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JUNE
Cranford

The planning board began hear-
ing an application by Emanuel
Nimrud, who sought permission
to construct a three-story build-
ing with retail on the first floor
and six apartments on the sec-
ond and third floors at 496 Cen-
tennial Avenue, a B-3 Zone. The
site formerly housed Arnold’s Pest
Control, which burned down.

The board of trustees and gov-
ernors for Union County College
(UCC) unanimously voted to ac-
cept the Union County Freehold-
ers’ offer to build a sports com-
plex at Oak Ridge Park in Clark,
with the caveat being they dis-
cuss other county venues as well.

Garwood
Sal Piarulli beat incumbent Pat

Quattrocchi for the Republican
nomination for Garwood mayor
in the Primary Election, topping a
sweep for Councilman Jim
Mathieu’s conservative faction,
which also took control of the
borough’s GOP committee by
winning six of eight seats.

Mr. Piarulli won 113 to 99, earn-
ing the right to face Democrat
and former councilman Charles
Lombardo, who ran unopposed in
his party’s Primary, in November.

The borough council directed
the planning board to conduct an
“Area in Need of Redevelopment”
study for the abandoned Casale
factory property on South Av-
enue, including an eminent do-
main provision that drew a sharp
objection from Councilman Jim
Mathieu, who questioned the au-
thority of local governments to
take an individual’s property for
a non-public use. Councilman Bill
Nierstedt said the purpose is to
ensure that the borough will be
able to obtain public parking.

JULY
Cranford

Despite the pleas of parents
and students who packed a meet-
ing at Lincoln Avenue School, the

board of education voted to move
seven custodians to other schools
in the district.

The township committee
adopted an ordinance appropri-
ating $5,455,000 to fund more
than $4 million in milling, paving
and curbing of roads, as well as
addressing some drainage issues
of streets; equipment for the De-
partment of Public Works (DPW),
police and fire departments, and
improvements to Lincoln,
Sherman and Roosevelt Parks.

The Union County Improvement
Authority (UCIA) presented Union
County College’s plans to the
planning board to build a 39,842-
square-foot, two-story addition
at the college’s Nomahegan Hall.
It would include a student center
on the ground floor and class-
rooms, labs and faculty offices
on the second floor.

Six candidates filed for three
seats on the Cranford Board of
Education: incumbents Michael
C. Caulfield, JoAnn Boyle and
Trevor Shaw, along with Lisa
Carbone, Daniel DeMarco and
Jacqueline Carr.

Garwood
The board of education awarded

a new five-year contract to Su-
perintendent of Schools Teresa
Quigley, with an annual salary of
$135,000.

Borough Council members said
they would engage Cranford of-
ficials regarding widening the Or-
chard Brook to address flooding
concerns of Garwood residents,
who said water had approached
their homes twice in as many
days during June storms.

Four candidates filed for three
seats on the board of education,
three of them incumbents: Board
President Christine Guerriero,
Aaron Watkins and Linda Koenig.
Kimberly Ficarra filed for an un-
expired term on the board.

AUGUST
Cranford

A debate over the health of “Old
Peppy,” the some 200-year-old
Pepperidge tree situated in Lin-
coln Park, was put forth at the
township committee’s August 11
workshop meeting. Professionals
had said the tree was decaying.

Cranford schools saw a new
face in the halls this year, a
school resource officer. Detec-
tive Matthew Nazzaro was se-
lected as the school resource
officer. He would split his time
between all the schools in the
community during school hours.

Garwood
A New Jersey State Superior

Court judge removed Council-
man Jim Mathieu as an individual
defendant in a lawsuit brought
by Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma that also named the
borough, the mayor and bor-
ough council.

Cranford was working with a
new engineering firm to explore
widening the Orchard Brook,
Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi
told the borough council, but
Borough Engineer Don Guarriello
said he thought any plans prob-
ably would need new approval
from the state.

SEPTEMBER
Garwood

The council said the baseball
field needed to be re-graded and
the basketball courts resurfaced
at the Athletic Field Complex due
to ponding in those areas.

The board of education approved
an expenditure of $372,794 from
its capital reserve fund to pay for
repairs to Washington School on
East Street, currently being used
for day care and preschool by the
Westfield Area Y. The need for the
repairs developed when a ceiling
in one classroom fell in the early
morning hours, and an inspection
revealed asbestos.

Cranford
Construction was to begin on

High Street to install new water
pipes underground for storm wa-

ter storage. Some township com-
mittee members questioned if this
was a “Band-Aid” or a permanent
fix to flooding in the area.

Residents of Sailer and Scherer
Streets, which are off of North
Avenue, said they had experienced
an infestation of rats. The Westfield
Regional Board of Health disagreed
with the term “infestation,” and
said the health department found
two rat holes in the area.

The Cranford Planning Board
denied, by a 8-0 vote, Emanuel
Nimrud’s application to permit
construction of a new multi-use
building and parking lot at 496
Centennial Avenue. Mr. Nimrud
was looking to redevelop the site
that once housed Arnold’s Pest
Control and two apartments that
were destroyed by a fire.

Garwood Borough Council
members Bill Nierstedt and Sara
Todisco asked the township com-
mittee about the flood-control
program for the Orchard Brook.
The Orchard Brook is connected
to the Garwood Brook, which has
flooded residential neighbor-
hoods in Garwood.

OCTOBER
Cranford

Residents questioned the town-
ship committee’s decision to hire
a part-time, contracted town-
ship engineer versus hiring a full-
time staffer.

As the fire department bid fare-
well to Fire Captains Frank
Genova and Dan Thorn, who
served more than 25 years with
the department, it made six ap-
pointments, effective November
1, to the department.

Garwood
The planning board faced a le-

gal challenge from two of its own
members and two other resi-
dents over its decision to ap-
prove a zoning variance that
would allow nine town homes to
be built in a single-family area at
the north end of Walnut Street
across Fourth Avenue. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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The board voted unanimously

to have H2M Associates of
Parsippany conduct an “In Need
of Redevelopment” study for the
largely abandoned Casale Sheet
Metal and Petro Plastics proper-
ties on South Avenue.

The board of education and
teachers’ union reached an im-
passe in collective bargaining ne-
gotiations and would proceed to
mediation to resolve the dispute.

The board heard from about a
dozen parents of first-grade stu-
dents, who expressed concern over
class size. The first grade was split
into two classes of 25 and 26
children, forcing students to share
supplies and reducing the indi-
vidual attention given to each.

Borough Democratic mayoral
candidate Charles Lombardo
touted his decades of experience
in government while Republican
Sal Piarulli repeatedly emphasized
his campaign theme of reducing
the tax load on residents as the
two squared off in a Garwood
mayoral candidates’ forum at The
Pointe condominium clubhouse.

Candidates for borough council
faced off at The Pointe condo-
minium complex like their may-
oral counterparts, but without
much of the rancor of the debate
between the executive hopefuls.

NOVEMBER
Garwood

Charles Lombardo defeated Re-
publican Sal Piarulli by 26 votes
out of more than 1,200 cast on
Election Day, becoming
Garwood’s next mayor and lead-
ing a Democratic sweep on the
borough council. Democratic in-
cumbents Sara Todisco and Lou
Petruzzelli retained their seats,
beating back Republican challeng-
ers Carol Kearney and Tina Simitz.

Garwood BOE incumbents
Christine Guerriero, Aaron
Watkins and Linda Koenig were
unopposed in their quest for re-
election to full three-year terms,


