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Courtesy of  Angela Holdren
NEW COUNCILWOMAN…Rose Checchio, right, takes the oath of office as Scotch Plains councilwoman from State Senator
Nick Scutari, left, (D-22nd, Linden) as her family looks on.

Courtesy of Brian Horton
POLICE PROMOTION…Newly promoted Police Lt. Francisco Marrero takes
the oath from Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr with his wife, Ellen, and son,
Francisco, Jr., looking on during ceremonies at the council reorganization meeting
in Fanwood on January 1. Fanwood Police Chief Richard Trigo is at right.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW SHERIFF IN COUNTY…Newly sworn-in Union County Sheriff Jo-
seph Cryan makes a few comments during Sunday’s county reorganization
meeting.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW YEAR PLANS…Assemblywoman  Linda Stender (D-22nd, Scotch Plains)
makes a few comments during Sunday’s Union County reorganization meeting
as Union County Democratic Chairman Jerry Green (D-22nd, Plainfield), right,
and Assemblywoman Annette Quijano (D-20th, Elizabeth) look on.

Mirabella Starts Work; First
Focus Is Township Budget

Democrats Regain Council Control;
Mirabella Named New Manager

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Boris, Huegel Begin New
Terms as FW Reorganizes

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Democrats
regained control of the township coun-
cil last week, with the swearing-in of
two new members giving the party
control of four of the five seats on the
government body.

At the council’s reorganization
meeting on New Year’s Day, newly-
elected Democrats Rose Checchio and
John Del Sordi, Jr. were sworn into
four-year terms by State Senator
Nicholas Scutari (D-22nd, Linden),
while incumbent Llewellyn Jones, the
council’s sole Republican and winner
of the most votes in November’s elec-
tion, was sworn into a four-year term
by former Governor Donald
DiFrancesco. All three made brief
remarks thanking voters and their

families for their support, with Mrs.
Checchio saying it was important to
“put the people before the politics.”
Since the present form of municipal
government was instituted more than
40 years ago, Democrats have con-
trolled the governing body in 1999
and 2013 before winning a majority
two months ago.

In its first official actions of the
new year, the council appointed
Alexander Mirabella — a Democrat
from Fanwood who has been a mem-
ber of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders since 1998 — as
the new township manager and Rob-
ert Renaud of the Palumbo and
Renaud law firm in Cranford as the
new township attorney. Mr.
Mirabella’s appointment to succeed
Jerry Giaimis makes him the fifth

full-time manager in the nearly six-
and-a-half years since the retirement
of long-time manager Thomas Atkins.
Councilwoman Colleen Gialanella
also was named to serve as deputy
mayor for 2015.

Mayor Kevin Glover, in a 15-
minute address to a crowded council
chambers, said that township citizens
had sent a message in the November
election: They “want a governing
body that listens” and “works to-
gether,” he said, and want a munici-
pal government “that is caring and
representative of all our citizens’
needs.” He said that “our daunting
challenge is to be good guardians of
the municipality, to keep our commu-
nity safe and clean, to manage our tax
dollars wisely, to support the recre-
ation needs of all our citizens, young
and senior alike, and be thoughtful
caretakers of our township’s rich his-
tory.”

Touching on several issues the
council will face this year, the mayor
promised a municipal budget that
addresses the needs of the commu-
nity while being fiscally prudent. He
also promised renewed efforts to “ag-
gressively” seek state and county
grants and charged Mr. Mirabella with
pursuing those funding sources.

The mayor placed a “high priority”
on improving communications with
residents on emergency matters, street
closings, weather-related events and
other such matters. He also said he
favored earmarking money paid to
the township from the builders of the
housing development at the
Shackamaxon Country Club for ef-
forts to boost downtown business dis-
trict revitalization efforts. Mayor
Glover said he has “not given up on
the idea” of a police department
merger with Fanwood and also asked
Mr. Mirabella to look at internal op-
erations within the municipal govern-
ment to see if efficiencies can be
identified and implemented.

The mayor said he will reconstitute
two advisory committees — the tech-
nology advisory committee and cul-
tural arts committee — that were dis-
banded last year. Additionally, he
stated the importance of preserving
the various historic sites in town for
future generations.

The council reappointed the firm
of Hatch Mott McDonald as town-
ship engineer, Suplee Clooney and
Co. as township auditor and Rogut
McCarthy as township bond counsel.
Two appointments — for municipal
prosecutor and health insurance bro-

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Re-elected Coun-
cilmen Kevin Boris and Russell
Huegel, of the all-Democratic Bor-
ough Council, were sworn in to
new terms on New Year’s Day as
the council held its reorganization
meeting.

Following an invocation by the
Reverend Jane Rockman, rector of
the All Saints’ Episcopal Church in
Scotch Plains, Mayor Colleen Mahr
made a number of appointments for
the new year. Erik Frins was ap-
pointed public defender and Dan
McCarthy, of Rogut and McCarthy,
was appointed borough attorney.
Katherine Mitchell was appointed
to serve as council president in
2015. She also was appointed to
serve on the Union County Rev-
enue Sharing Committee.

Councilman Jack Molenaar was
appointed to serve one year on the
planning board. A long list of ap-
pointments was made to various

boards and committees which serve
the borough.

Tom Plante, of the Fanwood
Democratic Committee, presented
certificates to the newly-elected
councilmen.

A resolution was passed ratify-
ing the collective bargaining agree-
ment with the Fanwood Police Be-
nevolent Association (PBA).

The council approved several pro-
motions in the police department:
Sgt. Francisco Marrero and Sgt.
Eugene Chin to lieutenant, and Cpl.
Ronald Greco and Ptl. Philip Ugone
to sergeant. Police Chief Richard
Trigo presided and administered the
oath of office.

Daniel Piccola, the son of the
volunteer fire chief, was sworn in
as a new probationary police of-
ficer and was appointed to begin at
the John H. Stamler Police Acad-
emy in Scotch Plains on Friday,
January 16.

Councilman Huegel, former
council president, commented on
the negotiations with the PBA, say-
ing, “Nice work on everybody’s
part.” Councilman Tom Kranz said
he had abstained from the voting
because his son is a police officer.

Mayor Mahr thanked all those
who are in the uniformed services
who serve the borough. She also
thanked their families. She pointed
out that the fire and rescue squad
members are all volunteers.

In her remarks, the mayor said,
“Fanwood can be proud of a rede-
signed and revitalized downtown,
which is a mix of residential and
commercial and contributes to the
vitality of the community.” She
thanked the planning board for the
South Avenue zoning. She said with
the coming of the one-seat ride on
the Raritan Valley railway line, resi-
dents should see a 30-percent in-
crease in their property values.

“This year, we are looking for-
ward to Fanwood Crossing III, a
new townhome community to be
built in the downtown,” she said.

Union County Freeholder Chris
Hudak and State Senator Nicholas
Scutari (D-22nd, Linden) attended
the meeting. Mr. Hudak said, “Fan-
wood is a great partner for the
county.” Sen. Scutari added, “These
days are filled with promise; I ex-
pect better and better things.”

Mayor Mahr said this year the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains’ new municipal manager says
his first priority is getting to work on
the 2015 township budget.

Alexander Mirabella, who was
named to the post last week, admitted
in a conversation this week with The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
his first few days on the job had been
“very hectic” but “good and produc-
tive.” A day after his New Year’s Day
appointment, Mr. Mirabella, who has
lived in Fanwood for the past 11
years, stopped in to his new office to
look over paperwork and get ac-
quainted with his new surroundings.
On his first full day, on Monday, he
“walked around the entire building
and met all the staff here, and talked
about issues and projects they are
involved with.”

He told The Times that he is getting
to work on the municipal budget and
met this week with township Finance
Director Lori Majeski to have a pre-
liminary look at the township’s num-
bers. Last year’s $24.27-million bud-

get was funded in part by $15.9 mil-
lion in property-tax levies, an antici-
pated $650,000 in construction code
fees, $154,000 in rents received from
telephone companies for the use of
township-owned cell towers and
$2,227,587 in state aid. More than
$2.7 million of the $3.4-million town-
ship surplus also was utilized. The
municipal portion of the property-
tax bill for the average Scotch Plains
homeowner amounted to $1,857 in
2014. The average increase in the
municipal tax portion of the prop-
erty-tax bill was $11 — or 0.6 per-
cent — over 2013.

Mr. Mirabella said he will soon
gather department heads for a meet-
ing to discuss their anticipated needs
for this year. He noted that former
township manager Jerry Giaimis had
asked department heads last fall to
begin assembling their spending pro-
posals for 2015.

After working for Chubb Corp. for
28 years, Mr. Mirabella said he left
his position there, “to do what I love
to do, to have the opportunity to help
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BOE Elects Bauer President;
Welcomes New Members

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – At the be-
ginning of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education re-
organizational meeting held Tues-
day evening, Evan Murray and
Warren McFall of Scotch Plains and
Jeanne Cleary of Fanwood were
sworn in as board of education
members. All three will serve three-
year terms.

According to the board secretary’s
report read by Deborah Saridaki, out
of 16,731 registered voters in Scotch
Plains, 7,120 votes were cast last
November. Those voter statistics gave
2,697 votes to Mr. Murray and 2,022
votes to Mr. McFall.

In Fanwood, out of 5,185 regis-
tered voters, 2,124 people cast their
votes in last November’s election,
giving Mrs. Cleary 984 votes for her
seat on the board of education.

Next, board member Trip
Whitehouse nominated Nancy Bauer
to be president of the board. The rest
of the board unanimously voted in
favor of her serving as president for
the 2015 year. Mrs. Bauer was not

present at the meeting.
In addition, board member Karen

Kulikowski nominated Mrs. Cleary
as the board’s vice-president. Mrs.
Cleary also was unanimously voted
into her position.

Mr. Whitehouse was then thanked
for his many years of service as the
board’s president. Mrs. Cleary as well
as the other members of the board
noted all of the hard work, dedication
and time Mr. Whitehouse had given
as board president over the years.

Mr. Whitehouse then noted that he
thought Mrs. Bauer was going to be a
“wonderful leader” and stated, “I am
looking forward to my new view of
the room.”

Finally, Mr. Whitehouse was unani-
mously voted to serve as the represen-
tative of the board on the Union County
Educational Services Commission’s
Representative Assembly as he has
done for many years in the past.

The next board of education meet-
ing will be held on Thursday, Janu-
ary 22, at 7:30 p.m., in the Admin-
istration Building on Evergreen Av-
enue and Cedar Street in Scotch
Plains.
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