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l'ennemi du journaliste

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A loss is a loss, but some losses
hurt more than others. The
Cranford High School boys’ bas-
ketball team suffered one of those
particularly painful setbacks at
the Cougar Classic on December
27 in dropping a 75-70 decision
to Mount Olive at Martin Gymna-
sium in Cranford. Leading by 11
points with under three minutes
to play, the Cougars were unable
to withstand the wilting pressure
defense that Mount Olive threw at
them as they watched a potential
first win of the season turn into a
third straight loss.

Cranford (0-3) played perhaps
its finest basketball of the young
season throughout much of the
game, matching their opponent
basket for basket in the transi-
tion game and moving the ball
crisply on offense. The Cougars
built a 10-1 lead to start the
game and opened up 11-point
advantages twice in the fourth
quarter, but they could not hold

on to the lead during a furious
Mount Olive rally in the final three
minutes.

“We were up by 11 points and
we started turning the ball over
late,” said Cougar Head Coach
Ryan Huber. “That really is the
story of the game. We lost our
composure. We stopped going to
the basket. We gave them the
opportunity to get back into the
game and they took advantage
of it. It was very disappointing.”

With three minutes remaining,
the Cougars led, 66-55, but then
it all fell apart. The visiting Ma-
rauders scored 20 points in that
time period to overtake Cranford
and snatch victory from the jaws
of defeat.

Mount Olive’s Chris Grillo
drained a three pointer with 2:40
to play and the Marauders’ press
defense forced three Cougar turn-
overs during the next minute,
sparking a 10-0 run by the visi-
tors. Cougar David Fonseca sank
a pair of free throws to give the
Cougars a 68-65 advantage with
1:21 to play but Mount Olive
answered with back-to-back
three point shots by Jason Drury
(15 points) that gave the visitors
a 71-70 lead with :29 left.

After another turnover, Ma-
rauder Ronson Gay rolled in a
lay-up to make the score, 73-70,
with :17 left. Cranford had one
last chance to tie the score with
a three point shot but Hunter
Remley’s pass to senior forward
Steve Wills slipped through his
grasp and went out of bounds
with :02 remaining.

“There is no question that we
are a little inexperienced this sea-
son,” said Huber. “We’ve got
eleven kids from the football team
on our roster this year and they
got a late start on practice, so
that is part of it. Still, we broke
down in the final minutes and
started settling for jumpers. It
was not at all like how we played
in building the lead.”

Cranford came out fast to start
the game, outscoring Mount Ol-
ive 7-0 on their way to a 19-10
advantage by the end of the open-
ing quarter. Hunter Remley
scored seven points in the first
period with Wills chipping in six
points.

Mount Olive (2-0) came into
the game featuring Donte Wise,
one of the finest players in North
Jersey. The 6’3” senior offered
glimpses of the talent that has
made him a prized target for
several Division 1 programs. Wise
scored on two thunderous dunks
late in the first quarter. The first
came off of a baseline drive to the
basket and the second coming
off of an alley-oop pass from
Ronson Gay.

Wise would finish with 24 points,
four blocked shots and a pair of
steals. Despite Wise’s Herculean
performance, Cranford played
efficiently enough to keep Mount
Olive at bay, fending off several
runs. Mount Olive used a strong
second quarter to outscore the
Cougars, 28-16, and pull ahead,
38-35 by the half.

Cranford surged back into the
lead though early in the third
quarter, behind the hot three-

point shooting of Fonseca and
Hunter Remley, outscoring the
Marauders, 13-4, to grab a 48-
42 edge.

“I think we started off the game
a little soft,” said Wise afterward.
“We weren’t controlling the boards
and we did not play aggressively
on defense. I think we sat back
too much on offense. They
(Cranford) wanted to get us into
a three point shooting contest

STEVE WILLS LEADS CRANFORD WITH 23 POINTS, SEAN LEONARD BUCKETS 10 POINTS

Mt. Olive’s 26-Point Surge Burns Cougar Cagers, 75-70
and they almost got the best of us
doing that. I think when they
tried to run with us then we were
in control.”

Wills had a big game for
Cranford. Wills scored 10 of his
23 points in the fourth quarter in
helping the Cougars extend to a
66-55 lead late in the game.
Sean Leonard added 10 points
for Cranford in defeat. Mount
Oilve got 20 points from Chris
Grillo and 15 points from Jason
Drury.

With the loss, Cranford was
slated to face West Orange in the
consolation game of the Cougar
Classic Monday afternoon. Mount
Olive would move on to face
Dickinson, which downed West
Orange earlier in the day.
Mt. Olive 10 28 11 26 75
Cranford 19 16 18 17 70
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David B. Corbin (January 5, 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING TO THE BASKET…Cougar Jess McCoy, No. 20, drives to the
basket for a lay-up during the championship game with West Orange on
December 29, 2011. The Cougars won, 38-32.
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