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BATTLE BUCKETS 13 PTs, TAYLOR 11 PTs, FOLEY 8 PTs

SPF Raider Rally Falls Short
In 52-41 Loss ALJ Lady Cagers

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Some holes are too deep to climb
out of without help. The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls’ basket-
ball team learned that lesson the hard
way in their 52-41 loss to A.L. Johnson
on January 3 at the Louis Peragallo
Gym in Clark. Trailing 40-23 late in
the third quarter, the Raiders staged a
furious rally, spearheaded by a press-
ing defense that helped them cut the
deficit to 42-38 with 3:27 remaining.
But the Crusaders sank eight straight
free throws in the game’s final mo-
ments.

“We dug a pretty deep hole for
ourselves today,” said Raider Head
Coach Camille Mammolite. “We got
back into it by fighting hard and never
giving up, but really, you have to be
perfect to overcome a deficit like the

one we faced. You can’t depend on
rallying late if you haven’t played
well enough early in the game. You
expend a lot of energy just to get the
game back within reach and more
often than not, you are going to get
tired as a result.”

The Raiders nearly overcame their
very sluggish play by instituting full
court pressure late in the game. Jun-
iors Micaiah Battle (13 points),
Myaysia Taylor (11 points) and Kara
Foley (8 points) were instrumental
during the Raider surge as the trio
harassed Johnson ball handlers with
tight, trapping defense and forced
them to pick up their dribbles, which
led to turnovers and transition bas-
kets for the visitors. Taylor scored
seven points during a 15-2 burst that
put the Raiders right back in the game,

down 42-38.
With the Raiders forced to foul, the

Crusaders went 8-for-8 from the foul
line to squash the rally. The Crusad-
ers finished 21-for-25 from the char-
ity stripe. The Raiders hit just 13 of 22
for the game.

“Our free throw shooting was a key
factor in helping us preserve the lead,”
said Crusader Head Coach Michelle
Sharp. “We let up on a 17-point lead,
which you don’t like to see. We have
to take better care of the ball.”

Aside from the stellar free throw
shooting, Johnson also thwarted the
Raider momentum by giving them a
taste of their own medicine during
the final three minutes. After sinking
their free throws, the Crusaders be-
gan pressing the Raiders. It was aSHIFTY MOVE ON ICE...Raider John Bruckman, No. 19, deeks Crusader Nicola Demarzo late in the third period to score

his second goal of the game on a power play in the 5-0 win at The Rock in Dunellen on January 4.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Raider ice hockey team shut-
out the Johnson Crusaders, 5-0, at
The Rock in Dunellen on January 4.
The win created a three-way tie for
first place between the Raiders, Day-
ton/Brearly and Governor Livingston
in the Union County league’s B divi-
sion.

Nick Cassara opened the scoring at
12:50 in the first period with a shot
from the high slot after receiving a
pass from behind the net from Jared
Figueroa, who had checked a Cru-
sader defender to gain possession of
the puck. Cassara, a transfer from St.
Joseph (Metuchen), is expected to
bring further depth to the Raider of-
fense, which already has three of the
Union County league’s top-5 points

leaders with Davey Leong, Figueroa
and John Bruckman.

At 11:56 of the second period
Dustin Demarsico skated across the
slot and redirected a shot from Cassara
to find the back of the net. Bruckman
scored with an assist from Leong
only 24 seconds later to widen the
lead to 3-0. Johnny Scheer closed out
the second period, scoring on a
breakaway after a move around a
Crusader defender at the blue line.

With 3:53 left in the third period,
Bruckman scored his second goal of
the game on a power play after evad-
ing both Crusader defensemen at their
blue line and deeking Nicola
Demarzo, who was in net for Johnson,
on a breakaway.

Raider Tim Mitchell was in net for

BRUCKMAN NETS 2; CASSARA, DEMARSICO, SHEER 1

SP-F Raider Icemen Shutout
Arthur Johnson Crusaders, 5-0

the first two periods and had 18 saves
to bring his season total to 231. Mike
Illanovsky handled the third period
added two saves. Demarzo had 27
saves and has a season total of 217.
The Raiders out-shot the Crusaders
32-20.

The win was the second time this
season that the Raiders topped
Johnson. Their first meeting was on
December 22 at Warinanco rink when
the Raiders outscored the Crusaders
3-2. Bruckman, Leong and Figueroa
each had one goal and one assist and
Ian Gordon contributed an assist.
Mitchell had 20 saves and Demarzo
had 28 saves. James Wagner and Matt
Boho each scored and Jack Lomeli
had an assist for Johnson’s effort. The
Raiders out-shot the Crusaders 31-22.
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Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PREPARING TO TAKE THE FREE THROW...Raider freshman Nya Downing, left, prepares to take the free throw in the
game against the Crusaders as teammate Micayah Battle, No. 22, sets herself.


