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Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
NEWLY INSTALLED…Charles Lombardo, center, takes the oath of office as
mayor of Garwood from Borough Administrator Christina Ariemma, right, as
Mr. Lombardo's wife, Carol Lombardo, left, looks on.

Dominic A. Lagano for The Westfield Leader
2015 WESTFIELD TOWN COUNCIL…The 2015 Westfield Town Council poses
for a picture following Friday’s re-organization meeting. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Councilman Mark LoGrippo, Ward 3; Councilman Keith Loughlin,
Ward 4; Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan, Ward 2; Mayor Andy Skibitsky; Coun-
cilwoman Vicki Kimmins, Ward 2; Councilman Sam Della Fera, Ward 1; Coun-
cilman Frank Arena, Ward 1, and Councilman David Oliveira, Ward 3.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
NEW SHERIFF IN COUNTY…Newly sworn-in Union County Sheriff Joseph
Cryan makes a few comments during Sunday’s county reorganization meeting.

Westfield Council Conducts
Annual Reorganization Meeting

Lombardo Takes Reins
As Garwood’s New Mayor

CF Reorganizes; Kalnins
Re-Appointed As Mayor

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At the governing
body’s reorganization meeting held last
Friday night, Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
announced the acting and alternate
mayoral appointments for various town
boards and committees for 2015. Also
announced were the town council liai-
sons for those assemblies.

Mayor Skibitsky presented his an-
nual State of the Town address to the
audience, which included State As-
sembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick
(R-21st, Westfield), State Senate Mi-
nority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) and other dignitaries.

Mayor Skibitsky began his address
by referencing his State of the Town
address from last year. “Last year, I
described the State of the Town in just
one word – strong. Strong as in resil-
ient, strong as in enduring, strong as in
robust. This year I need two words –
very strong.”

The mayor next cited several recent
accolades and awards presented to the
town by New Jersey Monthly maga-
zine, Aspire.com, the American Plan-
ning Association, New Jersey Chapter,
and Movoto, a national real estate bro-
kerage.

“While receiving recognition from
outside groups is an honor, we know

that the true State of the Town, what
really defines us as a community, are
the people.

“The people who with great pride
call Westfield their home town. It’s
about the parents who chose to raise
their families here. It’s about the close-
knit neighborhoods that hold annual
block parties. It’s about the abun-
dance of recreational, educational,
cultural and spiritual opportunities.
It’s about the hundreds if not thou-
sands of volunteers who give so gen-
erously of their time and talents to
coach and guide our youngsters in
sports, Scouting and other activities.
It’s about our senior citizens, many
of whom contributed to making
Westfield what it is today and now
staying to be close to their families
that they have raised. It’s about all the
hard-working merchants, profession-
als, restaurateurs, proprietors who
have invested in Westfield and cho-
sen it as their business home. Thank
you to each and every one of your
individual contributions in making
Westfield a truly unique and remark-
able place that it is,” the mayor said.

In terms of council appointments,
Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan was
named acting mayor in Mr. Skibitsky’s
absence while Councilman James
Foerst was named alternate acting
mayor.

Ms. Neylan also was named the
council’s liaison to both the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
and the Westfield Municipal Alliance/
PANDA (Preventing Alcohol, Narcotic,
and Drug Abuse). Ms. Neylan addi-
tionally was named chairwoman of the
council’s Public Safety, Transportation
and Parking Committee and a member
of the council’s Finance Committee.

Mr. Foerst also was named the plan-
ning board liaison for the council, chair-
man of the council’s Code Review and
Town Property Committee and a mem-
ber of the council’s Public Safety, Trans-
portation and Parking Committee.
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By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Former seven-term
councilman Charles Lombardo took
the reins as Garwood’s 30th mayor on
January 2, stating his focus for the
upcoming year as parking, redevel-
opment and tax impact.

Mr. Lombardo, a Democrat who
defeated Republican Sal Piarulli in
the November election by 21 votes
out of more than 1,200 cast, took the
oath of office along with returning
council members Lou Petruzzelli, who
was elected to a third consecutive
term, and Sara Todisco, who also

won re-election.
“I will support responsible devel-

opment, the key word being respon-
sible,” Mr. Lombardo said in his first
address as mayor.

The Garwood Planning Board, in
the past year, has approved the build-
ing of an expanded mixed-use build-
ing across from the Garwood Mall on
South Avenue that will include 12
apartments and 5,000 square feet of
retail space and okayed a use vari-
ance for nine townhomes off Fourth
Avenue.

The board and council in the past
year also have discussed the largely
abandoned industrial properties of
the old Casale manufacturing plant
on South Avenue and the Garwood
Paperboard site on North Avenue.

Mr. Lombardo, who was on coun-
cil from 1987 to 2007, appointed
himself – as well as reappointing
Bruce Paterson – to a one-year term
on the planning board. Mr. Paterson,
who was appointed to the planning
board last year by former Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi, is one of four plantiffs
who has sued the board over the Fourth
Avenue townhomes.

Westfield Leader Publisher Horace

Corbin and his brother, Assistant Pub-
lisher David Corbin, are two other
plaintiffs.

Paul Tarantino, husband of Coun-
cilwoman Ann Tarantino, Gene
Jannotti and Michael Vena will return
to the board for four-year terms, while
Mrs. Quattrocchi was moved to an
alternate and will join Craig
McCarrick, Tim Hak and newcomer
Steve Napolitano in that role.

Councilman Bill Nierstedt also will
return for a one-year term on the
planning board. Chairman Steven
Greet, Robert Scherer and Kathleen
Villaggio remain on the board. Al Del
Conte and Ileen Cuccaro, the other
board member who is a plaintiff in the
Fourth Avenue matter, will not return
to the planning board.

With Councilman Mike Martin
absent, the council unanimously
elected Mr. Nierstedt as president.

Mr. Lombardo and Mr. Nierstedt
will oversee an unchanged council
from last year with four Democrats
— Mr. Petruzzelli, Ms. Todisco, Mrs.
Tarantino and Mr. Nierstedt — and
two Republicans, Mr. Martin and Jim
Mathieu.
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Members of the
township committee were administered
their oaths of office Thursday at the
governing body’s reorganization meet-
ing. Mayor Andis Kalnins was ap-
pointed to a second year as mayor, a
rarity in the township committee, which
has seen 36 mayors serve the township
in the last 40 years, Mayor Kalnins
said.

“The stability that this continuity
will bring will allow us to hit the ground
running in 2015 and continue what we
have already set,” Mayor Kalnins said
of this decision.

New Jersey Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) administered the oaths of
office to Mayor Kalnins and Deputy
Mayor Lisa Adubato, who were both
re-elected for second terms in Novem-
ber.

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) administered the oaths of
office to Mayor Kalnins and Deputy
Mayor Adubato to their posts as chair-
man and vice-chairwoman.

Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (R-
21st, Summit) also was in attendance.

The Reverend Monsignor Timothy
Shugrue of St. Michael Roman Catho-

lic Church in Cranford gave the invoca-
tion, followed by the flag salute led by
the police and fire honorary color guard.

In his mayoral address, Mayor
Kalnins quoted President Ronald
Reagan, saying, “The greatest leader is
not necessarily the one who does the
greatest things. He is the one that gets
the people to do the greatest things.”

He noted the new township adminis-
trator, new chief of police, new chief
financial officer and new engineer who
were put in place by the township com-
mittee. “They have all made great
strides,” he said.

Developing a plan for communica-
tion with citizens, moving forward on
stormwater management projects, road
improvements and rail improvements,
and supporting the One-Seat (train)
Ride to New York City on NJ Transit’s
Raritan Valley Line were some of the
issues the committee is looking to work
on in 2015, the mayor said.

In his conclusion, he welled up as he
thanked his family for their support.

The mayoral appointments of town-
ship commissioners are: Commissioner
of Finance, Ms. Adubato; Commis-
sioner of Public Safety, Mary
O’Connor; Commissioner of Public
Works/Engineering, Robert
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
TAKING THE OATH...Westfield Board of Education member Mark Friedman, left, was sworn in for his second term on
the board and was joined by newly elected members Christopher Langhart and Peggy Oster. Each of the members was
sworn int to a three-year term by Board Attorney Richard Kaplow.

BOE Elects Mattessich Pres.;
New Members Sworn In

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of edu-
cation on Tuesday evening swore in
newly elected members, Christopher
Langhart and Peggy Oster, and re-
turning member, Mark Friedman. All
three were elected in November and
will serve for three years.

The next order of business was the
nomination and election of the board
president and vice-president.

Board member Mitch Slater nomi-
nated Rich Mattessich, who has
served as president for the past three
years. Mr. Slater called Mr. Mattessich
“my friend and collegue.” He said
that Mr. Mattessich has accomplished
many positive initiatives. He also said
that Mr. Mattessich “has truly made a
difference in the Westfield School
System.” “We need a leader who can
empower others,” he added. Mr.
Friedman nominated GretchanOhlig
to serve as vice-president.

He said that Ms. Ohlig, during her
past three years on the board, assimi-
lated new information quickly and
works collaboratively with others.
Both were elected unanimously.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Dolan then gave an update on
district goals through a power-point
presentation. Ms. Dolan called it a
snapshot of what’s been going on.
Mr. Mattessich said, “We got an early
jump on things this year and a lot of
work went into it.”

Goal one, she said, is to elevate
board work to be more strategic and
forward thinking so committees do
not get bogged down in details.

Goal two, she said, is to clarify
governance structures, roles and re-
sponsibilities of the board and indi-
vidual boardsmanship.

For the district itself, goal one is to
develop and make recommendations
to address long term financial needs
and potential areas to increase rev-
enue. Along with that, to strengthen
partnership with the Education Fund
of Westfield to allocate grants for
targeted district programs. Another
approach is to review board policies
and consider possible changes to in-
crease revenue, e.g., building rental
policy and advertising policy. A new
idea is to explore the establishment
of an alumni foundation to fund tar-
geted facility or program needs.

District goal two is to insure the
community relations program pro-
motes the work of the district and
makes it more responsive to commu-
nity needs. In keeping with this goal
the parent portal has been designed
to allow parents to provide required
approvals electronically and update
data relevant to their children.

Ms. Dolan said the district would
like to develop a system to allow
additional community input into the
board’s policy making. Policies for
first reading will be posted on the
district website and to conduct a com-
munity survey to form the basis for
the five-year strategic plan.

Goal three is to analyze data from
the 2013-2014 teacher and adminis-
trator evaluation system and develop
more professional development to
address areas in need of improve-
ment.

Kindergarten registration will be-
gin next week. The information is
posted on the district website under
important messages.

The next board meeting will be
Tuesday, January 20, at 7:30 p.m. at
the administration building located
at 203 Elm Street.


