND 16 PTs, SPEER 10 RBs

Cougars Win Cougar Invt’l,
Wobble West Orange, 53-33

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After a slow start to their season,
the Cranford High School Cougars
girls basketball team is finally begin-
ning to show their claws. Lyndsay
Pace scored 18 points as Cranford
surged past West Orange, 53-33, in
the final of the Cougar Classic held
on December 29 in Cranford.
Cranford broke open a close game by
outscoring the visitors 19-10 in the
third quarter in building a 40-26 lead.
The Cougars turned in a fine overall
team effort in winning their second
straight game and evening their sea-
son record at 2-2.

“I’m very pleased with the result
today,” said Cranford Head Coach
Jackie Dyer. “There were a lot of
questions based on how we played in
losing our first couple of games of the
season. But we played a consistent
game today. That is something we
have to strive do the rest of the way.”

Junior Cerys MacLelland (4 as-
sists) chipped in 16 points and pulled
down five rebounds for Cranford.
Center Isabella Speer (4 points, 2
blocks), also a junior, added 10 re-
bounds. Erin Meixner (4 rebounds)
netted nine points. Sarah Ross had
five assists.

“It helps that we have a nice inside/

outside combination of scorers,” said
Dyer. “We had that two seasons ago
when we won the sectionals.”

Against West Orange, that inside/
outside combo was in full effect.
MacLelland provided the inside
points. Whether converting on post
moves, put backs or slashing drives
through the lane, MacLelland was
always around the basket. Pace pro-
vided the long-range bombs, sinking
three of the team’s four 3-pointers on
the day.

“This was definitely one of our
better efforts of the season,” said Pace.
“We started off well and kept pushing
for all four quarters. I think as long as
we are working together as a team we
can accomplish a lot of good things.
We feel like we want to prove our-
selves this year.”

After a back and forth start in the
first quarter, the Cougars clawed to a
21-16 lead by the halftime break. In
the third quarter, the Cougars began to
gradually pull away as they easily
passed the ball over and through the
Mountaineer press defense. A three-
point basket by Pace extended the
hosts’ lead to 26-20. Pace would score
five of the Cougars’ next seven points
as they built to a 36-23 lead with two
minutes remaining in the third quarter.

“We controlled the game,” said
Speer. “We are always strong re-
bounding and boxing out and I think
we did that very well today. We really
began to break their press with great
success in the third quarter. Cerys
[MacLelland] really moves well to
the basket in transition and we scored
a lot of points off of that.”

In the fourth quarter, Pace and
MacLelland helped put the game away
for good by combining for seven
straight points and building the Cou-
gar lead to 49-27 with just 3:30 to
play. Cranford held a 33-25 advan-
tage in rebounds and sank four 3-
point baskets compared to just two by
West Orange for the game.

Last season Pace and MacLelland
were part of a very young team that
finished 11-13. This year’s edition
features six juniors on the 11-player
roster.

“Last year was something of a re-
building year for us,” said Dyer. “We
lost six seniors heading into that year
and we really were a team of babies as
far as experience goes. Now all those
girls, who were sophomores last sea-
son, are juniors now with a full year
of playing experience under their
belts. That definitely helps.”

Jasmin Boone-Alexandre recorded
10 points to lead West Orange. Candis
Ferrell had seven points, Sidney Gor-
don had five and Madison Mitchell
and Jewel Burnett had four each.
West Orange   9   7 10   7 33
Cranford   9 12 19 13 53

because she is bigger than all our
players. We made sure we had her
boxed out. Shannon, Amalia and
Hannah did a really good job of get-
ting between her and the basket,”
Knapp said.

“Our big girls did a really good job
of boxing out and getting the re-
bounds. As a result, they were able to

pass quickly so we could get the
points. A lot of times their work goes
uncredited, but we definitely appre-
ciate it. They were a key part in mak-
ing sure that girl [Speer] wasn’t the
big factor today,” Scott said.

Cougar junior guard Sarah Ross
sank nine points and had four rebounds.
Junior guard Cerys MacLelland scored
all five of her points in the first quarter
and added a pair of assists and six
rebounds. Pace had five points, two

rebounds and an assist. Senior guard
Erin Meixner had two points and two
rebounds. Cam Wichelns had three
rebounds and an assist, Maya Lawler
had two points and Katarina Polyviou
sank a free throw.

The Cougars won the final quarter,
12-11, led by Ross with six points
and Speer with four.

The Blue Devils have a solid week
of Union County competition on the
horizon with games against Oak
Knoll, Roselle Catholic and New
Providence.

“We have a tough schedule. There’s
no easy wins upcoming, so we got to
approach each game with the same
intensity that we do with every other
game,” Coach McKeon said.
Cranford 13   6   3 12 34
Westfield   8 22 15 11 56

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR CLASSIC WINNERS...The Lady Cougars hold the Cougar Classic Championship Trophy. Pictured, left to
right, are: juniors Katarina Polyviou, Isabella Speer, Julia Shork, Lyndsay Pace and Cerys MacLelland.

Courtesy of Joe Rinaldi for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CONTESTED LAY-UP...Blue Devil Jackie Knapp, No. 2, gets a lot of pressure
from Cougar Cam Wichelns, No. 32, as she goes in for a lay-up. Raiders Rap W. Mo. (Mend),

Fall to West Essex Matmen
The West Essex High School wres-

tling team defeated the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders, 38-30, at the Pa-
triot Duals in North Warren on Janu-
ary 3. The Raiders managed to win
three bouts by fall and won two by
forfeit against West Essex. The Raid-
ers did, however, charge back to de-
feat West Morris (Mendham), 45-21,
later in the tournament.

Seniors Tommy Cunningham (132)
and Brian Lapham (145), who picked

up his 100th career victory at the
John Goles Tournament at Warren
Hills on December 27, won both of
their bout via fall. Cunningham
pinned Noah Struss (West Essex) in
3:41 then pinned James Pellechio (W.
Morris) in 27 seconds. Lapham
pinned Santo Dicondina (W. Essex)
in 3:19 then pinned Christian
Hernandez (W. Morris) in 1:54.
SPF 45, W. MORRIS (MENDHAM) 21

160: Brandon Miguelino (S) p Walter
Atencio, 2:28
170: Dan Maresca (WM) d George
Ramos, 6-0
182: Jaylen Bryant (S) p Chris Spletter,
3:39
195: Alex Mirabella (S) p Aaron Flitcroft,
4:54
220: Karl Williams (S) d Donte Rossi, 3-1
285: Chris McMahon (S) won DQ
106: Chris Schlegel (WM) p Justin
Sidebottom, 5:10
113: Thomas Masucci (WM) d Nadin
Korkmaz, 2-0
120: Dylan Bluestone (WM) d Owen
Martin, 3-1
126: Jashmar Philippe (S) p Terk
Klavsons, 1:49
132: Cunningham (S) p Pellechio, 0:27
138: Eric Friedman (WM) d JT Beirne, 3-0
145: Lapham (S) p Hernandez, 1:54
152: Troy Navarino (WM) d Sam
Wustefeld, 8-2

WEST ESSEX 38, SPF 30
106: Justin Sidebottom (S) won forfeit
113: Marco Macrino (W) tf Nadin
Korkmaz, 15-0
120: Charles Uvino (S) won forfeit
126: Chris Zaccaria (W) d Philippe, 8-2
132: Cunningham (S) p Struss, 3:41
138: JT Beirne (S) p Spencer Katz, 0:16
145: Lapham (S) p Dicondina, 3:19
152: Mike Panzarino (W) p Sam
Wustefeld, 2:50
160: Matt Matturro (W) d Julio Devia, 10-5
170: Jaxon Panico (W) d George
Ramos, 10-3
182: Matt Tiritilli (W) d Bryant, 5-3
195: Roberto LoCascio (W) d Alex
Mirabella, 4-2
220: Tom Tabatneck (W) p McMahon, 3:50
285: Marc McDonald (W) p Williams, 1:57

Courtesy of Phyllis Mirabella for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING WIN NO. 100...Raider senior Brian Lapham, top, recorded his 100th
career victory at the John Goles Tournament on December 27.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/04/15
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2015-20
AWARDED TO: Fishman McIntrye,

East Hanover, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide Worker’s Com-

pensation Counsel Services
PERIOD: January 1, 2015- December

31, 2015
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 01/08/15, The Leader Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/04/15
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2015-21
AWARDED TO: Manuel R. Grova,

Esq., Elizabeth, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide legal counsel to

the County of Union Planning Board
PERIOD: January 1, 2015- December

31, 2015
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$30,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 01/08/15, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/04/15
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2015-19
AWARDED TO: James Jude Plaia,

Esq. Verona, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide Worker’s Com-

pensation Defense Counsel Services
PERIOD: January 1, 2015- December

31, 2015
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 01/08/15, The Leader Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/04/15
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2015-15
AWARDED TO: Suplee, Clooney &

Company, Westfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide statuary audits of

accounts of the County of Union and its
agencies

PERIOD: January 1, 2015- December
31, 2015

James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 01/08/15, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/04/15
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2015-17
AWARDED TO: Bauch, Zucker,

Hatfield, LLC, New Jersey
SERVICES: to serve as Labor and Per-

sonnel Counsel
PERIOD: January 1, 2015- December

31, 2015
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$100,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 01/08/15, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/04/15
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2015-16
AWARDED TO: Weber Dowd Law,

Woodland, New Jersey
SERVICES: for legal assistance with

various legal matters at Runnells Special-
ized Hospital

PERIOD: January 1, 2015- December
31, 2015

James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 01/08/15, The Leader Fee: $20.40

CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

PUBLIC LIBRARY
2015 MEETINGS

Notice is hereby given. The Board of
Trustees of the Mountainside Public Li-
brary adopted the following board meeting
schedule for 2014. All dates are Mondays.

January 26
February 23

March 16
April 20
May 18
June 22
July 20

No meeting in August
September 21

October 19
November 16
December 14

Meetings begin at 7:30 PM in the meet-
ing room of the Mountainside Public Li-
brary.  The Mountainside Public Library is
located on Constitution Plaza in
Mountainside, New Jersey.

Lynn Favreau, Director
Mountainside Public Library

1 T - 1/8/15, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

RESOLUTION NO. 2015-2
ADOPTED: 1/4/2015

BE IT RESOLVED by the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders that it hereby
adopts the following meeting schedule of the 2015 Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders:

Please note that meetings are regularly held on Thursday evenings. Agenda Setting
Sessions and Regular Meetings are held at 7:00pm in the Freeholders’ Meeting Room,
Administration Building, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, 6th Floor, Elizabeth, New Jersey,
unless otherwise specified. In the event an Agenda Setting Session and Regular Meeting
are held on the same night, the Agenda Setting Session will commence at 7:00pm and
the Regular Meeting will commence as soon as possible after the Agenda Setting
Session.

Persons requiring a sign language interpreter should contact the Office of the Clerk of
the Board at 908-527-4140.

REORGANIZATION MEETING - SUNDAY, JANUARY 4, 2015 at 12:00 pm
Assignment Judge Karen M. Cassidy’s Courtroom, 2 Broad Street, Elizabeth, New

Jersey
AGENDA SETTING SESSION REGULAR MEETINGS

January 15, 2015 January 29, 2015
February 5, 2015 February 19, 2015
February 26, 2015 February 26, 2015
March 5, 2015 March 12, 2015
March 19, 2015 March 26, 2015
April 9, 2015 April 16, 2015
April 23, 2015 April 30, 2015
May 7, 2015 May 14, 2015
May 28, 2015 May 28, 2015
June 11, 2015 June 18, 2015
July 9, 2015 July 16, 2015
August 6, 2015 August 20, 2015
September 3, 2015 September 10, 2015
September 17, 2015 September 24, 2015
October 1, 2015 October 8, 2015
October 15, 2015 October 15, 2015
November 5, 2015 November 12, 2015
December 3, 2015 December 3, 2015
December 10, 2015 December 17, 2015

1 T - 1/8/15, The Leader Fee: $68.34

F-SP MLK Day of Service
To Be Held on January 19

FANWOOD/SCOTCH PLAINS —
For the sixth consecutive year, resi-
dents of Fanwood and Scotch Plains
will be able to honor the legacy of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. by giving back
to their communities on Monday, Janu-
ary 19. The Sixth Annual Martin Luther
King Day of Service will take place in
multiple locations within both towns,
providing volunteer opportunities for
the whole family.

Sponsored by the municipalities of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ministerium,
Social Justice Matters, the Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey and the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA, the MLK Day of Ser-
vice has become an important event
for the community.

Age-appropriate activities will take
place throughout the two towns, from
creating get-well cards for hospital
patients to making blankets for hos-
pice care. Families can assemble
lunches for children in need and put
together birthday boxes to help chil-
dren celebrate their special day. For
the adults, there will be opportunities
such as cleaning the local nature cen-
ter or participating in round-table dis-

cussions inspired by Dr. King and
organized by Social Justice Matters
and the Scotch Plains and Fanwood
Libraries. For those unable to donate
their time that day, they can still give
back by participating in blood drives,
a bone marrow drive or dropping cans
of food off at the JCC of Scotch Plains.

MLK Day 2015 will kick off with
an opening ceremony at the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA from
10 to 11 a.m. All are welcome to
attend. Activities will begin imme-
diately following the opening pro-
gram and will be held throughout
Scotch Plains and Fanwood between
11:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.

All interested persons should visit
spfmlkday.wildapricot.org. On-line
registration is underway and will run
through Saturday, January 17. Al-
though same-day registration will be
available during the opening program,
participants are strongly encouraged
to register online, as space is very
limited and has filled up quickly in
the past.

DAY OF SERVICE...Volunteers work together to clean up the Fanwood Nature
Center during last year’s Martin Luther King Day of Service in Fanwood-Scotch
Plains. The 2015 event will take place on Monday, January 19, with volunteer
opportunities available for all ages throughout both communities between 11:30
a.m. and 5 p.m. Online registration currently is underway.

SAGE Names Ex. Comm.,
Board Members For 2015

SUMMIT — SAGE Eldercare has
announced that for 2015 its board of
trustees will be led by Executive
Committee members Kitty Hartman,
president; Joseph W. Buda, vice-
president; Kathy Clingan, secretary;
John C. Hoffman, treasurer, and
Carol King Barrow, immediate past
president. In addition, Susan C.
Gieser, Esq. of Ewing and Ann Kale
of Millburn will join the board as
new members.

“We are pleased to announce
SAGE’s new Executive Committee,
who will be governing the leader-
ship of our board of trustees for
2015,” stated Angela Sullivan, in-
terim executive director of SAGE

Eldercare. “Additionally, we would
like to extend our gratitude to Carol
King Barrow, who served as board
president for the past two years, and
Adam Psichos, who has completed
his three-year board member term.”

Ms. Hartman joined SAGE’s
Board of Trustees in 2009 and has
served as secretary of SAGE’s board
for the past two years and as Devel-
opment Committee chairwoman,
overseeing fundraising for the orga-
nization. A resident of New Provi-
dence, she has been an active volun-
teer for various local organizations.

Remaining as vice-president, Mr.
Buda has been a board member for
the past four years and is a resident
of Westfield. He currently is vice-
president at NBC Universal in New
York City. Previously, he worked at
Citi in a variety of corporate tech-
nology positions for more than 20
years.

Additionally, Mr. Hoffman, a
Chatham resident, is remaining on
the executive committee as treasurer
and has been a board member of
SAGE for three years. He retired
from Prudential as a managing di-
rector in 2010.

New to the executive committee,
Ms. Clingan lives in Chatham and
has been a board member since 2010.
She is the owner of Take A Bough,
LLC, which retails women’s cloth-
ing at boutique shopping events to
raise money for non-profit educa-
tional, arts and health organizations.

Ms. Gieser is a partner with Wa-
ters, McPherson, McNeill, P.C. in
Secaucus and concentrates in the

area of environmental law. She looks
forward to furthering SAGE’s mis-
sion and contributing to the
organization’s future development.

Ms. Kale has a background in
senior management roles in invest-
ment management and marketing.
She looks forward to helping SAGE
with fund-raising and community
outreach efforts.

For the past 60 years, SAGE
Eldercare has been providing an ar-
ray of information, support and ser-
vices to older adults, their families
and caregivers throughout Union,
Essex, Morris and Somerset Coun-
ties. For more information, call (908)
273-5550 or visit sageeldercare.org.

NEW SAGE YEAR...SAGE Eldercare Board of Trustees Executive Committee
members for 2015 gather to prepare for the new year. Pictured, from left to right,
are: President Kitty Hartman, Secretary Kathy Clingan, Treasurer John C.
Hoffman and Immediate Past President Carol King Barrow. Absent from the
photo is Vice-President Joseph W. Buda. Additionally, Susan C. Gieser and Ann
Kale have joined the SAGE board as new members.

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DAYSI’S CLEANING SERVICES

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake “Trainer To The
Stars” FIRMFLEX Total Body
Trainer. Complete Workout Exer-
cise Bench. Space Saving De-
sign. Adjustable Height and Re-
sistance. Excellent Condition.
$ 1 0 0 . C a l l ( 9 0 8 ) 6 5 4 - 6 0 9 1

SNOW PLOWING SERVICE

Snow Plowing for the region.
Call or text Phil at

(908) 246-9448

ACCOUNTANT

Per diem Tax Reviewer / Preparer
for Downtown Westfield Firm.
5 yrs exp & exp with Lacerte
& QuickBooks. Send qual-
ifications & salary req to

cpa07090@gmail.com

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE

Space available on the
Mountainside / Westfield border.
Brand new construction custom
made for Therapists, 6 offices with
shared waiting room and kitchen
area, many other features as well.
www.SherwoodProfessionals.com
or (908) 233-7900 for more
information.

WESTFIELD - WALK TO TOWN

Nicely updated 3 BR - 1 BA duplex
apt in a 2 family home just 2 blocks
to town & train. Washer/dryer in
unit, hardwood floors, fully
applianced modern kitchen, new
tile bath, great sunlight, +++.
$2,150 + utilities. Cats are fine, a
small friendly dog would be
considered. (201) 412-1169. Avail
Feb 1st. NO FEES!

FIREWOOD

Split hardwood. Our stock is
90% oak, seasoned for min. of
7 months. Full Cord $180/Half
Cord $100. Free local delivery.

Heron's Tree Service
(908) 757-3318

LIFE-TIME FITNESS!!

Life-Time Bally Total Fitness
Membership.  Pay only 73.83

yearly!! Price:$ 400.00
sanchezmysabel@gmail.com

(908) 229-7249

Mother Seton HS to
Hold Open House

CLARK – Mother Seton Re-
gional High School located at One
Valley Road in Clark will hold an
open house for interested female
students in grades five through eight.

The open house will be held on
Tuesday, January 27 at 7 p.m.

For more information contact
(732) 382-1952.

Probitas Verus Honos

Courtesy of Phyllis Mirabella for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REACHING A MILESTONE...Raider senior Brian Lapham, center, relaxes
with his parents shortly after recording his 100th career victory at the John Goles
Wrestling Tournament on December 27. Lapham will continue his wrestling
career at Bucknell University in Lewisburg, Pa.

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/04/15
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2015-13
AWARDED TO: Rogut McCarthy, LLC,

Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide specialized coun-

sel services in connection with the issu-
ance of Bonds, or Notes for the County of
Union

PERIOD: January 1, 2015- December
31, 2015

James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 01/08/15, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/04/15
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2015-18
AWARDED TO: Roth D’Aquanni, LLC
SERVICES: to serve as personnel coun-

sel
PERIOD: January 1, 2015- December

31, 2015
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$75,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 01/08/15, The Leader Fee: $20.40

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Cranford Cougar winter track
senior Anna Fitch led both the 4x400 and 4x800 relay teams to first place finishes
at the FDU Relays this past weekend. Senior TJ Colter added three more medals
to his already impressive season total with third, fourth and fifth place finishes at
the FDU Meet.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACTS
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Stickel, Koenig,
Sullivan & Drill, 571 Pompton Avenue,
Verona, New Jersey 07044

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
provide the professional legal services in
conjunction with the services provided by
Jonathan Drill, Esq. in his capacity as
special affordable housing counsel.

DURATION: January 1, 2015 through
December 31, 2015

AMOUNT: not to exceed $40,000 with
this expenditure charged to the Legal Ac-
count.

CONTRACTOR: Suplee, Clooney &
Company, 308 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

NATURE OF SERVICES: Engaged to
perform the statutory annual audit of the
accounts, annual audit of Federal and State
Programs, the Review Report on the Town
of Westfield Deferred Compensation Plan,
and preparation of the Market Disclosure
Report.

DURATION: January 1, 2015 through
December 31, 2015

AMOUNT: Amount of.$70,300.00 with
this expenditure charged to Administra-
tion Account.

CONTRACTOR: Frederick T. Danser
III, Esq. 25 Independence Boulevard,
Liberty Corner, New Jersey 07938

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
provide the professional legal services of a
consultant and negotiator in connection
with collective bargaining between the
Town and its employee representation or-
ganizations.

DURATION: January 1, 2015 through
December 31, 2015

AMOUNT: $33,000 with this expendi-
ture charged to Legal Account.

CONTRACTOR: Apruzzese,
McDermott, Mastro & Murphy, PA,
Somerset Hills Corporate Center, 28
Independence Boulevard, Liberty Cor-
ner, New Jersey 07938

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
provide the professional legal services in
conjunction with the services provided by
Frederick T. Danser III, Esq. in his capacity
as labor counsel to provide legal services
to the Town of Westfield for labor, employ-
ment, and personnel matters and related
litigation.

DURATION: January 1, 2015 through
December 31, 2015

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $75,000 with
this expenditure charged to Legal Account.

CONTRACTOR: Russell M. Finestein,
Esq., 6 Commerce Drive, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
provide the professional legal services of a
general legal counsel in furtherance of the
ordinary duties of the Town Attorney.

DURATION: January 1, 2015 through
December 31, 2015

AMOUNT: $50,500 with this expendi-
ture charged to Legal Account.

CONTRACTOR: Finestein & Malloy,
LLC, 6 Commerce Drive, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
render legal services in furtherance of the
extraordinary duties of the Town Attorney
for the Town of Westfield.

DURATION: January 1, 2015 through
December 31, 2015

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $150,000 with
this expenditure charged to Legal Account.

THE RESOLUTIONS AND CON-
TRACTS FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN
THE OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 1/8/15, The Leader Fee: $75.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY

550 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

908-789-4090  www.wmlnj.org

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MEETING SCHEDULE – 2015

TAKE NOTICE that the Board of Trust-
ees of the Westfield Memorial Library will
meet in regular public meeting, at which
the public may attend and participate on
the following dates in 2015 in the Program
Room of the Westfield Memorial Library,
550 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey at 7:30 p.m., the said meeting dates
being the following Thursdays, unless oth-
erwise noted.

January 22, 2014 Thursday
February 26, 2014 Thursday
March 26, 2014                                    Thursday
April 23, 2014 Thursday
May 28, 2014 Thursday
June 25, 2014 Thursday
September 24, 2014 Monday
October 22, 2014 Thursday
November 19, 2014 Thursday
December 17, 2014 Thursday

The agenda for all of the said meetings
is not yet known.  The aforementioned
notice has been prepared and will be
posted, mailed and filed in accordance
with the provisions of the Open Public
Meetings Act.
1 T - 1/8/15, The Leader Fee: $29.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

RECREATION COMMISSION

MEETING CANCELLATION

Please be advised that the regular
monthly meeting of the Town of Westfield
Recreation Commission scheduled for
January 12, 2015 has been cancelled.

Bruce Kaufmann
Recreation Director

1 T - 1/8/15, The Leader Fee: $10.71

Bone Marrow Reg. To Be Held Sunday
AREA — Celebrate! Party Show-

case, a company specializing in Bar/
Bat Mitzvah planning events, will
team up with Gift of Life to sponsor
a Bone Marrow Registration Drive
during its showcase this Sunday,
January 11, in support of Oren
Warter, a Livingston father who was

recently diagnosed with Acute
Myologenous Leukemia (AML).

The showcase and Bone Marrow
Registration Drive will be free and
will take place between noon and 4
p.m. at the Park Ridge Marriott,
300 Brae Boulevard, Park Ridge.

Individuals between the ages of
18 and 50 who are in general good
health are eligible to be screened
and join the worldwide registry. It
only takes 10 seconds with a swab
inside the cheek. Pre-registration
can be found at
c e l e b r a t e s h o w c a s e . c o m /
attendees.cfm.
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Saturday, January 10 at 9 a.m. 

SCHOOL 

THE 
WARDLAW-HARTRIDGE 

 Register online at www.WHschool.org             

Prepare for a global world in a global learning environment

Pre-Kindergarten to Grade 12 independent, 
co-educational, college-preparatory school

1295 Inman Avenue, North Edison, NJ

    or contact us for a Personal Tour

  For more information, call (908) 754-1882, Ext. 155             

Take advantage of our Ninth Grade Scholarship 
opportunities for incoming students,
awarded for merit and achievement

Admission Information Session:

 

 
 
 
 

The Catholic Academy that makes a  
difference in your child’s life. 

 
 

 
     21st Century Learning          Middle States Accredited 
     Grades Pre-K through 8      Extended Care Programs 
     Full Day Pre-K and Kindergarten 
     Safe, Faith-filled Environment 
     Class of 2014 earned over 
     $200,000 in high school scholarships 

 

2032 Westfield Avenue     Scotch Plains, NJ  07076 
908.322.4265      www.stbacademy.org 

St. Bartholomew Academy 

                 
   
      
  

  

        

STRIVE     BUILD    ACHIEVE 

Open House 
Sunday, January 25,  1 – 3 PM 

ded Care Programs

ips
i NJ 07076

Compass SchoolHouse 
setting the course for  lifetime of learning 

 OPEN 
HOUSE 
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HAPPIEST INTERN ON EARTH...Samantha Doles, a sophomore majoring in
Industrial Engineering at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, N.Y. has been
accepted to the Disney College Program for the Spring 2015 semester. The Disney
College Program is a national internship program that allows participants to
network with leaders, take part in personal and career development classes, and
build transferable skills such as problem-solving, teamwork, guest service and
effective communication. As part of the program, she will work and live at Walt
Disney World in Florida.  Samantha is a 2013 graduate of Westfield High School.

CHRISTMAS IS LOVE...Prior to closing for the Christmas break, the children
from Willow Grove Pre-School held their annual Christmas program. Each class
performed holiday poems and songs for the families. The performance was
followed by a punch and cookie reception.  Pictured are the children in the 3 Year
Old Class reciting “Christmas is Love”.

HOLIDAY CELEBRATING...A group of Intermediate Department Ladies, part
of the Woman’s Club of Westfield (WCW) enjoyed a holiday luncheon at Echo
Lake Country Club recently. Lots of laughter, good conversation and much
optimism were at the table as all looked forward to a wonderful new year. In this
photo showing membership that has turned into friendship are members : Anne
Gallanti, Maryfran Annese, Roseleen Flaherty, Sally Brown, Anne Magnotti and
WCW President Dolores Geisow.Willow Grove Pre-School

Holding Open House Tours

Holy Trinity Offers Tours of
Westfield and MS Campuses
WESTFIELD – Holy Trinity

Interparochial School, a National
Blue Ribbon School of Excellence,
will open its doors to prospective
students and their parents Sunday,
January 25, with open houses at both
of its campuses.

The Westfield Campus, located at
336 First Street, Westfield, offers
full-day kindergarten and classes in
Grades 1 to 8.  Doors open for the
open house at 1:30 p.m. with light
refreshments and entertainment for
families running from 1:45 to 2:30
p.m. in the gym. Tours of the cam-
pus will be given from 1:30 to 3 p.m.
and current students and parents will
be available to answer questions.

The Mountainside Campus, which
is located at Our Lady of Lourdes
Church, 304 Central Avenue,
Mountainside, educates children
from age two through full-day kin-
dergarten. The Open House for its
Early Childhood Program on the
Mountainside Campus will be held
from 10:30 a.m. to noon, on Sunday,

January 25. Faculty and parents will
be available to give tours and answer
questions.

Tours of either campus can also be
scheduled on days when classes are
in session. Parents can also have
children sit in on part of a school day
at the Westfield Campus and can
make those arrangements by calling
the school at (908) 233-0484 or send-
ing an email to office-
wc@htisnj.com.

The open houses correspond with
the nationwide weeklong celebra-
tion of Catholic schools. This year’s
theme is “Communities of Faith,
Knowledge, and Service.”

Holy Trinity Interparochial School
is a Roman Catholic school run un-
der the auspices of the Newark
Archdiocesan School System and
educating children from age two
through Grade 8. It is a Middle States
Accredited school and a recipient of
the U.S. Department of Education’s
National Blue Ribbon School of Ex-
cellence in 2011.

F-SP Service League
Accepting Scholarship Apps.
FANWOOD-SCOTCH PLAINS –

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League Scholarships, established in
1975, are offered to students who are
residents of Fanwood or Scotch
Plains. Local students who will gradu-
ate from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School or other area high schools in
2015 or local residents who are cur-
rently attending college or vocational
school are eligible to apply. The schol-
arships are awarded on the basis of a
student’s record of volunteer service
and community involvement plus fi-
nancial need, evidence of financial
self-help, and academic promise. In
2014, three students received $3,000
each and three students received
$1,000 each. The Service League’s
Scholarship Committee screens all
applications and determines the num-
ber and amount of awards in May of
each year.

All applicants, including current
scholarship recipients and students
attending college or other programs,
must submit the following: Com-
pleted and signed 2015 SP-F Local
Scholarship Application available at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School's Scholarship Booklet http://
w w w. s p f k 1 2 . o rg / c m s / l i b 0 7 /
NJ01001501/Centricity/Domain/
1 0 5 /
2015%20Local%20Scholarships%20Booklet.pdf
and http://
scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com/
service-league-scholarships.html; a

personal letter that includes your fu-
ture plans, a description of your most
valuable volunteer experience to date,
and the reason(s) why community
involvement is important to you; tran-
script of grades and SAT and/or ACT
scores sent by your high school or
college directly to the Scholarship
Chairperson

All required materials are to be
mailed to:  Scholarship Chairperson,
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League Thrift Shop, 1741 East Sec-
ond Street, Scotch Plains, NJ  07076.
Materials must be postmarked on or
before Saturday, February 14.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ser-
vice League is an all-volunteer, non-
profit organization that has served
our communities since 1974.  Since
its founding, the League has donated
$1.1 million for local causes.  Any-
one interested in learning more about
the League or League membership is
invited to call 908-322-5420, visit
our website at
www.scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com
or speak to any of our volunteers at
the shop.  Check out our Facebook
page “Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ser-
vice League” and give us a “Like.”
Hours are Tuesday/Wednesday/
Thursday/Friday 10-2:30 and Satur-
day 10-1.  Cash only.  Gently-used
donations are always welcome dur-
ing open hours.  Free parking on the
street and in the rear of the building
(enter parking lot via Willow Ave.).

SCOTCH PLAINS – Willow
Grove Pre-School, located at 1961
Raritan Rd., Scotch Plains, will
hold Pre-registration Open House
Tours for the 2015-16 school year.
Tours are scheduled for Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday during the
week of January 12 from 9:30-
10:15 & 10:45- 11:30. Director
Kathy Calello will give an over-
view of the pre-school program
along with a tour of the facility.
Please call 908-232-7117 for an
appointment.

Willow Grove Pre-School is a
Christian pre-school, sponsored by

Willow Grove Presbyterian Church
and licensed by the state of New
Jersey. Class teachers are state-certi-
fied educators. Classes are offered
for children who will be 2 years old
by April 1 for the 3 Minus Program,
along with classes for 3 Year Olds
and 4 Year Olds.

Registration for the 2015-116
school year will begin Jan. 12th for
present enrollees and alumni. Open
registration will begin on MONDAY
FEB. 9th

For further information call Mrs.
Calello at 232-7117 or e-mail
office@willowgrovepreschool.org.

Newark Museum to Feature
Royals and Regalia Exhibit

NEWARK – The Newark Mu-
seum will present an exhibition of
40 large-scale portraits from a new
series by acclaimed Nigerian pho-
tographer George Osodi. Royals and
Regalia: Inside the Palaces of
Nigeria’s Monarchs will open
Wednesday, February 25 and run
through Sunday, August 9.

Exhibited for the first time in the
United States, the lush color photo-
graphs feature the leaders of mod-
ern-day monarchies throughout the
country. “The images provide audi-
ences with a rare and intimate look
inside Nigeria’s palaces and throne
rooms, capturing the personalities
of the rulers, the splendor of their
dress, and the details of their set-
tings,” said Christa Clarke, Ph.D.,
the Museum’s Senior Curator of
the Arts of Global Africa, who or-
ganized the exhibition.  The near
life-size photographs will be shown
along with select examples of pres-
tige dress and regalia from the
Museum’s internationally re-
nowned collections.

 “The idea behind this project is
to travel around this diverse coun-
try and go beyond the portraits to
explore the subjects’ environments
– being the custodians of our cul-
tural heritage and peace makers –
exploring their architecture and
fashion with the view to showcase
and celebrate them and to mirror
the country’s great culture through
their personalities,” Mr. Osodi said.

The series presents more than 20
rulers, most of whom represent re-
gional monarchies that have existed

prior to creation of the present-day
nation of Nigeria in 1914. Though
weakened by British colonial rule
and stripped of constitutional pow-
ers in 1963, after the country gained
independence, they remain an inte-
gral part of the country’s political
and social landscape. In addition to
the formal portraits of rulers in full
regalia, Mr. Osodi has collected
their biographies and notes on the
history and traditions associated
with each ruler.

Mr. Osodi’s work intervenes in a
long tradition of photographic por-
traiture in Africa, a history largely
shaped by foreigners at a time when
kingdoms were being subjugated
by colonial powers. “I want to docu-
ment Africa from an African per-
spective,” he said. His aim is to
capture the ways that the monarchs
position themselves as living sym-
bols of cultural heritage in the glo-
balized world of the 21st century.

The monarchs are presented in
their full pomp and splendor,
dressed in richly embroidered robes,
sumptuous brocades, and vibrant
printed textiles and wearing elabo-
rate beaded headgear, jewelry and
other regalia. They are posed inside
lavish interior rooms, on thrones
set on palace grounds, and even
behind the wheel of a luxury con-
vertible. Mr. Osodi’s aesthetic sen-
sitivity to his subjects in apparent
in the formal compositions of the
photographs, which reflect the
artist’s interest in the “Golden Age”
of European royal portrait painting
yet capture present-day realities.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

WHEREAS, Article 4:05(A) Land Use Ordinance of the Borough of Fanwood, County
of Union, State of New Jersey required the Planning Board to determine the date, time
and locations of the monthly meetings through January of the next year when it organizes
in January.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Planning Board of The Borough of
Fanwood that it will meet at 7:30 PM, in the lower level meeting room of the Borough Hall,
75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey on the following dates:

2015
AGENDA MEETINGS REGULAR MEETINGS
January 20* January 28
February 17* February 25
March 18 March 25
April 15 April 22
May 20 May 27
June 17 June 24
No Agenda Meeting July 22
No Agenda Meeting August 26
September 16 September  23
October 21 October 28
No Agenda Meeting November 11**
December 9 December 16
January 20, 2016 January 27, 2016

and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be prominently posted on
the bulletin board in the Borough Hall, mailed to The Times and The Courier News, filed
with the Borough Clerk and mailed to any person requesting same i1n accordance with
the requirements of the Open Meetings Act.
1 T - 1/8/15, The Times Fee: $54.06

Allen of FW Makes
Union Univ. Deans List

JACKSON, T.N. – Four hundred
sixty students have been named to
the Union University Dean's List for
the fall 2014 semester. The Dean's
List includes full-time students who
achieve a 3.5 grade point average on
a four-point scale.

Among those named to the list is
Michala Allen of Fanwood.

Founded in 1823 and affiliated with
the Tennessee Baptist Convention,
Union University is characterized by
quality Christ-centered teaching and
learning. Union offers liberal arts
training in more than 100 majors and
programs of study along with profes-
sional programs in business, educa-
tion and nursing. About 4,000 stu-
dents are currently enrolled.

WF PTC-Special Education
Committee Hosts IEP Session

WESTFIELD – On Wednesday,
January 14 at 7:30 p.m. the public is
invited to attend “The IEP: How to
Collaborate a Positive Outcome” at
the Edison Intermediate School Li-
brary, located at 800 Rahway Avenue
in Westfield.

The Annual Review season is rap-
idly approaching parents can be pre-
pared and knowledgeable about the
IEP process so they can be the best
advocate for their child.

Learn how to best prepare and col-
laborate with the district for an ap-
propriate IEP. Work with the Child
Study Team to determine appropriate
goals, accommodations and services,
how to measure them, and best un-
derstand what services are appropri-
ate for your child. 

The guest speakers will address
how parents can collaborate with the
district to create solid measures of
growth and concrete goals and how
parents and districts can partner to
ensure growth and success for a stu-
dent.

Jessica Weinberg, Esq. and Nicole

Conforti, Esq. are attorneys with over
35 years of combined experience in
the special needs field. They have
represented both parents and school
districts. Ms. Weinberg also served
over 10 years as a special education
mediator with the New Jersey De-
partment of Education. Together they
bring the unique experience of being
involved in every aspect of a special
needs dispute and share the philoso-
phy that these types of conflicts can
be resolved outside of the courtroom.
They are the proprietors of Resolu-
tion Resource Partners, LLC (RRP),
which formed to help parents and
school districts prevent conflicts and
promptly resolve special needs dis-
putes with minimal financial and
emotional costs to both parties. 

Sponsored by PTC-Special Edu-
cation Committee. This program is
free and open to the public. All par-
ents, teachers, and advocates are wel-
come to attend. No pre-registration is
required.

For further information email
specialedparents@westfieldnjk12.org
or visit www.westfieldnjk12.org/
p a g e s /
Westfield_Town_School_District/Par-
ents/specialedparents. 1.5 Professional
development hours will be provided. 

DeBellis Makes Dean’s
List at Penn College

WILLIAMSPORT, P.A. – The Penn
College Dean’s List includes all full-
time students who have a semester
grade-point average of 3.5 or better.
Part-time, degree-seeking students
who have earned 12 credits and have
a graduation grade-point average of
3.5 will receive initial Dean's List
recognition. Thereafter, upon
completion of each additional 12
credits, a student will be eligible for
the Dean's List if the minimum GPA
has been maintained.

Nicholas J. DeBellis of Scotch
Plains, Associate of Applied Science,
Automotive Technology was named
to the dean’s list.
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CDC Raises Funds for Gay
Men’s Health Crisis Center

GIFT FROM THE HEART...Krishna Stone of the Gay Men’s Health Crisis
Center received a check from CDC Theater members and actors Joe Leo, Scott
Tyler Richenaker, Salvador Navarro, Terry Darling, Leslie Reagoso, and (seated)
Alan Van Antwerp (co-director) and John Sechrist. The check was from proceeds
of a production of “The Normal Heart”.

MONEY LESSONS...Other People’s Money opens on Friday, January 16 in
Upper Montclair. On a visit to New England Wire and Cable, Larry ‘the
Liquidator” (Bill O’Brien,  front right) gives a lesson in finances to Bill Coles
(Robert Barwick, front left), Jorgenson (Chris Gibbs, rear left) and Bea Sullivan
(Jeanne Johnston).

Fanwood Resident Appears
In “Other People’s Money”

CRANFORD – In this season of
giving, CDC Theatre in Cranford,
New Jersey’s oldest community the-
atre, recently presented a donation
of over $1,300 to Krishna Stone,
the Assistant Director of Commu-
nity Relations, Communications and
Marketing at the Gay Men’s Health
Crisis Center (GMHC) in New York.
The theatre had opened its 96th
season with a special, limited run
production of Larry Kramer’s The
Normal Heart which was a joint

fundraiser for the theatre and
GMHC.

For close to one hundred years,
CDC Theatre’s mission has been to
provide affordable, live theatre to
the community and to encourage
involvement in the theatre arts. The
theatre’s commitment to maintain-
ing a strong presence in the local
community is one of the ways we
hope to remain a vibrant arts insti-
tution. For more information on our
season visit www.cdctheatre.org.

Organist Shea Velloso to
Perform at Methodist Church

“Shouldn’t I Be Less in Love with
You?” brought a lump to the throat
for men and women alike at the Sun-
day matinee. Mr. O’Neill masters an
incredible array of emotions through-
out the show (from tough guy in a
prison to a father whose son is break-
ing up with his girlfriend), but this
song is a standout with its tenderness
of a husband thinking about his wife
of 30 years.

This is a Fearless Production. Not
familiar with their work? Remember
the name because it’s taking not only
Union County but New Jersey by
storm.  Actor Brian Remo, director of
this production, has formed the group
that is breaking new ground. He is
collaborating with other directors with
his vision and enthusiasm by drawing
some of the best talent the area has to
offer to present productions in vari-
ous venues. “I Love You, You’re
Perfect…Now Change” is the first of
their season’s offerings.

Get tickets now for this limited
engagement at
www.fearlessprod.com and check out
what else is on their horizon.

WF Community Players’
“Almost Maine” to Open Fri.

WESTFIELD – Westfield Com-
munity Players continues its 2014-
2015 season with John Cariani’s
comedy, “Almost, Maine”.  The
show opens Saturday, January 10
and runs weekends through Satur-
day, January 24.  The theater is
located at 1000 North Avenue, West,
Westfield.  Tickets are $20 for
adults, $10 for students (matinee
only) and $10 for active military
personnel, all performances.  Tick-
ets can be reserved by calling the 24
hour tape (908) 232-1221.

On a cold, clear, moonless night
in the middles of winter, all is not
quite what it seems in the remote,
mythical town of Almost, Maine.
As the northern lights hover in the
star-filled sky above, Almost’s resi-
dents find themselves falling in and
out of love in unexpected and often
hilarious ways.  Knees are bruised.
Hearts are broken.  However, the
bruises heal and the hearts mend-
almost-in this delightful midwinter
night’s dream.

The show is directed by Beatriz
Esteban-Messina of Union City, pro-
duced by Jessica Foerst, of Westfield
and stage managed by Barbara
Ruban from Springfield. The cast
features Sondy Cadeau, from Lin-
den; Jeanette Ricci and Leslie Ricci,
from Roselle Park; Bram Akcay,
from Bloomfield; Judy Casey Wil-

son, from Jersey City; Lisa D’Agati
Gerhart, from Nutley; Peter Curley,
from Maplewood; Alicia Hayes,
from Belleville; John Schweska,
from Greenbrook; Renee Litwin,
from Scotch Plains; Robert
Goodwin, from New Brunswick;
Russ Ortiz, from Woodbridge;
Frances Barken, from Springfield;
Steve Lemenille, from Clark; Vic-
tor Martinez from So. Amboy; and
Kristin Bennett.

Continuing the opening night tra-
dition, audience members are in-
vited to a reception with the cast
and crew immediately following the
final curtain.

Funding is made possible by the
New Jersey State Council of the
Arts, Department of State, a partner
agency of the National Endowment
of the Arts, through a grant admin-
istered by the Union County Office
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

Clark UNICO Sponsors
Flea Market, Craft Show

CLARK – On Saturday, January 17
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. a flea market and
craft show will be held at Arthur L.
Johnson High School, 365 Westfield
Ave. (off Raritan Road), Clark.

Admission to the event is free.
There will be over 50 exhibitors dis-
playing an array of quality merchan-
dise such as oil & incense, hand-
bags, sports collectibles, jewelry for
all ages, clothing, dollar items, gift
items, gloves & scarves, toys, per-
fumes, antiques & collectibles, ga-
rage/tag sale items all at bargain
prices. The event is sponsored by
Clark UNICO. For more informa-
tion call (201) 998-1144 or email
events@jcpromotions.info.

ROCKIN JAZZ... The  New Jersey Workshop for the Arts Rockin’ Jazz Band,
directed by Caryn Feder,  will hold an open rehearsal on Saturday, January 17 at
the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts in  Westfield.

UPPER MONTCLAIR – Chris
Gibbs, of Fanwood, plays Jorgenson
in “Other People’s Money” a drama/
comedy by Jerry Sterner at Studio
Playhouse in Upper Montclair. Per-
formances are Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 3
p.m. from January 16 through 31.

Wall Street takeover artist
Lawrence Garfinkle’s mind is reeling
over the undervalued stock of New
England Wire & Cable. If the stock-
holders back his take over, they will
make a bundle, but what will happen
to the 1200 employees and the com-
munity when he liquidates the assets?
This compelling drama brilliantly
chronicles the monumental changes
set in motion during the Reagan years
- a time when Wall Street began eat-
ing Main Street for breakfast.  Please
note - this production contains lan-
guage for mature audiences.

At the end of each performance
audience members will have the op-
portunity to voice their opinion on the
outcome in the form of a vote and
become eligible to win a pair of tick-
ets to any Studio Players upcoming
Main Stage show through the 2015-
2016 season. Details will be provided
at the theater.

“Other People’s Money“ is directed
by Amy Fox and stage managed by
Judi Liebert. Tickets are $20 for
adults, $17 for students and seniors
age 65 and up with discounts avail-
able for groups of 20 or more that
prepay. Tickets are buy one get one
free on opening night, Friday, Janu-
ary 16. Tickets can be purchased
online at www.studioplayhouse.org/
tickets or by calling (973) 744-9752.
Studio Playhouse is located at 14
Alvin Place, off Valley Road near the
A&P, in Upper Montclair.

Community Invited to Big
Band, Swing Dance Concert

NJWA Rockin’ Jazz Band
To Hold Open Rehearsal

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) Rockin’
Jazz Band will hold an open rehearsal
for interested musicians on Saturday,
January 17  from 3 to 5 p.m. at the
NJWA studios, 150-152 East Broad
Street, Westfield.  Weekly rehearsals
will then take place from 3 to 4:30 p.m.
on Saturdays, from January to June at
the studios.

A favorite at community events, the
Rockin’ Jazz Band  is comprised  of
musicians who enjoy playing Jazz,
Rock, Blues, Pop, Broadway, Latin and
Dixieland. Instrumentation of the Jazz
Band includes alto, tenor and bari saxo-
phone, trumpet, trombone, electric and
bass guitar, drum set, percussion, and
piano.  Vocalists are also welcome.

The band will be directed by drum-
mer Caryn Feder, who holds a B.A. in
Music Education from the College of
New Jersey and an M.A. in Music
Performance from Five Towns Col-
lege. She  has drummed off Broadway,
at various playhouses and in school
productions, for shows such as Rocky
Horror, Godspell, Big River, Damn
Yankees, Blood Brothers, and You’re a
Good Man Charlie Brown. She can

also be heard on her new album An-
other Sort of Someone, available on
CDBaby.com.

A certified music teacher in both
New York and New Jersey, Ms. Feder
has given drum clinics for The Cisely
Tyson School for  Fine and Performing
Arts, the Sam Ash sponsored percus-
sion clinic team “The Drum Summit”
and assisted in a mallet percussion clinic
for Mariah Carey’s Fresh Air Fund
Camp. She has judged competitions for
the Long Island Drum and Music
School, has been a music judge yearly
for the Sights and Sounds Festival in
New Jersey and  recently completed a
book on Buddy Rich: A Look at His Life
and Technique.

The  Rockin’ Jazz Band is an en-
semble of the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts, a 501c(3) non-profit orga-
nization, founded in 1972. To register
please call (908) 789-9696. To ar-
range a placement interview, please
call Dr. Ted Schlosberg at (908) 789-
9696, extension 17. For information
on this or any program of the NJWA,
you may also visit the Broad Street
studios or log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

WESTFIELD – Shea Velloso, a
multi-talented musician and organist,
was scheduled to play this concert in
November when circumstances be-
yond his control forced him to cancel
the event. Mr. Velloso hails from cen-
tral New Jersey. He is a
graduate of the Mason
Gross School of the Arts
at Rutgers University
where he earned his
bachelor's degree in or-
gan performance.

For this Friday, Janu-
ary 9 7:30 p.m. concert
Mr. Velloso will create
"organ stereo" as he
plays on two sanctuary
organs - the 1959 56 rank
Æolian- Skinner chancel
organ and the 1974 12
rank Möller antiphonal
organ located high up in the rear
gallery. He will showcase striking
and impressive works by several
composers including Herbert
Howells, Sigfrid Karg-Elert, Louis
Vierne, Eugene Gigout and, J. S.
Bach.

In 2004, Mr. Velloso was the re-
cipient of the Elizabeth W. Durham
Award for Excellence in Performance.
He has performed recitals throughout
New Jersey and New York City. A
special highlight was his appearance
in concert on National Public Radio's
"Pipe Dreams," a performance which
can be heard on the internet by log-

ging onto Pipedreams.org. He has
also appeared on Metuchen cable tele-
vision and performed two mid-day
organ recitals this fall at the Westfield
Methodist Church.

As Director of Music at the United
Methodist Church at
Milltown, he is the organ-
ist, director of the church's
four choirs and is respon-
sible for planning the
church's concert series and
Lenten Recital Series.
Mr.Velloso also serves on
the executive board of the
Middlesex chapter of the
American Guild of Organ-
ists.

Mr. Velloso along with
his wife, Jody, currently
reside in Milltown where
he has constructed a 10

rank pipe organ in their home.
This performance, along with the

past fall Wednesday series of Mid
Day organ recitals, will help to ben-
efit the restoration of FUMC's Æolian-
Skinner chancel organ, a classic in-
strument which is one of the finest
examples of 20th century American
organ building. The suggested dona-
tion for this event is $15 for adults
and $10 for students. The church is
located at One East Broad Street on
the Plaza with parking off Ferris Place.
For further information call the church
office at (908) 233-4211 daily from
12 to 4 p.m.

Organist Shea Velloso

Photos by Summit Resident
Exhibited at County Gallery

UNION – The rhythm and sound of
Swing/Big Band music will turn Sun-
day, January 18 into a festive break
from the winter blues. Put on your
dancing shoes or just sit back and
relax from 1 to 3 p.m. in the beautiful
auditorium of the YM-YWHA of
Union County, and enjoy the ninth
annual Swing Dance.

Open to all for dancing or listening
pleasure, this popular event is free to
Seniors, Youth and their families. A
$10 donation is requested from others
who attend the Big Band performance,
which is sponsored by the National
Council of Jewish Women, Union
County Section (NCJW) and the ‘Y’.

The featured band is the renowned
Full Count Big Band. Based in
Garwood, this 18 piece contempo-

rary big band is one of the leading
jazz/swing orchestras in New Jersey.
Refreshments will be served. The ‘Y’,
a barrier-free facility, is located at
501 Green Lane, Union. For direc-
tions or in the event of inclement
weather, please call the ‘Y’ at (908)
289-8112.  For information about
NCJW, please email
ncjwunion@yahoo.com.

A food collection for people in need
will take place in the lobby of the Y.
Please bring a gift of non-perishable
food which will be distributed to food
pantries serving those less fortunate.

This program is made possible in
part by a HEART (History, Educa-
tion, Arts Reaching Thousands) Grant
from the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN

One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

“Into the Woods”
Lumbers a Bit

2 & 1/2 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

 Director Rob Marshall’s movie
adaptation of James Lapine (book)
and Stephen Sondheim’s (music and
lyrics) “Into the Woods” is whimsical
and enchanting until about the 60
percent mark, at which time it bogs
down into the catastasis. That’s the
point in drama, as I explained to my
daughter Erin when she was little,
when push comes to shove and it
looks like things might not work out
too well. She quickly informed: “I
hate the catastasis.” Well, me too
sometimes. Here, in what is essen-
tially a two-part saga, it disrupts more
than heightens the experience.

 Indeed, these woods might have
benefited from a few less, complicat-
ing trees. But again, it’s awfully good
going for a while, a joyous and witty
amalgam of several fairy tales from
the Brothers Grimm given the Lon-
don/Broadway stage treatment and
then transferred to the wonderful
world of f/x-enhanced film. A stellar
cast breathes new life into the famil-
iar characters who jibe humorously
with the script’s updated, semi-satiric
take on the time-honored fables.

 Of course Meryl Streep, playing
the witch who has cast a spell that
adversely impacts a kindly baker
(James Corden) and his sweet,
resultantly barren wife (Emily Blunt),
can’t help but overshadow her fellow
players. La Streep’s star is simply too
bright. But that’s just fine since it only
proves to aid the production and,
truth be told, had me a little scared. I
mean, those long fingernails and
gnarly teeth. Only this lady can mine
the originality in a stereotype. So,
while the bounteously colorful movie
is appropriately rated PG, I’d get a
babysitter for little Liam.

 However, if you’re taking Ava and
Ethan, both over seven if I remember
correctly, be sure to first tutor the
moppets with a correct telling of
“Cinderella,” “Little Red Riding
Hood,” “Jack and the Beanstalk” and
“Rapunzel,” lest this merger misin-
forms them. Call it the Readers Di-
gest version. Proposing that the six
degrees of separation theory also ap-

plies to fairy tales, Mr. Lapine’s
screenplay sees to it that an all-star
gathering of magical characters demo-
cratically interacts across storylines.

 Act #1, Scene #1, James Corden’s
baker and his wife, blithely portrayed
by Emily Blunt, charitably look the
other way as Little Red Riding Hood
(Lilla Crawford) greedily helps her-
self to several free samples, presum-
ably to be enjoyed by Grandma. Natu-
rally, her traipse into the woods will
include an encounter with Mr. Wolf, a
hipster played to sleazy perfection by
Johnny Depp. You know the rest,
more or less. But it plays second
fiddle to the childless couple’s plight.

 It’s all about a conjuring the wicked
witch put on the baker’s dad for filch-
ing some greens from her garden. His
family tree is doomed to wither. It
turns out dear old dad wasn’t exactly
father of the year, and this sets a
whole bunch of metaphors in motion.
But the bottom line is, Streep’s hate-
ful hag is willing to lift the baby ban
if the couple goes into the woods and
gathers the four items she needs to
escape from a hex that has caused her
ugliness. They are game.

 Meanwhile, as the baker and his
wife traipse in search of a red cape; a
cow as white as snow; a slipper pure
as gold; and hair yellow as corn, Jack
(Daniel Huttlestone), soon to be of
beanstalk fame, has been entrusted
by mom (Tracey Ullman) to sell a
cow that happens to meet that de-
scription. The narratives begin to in-
tertwine, with all beings concerned
melodically sprinkling a play-by-play
in song throughout the lush, forbid-
ding landscape. Some of it is rather
hummable.

 Shortly tying into the magical do-
ings are Rapunzel (Mackenzie
Mauzy) and Cinderella (Anna
Kendrick), both of whom have, in
good fairy tale fashion, their own
handsome prince to save and pursue
them. Brothers, the royal suitors (Billy
Magnussen for Rapunzel; Chris Pine
for Cinderella) commiserate in duet
over the difficulties of such entangled
wooing. But the biggest challenge
that awaits, even more fearsome than
Miss Streep’s frightful sorceress, is
the Giant that Jack unleashes after he
buys and sows those proverbial beans.
Trouble brews and bubbles.

 Still, it looks like things are going
to be OK, until we learn that what we
thought was happily ever after is re-
ally just the end of part one. Yep, the
film itself has a curse: that dreaded
catastasis. A whole gamut of unre-
solved and new predicaments rear
their foul threats. Oh, that a kindly
woodman could thin things out a bit.

 All the same, it’s a lot of entertain-
ment. So if you can see the forest for
the trees, for $8.25 a ticket in Gulfport,
Mississippi, or $14 in N.Y.C., that’s a
bargain compared to what you’d pay
to see “Into the Woods” on Broad-
way.

***
“Into the Woods,” rated PG, is a

Walt Disney Studio Motion Pictures
release directed by Rob Marshall and
stars Emily Blunt, Meryl Streep and
James Corden. Running time: 125
minutes

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is
pleased to present an exhibit of pho-
tographs by Agnieszka Solawa of
Summit in the gallery space at the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, located in the his-
toric St. John’s Parsonage at 633 Pearl
Street in Elizabeth. A selection of her
work entitled “Inspired” is on display
at the Pearl Street Gallery through
Friday, March 27. The public is in-
vited to enjoy the exhibit during regu-
lar gallery hours, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. weekdays.

“The talent and diversity of our
county artists assure an inspiring
variety of exhibits at the Pearl Street
Gallery,” said Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski, liaison to the Union
County Cultural and Heritage Ad-
visory Board. “We are pleased to
display Ms. Solawa’s beautiful pho-
tographs.”

Ms. Solawa was born in Krakow,
Poland, where she grew up sur-
rounded by art. Her mother was an
artist and her father was chief archi-
tect of the city of Krakow and a
professor at the School of Architec-
ture. Her family immigrated to South
Africa to escape from communism.
She earned a Diploma of Fine Art
from the Pretoria and Cape Town
Universities and a BA in Architec-
ture from the University of Cape
Town. In Paris, France, she studied
Graphic Arts at the “Atelier 17.”
She later won a scholarship to study
art and Italian language at the Uni-
versity of Urbino in Italy.

In 1987, Ms. Solawa moved to
Summit with her husband Sam, who
also is an architect and photographer.
Throughout her career, Ms. Solawa
participated in many exhibitions in
Italy, France, South Africa and the
United States. Her paintings and pho-
tographs are in many private collec-
tions. Her recent exhibits include:
Solo Exhibition of Photography,
Millburn Public Library; Solo Exhi-
bition of Paintings, Westfield Memo-
rial Library; Solo Exhibition of Jew-
elry, New Providence Memorial Li-
brary; “Holy Lives”, Juried Show,
Therese A. Maloney Art Gallery,
Morristown, NJ; and “Seasons”, 3rd
Annual Photography Contest, The
Donald B. Palmer Museum, Spring-
field.

Ms. Solawa continued her photog-
raphy and painting while working as
an architect/interior designer at
Donghia Associates and later as an
architect at the Port Authority of NY
& NJ. She also is a jewelry designer
and a singer. To see her work, visit her
website www.solawa.com .

Union County artists (whose works
can be hung on a wall) interested in
exhibiting in the gallery space are
welcome to apply. For more infor-
mation about the Pearl Street Gal-
lery or other programs, please con-
tact the Union County Office of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl
Street, Elizabeth. Free on-site park-
ing is available. Telephone (908)
558-2550. NJ Relay users can dial
711. Send E-mail to:
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Newark Museum
Welcomes New Curator

NEWARK – Newark Museum
Board President Andrew Richards,
and Director and Chief Executive
Officer Steven Kern have announced
the appointment of Tricia Laughlin
Bloom, Ph.D., as Curator of Ameri-
can Art.

A resident of Maplewood since
2006, Ms. Bloom holds a Doctorate
in Twentieth-Century Art History
from Rutgers University, New
Brunswick, where she received a
Graduate School Fellowship along
with Research and Teaching Assis-
tantships; she also holds a Masters of
Arts degree in Nineteenth- and Twen-
tieth-Century Art History and Criti-
cism from the State University of
New York at Stony Brook; and a
Bachelor of Arts Degree in English
and Art History from  James Madison
University in Harrisonburg, Virginia.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16
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New Jersey Festival Orchestra’s
Annual Event Rings in the New Year

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEFORE THE PARADE PASSES BY…At the New Jersey Festival Orchestra’s annual New Year’s Eve concert held at the
Westfield High School, Broadway performers Jason Forbach, Beth Kirkpatrick, Greggory Brandt and Analisa Leaming belt
out the rousing march from the Broadway show, “Hello, Dolly!” Music director David Wroe’s two-hour presentation, “Guys
and Gals of Broadway,” was co-sponsored by PSE&G.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

While a million people braved the
cold in Times Square to usher in the
New Year by watching the Waterford
crystal ball drop, a more civilized,
comfortable celebration was taking
place at the Westfield High School by
the New Jersey Festival Orchestra
(NJFO). As is the custom of the popu-
lar orchestra, four Broadway perform-
ers joined the musical presentation
that was this year entitled, “The Guys
and Dolls of Broadway.”

Under the masterful direction of
Maestro David Wroe, the two-hour
show entertained and engaged the
near-capacity crowd. “When I am
selecting the music for this event, I
am like a kid in a candy shop,” Mr.
Wroe told to the audience. Each
year he painstakingly researches
material from different eras and
picks representative pieces, some
which require him to flesh out or-
chestration. He mixes old chestnuts
as well as more unfamiliar songs
from Broadway.

Maestro Wroe opened the night
with a rousing “Shakin’ the Blues
Away” from a 1960s film, “Love Me
or Leave Me.” A musical interlude in
the number featured the orchestra at a
wonderful breakneck double time
pace. The brass was able to shine
while the strong mezzo voice of Beth
Kirkpatrick kept the lyric fresh. Ms.
Kirkpatrick delighted throughout the
night displaying a versatile repertoire
including Cole Porter’s signature song
from “Kiss Me Kate” - “So in Love.”
Her lush, low notes poured out effort-
lessly like warm maple syrup flood-
ing a stack of flapjacks.  In that num-
ber, the saxophone obbligato and
pulsing beat of the upright bass lent a
blues feel to the classic number.

One of the most fun numbers of the
night was the ironic “My Simple
Christmas Wish” sung by Ms.
Kirkpatrick and accompanied singly
with keyboard. In the comic number
(a set up where the audience thinks
she’ll be asking for world peace and
love for all) she belts that she wants to
be “rich, famous and powerful!”

The three other soloists each had
their moments to shine as well.

Greggory Brandt’s rich baritone was
spotlighted best in his rendition of
Cole Porter’s, “From this Moment
On.” Mr. Wroe said he selected the
“sassy” song because it was a number
made famous by New Jersey’s own
Frank Sinatra who collaborated with
the famous Nelson Riddle. Mr. Brandt
was backed up by a mellow orchestra
led by a marvelous trombone. His
version of “The King and I’s” “We
Kiss in a Shadow” featured an ethe-
real flute and tender, expressive or-
chestral interlude.

Jason Forbach, who is currently
appearing in the 2014 Broadway
revival of “Les Misérables,” en-
thralled with “South Pacific’s”
iconic, “Younger than Springtime.”
His resonant voice was comple-
mented by noteworthy cello and first
violinist harmony and counterpoint.
When the movie-star handsome
Forbach opened the second half of
the program with “Something’s
Coming’” from Leonard Bernstein’s
“West Side Story,” his last falsetto
notes took one’s breath away. He
handled “Luck Be a Lady Tonight
and “I’ve Never Been in Love Be-
fore” from “Guys and Dolls” with
finesse. With a key change, soprano
Analisa Leaming took the last re-
frain of the latter song to join him;
the beautifully matched voices
soared with full string section add-
ing to the movie-track fullness.

Another duet – by Ms. Leaming
and Ms. Kirkpatrick this time - thrilled
the appreciative audience with a sul-
try version of “Happy Days are Here
Again” and “Get Happy” (the duet
made famous in the 1960s by Judy
Garland and a young Barbra
Streisand). It was quite impressive
with a slow, yet relentless crescendo
that, by the last bars, included the full
orchestra.

The show stopper of the night was
Ms. Leaming’s haunting rendition of
Michel Legrand’s “What Are You
Doing the Rest of Your Life?” In a
cabaret-style onstage chat between
Mr. Wroe and the soprano, he chuck-
led when he recounted that she was a
bit hesitant to sing the song. “Well,
who wouldn’t be nervous singing a
Barbra Streisand song?” she retorted.

The audience must have agreed with
her assessment that it was a “stunning
arrangement” since they called her
back on stage for a second bow.

Maestro Wroe left the audience
with what he called the symphony’s
wish for all: “…hope, potential and
rebirth for 2015.” The final selection
of the impressive evening utilized a
Broadway march to get toes tapping.
“Before the Parade Passes By” from
“Hello, Dolly!” was the perfect finale
employing all four singers but spot-
lighting Ms. Kirkpatrick who belted
the uplifting, “I’m gonna raise the
roof, I’m gonna carry on, give me an
old trombone, give me an old baton,
before the parade passes by!”

COLDWELL BANKER

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

© 2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2006-2013
Visit my website at: www.frankdisoldi.com

email: isre@aol.com
Direct Line: 908-301-2038

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, January 11th • 1-4PM

An inviting covered portico welcomes you to this Classic Colonial set on a beautifully landscaped
corner property in Westfield.  Renovated to perfection while retaining the elegant charm of the
period, this enchanting four bedroom, two and a half bath home offers an elegant formal
dining room, gracious living room with large brick fireplace flanked by doors leading to the
relaxing sun room, and an updated eat-in kitchen opening to the family room and providing
access to the deck, overlooking the level and manicured yard. This lovely home is conveniently
located to town, close to all schools, shopping, parks, and NJ Transit for easy commuting.

666 Dorian Road, Westfield, NJ $769,900

The Isoldi Collection

Hiring the Top Agent Isn’t Expensive ... It’s Priceless!

FREENACE FEST

2 FOR 1

LIMITED
TIME!

Offer expires3.13.2015

with air conditioner purchase!

If your air conditioner and furnace

are over ten years old, they may soon

become the ultimate party poopers.

They’re more prone to breakdowns

and they’re also inefficient energy

wasters. But here’s something to

shout about  –  A free furnace when

you purchase a new air conditioner!

FREE FURNACE

BONUS OFFERS!

A year of free filters

Life-time warranty available

$0 down/60 months financing
First 50 callers will receive a free

programmable thermostat with

purchase

•

•
•

•

WINTER CLOSEOUT SALE

888-603-2182
WeltmanHomeServices.com

D. Weltman Plumbing Lic. #6440  G. Nowicki Electric Lic. #6808 HIC #13VH04948800 HVAC #1228

Call for details. Cannot be combined with other offers.

‘I Love You’ Production
At UCPAC is Fearless

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY - Can love ever be per-
fect, especially when “men are from
Mars and women from Venus”? The
musical “I Love You, You’re Perfect
…Now Change”, which runs week-
ends in Rahway at Union County
Performing Arts Center’s The Loft,
explores all facets of love from Adam
and Eve to the end of a couple’s  life.
With the book by Joe DiPietro and
music by Jimmy Roberts, the ador-
able series of vignettes is presented
by six gifted actors, who are backed
up by amazing piano and violin ac-
companiment and led by a director
who really knows his stuff: this show
is a winner.

Music is the glue in the piece with
piano accompaniment by a flamboy-
antly talented Joe Sherbin and aug-
mented by Beatrice Naumann’s sweet
violin. Every actor gets his moment
in the spotlight in a solo, duet, or trio.

Lindsay Adkins plays a number of
roles where the girl is searching for
love. In the clever “He Called Me”,
her voice switches from raucous when
talking on the phone to “Ma” to a
silky, sultry voice when speaking to
her date. Ms. Adkins’ mature singing
voice handles tender and funny

equally well.
Shiva Kiani has a stock ingénue

look and sound with enough verve
and spunk to not be pigeon-holed as
merely a pretty face. Her “I Will Be
Loved Tonight” rings true with an-
ticipation and honesty. The “Mar-
riage Tango” is a hoot where she and
her husband want to put the everyday
mundane tasks of life behind them in
order to find time for sex.

Ben Simons is adorable as a new
father in “Baby Song” where his friend
has to tell him to knock off the obnox-
ious baby talk. And in “Tear Jerk” Mr.
Simons’ character brings howls with
his reaction to a chick flick.

Matthew Rae plays a wide range of
characters - from the guy next door to
a nerd to an 80-year-old. They are all
credible, relatable and excellent.

More comic relief is provided by
zany Ami Martino who schleps and
mugs her way through a number of
songs. Specifically in “Stud and
Babe,” Ms. Martino is reminiscent of
Gilda Radner in a hilarious musical
sketch. She gives it her all in “Always
a Bridesmaid,” the most familiar in
the lineup of tunes.

The most poignant song by far is
sung by Jeffrey O’Neill whose

READY FOR LOVE… The cast of “I Love You, You’re Perfect…Now Change”
presents the musical comprised of vignettes and monologues at Union County
Performing Arts Center’s The Loft, a black box space. With minimal props, the
cast brings the series of stories alive to the 50-seat audience. CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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l'ennemi du journaliste

McGOVERN GETS 3 PINS; CONCINA RECORDS 2 PINS, MAJOR DECISION; CAPECE 3 MDs

Cougar Matmen Rip Clifton, Brearley Bears, No. Bergen
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fresh off a second place finish
in the very competitive
Tunkhannock Mat Tournament in
Pa., the Cranford High School
wrestling team defeated David
Brearley, 58-21, then made up
big time to avenge two losses
last year with a 49-19 triumph
over Clifton and a 43-18 thump-
ing of North Bergen in a Quad
meet in Cranford on January 3.

The Cougars faced Brearley first
and Bear Saverio Salfcas won
the first bout with a 1:12 fall over

Alex Esposito. Cougar heavy-
weight Kevin Doran received a
forfeit then Anthony Capece went
to work on Emanuel Montero with
a double-leg takedown, a four-
point fireman’s takedown, a two-
on-one tilt, an escape, then fol-
lowed up with another takedown
and a two-point nearfall to claim
a 13-1, majority decision at 106-
lbs.

At 113-lbs, Rebecca Pizutto
pinned Jake Quinn in 1:51 to give
the Bears a 12-10 team lead, but
Cougar Tom DiGiovanni punished
Paul Alfano in the first period at

120-lbs with a takedown and a
three-point nearfall, using a
double arm bar, before stacking
him to end the bout in 3:17.

Cougar Chris Scorese also had
a 5-0 lead over Kevin Scozzarro
at 126-lbs before using an under
half nelson to register a pin in
1:30. At 132-lbs, Vince Concino
clamped Bear Liam Savona in a
cradle at 0:49 then Brian
McGovern gave the Cougars a
34-12 lead at 138-lbs when he
settled Tim Murphy with a head-
lock in 2:50.

Bear Charlie Buckley scored a
double-leg takedown in overtime
to nip Mike Nigro, 4-2, at 145-lbs
then Gavin Murray, after scoring
a double-leg takedown used a
walkover arm bar to stick Aly

Mohamed in 1:10. At 160-lbs,
Andrew Tompkins pinned Kevin
Wheat in 1:48 with a chin hook/
arm bar combination. Brearley’s
Eoghan Savona recorded a fall in
1:32 at 170-bs then Cougars
Niko Cappello at 182-lbs and Nick
Ballas at 195-lbs received for-
feits.

Prior to the matches with Clifton
and North Bergen, Murray said,
“Last year, both teams beat us.
We were pretty [disappointed]
about that. It got interesting at
the end, so this should be a good
one. It’s going to be a brawl.”

“I like where we are at right
now. We haven’t beat these
teams in a long time. I can’t even
remember when. We will see how
we do,” Cougar Head Coach Pat
Gorman said.

Clifton got off to a 9-0 start
when Jacob Abill earned a 3-0
decision over Doran at 285-lbs
and Matt DePasque recorded a
pin at 106-lbs, but the Cougars
won the next five bouts, begin-
ning with Capece, who earned a
10-2, majority decision over An-
thony Tudda at 113-lbs.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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DiGiovanni pinned Chris Zaccone
in 1:28 at 120-lbs and Scorese
pinned Alex Rodriguez in 26 sec-
onds at 126-lbs. Concina pinned
Mohammed Abualhuda in 0:38
at 132-lbs then McGovern pinned
Sherif Habib in 2:55 at 138-lbs.

Murray received a forfeit at 152-
lbs then Tompkins (160) defeated
Tiberiu Rizea, 5-0. Cappello
pinned Andrii Denyliuk in 39 sec-
onds at 182-lbs, Ballas pinned
Chris Meja in 1:25 at 195-lbs and
Esposito pinned Anaes Allan in
1:56 at 220-lbs.

In the match against North
Bergen, Capece claimed a 14-4,
majority decision, but the bout
of the day went in DiGiovanni’s
corner at 120-lbs when he
claimed a 6-2 decision over Dan

Ortega, a region runner-up last
year. Scorese won, 6-0, Concina
grabbed a 9-1, majority decision
and McGovern won by fall. Nigro
won 4-2 at 145-lbs.

Murray pinned his opponent,
Tompkins and Cappello both
claimed 9-1, majority decisions
and Ballas eked out a 3-2, over-
time victory at 195-lbs.

CRANFORD 58, BREARLEY 21:
220: — Salfcas (B) p Esposito, 1:12
Hwt: — Doran (C) won forfeit
106: — Capece (C) md Montero, 13-1
113: — Pizuto (B) p Quinn, 1:51
120: — DiGiovanni (C) p Alfano, 3:17
126: — Scorese (C) p Scozzarro, 1:30
132: — Concina (C) p Savona, 0:49
138: — McGovern (C) p Murphy, 2:50
145: — Buckley (B) d Nigro, 4-2 OT
152: — Murray (C) p Mohamed, 1:10
160: — Tompkins (C) p Wheat, 1:48
170: — Savona (B) won fall 1:32
182: — Cappello (C) won forfeit
195: — Ballas (C) won forfeitProbitas Verus Honos

Cougar Matmen Crush Clifton,
Brearley Bears, North Bergen



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-3  Thursday, January 8, 2015

goleader.com/ballyhoo

MURRAY (152), CAPECE (106), CONCINA (132) GET 1ST; SCORESE (126), CAPPELLO (182) 2ND

Cougar Matmen Take 2nd at Tunkhannock Mat Tourney
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gavin Murray, Anthony Capece
and Vince Concina took top hon-
ors in their respective weight
classes to lead the Cranford High
School wrestling team to a sec-
ond place finish at the
Tunkhannock Kiwanis Tourna-
ment featuring 26 teams in
Tunkhannock, Pa. on December
29-30. Wyalusing, Pa. took the
team title with 241 points and
the Cougars finished with 197.5
points.

“It was a little disappointing to
come in second. I thought that
we were in the running the whole
tournament. I really had our
sights on finally winning a tour-
nament. Coming in second was a
little bit of a shortcoming, but
other than that I think that we
were very successful. A lot of
Pennsylvania teams are recog-
nizing us and our style of wres-
tling. It was a good experience
for the kids. We had 10 in the
quarters, eight in the semis and
we punched five of them into the
final with three champs,” Cougar
Head Coach Pat Gorman said.

“We went in looking to win it, so
it was kind of a disappointment
coming out. It was good team
bonding. We wrestled well. Some
of the guys cleaned up a lot and
wrestled a lot better than in the
previous season. It was good to
see that,” Murray said.

Murray began his journey to-
ward the 152-lb crown with a 59
second fall over Jake Tomdonis
(Lake Lehman — LL). Next, he
decisioned Nick Carr (Abington
Heights — AH), 6-2, then pinned
Zack Briggs (Wyoming Area —
WA) in 5:04. In his title bout,
Murray claimed an 11-1, major-
ity decision over Matt Judge
(Wyalusing — W).

“They really didn’t like us. A ton
of calls did not go our way. When
we would win, everything would
be quiet. When they won it would
be loud and everyone would be
cheering for them. They had the
hometown favorites, but we kind
of liked that,” Murray said.

Capece pinned Luke Adzema
(Mt. Carmel) in 0:57 then showed
Dave Gavek (Tunkhannock Area
— TA) the lights in 2:47. After
defeating Noah Surianna (AH),
10-5, in the semifinals, Capece
seized the 106-lb crown with a
1:52 fall over Jeff Bennett
(Hanover Area — HA).

Concina, competing at 132-lbs,

settled Liam Moyle (Scranton
Prep — SP) in 32 seconds then
edged Bob Hawkins (Coughlin),
3-1. In his semi bout, Concina
gained a forfeit then earned the
title with a 4-2 decision over
Aaron Kliamovich (Wyoming
Seminary).

Cougar Chris Scorese came
about as close as one could get to
a title. He began with a technical
fall over Riley Walker (North Penn
— NP) then added a 13-4 major-
ity decision over Josh Brown
(Coughlin). In the semis, Scorese
tallied a 14-2, majority decision
over Dakota Quick (TA) to ad-
vance to the 126-lb champion-

ship bout where he dropped a 7-
6 decision to Charlie Johnson (WA)

Cougar junior Niko Cappello
placed second at 182-lbs when
he was on the low side of a 6-1
decision to Derek Dragon (LL) in
the title bout. Previously,
Cappello pinned Codi Tunnicliff
(Wyoming Area) in 0:28 then
grabbed an 8-0, majority deci-
sion over Derek Nunez (Coughlin)
and followed with a 2:33 pin over
Damian Foshay (Honesdale).
Cougar Nick Ballas placed eighth
at 195-lbs.

At 120-lbs, Tom DiGiovanni
pinned Corbin Smith (Mt. View)
in 0:43 then pinned Brett Uhrin

(W) in 1:36. After dropping a 6-
0 decision to Zach Beckner (War-
ren County), DiGiovanni topped
his next opponent, 7-0, then
claimed third place with a 2-1
decision over Jake Richards (TA).

Andrew Tompkins placed third
at 160-lbs and began his journey
with a 1:14 pin over Bruce Parola
(SP). Next, he beat Brandon Butry
(Coughlin), 8-4, then lost, 5-3,
to Blake Panko (Mt. Carmel).
Tompkins went on to defeat Josh
Brown (Western Wayne), 5-1,
then grabbed third with a 4-2
decision over Jim Stuart (LL).

Brian McGovern placed fifth at
145-lbs when he defeated Pat
Park (Montrose), 5-0. Earlier,
McGovern pinned Pat Connell in
1:11 then lost a 12-10, overtime
decision to Mike Martey (TA). In
the wrestlebacks, he grabbed an
11-2, majority decision over Noah
Rakowski (HA), pinned Jacob
Myers (NP) in 2:09 then lost, 8-3,
to Tyler Shanholtz (Warren Area).

Dave Busch, who placed sixth
at 138-lbs, began with a 1:29 pin
of Zack Qulton (Lakawanna
Area). He then beat Damon
Whipple (Sayre), 9-7, just be-
fore being disqualified in his next
bout.

“I thought Vince Concina
wrestled really well. Anthony
Capece had his breakout tourna-
ment and I thought Andrew
Tompkins wrestled really well,”
Murray said.

“McGovern wrestled a great
tournament. He had two seconds
left in one match and he got
caught in a throw and that put
him in the wrestlebacks, but I
think a little bit more in that one
match and he would have been in
the finals, as well,” Coach Gorman
said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOTAL CONTROL ON TOP…Cougar Gavin Murray, top, works a tight waist and wrist control maneuver on Brearley
Bear Aly Mohamed during the Quad match with Brearley, Clifton and North Bergen.

Probitas Verus Honos

Story on page 12

of The Westfield Leader



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-4  Thursday, January 8, 2015

goleader.com/ballyhoo

PACE NETS 18 POINTS, MacLELLAND PUMP IN 16 POINTS, SPEER PULLS DOWN 10 REBOUNDS

Cougars Win Cougar Invt’l, Wobble West Orange, 53-33
By ALEX LOWE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After a slow start to their sea-
son, the Cranford High School
Cougars girls basketball team is
finally beginning to show their
claws. Lyndsay Pace scored 18
points as Cranford surged past
West Orange, 53-33, in the final
of the Cougar Classic held on
December 29 in Cranford.
Cranford broke open a close
game by outscoring the visitors
19-10 in the third quarter in
building a 40-26 lead. The Cou-
gars turned in a fine overall team
effort in winning their second
straight game and evening their
season record at 2-2.

“I’m very pleased with the re-
sult today,” said Cranford Head
Coach Jackie Dyer. “There were
a lot of questions based on how

we played in losing our first couple
of games of the season. But we
played a consistent game today.
That is something we have to
strive do the rest of the way.”

Junior Cerys MacLelland (4 as-
sists) chipped in 16 points and
pulled down five rebounds for
Cranford. Center Isabella Speer
(4 points, 2 blocks), also a junior,
added 10 rebounds. Erin Meixner
(4 rebounds) netted nine points.
Sarah Ross had five assists.

“It helps that we have a nice
inside/outside combination of
scorers,” said Dyer. “We had that
two seasons ago when we won
the sectionals.”

Against West Orange, that in-
side/outside combo was in full
effect. MacLelland provided the
inside points. Whether convert-
ing on post moves, put backs or

slashing drives through the lane,
MacLelland was always around
the basket. Pace provided the
long-range bombs, sinking three
of the team’s four 3-pointers on
the day.

“This was definitely one of our
better efforts of the season,” said
Pace. “We started off well and
kept pushing for all four quar-
ters. I think as long as we are
working together as a team we
can accomplish a lot of good
things. We feel like we want to
prove ourselves this year.”

After a back and forth start in
the first quarter, the Cougars
clawed to a 21-16 lead by the
halftime break. In the third quar-
ter, the Cougars began to gradu-
ally pull away as they easily
passed the ball over and through
the Mountaineer press defense.

A three-point basket by Pace
extended the hosts’ lead to 26-
20. Pace would score five of the
Cougars’ next seven points as
they built to a 36-23 lead with
two minutes remaining in the
third quarter.

“We controlled the game,” said
Speer. “We are always strong
rebounding and boxing out and I
think we did that very well today.
We really began to break their
press with great success in the
third quarter. Cerys [MacLelland]
really moves well to the basket in
transition and we scored a lot of
points off of that.”

In the fourth quarter, Pace and
MacLelland helped put the game
away for good by combining for
seven straight points and build-
ing the Cougar lead to 49-27
with just 3:30 to play. Cranford
held a 33-25 advantage in re-
bounds and sank four 3-point

baskets compared to just two by
West Orange for the game.

Last season Pace and
MacLelland were part of a very
young team that finished 11-13.
This year’s edition features six
juniors on the 11-player roster.

“Last year was something of a
rebuilding year for us,” said Dyer.
“We lost six seniors heading into
that year and we really were a
team of babies as far as experi-
ence goes. Now all those girls,
who were sophomores last sea-
son, are juniors now with a full
year of playing experience under
their belts. That definitely helps.”

Jasmin Boone-Alexandre re-
corded 10 points to lead West
Orange. Candis Ferrell had seven
points, Sidney Gordon had five
and Madison Mitchell and Jewel
Burnett had four each.
West Orange   9   7 10   7 33
Cranford   9 12 19 13 53

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Winter track senior Anna Fitch led
both the 4x400 and 4x800 relay teams to first place finishes at the FDU Relays this
past weekend. Senior TJ Colter added three more medals to his already impressive
season total with third, fourth and fifth place finishes at the FDU Meet.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Pictured, left to right, are: juniors Katarina Polyviou, Isabella Speer, Julia Shork, Lyndsay Pace and Cerys MacLelland.

Story on page 12

of The Westfield Leader

Photo in The Westfield Leader
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WF’S KNAPP, SCOTT SCORE 15 POINTS EACH; SPEER SINKS 10 POINTS, GETS 11 REBOUNDS

Blue Devils’ 1-2 Punch KO’s Lady Cougar Cagers, 56-34
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior guard Jackie Knapp
sank 13 of her 15 points in the
second quarter then senior
guard Lil Scott bucketed nine of
her 15 points in the third quar-
ter to give the Westfield High
School girls basketball team the
1-2 punch it needed to knock
the Cranford Cougars out of their
game plan en route to a 56-34
victory in Westfield on January
3. The Lady Cougars, fresh off
winning their Cougar Invita-
tional Tournament, slipped to
2-3, while the Blue Devils im-
proved to 3-2.

The Cougars did own the first
quarter, 13-8, but once the Lady

Blue Devils got into their
rhythm, it was smooth sailing
for the remainder of the game.

“We were getting good shots,
but they were not falling for us.
Then when we got our rhythm
going, we were good to go. The
one thing that has been consis-
tent throughout this season has
been our girls’ attitude. They
are all positive. They approach
each game as a new day. They
never point fingers and they all
stick together,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Liz McKeon said.

Knapp also had two rebounds,
an assist and a pair of steals,
and Scott had five rebounds,
two assists, a steal and a blocked
shot. But the 1-2 punchers also
received plenty of assistance
from their teammates. Sopho-
more guard Danielle Rinaldi net-

ted nine points and added two
steals and an assist. Sopho-
more Hannah Liddy, who had
seven points and two assists,
provided a presence under the
boards with eight rebounds, two
blocks and a steal. Junior for-
ward Amalia Montes grabbed
five rebounds and added four
points. Sophomore Shannon
Devitt (3 steals), Abby Demers
(rebound) and Grace Elliott (as-
sist) each contributed two
points.

Knapp scored the first 10
points of a 15-0 run and topped
it off with a 3-pointer before
Cougar junior center Bela Speer
rolled in a pair of buckets and
sank two free throws. Rinaldi
scored seven of her points, in-
cluding a 3-pointer, as the Blue
Devils won the second quarter,

22-6, to take a 30-19 lead at
the half.

“We changed our defense and
we got a lot of steals up top.
Danielle and I were playing up
top. Our post players did a re-
ally good job of pressuring up.
If they [Cranford] threw a lob
pass, they were able to steal it,

and Danielle and I were able to
run. She made a lot of nice
passes then it set off like a fire,
the whole team. All the sudden,
we started running and we ran
them off the court,” Knapp said.
“It’s always fun when it is a
team effort to win the game.”

“Danielle is stepping up. She
played very well today. She
played very well in our Christ-
mas tournament. Like I said in
the beginning of the season, we
want to run and gun. Once we
get our transition offense go-
ing, we are hard to beat,” Coach
McKeon said.

Knapp ran into foul trouble,
but after Cougar Lindsay Pace
sank a pair of free throws at the
beginning of the third quarter,
Scott sparked a 15-1 run with

Photos by Joe Rinaldi

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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her nine points, including a 3-
pointer.

“Jac was in foul trouble. I think
our team is really well rounded
in a sense, even though Jac could
not be in, so we can continue
scoring, making steals and mak-
ing adjustments. Maybe I score
a lot, but I got a lot of passes
from my team. Our defensive
play was strong from all the
players on our team. That trans-
lates into points,” Scott said.

“That’s the best about having
two of them. They will focus on
one and then the other one gets
hot. They play off of each other,”
Coach McKeon said.

Speer was an ominous pres-
ence under the boards and had
a game high 11 rebounds, while
also leading her team with 10
points.

“We knew going into the game
that we had to always have a
body on her, because she is
bigger than all our players. We

made sure we had her boxed
out. Shannon, Amalia and
Hannah did a really good job of
getting between her and the
basket,” Knapp said.

“Our big girls did a really good
job of boxing out and getting
the rebounds. As a result, they
were able to pass quickly so we
could get the points. A lot of
times their work goes uncred-
ited, but we definitely appreci-
ate it. They were a key part in
making sure that girl [Speer]
wasn’t the big factor today,”
Scott said.

Cougar junior guard Sarah Ross
sank nine points and had four
rebounds. Junior guard Cerys
MacLelland scored all five of her
points in the first quarter and
added a pair of assists and six
rebounds. Pace had five points,
two rebounds and an assist. Se-
nior guard Erin Meixner had two
points and two rebounds. Cam
Wichelns had three rebounds and

an assist, Maya Lawler had two
points and Katarina Polyviou
sank a free throw.

The Cougars won the final
quarter, 12-11, led by Ross with
six points and Speer with four.

The Blue Devils have a solid
week of Union County competi-
tion on the horizon with games
against Oak Knoll, Roselle
Catholic and New Providence.

“We have a tough schedule.
There’s no easy wins upcoming,
so we got to approach each
game with the same intensity
that we do with every other
game,” Coach McKeon said.
Cranford 13   6   3 12 34
Westfield   8 22 15 11 56

Blue Devils’ 1-2 Punch KO’s Lady Cougars, 56-34

See More Photos By
David B. Corbin

on Next Page

These Photos by Joe Rinaldi
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* Westfield Blue Devils’ 1-2 Punch KO’s Cranford Lady Cougar Cagers, 56-34 *
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Lombardo Takes Reins
As Garwood’s New Mayor

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Former seven-
term councilman Charles
Lombardo took the reins as
Garwood’s 30th mayor on Janu-
ary 2, stating his focus for the
upcoming year as parking, rede-
velopment and tax impact.

Mr. Lombardo, a Democrat who
defeated Republican Sal Piarulli
in the November election by 21
votes out of more than 1,200
cast, took the oath of office along
with returning council members
Lou Petruzzelli, who was elected
to a third consecutive term, and
Sara Todisco, who also won re-
election.

“I will support responsible de-
velopment, the key word being
responsible,” Mr. Lombardo said
in his first address as mayor.

The Garwood Planning Board,
in the past year, has approved

the building of an expanded
mixed-use building across from
the Garwood Mall on South Av-
enue that will include 12 apart-
ments and 5,000 square feet of
retail space and okayed a use
variance for nine townhomes off
Fourth Avenue.

The board and council in the
past year also have discussed
the largely abandoned industrial
properties of the old Casale
manufacturing plant on South
Avenue and the Garwood Paper-
board site on North Avenue.

Mr. Lombardo, who was on
council from 1987 to 2007, ap-
pointed himself – as well as reap-
pointing Bruce Paterson – to a
one-year term on the planning
board. Mr. Paterson, who was
appointed to the planning board
last year by former Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi, is one of four
plantiffs who has sued the board

over the Fourth Avenue
townhomes.

Westfield Leader Publisher
Horace Corbin and his brother,
Assistant Publisher David Corbin,
are two other plaintiffs.

Paul Tarantino, husband of
Councilwoman Ann Tarantino,
Gene Jannotti and Michael Vena
will return to the board for four-
year terms, while Mrs.
Quattrocchi was moved to an
alternate and will join Craig
McCarrick, Tim Hak and new-
comer Steve Napolitano in that
role.

Councilman Bill Nierstedt also
will return for a one-year term on
the planning board. Chairman
Steven Greet, Robert Scherer and
Kathleen Villaggio remain on the
board. Al Del Conte and Ileen
Cuccaro, the other board mem-
ber who is a plaintiff in the Fourth
Avenue matter, will not return to
the planning board.

With Councilman Mike Martin
absent, the council unanimously
elected Mr. Nierstedt as presi-
dent.

Mr. Lombardo and Mr. Nierstedt
will oversee an unchanged coun-
cil from last year with four Demo-
crats — Mr. Petruzzelli, Ms.
Todisco, Mrs. Tarantino and Mr.
Nierstedt — and two Republi-
cans, Mr. Martin and Jim Mathieu.

Both Mr. Lombardo and Mr.
Mathieu said they did not expect
the level of rancor that has ex-
isted the past several years, es-
pecially between Mrs. Quattrocchi
– who was defeated in the June
Primary by the Mathieu-backed
Mr. Piarulli – and her fellow Re-
publican.

“I think so, I really do,” Mr.
Lombardo said. “I think I can
bring a little more of my educa-
tion of being on the council 21

CF Reorganizes; Kalnins
Re-Appointed As Mayor
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Members of the
township committee were ad-
ministered their oaths of office
Thursday at the governing body’s
reorganization meeting. Mayor
Andis Kalnins was appointed to a
second year as mayor, a rarity in
the township committee, which
has seen 36 mayors serve the
township in the last 40 years,
Mayor Kalnins said.

“The stability that this continu-
ity will bring will allow us to hit
the ground running in 2015 and
continue what we have already
set,” Mayor Kalnins said of this
decision.

New Jersey Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) administered the oaths
of office to Mayor Kalnins and
Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato, who
were both re-elected for second
terms in November.

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) administered the oaths
of office to Mayor Kalnins and
Deputy Mayor Adubato to their
posts as chairman and vice-chair-
woman.

Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz
(R-21st, Summit) also was in
attendance.

The Reverend Monsignor Timo-
thy Shugrue of St. Michael Ro-
man Catholic Church in Cranford
gave the invocation, followed by
the flag salute led by the police
and fire honorary color guard.

In his mayoral address, Mayor
Kalnins quoted President Ronald
Reagan, saying, “The greatest
leader is not necessarily the one
who does the greatest things. He
is the one that gets the people to
do the greatest things.”

He noted the new township ad-
ministrator, new chief of police,
new chief financial officer and

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SWEARING IN…Assembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield),
right, administers the oath of office to Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato, left, who was
re-elected for a second term as a Cranford Township Committee member in 2014,
at the committee’s re-orginization meeting Thursday.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
NEWLY INSTALLED…Charles Lombardo, center, takes the oath of office as
mayor of Garwood from Borough Administrator Christina Ariemma, right, as
Mr. Lombardo's wife, Carol Lombardo, left, looks on. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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new engineer who were put in
place by the township commit-
tee. “They have all made great
strides,” he said.

Developing a plan for commu-
nication with citizens, moving
forward on stormwater manage-
ment projects, road improve-
ments and rail improvements,
and supporting the One-Seat
(train) Ride to New York City on
NJ Transit’s Raritan Valley Line
were some of the issues the
committee is looking to work on
in 2015, the mayor said.

In his conclusion, he welled
up as he thanked his family for
their support.

The mayoral appointments of
township commissioners are:
Commissioner of Finance, Ms.
Adubato; Commissioner of Pub-
lic Safety, Mary O’Connor; Com-
missioner of Public Works/Engi-
neering, Robert D’Ambola, and
Commissioner of Public Affairs,
Thomas Hannen, Jr. This repre-
sents no change from 2014.

Two members of the planning
board whose seats were expir-
ing were not reappointed. Board
Secretary Kevin Illing and Board
Alternate Bob Pipchick, both
Democrats, were not reap-
pointed to the board.

The mayoral appointments to
the planning board were Lynda
Feder as a Class IV Member for
a four-year term ending De-
cember 31, 2018, and Donna
Pedde as a Class IV Member for
a four-year term ending De-
cember 31, 2018.

Michael Petrucci was ap-
pointed as an alternate no. 1
member for a two-year term
ending December 31, 2016 and
Julie Didzbalis as an alternate
no. 2 member to fill an unex-
pired term ending December
31, 2015.

Mr. Illing was appointed as a
member of the zoning board of
adjustment. Jeffrey Pistol was
appointed to another term as a

member of that board.
The committee approved, by

a 4-to-1 vote, a resolution to
rehire Carl O’Brien of Maser Con-
sulting as the township engi-
neer with a term expiring at the
end of the year, as well as a
resolution to have Maser Con-
sulting supply in-house engi-
neering services at a rate not to
exceed $25,000. Mr. Hannen
was the sole dissenter.

Attorney Diane Dabulas was
appointed as township attorney
for another year, ending De-
cember 31, 2015.

Mark Cassidy was re-ap-
pointed as Municipal Court judge
for a three-year term expiring
December 31, 2017, with Union
County State Superior Court As-
signment Judge Karen Cassidy,
his wife, administering the oath
of office.

The committee approved a
resolution to authorize cash in-
centives to employees wishing
to waive health benefits.
Twenty-five percent, or $5,000,
whichever is less, of the amount
saved by the township will be
provided to the employee as
the incentive.

The Westfield Leader was
added as a legal newspaper,
and Tap into Cranford was added
as an electronic news source, to
post township notices.

The next township committee
official meeting will be held
Tuesday, January 13.

years. The biggest tribute to me
is if we never have a (roll call)
vote.”

Mr. Mathieu agreed.
“I think my main role will be as

a watchdog and to represent a
dissenting point of view where
appropriate, not for its own sake,”
said Mr. Mathieu, who confirmed
he believes it will be better going
forward.

“Absolutely. I don’t think it could
be worse. (Mr. Lombardo) is a
man of character. They all are,”
he stated.

However, Mr. Mathieu ab-
stained from voting on a 31-item
consent agenda, which contained
several administrative and pro-
tocol items such as reappointing
Mr. Nierstedt to the planning
board and Bob Renaud as bor-
ough attorney and mileage reim-
bursement for attendance at
meetings.

But since the consent agenda
was presented to council mem-
bers “five minutes” before the
meeting, Mr. Mathieu said there
were other items, such as the
bylaws, which he said he did not
have sufficient time to read in
their entirety and therefore could
not vote.

With his abstention, the agenda
passed unanimously. Among the
consent agenda items was the
appointment of Gary Bundy to a
three-year term as municipal
court judge. Mr. Bundy replaces
Antonio Inacio, who was accused
in 2013 of an ethics violation for
intervening in a matter involving
Mr. Petruzzelli’s teenage daugh-
ter to avoid her having to attend
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings.

Mr. Lombardo also announced
his standing committee appoint-
ments and the creation of a five-
member “administrative review
committee” to review proce-
dures, comprised of himself, Mrs.
Tarantino, Ms. Todisco, Borough
Administrator Christina Ariemma
and Chief Financial Officer Sandra

Bruns.
Mr. Petruzzelli was made chair-

man of the Finance Committee,
replacing Ms. Todisco – who re-
mains on the panel, along with
Mr. Martin.

Ms. Todisco will take over the
Streets, Roads and Ecology panel
from Mr. Nierstedt, who remains,
and will be joined by Mr.
Petruzzelli.

Mr. Mathieu will head the Build-
ings and Grounds Committee; Mr.
Martin will chair Laws and Li-
censes; Mrs. Tarantino will lead
the Police, Public Health and Safety

Committee with Mr. Mathieu as
the Board of Health liaison, and
Mr. Nierstedt will be the chairman
of the Fire Committee.

In other matters, Mr. Mathieu
noted that the police force will
see the retirement of an officer
at the end of January. Sgt. Mario
Morelli, who is leaving after 25
years, endorsed a quick replace-
ment. Three years after the re-
tirement of Chief William Legg in
2011, the force returned to its
usual complement of 16 — 15
uniformed officers plus the chief
— this past year.

CF Reorganizes; Kalnins Mayor Lombardo Takes Reins as Garwood’s New Mayor

Former Sheriff Candidate Comments
On Qualifications for Office in NJ

I wanted to share a few thoughts
since the November election. I
have done some checking since
then and I wondered if you knew
what the requirements were to
run for County Sheriff in NJ (not
specific to Union County). The
requirements are as follows:

1 - A candidate must be 21
years of age or above.

2 - A candidate must reside in
his/her county for three years in
order to run for Sheriff.

That’s it – there are no other
current requirements to my
knowledge. There are no require-
ments in regard to education or
experience.

I find this clear lack of require-
ments to assume a law enforce-
ment post disturbing. Especially
when you consider the position
of County Sheriff is a position of
trust – and one where the sheriff
has access to confidential infor-
mation among other things.

Perhaps it is time for New Jer-
sey to enter the 21st century and
create true professional stan-
dards in order to run for, and

assume the office of County Sher-
iff in New Jersey. There is no
doubt in my mind that the cur-
rent requirements (or lack there
of) are obsolete.

I would like to recommend the
following “basic” requirements:

1 - Must have a 4 year degree
from an accredited college or
university.

2 - Must have graduated from a
county, state, or federal law en-
forcement academy.

3 - Must undergo a State Police
administered polygraph exami-
nation along with a thorough
background investigation.

4 - Must have a minimum of 10
years experience or more as a
law enforcement officer at the
local, county, state, or federal
level.

In addition I would add the
following “preferred” require-
ments:

1 - Must have a minimum of 15
years experience or more as a
law enforcement officer at the
local, county, state, or federal

Reading is Good For You
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Mayor, Andis Kalnins
Deputy Mayor, Lisa M. Adubato
Township Commissioners:

Commissioner of Finance  –  Lisa
M. Adubato; Commissioner of
Public Safety – Mary O’Connor;
Commissioner of Public Works/
Engineering  –  Robert D’Ambola;
Commissioner of Public Affairs –
Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.

Planning Board – Lynda Feder,
Class IV Member; Donna Pedde,
Class IV Member; Michael
Petrucci, Alternate No. 1 Mem-
ber; Julie Didzbalis, Alternate No.
2 Member

Library Board – Judith Lannin
Panagakos, Commissioner Rob-
ert D’Ambola as Commissioner/
Liaison; Leo McMahon as associ-
ate member

Emergency Management Coun-
cil – Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.,
coordinator; Police Chief James
Wozniak and Fire Chief Leonard
R. Dolan III, deputy coordina-
tors; Mayor Andis Kalnins; Town-
ship Administrator Terence Wall;
Monika Koscova-Jencik, Sanitar-
ian; Supt. of Schools Gayle
Carrick; Township Engineer Carl
O’Brien; Public Works Superin-
tendent Steven Wardell; Con-
struction Code Official Richard
Belluscio; TV35 Representative,
Edward Davenport; Citizen Rep-
resentative, Dr. Margaret (Peg)
Pipchick; Consultant, Ron
Marotta; Support Team mem-
ber, Michael Beams

Environmental Commission –
Steve Jandoli, Carol Berns,
Donald Jones, Ronald Margulis
as Alternate No. 1 member,
Daniel Aschenbach, Alyssa
Frediani, David Greta, John
Hrebin, William King, Frank
Klapinski, Edward O’Malley,
Patricia Pavlak, Ana Pinto,
Lawrence Russo and Mary Sudiak
as associate members, Nelson
Dittmar, chairman, Mary
O’Connor, commissioner/liaison

Historic Preservation Advisory
Board – Teresa Montani, Class B
member; Maureen McDougall,
Class C member; Carolyn Youngs,
Class C member; William King,
Class C/Alternate No. 1; Alice
Bellante, Victor Bary, Michael
Mason, Julie Murphy, Nancy Price
and Stephen Price, associate
members; Maureen Strazdon,
chairwoman, and Deputy Mayor
Lisa M. Adubato, as commis-
sioner/liaison.

Tree Advisory Board – Marya
Helmstetter, Steven Wardell,
James Nichnadowicz as county
advisor; Edward Helmstetter,
James Murphy, Julie Murphy and
Miriam Moody as associate mem-
bers and Commissioner Robert
D’Ambola as commissioner/liai-
son

Board of Education Liaison,
Commissioner Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr.; Municipal Court
Judge – Mark J. Cassidy (three
years); Township Engineer – Carl
O’Brien; Township Attorney –
Diane Dabulas; Risk Management
Consultant – Willis of New Jer-
sey, Inc.; Tax Collector –
Catherine Hendrickson

Auditors – Suplee Clooney and
Company; Bond Counsel – Steven
Rogut of Rogut McCarthy LLC

Public Defender – John DeMassi
of Schiller and Pittenger; Alter-
nate Public Defender – Jared B.
Weiss of Fruchter, Weiss and
Associates; Municipal Prosecu-
tor – Robert P. Donovan; Alter-
nate Municipal Prosecutor – Paul

level.
2 - A Masters Degree or above

from an accredited college, uni-
versity, or law school.

These recommendations are
simply a starting point which
could be added to, or adjusted. I
believe requirements such as
these should be put in place state-
wide sooner rather than later.
Such requirements would exclude
candidates like Mr. Cryan who
had practically no concrete law
enforcement experience or train-
ing to offer. I might point out that
although Mr. Cryan was “elected”
he would never meet the stan-
dards to be “hired” by any law
enforcement agency.

I might also point out that I
forwarded a very similar email to
several Republican office hold-
ers recommending legislation to
this effect and have received no
reply.

Michael C. Ince
Garwood

Scalia; Labor Attorney – McElroy,
Deutsch, Mulvaney and Carpen-
ter, LLP; Health Services – Town
of Westfield Regional Health De-
partment

Commissioner Mary O’Connor,
commissioner liaison for senior
citizen issues; Mayor Andis
Kalnins, commissioner liaison to
the Chamber of Commerce

Airplane Noise Pollution Com-
mittee – Wayne D. Greenstone,
William Ilaria, Jeff Pistol, Michael
Rockliff and Commissioner/Liai-
son Mary O’Connor

Union County Air Traffic Noise
Advisory – Barbara S. Krause
and William Ilaria; Bicycle Safety
Board – Police Chief James
Wozniak, Lieutenant Edward
Davenport, Detective Steven
D’Ambola, chairman; Michael
Caulfield, Charles Kerman, Linda
Vultaggio, Susan C. Wilson, and
Commissioner/Liaison Mary
O’Connor

Buildings, Grounds and Real
Property Committee – Mayor
Andis Kalnins, chairman; Deputy
Mayor Lisa M. Adubato; Town-
ship Administrator Terence M.

Wall, Township Attorney Diane
Dabulas, Tax Assessor Peter J.
Barnett; and Township Engineer
Carl O’Brien

Cable TV Advisory Committee
– Edward Davenport, Jerry Dob-
bins, Christine Hoffman, George
McDonough, Anne Occi, Robert
Pipchick, Michael Plick, Stephen
Robertazzi, John Salerno, Donald
C. Smith, Ann Steinbach, George
Steinbach, Donna Vaupel,
Bernhard Wagenblast, and Com-
missioner/Chairperson Mary
O’Connor

Downtown District Manage-
ment Corporation – Steve Needle
and Clara Nunziato

Flood Control Advisory Com-
mittee – Commissioner/Liaison,
Thomas H. Hannen, Jr., Town-
ship Engineer Carl O’Brien, En-
gineering Consultant Gregory
Sgroi, Daniel J. Aschenbach,
Mark Bagniewski, Cynthia Ballis,
Jo Ann Boyle, Richard
Buontempo, Robert Colonna,
John DeCotiis, Cindy Gallagher,
Walter Gallagher, Ellen Hunt,
Louis Lambe, Dr. Paul Lioy,
Ronald Margulis, James
Masterson, Nicholas Melchiorre,
Emil Metz, Elaine Meyer, Joseph
Musillo, Barry O’Donovan,
Michael Pender, Judy Pender,
Robert I. Puhak, Jonathan
Schrier, Jeremy Tomlinson and
Dr. Saul Zucker

Grievance Committee – Daniel
J. Aschenbach; David W.
Robinson and Carolyn Vollero,
alternate members; Ed Force,
chairman

Planning Board – Mayor Andis
Kalnins, as Class I member, and
Mary O’Connor, township repre-
sentative, Class III member

Raritan Valley Rail Coalition –
Hugh Welsh, liaison; Zoning
Board of Adjustment – Jeffrey
Pistol and Kevin Illing

Floraphile Club Posts
Meeting January 20

CRANFORD — The Floraphile
Garden Club of Cranford will  meet
on Tuesday, January 20, at 12:30
p.m., at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center to view a video en-
titled The Art & Practice of Gar-
dening: England, Ireland &
America. This video features ev-
ery major garden style and prac-
tice from noteworthy private and
public gardens. Guests are wel-
come.

If interested in joining the
Floraphile Garden Club of
Cranford or for more information
on upcoming events, contact
Mary Ellen at
mecrafts@verizon.net or like the
club on Facebook at
f a c e b o o k . c o m /
floraphilegardenclub. The
Cranford Community Center is
located at 220 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford.

Clark UNICO Sponsors
Flea Market, Craft Show
CLARK – On Saturday, January

17 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. a flea
market and craft show will be
held at Arthur L. Johnson High
School, 365 Westfield Ave. (off
Raritan Road), Clark.

Admission to the event is free.
There will be over 50 exhibitors
displaying an array of quality
merchandise such as oil & in-
cense, handbags, sports col-
lectibles, jewelry for all ages,
clothing, dollar items, gift items,
gloves & scarves, toys, perfumes,
antiques & collectibles, garage/
tag sale items all at bargain
prices. The event is sponsored
by Clark UNICO. For more infor-
mation call (201) 998-1144 or
email events@jcpromotions.info.
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WESTFIELD, GARWOOD, SCOTCH PLAINS, MOUNTAINSIDE, CRANFORD, FANWOOD, CLARK, SPRINGFIELD, KENILWORTH, SUMMIT, BERKELEY HEIGHTS, NEW PROVIDENCE

TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!
Click HereBy CC Online

By Check, please print and mail this.

The Westfield Leader & The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES
PO Box 250, 251 North Ave. West, Westfield, NJ 07091

  Tel 908 232-4407; Fax 908 232-0473 Email press@goleader.com

Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.

for The Westfield Leader for The SP-F Times

New Subscriber Renewal

One year ($33) - Two years ($62) Three years ($90)

First Name:
Last Name:
Street Addr:
City: State: Zip Code:
Tel: Email:

By Phone, Call 908 232-4407

Make check payable to The Westfield Leader

HERE’S WHY

You are important. Our advertisers CARE about doing business
with you and want to know that YOU are reading their message
in the LEADER/TIMES each week.

Support the weekly newspaper by mailing in this coupon
TODAY! Each Thursday you’ll be glad you did!

www.goleader.com/subscribe

