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Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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LAST DAY...December 31, 2014 was the last day of business for Scott’s Shoes in
Westfield.  Phil and Stan Baum were presented with plaques commemorating
their long support of the GWACC and Phil and Stan presented the GWACC with
a painting of the original store when it was located on the corner of Central and
Quimby along with a full page ad from 1967. Pictured, left to right, are: Board
Members – Stephanie Branna, Tim York, Co-owner Phil Baum, Chris Devine
Chairman, Board members Harriet Schulman, Treasurer, Darielle Walsh, Sec-
retary, Ernest J. Smith, Salesman, Co-owner Stan Baum, and Gene Jannotti,
GWACC Executive Director.

2015 Brings Opportunities at
State, County and Local Levels

As we enter the new year, we look forward to a
positive year for our local state, county, and local
governments. With a new Democratically-controlled
township council in place in Scotch Plains along with
a new town manager and a new mayor in Garwood,
we are hopeful that these officials will provide needed
direction and leadership.

Last year Scotch Plains municipal government
was in chaos as Republicans, which had the majority,
and Democrats bickered on everything from the
appointments to the capital budget. We are hopeful
that new Town Manager Al Mirabella will be able to
put together a capital budget this year — something
that did not occur in 2014 — that includes key
projects such as the Brookside Park pond.

In Garwood, we look forward to seeing how new
Mayor Charles Lombardo will lead the borough.
Now that the Garwood Sports and Recreation Com-
plex has opened, the borough can move forward with
key initiatives such as the redevelopment of the
Casale manufacturing plant on South Avenue and
Garwood Paperboard site on North Avenue.

We are encouraged that the Mayor has reappointed
Bruce Paterson and Gene Jannotti to the planning
board. We also hope to see members of both political
parties work together where they can find common
ground.

At the county level, the completed $26-million
sale of Runnells Specialized Hospital gives the Free-
holder Board an opportunity to start bringing down
the county tax levy increases over the past few years
by reducing the county debt while increasing surplus
funds to offset taxes. We anticipate action this year
on a new skating center as part of the county’s master
plan for Oak Ridge Park in Clark. While this facility
would be a benefit for local ice hockey teams such

Westfield, Scotch Plains-Fanwood and Cranford, we
are of course concerned about the millions of dollars
in added debt this facility would result in.

In Westfield we are hopeful that the council will
return to the days where there were committee re-
ports and discussion at council meetings. With this
being an election year for half of the eight council
members, we anticipate this may happen in the
second of the year. We also anticipate that the Board
of Education look again at installlng solar panels
after putting new roofs on all of its school building
the past two summers. In our opinion, the board
should move slowly in this direction by making sure
there still is a solar market given recent scandals/
financial problems involving Solyndra and Tioga
Energy, the provider Union County had utilized.

We are happy to see that Cranford Republicans,
which are entering their second consecutive year in
the majority on the township committee, have reap-
pointed Andis Kalnins as mayor and Lisa Adubato as
deputy mayor for 2015. This should provide stability
and continuity to the township as the mayor can
focus on initiatives he started last year such as better
communication methods with residents and working
with Mayors Council on the Rahway River Water-
shed on getting funding for the flood control project.

At the state level, we expect to hear more from
Senate President Steve Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester)
and Assembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-
21st, Westfield) this year as they start looking at
running for governor in 2017.

We wish all our new leaders and new council
members the best of luck in the 2015 and encourage
them to communicate with their constituents by
writing letters to the editor about their deliberations
and challenges while performing their duties.

 Resolution Promoting
Vet Ed. Opportunities
TRENTON -- Acting Governor

Kim Guadagno Tuesday signed a joint
resolution sponsored by Assembly
Republicans Alison Littell McHose
and Mary Pat Angelini that desig-
nates the second week of November
as “Veterans’ Education Awareness
Week.”

 “We need to help returning veter-
ans discover the productive educa-
tional opportunities they have
earned,” said McHose, R – Sussex,
Warren and Morris. “Some veterans
may be unaware of the valuable re-
sources available to them as they
transition to civilian life. Veterans
should know they have a future after
their time in the military is com-
pleted.”

McHose’s husband, Morgan, re-
cently returned from his latest de-
ployment in Afghanistan, and has
been previously deployed to Kosovo
and Guantanamo Bay in Cuba with
the New Jersey Army National Guard.

“Many veterans are not familiar
with these beneficial programs that
can help launch them on a successful
career path,” said Angelini, R –
Monmouth. “Higher education is a
powerful tool that provides career
opportunities. Making sure veterans
know they have the chance to further
their skills is a way of expressing our
gratitude.”

By establishing “Veterans’ Educa-
tion Awareness Week,” the resolution
(SJR-41/AJR 17) promotes the vari-
ous resources available from the “Post
9/11 GI Bill” to help veterans attend
college.

Veteran’s Death
Certificate At No
Charge to Family

TRENTON, N.J. - Legislation (A-
2184) that grants a family member of
a deceased U.S. veteran a copy of the
veteran’s death certificate at no charge
was signed into law today by Acting
Governor Kim Guadagno.

Asm. Bucco issued the following
statement on the new law: “This is a
respectful and meaningful way to
recognize the sacrifice our veterans
made in serving our country and pro-
tecting our freedoms. The death cer-
tificate is an important document re-
quired in accessing benefits and other
important matters to settle a veteran’s
affairs. It is a fitting way to express
New Jersey’s appreciation for their
service and helpful to families during
their bereavement.”

E-town Gas Advises Customers On
Gas Safety As Cold Moves In

UNION –As the region prepares this
week for a blast of wintry weather,
featuring the first snowfall of the year,
low temperatures and arctic wind chills,
Elizabethtown Gas is providing infor-
mation that can help keep homes and
businesses safe.

Below are recommended winter
heating safety guidelines:

- If customers smell natural gas or
suspect carbon monoxide is present in
their home or business, they should
immediately leave the area and call 9-
1-1 or 1-877-572-3342 from a safe
location.

- Elizabethtown Gas customers are
advised not to use any defective natu-
ral gas appliance until it has been in-
spected, serviced and determined to be
safe by a qualified plumber or heating,
ventilation and air conditioning
(HVAC) professional.

- Immediately seek medical atten-
tion if anyone in their home or business
experiences possible symptoms of car-
bon monoxide poisoning, including:
Headache, Dizziness, Fatigue, Nausea
or Vomiting.

- Never use natural gas appliances,
such as the burners on a stove or ovens
to heat homes or businesses.

- Make sure theating system, water
heater and any other natural gas appli-
ances are serviced and inspected annu-
ally by a qualified professional.

- To ensure the safe, proper opera-
tion of natural gas appliances, such as
a furnace and water heater, and to

prevent a potentially hazardous buildup
of carbon monoxide within your home,
ensure that outdoor vent openings and
air intakes are not obstructed by snow
or ice.

- Exercise caution removing snow
or ice from your natural gas meter. Use
your hands or a broom, not a shovel, to
brush away snow or ice from your
meter and regulator. Never kick or hit
your gas meter or its piping with a
hammer or any hard object to break
away built-up snow or ice.

Weatherize a home or business:
- Open curtains during the day to

allow sunlight to naturally heat your
home, and close them at night to re-
duce the chill you may feel from cold
windows.

- Keep furniture, drapes, stuffed ani-
mals and other objects from blocking
your heating sources.

- Caulk and weather-strip drafty
doors and windows. Use a heavy-duty,
clear plastic sheet on a frame or tape
clear plastic film to the inside of your
window frames during the cold winter
months. Make sure the plastic is sealed
tightly to the frame to help reduce
infiltration.

- Caulk and seal air leaks where
plumbing, ducting, or electrical wiring
penetrates through exterior walls, floors
and ceilings. Install insulated gaskets
behind outlet and switch plates on ex-
terior walls to prevent drafts.

For more safety information, visit
elizabethtowngas.com

Clifford Sales, MD Is Named
Overlook Medical Staff Pres.

Clifford Sales, MD

WESTFIELD — Clifford M. Sales,
MD, MBA, FACS, a Westfield physi-
cian with his main office at 433 Cen-
tral Avenue, began a two-year term as
president of the Overlook Medical
Center medical staff this
month. Dr. Sales, elected
to the position, is a prac-
ticing vascular surgeon
with a national reputa-
tion of excellence. He
also leads The Cardio-
vascular Care Group
based in Westfield — the
largest and most well-
respected vascular sur-
gery group in New Jer-
sey — with seven offices
in the state including
Westfield, Morristown
and Springfield. The
Group, formed in 1963,
has been at the forefront of advanced
vascular care for over five decades.

Dr. Sales has served as the chief of
the Division of Vascular Surgery at
Overlook Medical Center, leading
research and clinical care that is well-
recognized in the tri-state region. He
completed his medical school train-
ing at Mount Sinai School of Medi-
cine in New York City and followed
this with a five-year surgery resi-
dency and a two-year Vascular Sur-

gery fellowship at one of the most
prestigious centers for vascular sur-
gery in the country, Montefiore Medi-
cal Center in New York.

When asked about his goals for the
next two years, he stated,
“Quite simply, I want to
expose the best-kept se-
cret in New Jersey. The
physicians at Overlook
are some of the best I
have ever worked with.
Having spent a long time
training in New York City,
I can tell you the care
offered here is, at a mini-
mum, equal to that seen
in New York City and,
quite often, superior. Be-
lieve me, I understand the
allure of Manhattan, but
given what we have here

at Overlook, that is really not neces-
sary at all.”

Dr. Sales began the Overlook Sum-
mer Internship Program five years
ago and it has blossomed into a na-
tionally-recognized program that is
in very high demand. College stu-
dents with an interest in medicine are
able to spend one month at Overlook
Medical Center learning about the
various opportunities in the medical
field.
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