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www.HomewatchCareGivers.com

• Hourly or live-in care in your home or residence
• All caregivers are state certified CHHAs
• Hourly caregivers can drive for errands  

and appointments
• Every client supported by an RN and Social 

Worker at no charge

Homewatch CareGivers Professional Staff 
Raising the bar in homecare every day!

(908) 448-2230
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NOWRegister
for Spring Classes!

UNION COUNTY COLLEGE SPRING 2015 CLASSES BEGIN JANUARY 21 • WWW.UCC.EDU/WL

REGISTER BY 1/20/15
FOR CLASSES 

STARTING 
1/21/15

LATER START 
CLASSES BEGIN 2/4/15,
REGISTER UNTIL 2/3/15        
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Westfield Rec. Commission
Outlines ’15 Strategic Plans

Councilman Frank Arena was named
the council’s liaison to the recreation
commission, chairman of the Public
Works Committee and a member of
the council’s Finance Policy Com-
mittee.

Councilman Sam Della Fera was
named chairman of the council’s Fi-
nance Policy Committee, a member
of the Code Review and Town Prop-
erty Committee and the council’s li-
aison to the Tree Preservation Com-
mission and to the Westfield Board of
Education. Mr. Della Fera also was
named the council’s designee to the
Special Improvement District Board.

Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins was
named vice-chairwoman of the Code
Review and Town Property Commit-
tee and a member of the Public Works
Committee. Ms. Kimmins also was
named the council’s liaison to the
Historic Preservation Commission
and liaison to the Westfield Memo-
rial Library Board.

Councilman Mark LoGrippo was
named vice-chairman of the Finance
Policy Committee and a member of
the council’s Code Review and Town
Property Committee.

Councilman Keith Loughlin was
named vice-chairman of the council’s
Public Works Committee and a mem-
ber of the Public Safety, Transporta-
tion and Parking Committee.

Councilman David Oliveira was
named vice-chairman of the council’s
Public Safety, Transportation and
Parking Committee and a member of
the Public Works Committee.

The entire address will be avail-
able for viewing on the town’s
website.

In other news, the town council
passed a resolution to approve the
temporary 2015 municipal budget in
the amount of $13,494,260. As the
formal budgetary process does not
begin until March, the council must
approve a temporary budget in Janu-
ary for any contracts, commitments
or payments due before the final adop-
tion of the 2015 budget.

The next town council conference
session open to the public is sched-
uled for Tuesday, January 13, at 7
p.m., at the municipal building, lo-
cated at 425 East Broad Street. The
conference session will be immedi-
ately followed by the council’s regu-
lar public meeting at 7:45 p.m.

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The recreation
commission welcomed a new mem-
ber and discussed strategic plan-
ning at its first meeting of 2015
held Monday night.

Karen Petruzzi, a resident of Pearl
Street and an active member of the
community for more than 17 years,
was appointed as a new “alternate”
member. Michael Cash and Will-
iam Kelly each were re-appointed
to another term, by Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky, as was Recreation Com-
mission Chairman Peter Echausse.

During the meeting, the commis-
sion members provided the public
with an overview of the three larg-
est projects scheduled for the new
year, which are: the refurbishment
of the tennis courts at Tamaques
Park, possible replacement of the
bathrooms at Memorial Field, and
repairs to the baseball fields at the
Gumbert Park complex.

Councilman Frank Arena, who
serves as the town council’s liaison
to the recreation commission, ad-
vised the public that the process for
obtaining funds for the refurbish-
ing of the tennis courts was in
progress and that every effort would
be made to minimize the impact on
the playing season.

Commission member Jeff
O’Connor provided details on his
ongoing investigation into the cost
differential between purchasing
prefabricated bathroom facilities
and building a new facility at Me-
morial Field. Mr. O’Connor shared
schematics and product brochures
with the other members and indi-
cated that the optimal design ap-
pears to be creating three unisex
facilities and possibly including an
equipment storage area. He indi-
cated he anticipated having com-
plete data for the commission’s re-
view by the end of the month.

The members conducted an ex-
tensive discussion regarding the
strategy for the fields at Gumbert,
which have been the subject of
safety complaints from visiting
teams and officials. The commis-
sion voted to begin the preliminary
investigation into the feasibility of
installing turf on one of the fields
and possibly re-seeding another. Di-
rector of Recreation Bruce
Kaufmann detailed the next steps,
which will include the preparation
of topographical maps and other
schematics regarding drainage and
conditions at the fields.

In other business, commission
member Loren Weinstein, who is
chairman of the commission’s Pool
Committee, presented a detailed re-
view of the results of the Pool Com-
mittee meeting held December 15.
According to Mr. Weinstein, dur-
ing their meeting members of the
committee analyzed issues includ-
ing the operating and capital im-
provements budget, the pool wait
list, capital projects, membership
and guest fees. In addition, they
reviewed the pool facilities operat-
ing hours, the opening and closing
dates for the season, and the appro-
priate level of staffing.

Among the possible capital im-
provements which are being con-
sidered for the pool are upgrades to
the women’s room floors and the
façade of the building. Mr.

Weinstein advised that the commit-
tee recommends no changes to the
fees or operating parameters of the
pool be made.

The Committee unanimously
voted to continue to conduct its
monthly meetings on the first Mon-
day of the month at 7:30 p.m.
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Both Mr. Lombardo and Mr.

Mathieu said they did not expect
the level of rancor that has existed
the past several years, especially
between Mrs. Quattrocchi – who
was defeated in the June Primary
by the Mathieu-backed Mr. Piarulli
– and her fellow Republican.

“I think so, I really do,” Mr.
Lombardo said. “I think I can bring
a little more of my education of
being on the council 21 years. The
biggest tribute to me is if we never
have a (roll call) vote.”

Mr. Mathieu agreed.
“I think my main role will be as a

watchdog and to represent a dis-
senting point of view where appro-
priate, not for its own sake,” said
Mr. Mathieu, who confirmed he be-
lieves it will be better going for-
ward.

“Absolutely. I don’t think it could
be worse. (Mr. Lombardo) is a man
of character. They all are,” he stated.

However, Mr. Mathieu abstained
from voting on a 31-item consent
agenda, which contained several ad-
ministrative and protocol items such
as reappointing Mr. Nierstedt to the
planning board and Bob Renaud as
borough attorney and mileage re-
imbursement for attendance at
meetings.

But since the consent agenda was
presented to council members “five
minutes” before the meeting, Mr.
Mathieu said there were other items,
such as the bylaws, which he said
he did not have sufficient time to
read in their entirety and therefore
could not vote.

With his abstention, the agenda
passed unanimously. Among the
consent agenda items was the ap-
pointment of Gary Bundy to a three-
year term as municipal court judge.
Mr. Bundy replaces Antonio Inacio,
who was accused in 2013 of an
ethics violation for intervening in a
matter involving Mr. Petruzzelli’s
teenage daughter to avoid her hav-
ing to attend Alcoholics Anony-
mous meetings.

Mr. Lombardo also announced
his standing committee appoint-
ments and the creation of a five-
member “administrative review
committee” to review procedures,
comprised of himself,  Mrs.
Tarantino, Ms. Todisco, Borough
Administrator Christina Ariemma
and Chief Financial Officer Sandra
Bruns.

Mr. Petruzzelli was made chair-
man of the Finance Committee, re-
placing Ms. Todisco – who remains
on the panel, along with Mr. Mar-
tin.

Ms. Todisco will take over the
Streets, Roads and Ecology panel
from Mr. Nierstedt, who remains,
and will be joined by Mr.
Petruzzelli.

Mr. Mathieu will head the Build-
ings and Grounds Committee; Mr.
Martin will chair Laws and Li-
censes; Mrs. Tarantino will lead the
Police, Public Health and Safety
Committee with Mr. Mathieu as the
Board of Health liaison, and Mr.
Nierstedt will be the chairman of
the Fire Committee.

In other matters, Mr. Mathieu
noted that the police force will see
the retirement of an officer at the
end of January. Sgt. Mario Morelli,
who is leaving after 25 years, en-
dorsed a quick replacement. Three
years after the retirement of Chief
William Legg in 2011, the force
returned to its usual complement of
16 — 15 uniformed officers plus
the chief — this past year.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
BEGINNING NEW TERM…FreeholderAngel Estrada is shown with his family
including his wife, Terese, and grandchildren, Keith and Alexandra, after taking
the oath for a new term during Sunday’s county reorganization meeting.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SWEARING IN…Assembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield),
right, administers the oath of office to Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato, left, who was
re-elected for a second term as a Cranford Township Committee member in 2014,
at the committee’s re-orginization meeting Thursday.

SP Democrats Regain Council
Control; Mirabella Named Mng.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Democrats
regained control of the township coun-
cil last week, with the swearing-in of
two new members giving the party
control of four of the five seats on the
government body.

At the council’s reorganization meet-
ing on New Year’s Day, newly-elected
Democrats Rose Checchio and John
Del Sordi, Jr. were sworn into four-
year terms by State Senator Nicholas
Scutari (D-22nd, Linden), while in-
cumbent Llewellyn Jones, the council’s
sole Republican and winner of the most
votes in November’s election, was
sworn into a four-year term by former
Governor Donald DiFrancesco. All
three made brief remarks thanking vot-
ers and their families for their support,
with Mrs. Checchio saying it was im-
portant to “put the people before the

politics.” Since the present form of
municipal government was instituted
more than 40 years ago, Democrats
have controlled the governing body in
1999 and 2013 before winning a ma-
jority two months ago.

In its first official actions of the new
year, the council appointed Alexander
Mirabella — a Democrat from Fan-
wood who has been a member of the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders since 1998 — as the new town-
ship manager and Robert Renaud of
the Palumbo and Renaud law firm in
Cranford as the new township attorney.
Mr. Mirabella’s appointment to suc-
ceed Jerry Giaimis makes him the fifth
full-time manager in the nearly six-
and-a-half years since the retirement of
long-time manager Thomas Atkins.
Councilwoman Colleen Gialanella also
was named to serve as deputy mayor
for 2015.

Mayor Kevin Glover, in a 15-minute
address to a crowded council cham-
bers, said that township citizens had
sent a message in the November elec-
tion: They “want a governing body that
listens” and “works together,” he said,
and want a municipal government “that
is caring and representative of all our
citizens’ needs.” He said that “our daunt-
ing challenge is to be good guardians of
the municipality, to keep our commu-
nity safe and clean, to manage our tax
dollars wisely, to support the recreation
needs of all our citizens, young and
senior alike, and be thoughtful caretak-
ers of our township’s rich history.”

Touching on several issues the coun-
cil will face this year, the mayor prom-
ised a municipal budget that addresses
the needs of the community while be-
ing fiscally prudent. He also promised
renewed efforts to “aggressively” seek
state and county grants and charged
Mr. Mirabella with pursuing those fund-
ing sources.

The mayor placed a “high priority”
on improving communications with
residents on emergency matters, street
closings, weather-related events and
other such matters. He also said he
favored earmarking money paid to the
township from the builders of the hous-
ing development at the Shackamaxon
Country Club for efforts to boost down-
town business district revitalization ef-
forts. Mayor Glover said he has “not
given up on the idea” of a police depart-
ment merger with Fanwood and also
asked Mr. Mirabella to look at internal
operations within the municipal gov-
ernment to see if efficiencies can be
identified and implemented.

The mayor said he will reconstitute
two advisory committees — the tech-
nology advisory committee and cul-
tural arts committee — that were dis-
banded last year. Additionally, he stated
the importance of preserving the vari-
ous historic sites in town for future
generations.

The council reappointed the firm of
Hatch Mott McDonald as township
engineer, Suplee Clooney and Co. as
township auditor and Rogut McCarthy
as township bond counsel. Two ap-
pointments — for municipal prosecu-
tor and health insurance broker — were
tabled for further discussion.

Father John Paladino of St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains gave
the invocation at the start of the 75-
minute meeting, while the Reverend
Kelmo Porter of St. John’s Baptist
Church in Scotch Plains said the bene-
diction to close out the session.

Mountainside Council
Re-organizes for 2015

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — A standing
room only crowd packed Borough Hall
in Mountainside Tuesday night as the
Borough Council conducted its annual
reorganization meeting.

Municipal Judge James DeRose ad-
ministered the Oath of Office for new
three-year terms to Councilwoman
Deanna Andre and Councilman Keith
C. Turner and swore in new members
of the volunteer fireman and the rescue
squad.

Mayor Paul Mirabelli gave a short
State of the Borough address in which
he noted that the community was fis-
cally sound and thriving. The Mayor
detailed the dozens of community
events such as the Memorial Day Pa-
rade, the Fourth of July celebrations,
the PAL Tot Trot, and the PTA Fall
Festival, which he said exemplify the
“spirit” of Mountainside and thanked
the hundreds of volunteers whose ser-
vice makes these events possible. The
Mayor advised residents that 2015
would bring significant development
to the downtown area including the
planned construction of more than two
dozen residential housing units and
several new retail establishments.

The meeting began with the presen-
tation of an award to Dona Osieja in
honor of her 24 years of service as a
trustee of the Mountainside Library
board. Senate Minority Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield), Assem-
bly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-
21st, Westfield), and Assemblywoman
Nancy Munoz (R-21st, Summit) pre-
sented a proclamation to Ms. Osieja,
which acknowledged her decades of
service and Councilman Glenn
Mortimer read a Congressional Proc-
lamation on behalf of Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) and honored Ms. Osieja
with a flag which had flown over the
U.S. Capitol.

Acting Police Chief Allan Attanasio
then presented several awards and
commendations to various members
of the Mountainside Police Depart-
ment.

The first award recognized the brav-
ery of several officers who were in-
volved in the apprehension of two
carjackers in March 2014. The awards
were given to Patrolman Michael
Pasquale, Patrolman James Debbie II,
Corporal Thomas Norton, Sergeant
Andrew Sullivan and Sergeant
Michael Jackson.

The second award was a depart-

ment commendation for Corporal
Jeffery Stinner who was involved in
the arrest of a driver on August 10,
2014 who was in possession of several
packages of narcotics and more than
$9,000 in cash. The citation which he
received on Tuesday was Corporal
Stinner’s 11th commendation in his
16 years of service.

Sergeants Jackson and Richard
Huber received commendations for
their role in an Internet fraud investi-
gation conducted in conjunction with
the U.S. Postal Service. As a result of
their surveillance and forensic ac-
counting work three men were ar-
rested and charged with identity theft
and fraud.

Mayor Paul Mirabelli presented sev-
eral service awards to long time bor-
ough employees. Ruth Rees was hon-
ored for her 29 years of service to the
construction department; Deborah
Abelard was recognized for her 27
years of service in the Mountainside
Court system, Thomas Ruth, who
Mayor Mirabelli, noted was the “go to
guy” for all infrastructure related is-
sues, was honored for his 26 years of
service to the Department of Public
Works. Acting Police Chief Attanasio
and Corporal Kenneth Capobianco
were also honored for more than 25
years of service to the borough.

Municipal Judge James DeRose
then administered the Oath of Office
to Councilwoman Deanna Andre and
Councilman Keith C. Turner and swore
in new members of the volunteer fire-
man and the rescue squad.

Mayor Mirabelli gave a short State
of the Borough address in which he
noted that the community was fiscally
sound and thriving. The Mayor de-
tailed the dozens of community events
such as the Memorial Day Parade, the
Fourth of July celebrations, the PAL
Tot Trot, and the PTA Fall Festival
which exemplify the “spirit” of Moun-
tainside and thanked the hundreds of
volunteers whose service makes these
events possible. The Mayor advised
residents that 2015 would bring sig-
nificant development to the down-
town area including the planned con-
struction of more than two dozen resi-
dential housing units and several new
retail establishments.

The Council passed several resolu-
tions which appointed various indi-
viduals to administrative boards and
committees and voted to conducted
future Council meetings at 7:30 p.m.
rather than 8 p.m.

D’Ambola, and Commissioner of Pub-
lic Affairs, Thomas Hannen, Jr. This
represents no change from 2014.

Two members of the planning board
whose seats were expiring were not
reappointed. Board Secretary Kevin
Illing and Board Alternate Bob
Pipchick, both Democrats, were not
reappointed to the board.

The mayoral appointments to the
planning board were Lynda Feder as a
Class IV Member for a four-year term
ending December 31, 2018, and Donna
Pedde as a Class IV Member for a four-
year term ending December 31, 2018.

Michael Petrucci was appointed as
an alternate no. 1 member for a two-
year term ending December 31, 2016
and Julie Didzbalis as an alternate no. 2
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member to fill an unexpired term end-
ing December 31, 2015.

Mr. Illing was appointed as a mem-
ber of the zoning board of adjustment.
Jeffrey Pistol was appointed to another
term as a member of that board.

The committee approved, by a 4-to-
1 vote, a resolution to rehire Carl
O’Brien of Maser Consulting as the
township engineer with a term expiring
at the end of the year, as well as a
resolution to have Maser Consulting
supply in-house engineering services
at a rate not to exceed $25,000. Mr.
Hannen was the sole dissenter.

Attorney Diane Dabulas was ap-
pointed as township attorney for an-
other year, ending December 31, 2015.

Mark Cassidy was re-appointed as

Municipal Court judge for a three-year
term expiring December 31, 2017, with
Union County State Superior Court
Assignment Judge Karen Cassidy, his
wife, administering the oath of office.

The committee approved a resolu-
tion to authorize cash incentives to
employees wishing to waive health
benefits. Twenty-five percent, or
$5,000, whichever is less, of the amount
saved by the township will be provided
to the employee as the incentive.

The Westfield Leader was added as a
legal newspaper, and Tap into Cranford
was added as an electronic news source,
to post township notices.

The next township committee offi-
cial meeting will be held Tuesday, Janu-
ary 13.
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www.goleader.com


