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Letters to the Editor
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Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
XXX
XXX
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Mohamed Jalloh, chair
mjalloh@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Commentary
and Highlights

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tampoon – A plug, such as in bar-

rels
2. Hylobates – A genus of apes includ-

ing the gibbons
3. Infibulation – Clasping with a buckle

or padlock
4. Aurigal – Pertaining to a chariot or

carriage

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SUG
1. A heavy barge used for freight
2. An unidentified parasite on trout
3. Gout in the hand
4. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with

eggs and bread crumbs
CHOLOLITH

1. A gallstone
2. A meteorite containing nothing but

iron
3. A battle ax or mace
4. A series of standing stones sur-

rounding a central object
HULVER

1. Fuss or complain
2. An evergreen shrub or tree
3. To cast aside; throw out
4. The male falcon

PRECES
1. Short responsive prayers in church

worship
2. The row of thread ends left on a

loom when the web is cut off
3. Spiders
4. Division into groups

Former Sheriff Candidate Comments
On Qualifications for Office in NJ

AARP Thankful To Have Strong
Leaders in New Jersey Legislature

4,400 Few Words In Constitution Are
Clearer Than An Insurance Policy

I wanted to share a few thoughts
since the November election. I have
done some checking since then and I
wondered if you knew what the re-
quirements were to run for County
Sheriff in NJ (not specific to Union
County). The requirements are as
follows:

1 - A candidate must be 21 years of
age or above.

2 - A candidate must reside in his/
her county for three years in order to
run for Sheriff.

That’s it – there are no other cur-
rent requirements to my knowledge.
There are no requirements in regard
to education or experience.

I find this clear lack of require-
ments to assume a law enforcement
post disturbing. Especially when you
consider the position of County Sher-
iff is a position of trust – and one
where the sheriff has access to confi-
dential information among other
things.

Perhaps it is time for New Jersey to
enter the 21st century and create true
professional standards in order to run
for, and assume the office of County
Sheriff in New Jersey. There is no
doubt in my mind that the current
requirements (or lack there of) are
obsolete.

I would like to recommend the
following “basic” requirements:

1 - Must have a 4 year degree from
an accredited college or university.

2 - Must have graduated from a
county, state, or federal law enforce-
ment academy.

3 - Must undergo a State Police
administered polygraph examination
along with a thorough background
investigation.

4 - Must have a minimum of 10
years experience or more as a law
enforcement officer at the local,
county, state, or federal level.

In addition I would add the follow-
ing “preferred” requirements:

1 - Must have a minimum of 15
years experience or more as a law
enforcement officer at the local,
county, state, or federal level.

2 - A Masters Degree or above
from an accredited college, univer-
sity, or law school.

These recommendations are sim-
ply a starting point which could be
added to, or adjusted. I believe re-
quirements such as these should be
put in place statewide sooner rather
than later. Such requirements would
exclude candidates like Mr. Cryan
who had practically no concrete law
enforcement experience or training
to offer. I might point out that al-
though Mr. Cryan was “elected” he
would never meet the standards to be
“hired” by any law enforcement
agency.

I might also point out that I for-
warded a very similar email to sev-
eral Republican office holders rec-
ommending legislation to this effect
and have received no reply.

Michael C. Ince
Garwood

Many of us are just getting back to
the office after time off for the holi-
days. But for caregivers, the work
never stopped. Indeed, caring for
loved ones is a 24/7 gig with no paid
time off. That’s one reason why AARP
is working so hard to make life just a
little easier for those who give so
much taking care of others.

And that’s why we are so thankful
to have strong leaders such as As-
sembly Speaker Vincent Prieto, Sena-
tor Joe Vitale, Assemblywoman
Nancy Munoz, and Senator Bob
Singer, AARP New Jersey’s Capitol
Caregivers, in our corner. These
caregiving trailblazers have been a
driving force behind some of the great
strides we made for Garden State

caregivers in 2014, highlighted with
the passage and Governor Christie’s
signing into law of The CARE Act.

And we look forward to working
with these pioneers in 2015 as we
strive to do even more to help New
Jersey’s caregivers. Now, our state’s
elected officials need to hear from
you too, as your stories are ultimately
what serve as the driving force for
change.

Please visit us at www.aarp.org/
iheartcaregivers to share your
caregiving story and hear from other
caregivers just like you.

Jeff Abramo
AARP

Princeton

Among the many blessings which
we should count in the New Year is
the United States Constitution. This
precious document that is now more
than two hundred years old! Without
the Constitution our beloved country
would be unrecognizable.

No freedom of religion, speech,
the press, peaceable assembly, re-
dressing of grievances by petition to
the government.

No warrants for searches and sei-
zures, no grand jury, no protection
against double jeopardy, no due pro-
cess, no just compensation when
eminent domain is exercised.

No privilege against self-incrimi-
nation.

No speedy and public trial in crimi-
nal cases by an impartial jury.

No right to confront the accuser.
No right to obtain witnesses in the

criminal defendant’s favor.
No right to counsel in criminal

prosecutions.
No prohibition against excessive

bail, excessive fines, and cruel and
unusual punishment.

No prohibition against ex post fac-
tor laws and bills of attainder.

No writ of habeas corpus.
Among other rights and privileges!
No federalism and no republic!
No separation of powers and no

checks and balances.
No uniform national currency.
No President with executive pow-

ers.
No national court system.
No Congressional power to regu-

late interstate or foreign commerce,
to raise revenue, to force the states to
pay taxes to the Federal government,
or to raise an army.

No Congressional power to raise
revenue or power to force the states
to pay their fair share of taxes to the
Federal government.

Without the Constitution the coun-
try would have been governed by the
Articles of Confederation that James
Madison and Alexander Hamilton
among many other leading political
figures considered inadequate for the
new and rapidly growing country!

The Constitution is preserved in
the National Archives Building in
Washington, D.C. where it is pro-
tected against a nuclear attack! Mil-
lions of people marvel as they look at
it.

The Constitution is alive, constantly

nourishing our country. It gives us
the principles by which to live our
lives!

But the Constitution cannot remain
alive if we do not live by these prin-
ciples! Due process, peaceable as-
sembly, tolerance, and respect for
privacy among others.

Let us celebrate Constitution Day
that always falls on September 17th.
Our country was declared indepen-
dent on July 4, 1776 but its future was
assured on September 17, 1787 when
the Constitution was adopted at the
Constitutional Convention with
George Washington, Benjamin
Franklin, Alexander Hamilton, and
James Madison among the delegates
signing!

For the very first time in recorded
history a country was founded on the
principle “We the People” the first
three words of the Preamble to the
Constitution! Not on the royal “we”
but on the democratic “we”!

British Prime Minster Winston S.
Churchill said about the valiant Royal
Air Force during The Battle of Bridge,
“Never in the field of human conflict
was so much owed by so many to so
few.”

We can say that never is so much
owed by so many to so few words,
4,400 to be exact, in the Constitution.
Far fewer and far clearer words than
found in the typical insurance policy
or credit card agreement!

When we honor the Constitution
with our deeds we assure the contin-
ued survival and prosperity of the
greatest country on Earth!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Will Mirabella Bring Stability to
The Scotch Plains Manager’s Job?
After years of instability in the office of the Scotch

Plains town manager, the township has gone in a new
direction with the New Year’s Day appointment of
Union County Freeholder Al Mirabella of Fanwood
as the manager. Mr. Mirabella, a Democrat, was
appointed by the new Democratic-majority Town-
ship Council.

We wish Mr. Mirabella the best in his new position
and hope he can bring stabilization to the office,
which has now had six town managers in as many
years.

Unlike his predecessors, Mr. Mirabella is familiar
with Scotch Plains both from living in neighboring
Fanwood as well as from working with officials
through his role as a freeholder. So he might be a
positive in the manger’s office in terms of the rela-
tionships he brings to the job.

We do, however, have our concerns over his town-
ship and freeholder salaries and how that will pad his
government pension. The Scotch Plains’ manager’s
job is a full-time job managing the day-to-day opera-
tions of the municipal government, its 100-plus
employees and its $25-million annual budget. Mr.
Mirabella left his fprivate sector job to take the
Scotch Plains post.

While serving as a freeholder —a very part-time
post, we should point out — comes with a $29,500
annual salary, the manager’s job in Scotch Plains
pays somewhere in the range of $120,000. That’s
quite a boost in taxpayer-paid wages. And it will be
quite a boost to Mr. Mirabella’s state-paid
pension down the road. The state calculates
pensions by looking at the highest three years’
of one’s salary prior to retirement.

If Mr. Mirabella sticks around Scotch Plains
for a few years (not assured, given the heavy
turnover in the manager’s office in recent years),
his state-financed pension would be based not
on the smaller salary he was paid as a free-
holder, but on the far bigger salary he will be
paid as a municipal manager —along with his
salary as a freeholder.

It seems to us that holding these two jobs at
the same provides ample opportunities for
conflicts of interest. Will Mr. Mirabella ab-
stain from voting on any matter before the
freeholders if it involves Scotch Plains? How
will he deal fairly with the county from his
manager’s desk in Scotch Plains? If it’s a

question of Scotch Plains or the county or other
towns such as Westfield, who will he side with? Do
his priorities lie fully with Scotch Plains, which
deserves his full-time attention, or with his col-
leagues in Elizabeth, where he has served since
1998? Will he actively campaign for re-election to
the freeholder board while working in a non-parti-
san position in Scotch Plains?

Another concern we have is the qualifications for
town manager. Our research found that there are no
certifications and/or requirements for a town admin-
istrator. State laws require certifications for other
positions such as borough clerk and tax assessor. We
are puzzled as to why the state hasn’t made such
requirements for town administrator. Most towns,
however, do require a master’s degree in public
administration.

Mr. Mirabella is doing nothing wrong when it
comes to the pension calculations; it’s just unfortu-
nate that this practice prevails in the state and has not
been curtailed to prevent officials in charge from
padding one’s salary near to retirement time. But
Mr. Mirabella can do something about the apparent
business-as-usual practice of holding multiple gov-
ernment jobs by exiting the freeholder board and
focusing his attention on his new, full-time job.
There is plenty enough on Scotch Plains’ plate
without residents having to worry about their  man-
ager running off to freeholder meetings or other
ceremonial events around the county.

goleader Postings
2015-01-05 Westfield - The Gar-

den Club of Westfield will present a
program on herbs and herbal garden-
ing on Tuesday, January 13, 12:00
pm at St. Helens Church, 1600
Rahway Ave., Westfield. All are in-
vited to join us while Louise Hyde of
Well-Sweep Herb Farm shares her
extensive knowledge and experience
with us.

2015-01-05 Summit - All ages are
invited to meet exhibiting artists in
the Art Center Galleries as they dis-
cuss their artwork, inspirations and
the creative process. 2:00 4:00 pm. -
Admission: Members: free; Non-
members: $5 - Visual Arts Center of
New Jersey, 68 Elm Street, Summit.
Call 908-273-9121, visit
www.artcenternj.org or email
info@artcenternj.org for more infor-
mation. - http://www.artcenternj.org/
programs-events/programming-se-
ries/exhibition-related-programs/art-
afternoon.

2015-01-02 Scotch Plains - The
newest church in Scotch Plains, King-
dom Life Cathedral, will hosts its
Inaugural Sunday Worship Service
on Sunday, January 11, 2015 at 1:00
pm.

The modest, non-denominational
congregation, under the leadership
of Bishop Kelvin C. Brooks (a Scotch
Plains native), began planting its roots
in town in 2012, and since then has
been hosting bible studies and par-
ticipating in different service projects.
Kingdom Life Cathedral is happy to
call the edifice of First United Meth-
odist of Scotch Plains (1171 Terrill
Road) its home.

The church expects worshipers
from near and far to attend this his-
toric service and remain for refresh-
ments after. For more details visit,
w w w. L i v i n g F i n i s h e d . c o m /
announcements.html. All are invited
and welcome to attend.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

CAN A SMART
PHONE THINK?

NEW TOWN MANAGER…Freeholder Alexander Mirabella is
shown taking the oath of office in 2013 from Senator Ray Lesniak
(D-20th, Elizabeth) for his sixth term at the Union County Court-
house with his wife, Phyllis.

Union Township Wins
Suit Against Kean Univ.

UNION — Superior Court Judge
Katherine Dupuis in Elizabeth on
Monday threw out Kean University’s
claim to the adjacent 46-acre Merck
property in Union Township. The
ruling preserves the property tax rev-
enue for the township amounting to
an estimated $4 million a year and
paves the way for Russo Acquisi-
tions, a private developer, to proceed
with commercial, mixed-use, rede-
velopment.

FDU Poll Measures
Iraq, POTUS Beliefs
Beliefs about the invasion of Iraq

and President Obama’s citizenship
still flourish among Americans, ac-
cording to the most recent national
survey from Fairleigh Dickinson
University’s PublicMind. More than
four-in-ten Americans say it is likely
that U.S. forces found active weap-
ons of mass destruction program in
Iraq after the 2003 invasion, and
nearly a fifth say that President Obama
“probably” or “definitely” is not a
citizen of the United States.

These beliefs are connected with
partisanship and media choices, with
Republicans and Fox News viewers
being more likely to endorse them.

Twenty percent of non-white
Americans think that the Secret Ser-
vice is intentionally leaving Obama
unprotected.

Part of the Iraq confusion may come
from reports that chemical weapons
shells had been found in Iraq.


