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Lombardo Takes Reins
As Garwood’s New Mayor

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Former seven-term
councilman Charles Lombardo took
the reins as Garwood’s 30th mayor on
January 2, stating his focus for the
upcoming year as parking, redevel-
opment and tax impact.

Mr. Lombardo, a Democrat who
defeated Republican Sal Piarulli in
the November election by 21 votes
out of more than 1,200 cast, took the
oath of office along with returning
council members Lou Petruzzelli, who
was elected to a third consecutive
term, and Sara Todisco, who also
won re-election.

“I will support responsible devel-
opment, the key word being respon-
sible,” Mr. Lombardo said in his first
address as mayor.

The Garwood Planning Board, in
the past year, has approved the build-
ing of an expanded mixed-use build-
ing across from the Garwood Mall on
South Avenue that will include 12
apartments and 5,000 square feet of
retail space and okayed a use vari-
ance for nine townhomes off Fourth
Avenue.

The board and council in the past
year also have discussed the largely
abandoned industrial properties of
the old Casale manufacturing plant
on South Avenue and the Garwood
Paperboard site on North Avenue.

Mr. Lombardo, who was on coun-
cil from 1987 to 2007, appointed
himself – as well as reappointing
Bruce Paterson – to a one-year term
on the planning board. Mr. Paterson,
who was appointed to the planning
board last year by former Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi, is one of four plantiffs
who has sued the board over the Fourth
Avenue townhomes.
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Publisher Horace Corbin and his
brother, Assistant Publisher David
Corbin, are two other plaintiffs.

Paul Tarantino, husband of Coun-
cilwoman Ann Tarantino, Gene
Jannotti and Michael Vena will return
to the board for four-year terms, while
Mrs. Quattrocchi was moved to an
alternate and will join Craig
McCarrick, Tim Hak and newcomer
Steve Napolitano in that role.

Councilman Bill Nierstedt also will
return for a one-year term on the
planning board. Chairman Steven
Greet, Robert Scherer and Kathleen
Villaggio remain on the board. Al Del
Conte and Ileen Cuccaro, the other
board member who is a plaintiff in the
Fourth Avenue matter, will not return
to the planning board.

With Councilman Mike Martin ab-
sent, the council unanimously elected
Mr. Nierstedt as president.

Mr. Lombardo and Mr. Nierstedt
will oversee an unchanged council from
last year with four Democrats — Mr.
Petruzzelli, Ms. Todisco, Mrs. Tarantino
and Mr. Nierstedt — and two Republi-
cans, Mr. Martin and Jim Mathieu.

Both Mr. Lombardo and Mr.
Mathieu said they did not expect the
level of rancor that has existed the
past several years, especially between
Mrs. Quattrocchi – who was defeated
in the June Primary by the Mathieu-
backed Mr. Piarulli – and her fellow
Republican.

“I think so, I really do,” Mr.
Lombardo said. “I think I can bring a
little more of my education of being
on the council 21 years. The biggest
tribute to me is if we never have a (roll

call) vote.”
Mr. Mathieu agreed.
“I think my main role will be as a

watchdog and to represent a dissent-
ing point of view where appropriate,
not for its own sake,” said Mr.
Mathieu, who confirmed he believes
it will be better going forward.

“Absolutely. I don’t think it could
be worse. (Mr. Lombardo) is a man of
character. They all are,” he stated.

However, Mr. Mathieu abstained
from voting on a 31-item consent
agenda, which contained several ad-
ministrative and protocol items such
as reappointing Mr. Nierstedt to the
planning board and Bob Renaud as
borough attorney and mileage reim-
bursement for attendance at meetings.

But since the consent agenda was
presented to council members “five
minutes” before the meeting, Mr.
Mathieu said there were other items,
such as the bylaws, which he said he
did not have sufficient time to read in
their entirety and therefore could not
vote.

With his abstention, the agenda
passed unanimously. Among the con-
sent agenda items was the appoint-
ment of Gary Bundy to a three-year
term as municipal court judge. Mr.
Bundy replaces Antonio Inacio, who
was accused in 2013 of an ethics
violation for intervening in a matter
involving Mr. Petruzzelli’s teenage
daughter to avoid her having to attend
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings.

Mr. Lombardo also announced his
standing committee appointments and
the creation of a five-member “ad-
ministrative review committee” to
review procedures, comprised of him-
self, Mrs. Tarantino, Ms. Todisco,
Borough Administrator Christina
Ariemma and Chief Financial Officer
Sandra Bruns.

Mr. Petruzzelli was made chair-
man of the Finance Committee, re-
placing Ms. Todisco – who remains
on the panel, along with Mr. Martin.

Ms. Todisco will take over the
Streets, Roads and Ecology panel
from Mr. Nierstedt, who remains, and
will be joined by Mr. Petruzzelli.

Mr. Mathieu will head the Buildings
and Grounds Committee; Mr. Martin
will chair Laws and Licenses; Mrs.
Tarantino will lead the Police, Public
Health and Safety Committee with Mr.
Mathieu as the Board of Health liaison,
and Mr. Nierstedt will be the chairman
of the Fire Committee.

In other matters, Mr. Mathieu noted
that the police force will see the retire-
ment of an officer at the end of January.
Sgt. Mario Morelli, who is leaving
after 25 years, endorsed a quick re-
placement. Three years after the retire-
ment of Chief William Legg in 2011,
the force returned to its usual comple-
ment of 16 — 15 uniformed officers
plus the chief — this past year.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BEGINNING NEW TERM…FreeholderAngel Estrada is shown with his family
including his wife, Terese, and grandchildren, Keith and Alexandra, after taking
the oath for a new term during Sunday’s county reorganization meeting.

WF Council Conducts
Reorganization Meeting

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — At the governing
body’s reorganization meeting held last
Friday night, Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
announced the acting and alternate
mayoral appointments for various town
boards and committees for 2015. Also
announced were the town council liai-
sons for those assemblies.

Mayor Skibitsky presented his an-
nual State of the Town address to the
audience, which included State As-
sembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick
(R-21st, Westfield), State Senate Mi-
nority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) and other dignitaries.

Mayor Skibitsky began his address
by referencing his State of the Town
address from last year. “Last year, I
described the State of the Town in just
one word – strong. Strong as in resil-
ient, strong as in enduring, strong as in
robust. This year I need two words –
very strong.”

The mayor next cited several recent
accolades and awards presented to the
town by New Jersey Monthly maga-
zine, Aspire.com, the American Plan-
ning Association, New Jersey Chapter,
and Movoto, a national real estate bro-
kerage.

“While receiving recognition from
outside groups is an honor, we know
that the true State of the Town, what
really defines us as a community, are
the people.

“The people who with great pride
call Westfield their home town. It’s
about the parents who chose to raise
their families here. It’s about the close-
knit neighborhoods that hold annual
block parties. It’s about the abun-
dance of recreational, educational,
cultural and spiritual opportunities.
It’s about the hundreds if not thou-
sands of volunteers who give so gen-
erously of their time and talents to
coach and guide our youngsters in
sports, Scouting and other activities.
It’s about our senior citizens, many
of whom contributed to making
Westfield what it is today and now
staying to be close to their families
that they have raised. It’s about all the
hard-working merchants, profession-
als, restaurateurs, proprietors who
have invested in Westfield and cho-
sen it as their business home. Thank
you to each and every one of your
individual contributions in making
Westfield a truly unique and remark-
able place that it is,” the mayor said.

In terms of council appointments,
Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan was
named acting mayor in Mr. Skibitsky’s
absence while Councilman James
Foerst was named alternate acting
mayor.

Ms. Neylan also was named the
council’s liaison to both the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
and the Westfield Municipal Alliance/
PANDA (Preventing Alcohol, Narcotic,
and Drug Abuse). Ms. Neylan addi-
tionally was named chairwoman of the
council’s Public Safety, Transportation
and Parking Committee and a member
of the council’s Finance Committee.

Mr. Foerst also was named the plan-
ning board liaison for the council,
chairman of the council’s Code Re-
view and Town Property Committee
and a member of the council’s Public
Safety, Transportation and Parking
Committee.

Councilman Frank Arena was named
the council’s liaison to the recreation
commission, chairman of the Public

Works Committee and a member of the
council’s Finance Policy Committee.

Councilman Sam Della Fera was
named chairman of the council’s Fi-
nance Policy Committee, a member of
the Code Review and Town Property
Committee and the council’s liaison to
the Tree Preservation Commission and
to the Westfield Board of Education.
Mr. Della Fera also was named the
council’s designee to the Special Im-
provement District Board.

Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins was
named vice-chairwoman of the Code
Review and Town Property Commit-
tee and a member of the Public Works
Committee. Ms. Kimmins also was
named the council’s liaison to the His-
toric Preservation Commission and li-
aison to the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary Board.

Councilman Mark LoGrippo was
named vice-chairman of the Finance
Policy Committee and a member of the
council’s Code Review and Town Prop-
erty Committee.

Councilman Keith Loughlin was
named vice-chairman of the council’s
Public Works Committee and a mem-
ber of the Public Safety, Transportation
and Parking Committee.

Councilman David Oliveira was
named vice-chairman of the council’s
Public Safety, Transportation and Park-
ing Committee and a member of the
Public Works Committee.

The entire address will be available
for viewing on the town’s website.

In other news, the town council
passed a resolution to approve the tem-
porary 2015 municipal budget in the
amount of $13,494,260. As the formal
budgetary process does not begin until
March, the council must approve a
temporary budget in January for any
contracts, commitments or payments
due before the final adoption of the
2015 budget.

The next town council conference
session open to the public is scheduled
for Tuesday, January 13, at 7 p.m., at
the municipal building, located at 425
East Broad Street. The conference ses-
sion will be immediately followed by
the council’s regular public meeting at
7:45 p.m.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CATCHING UP…Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, left, chats with her former
Freeholder colleague, Deborah Scanlon, during Sunday’s county reorganization
meeting.
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Mirabella
the community.” He pronounced him-
self as “excited by the challenges” in
his new position, which he said, “al-
lows me to combine my corporate
and government experience.”

Mr. Mirabella has been an elected
member of the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders since 1997,
and he told The Times he anticipates
remaining on that governing body. He
also denied that possible conflicts of
interest will arise between his
manager’s position and his
freeholder’s post. He said he had dis-
cussed the matter with the county coun-
sel and will keep himself aware of any
potential conflicts as they may arise.

Mr. Mirabella’s appointment to suc-
ceed Mr. Giaimis makes him the fifth
full-time manager in the nearly six-
and-a-half years since the 2008 retire-
ment of long-time manager Thomas
Atkins. The new administrator of the
township’s day-to-day affairs says he
looks forward to an open government
where he can “talk to people, hear
what they like, what they don’t like,
and see what we can do to help them.”

ker — were tabled for further discus-
sion.

Father John Paladino of St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains gave
the invocation at the start of the 75-
minute meeting, while the Reverend
Kelmo Porter of St. John’s Baptist
Church in Scotch Plains said the bene-
diction to close out the session.
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FW Re-Org
borough hopes to pursue a mean-
ingful discussion with Scotch Plains
on shared services. She mentioned
the “wonderful tradition” since the
1950s of Santa delivering a gift to
every child in the community.
“These are the things that bring us
together,” she said.

She closed by saying, “Our
dreams and our hopes are high. We
will try to make you proud of this
community.”

A closing benediction was of-
fered by Reverend Rockman. A lun-
cheon reception followed at the
Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Arts
Center/Carriage House on Watson
Road.

The next regular meeting of the
council will be on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 21, at 7 p.m., at Borough Hall,
located at 75 North Martine Av-
enue.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GETTING DOWN TO BUSINESS...The Scotch Plains Township Council met
on Tuesday night for its first official meeting since swearing in newly-elected
members of the governing body on New Year’s Day.

Council to Look Again At
Downtown Development

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council appears set to take yet
another fresh look this year at ways
to revitalize the downtown busi-
ness district, which, over the past
decade-and-a-half, has been the
focus of consultant studies, ad hoc
committees, a group comprised of
local businesses and a six-year-old
special improvement district.

At the governing body’s confer-
ence meeting Tuesday, Mayor Kevin
Glover said he favored disbanding
the committee that was formed last
year to come up with new ideas for
boosting business activity in the
downtown. Last month, that commit-
tee presented three recommendations
to the council, including a jitney ser-
vice, asking that Scotch Plains’ name
be attached to NJ Transit signs at the
Fanwood train station and working
with high-school students on mar-
keting efforts. The mayor this week
made it clear he was not pleased with
the committee’s efforts. “I wonder
what was going on for six months”
prior to the group’s December 16
presentation of its ideas, he said. He
also stated his belief that downtown
development should be within the
purview of the council.

The mayor broached the idea of
somehow reviving the Scotch Plains
Management Corporation (SPMC),
which was formed in 2008 to over-
see the special improvement dis-
trict that was set up to collect an-
nual fees from commercial prop-
erty owners that would fund busi-
ness district activities. The group’s
budget was zeroed out last year in
the wake of protests from those
same property owners, who com-
plained the $400 annual assessment
had not resulted in any boost to the
downtown. While the mayor said
he was “adamantly opposed” to
imposing fees on property owners,
“there are other ways to provide
benefits” to the business district.
He asked that the SPMC’s account
be examined to see how much
money is in its coffers. He men-
tioned using the $50,000 paid to the
township from the builders of the
housing development at the
Shackamaxon Country Club for
downtown efforts.

Councilman Llewellyn Jones, af-
ter criticizing the mayor’s “unfair”
comments about the 2014 commit-

tee, said that perhaps the council
could evaluate the committee’s
meeting minutes from last year to
get a better idea of the various ideas
being talked about. Complaining
that the committee was supposed to
be non-partisan when it “clearly
was not,” Mayor Glover said that
“certain people were privy” to the
committee’s work while the coun-
cil as a whole was not kept up to
date. “They didn’t do what was
promised,” he added.

Deputy Mayor Colleen Gialanella
also presented her council colleagues
with a report she prepared on ideas
for boosting downtown business ac-
tivity. “People are looking for a shop-
ping experience,” she said, adding
that the “historical uniqueness” of
Scotch Plains needs to be empha-
sized as part of any revitalization
effort. She pointed to other area
towns, specifically Garwood, with
formerly moribund business districts
that have thrived in recent years.

In other business, Township Man-
ager Al Mirabella spoke briefly
about township recreation and said
he preferred to have the director of
that department report directly to
him rather than to the independent
recreation commission. He said he
will study the present structure to
see “if it makes sense” and whether
a change in how recreation pro-
grams and activities are operated is
a viable option. He also promised a
“hard look” at improving efficien-
cies within the municipal govern-
ment, pointing specifically to the
public works department as one area
where overlaps with similar depart-
ments in Fanwood, at the board of
education and at the county level,
may need to be addressed.

Deputy Mayor Gialanella noted
that, “we have five different public
works departments [township pub-
lic works, recreation department
public works, county public works,
Fanwood public works and the
school system’s maintenance de-
partment], all with different pur-
chasing, different supplies and dif-
ferent labor contracts.”
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