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Blue Devils Pressure Raider Boys in 74-43 Victory
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

tribute acts of thievery.
“We like to turn our defense into

offense. It’s the easiest way to get
quick buckets,” Murray said.

Murray was all over the court with
four offensive rebounds and eight
defensive boards. He also bucketed
10 points and added four assists.

“He’s gotten a lot better. A lot of
schools are looking at him too,” com-
mented Coach Palmieri.

Elliott sank nine points, including
a pair of 3-pointers, while grabbing
four offensive rebounds and five de-
fensive rebounds, and added two as-
sists. Norris had eight points and five
rebounds. Junior Chris Boutsikaris
banged in 10 points, including a pair
of 3-pointers, while adding an assist.
Junior Parker Hess scored nine points
and had an assist. Mitchell had six
points with a pair of 3-pointers. Pierre
had two points, sophomore Matt
LaCorte hit for seven points, includ-
ing a 3-pointer, and Pat McCormack
bucketed four points. Nick Mele and
Andreas Rumpeters each had two
points, and senior Nick Buontempo

knocked in five in the fourth quarter.
Senior Leo Ramos led the Raiders

with 11 points, five steals, five assists
and seven rebounds. Senior Emendo
Thomas put in seven points, while
adding a pair of assists and two steals.
Bryce Edwards banged a pair of 3-
pointers and Dan Baliko netted six

points, including a 3-pointer. Chris
Gibbons, Chris Lesojo, Aaron Lee,
Marquel Taylor and Ben Powell each
contributed two points, and Cobi
Silverstein hit a free throw.

Murray demonstrated his domi-
nance early with six rebounds, three
steals and four points, and Boutsikaris
hit five points as the Blue Devils
grabbed a 14-9 lead after the first
quarter. During that run, the Blue
Devils did attempt several slick pass-
ing plays, but they were a little off in
their rhythm in setting up the score.

“We just got to work more with our
ball handling and it will start to work
later in the season,” Elliott said.

“We were a little sloppy at first then
we kind of cleaned it up and finished
the game off. That’s the type of team
we are. We are all guards and we have
some talent. When we are running on
all cylinders, I think we can be tough,
especially when we shoot the ball
well,” Coach Palmieri said.

The rhythm worked very well in
the second quarter as the Blue Devils
jumped to an 18-0 run to eventually
take a 36-18 lead at the half. Seven
Blue Devils got into the scoring ac-
tion and Norris led the pack with six
points. Thomas sank six points for

the Raiders.
Hess and LaCorte each nailed five

points as the Blue Devils won the
third quarter, 19-12. Ramos sank eight
points in the quarter. Edwards hit
both of his 3-pointers in the final
quarter that also belonged to the Blue
Devils. Buontempo got a roar from

the crowd when he sank a 2-pointer
then he got an even greater roar when
he banged his 3-pointer to close out
the scoring.

“He’s a fan favorite,” Elliott said
with a chuckle.

The victory evened the Blue Dev-
ils’ record to 1-1 after suffering an
opening-season loss to a tough St.
Mary’s team.

“Saturday was tough. St. Mary’s
came after us and took us out of what
we wanted to do. It’s a good learning
experience for us. We wanted to get this
win tonight and move on to the Christ-
mas tournament and play well in that
tournament,” Coach Palmieri said.

“We have a lot of talent on the
team. We just tried to work as a team.
This year over the summer, we’ve
grown a lot physically and mentally.
We tried to play team basketball and
today, I think we did a good job of
that,” Murray said.

“I think we have to use our speed
and our scoring ability, because what
we lack in size we have in speed. If we
can use our speed to our advantage, I
think we can upset some teams,”
Elliott said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   9   9 12 13 43
Westfield 14 22 19 19 74

WILLS LEADS COUGARS WITH 23 PTs, LEONARD 10 PTs

Mt. Olive’s 26-Point Surge
Burns Cougar Cagers, 75-70

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A loss is a loss, but some losses hurt
more than others. The Cranford High
School boys’ basketball team suffered
one of those particularly painful set-
backs at the Cougar Classic on De-
cember 27 in dropping a 75-70 deci-
sion to Mount Olive at Martin Gym-
nasium in Cranford. Leading by 11
points with under three minutes to
play, the Cougars were unable to with-
stand the wilting pressure defense that
Mount Olive threw at them as they
watched a potential first win of the
season turn into a third straight loss.

Cranford (0-3) played perhaps its
finest basketball of the young season
throughout much of the game, match-
ing their opponent basket for basket
in the transition game and moving
the ball crisply on offense. The Cou-
gars built a 10-1 lead to start the game
and opened up 11-point advantages
twice in the fourth quarter, but they
could not hold on to the lead during a
furious Mount Olive rally in the final
three minutes.

“We were up by 11 points and we
started turning the ball over late,”
said Cougar Head Coach Ryan Huber.
“That really is the story of the game.
We lost our composure. We stopped
going to the basket. We gave them the
opportunity to get back into the game
and they took advantage of it. It was
very disappointing.”

With three minutes remaining, the
Cougars led, 66-55, but then it all fell
apart. The visiting Marauders scored
20 points in that time period to over-
take Cranford and snatch victory from
the jaws of defeat.

Mount Olive’s Chris Grillo drained
a three pointer with 2:40 to play and
the Marauders’ press defense forced
three Cougar turnovers during the
next minute, sparking a 10-0 run by
the visitors. Cougar David Fonseca
sank a pair of free throws to give the
Cougars a 68-65 advantage with 1:21
to play but Mount Olive answered
with back-to-back three point shots
by Jason Drury (15 points) that gave
the visitors a 71-70 lead with :29 left.

After another turnover, Marauder
Ronson Gay rolled in a lay-up to
make the score, 73-70, with :17 left.
Cranford had one last chance to tie
the score with a three point shot but
Hunter Remley’s pass to senior for-
ward Steve Wills slipped through his
grasp and went out of bounds with
:02 remaining.

“There is no question that we are a
little inexperienced this season,” said
Huber. “We’ve got eleven kids from
the football team on our roster this
year and they got a late start on prac-
tice, so that is part of it. Still, we
broke down in the final minutes and
started settling for jumpers. It was
not at all like how we played in build-
ing the lead.”

Cranford came out fast to start the
game, outscoring Mount Olive 7-0
on their way to a 19-10 advantage by
the end of the opening quarter. Hunter
Remley scored seven points in the
first period with Wills chipping in six
points.

Mount Olive (2-0) came into the
game featuring Donte Wise, one of
the finest players in North Jersey. The
6’3” senior offered glimpses of the
talent that has made him a prized
target for several Division 1 programs.
Wise scored on two thunderous dunks
late in the first quarter. The first came
off of a baseline drive to the basket
and the second coming off of an
alley-oop pass from Ronson Gay.

Wise would finish with 24 points,
four blocked shots and a pair of steals.
Despite Wise’s Herculean perfor-
mance, Cranford played efficiently
enough to keep Mount Olive at bay,
fending off several runs. Mount Ol-
ive used a strong second quarter to
outscore the Cougars, 28-16, and pull
ahead, 38-35 by the half.

Cranford surged back into the lead
though early in the third quarter, be-
hind the hot three-point shooting of

Fonseca and Hunter Remley,
outscoring the Marauders, 13-4, to
grab a 48-42 edge.

“I think we started off the game a
little soft,” said Wise afterward. “We
weren’t controlling the boards and we
did not play aggressively on defense.
I think we sat back too much on of-
fense. They (Cranford) wanted to get
us into a three point shooting contest
and they almost got the best of us
doing that. I think when they tried to
run with us then we were in control.”

Wills had a big game for Cranford.
Wills scored 10 of his 23 points in the

fourth quarter in helping the Cougars
extend to a 66-55 lead late in the
game. Sean Leonard added 10 points
for Cranford in defeat. Mount Oilve
got 20 points from Chris Grillo and
15 points from Jason Drury.

With the loss, Cranford was slated
to face West Orange in the consola-
tion game of the Cougar Classic
Monday afternoon. Mount Olive
would move on to face Dickinson,
which downed West Orange earlier in
the day.
Mt. Olive 10 28 11 26 75
Cranford 19 16 18 17 70
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LOOKING FOR AN OPENING...Blue Devil Lil Scott, right, looks for an opening in the game against the Patrick School
on December 20. The Patrick School won. See more of Rinaldi’s photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

Courtesy of Joe Rinaldi for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING A FANTASTIC SAVE...Blue Devil goalie Dan DoCampo makes a fantastic save in the game against the Ridge
Red Devils on December 16. Ridge won 3-0. See more of Rinaldi’s photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.
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TRYING TO BLOCK THE SHOT...Raider Dan Lopez, No. 10, attempts to block Blue Devil Nick Mele’s, No. 23, shot during
the game in Westfield on December 23. See more of Rinaldi’s photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

Courtesy of Joe Rinaldi for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING IN FOR THE LAYUP...Blue Devil Jelanni Pierre, No. 11, goes in for a layup as the crowd watches intently in the
game against the Blue Devils and the Raiders in Westfield.
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December 29, 2009: Westfield
High School junior Christian Barber
avenged a loss that prevented him
from qualifying for the NJSIAA Tour-
nament in Atlantic City last year and
bounced another state qualifier en
route to the 140-lb crown at the
Roselle Park (RP) Panther Invitational
Holiday Wrestling Tournament in
Roselle Park. Blue Devil sophomore
Mike Kalimtzis claimed third place
at 103-lbs after recording a first-pe-
riod pin over John Devito (RP). Brian
Henry recorded a 3-2 decision over
Matt Reed (Howell) and went on to
place third at 145-lbs.

December 30, 2010 The Cougar
wrestling team claimed a tournament-
high, four individual champions and
placed third at the Bloomfield Holi-
day Tournament. Joe Giaccio seized
the 125-lb crown with a 20-4, techni-
cal fall over Shane Gong (Ridge) in
5:23. Kyle Markovitch won the 135-
lb title with a 5-1 decision over Nick
Mauro (Mount Olive). Matt
DiGiovanni decisioned Jason Kratsch
(Caldwell), 6-1, to claim the 145-lb
crown, and J.P. Christiano pinned
Nicholas Andriani (Passaic Valley) in
5:28 to win the 160-lb title. Cougar
Ian Henry placed second at 130-lbs
after being edged, 6-4, by Jim Rivera
of Mount Olive.

January 3, 2009: Senior point
guard Tara Handza hit six free throws
in the fourth quarter to assure the
Blue Devil girls basketball team a 42-
32 victory over Elizabeth at Dunn
Center in Elizabeth. Katie Ponce and
Anne Knisely also proved to be an
immediate boon to the Blue Devils’
punch as both hit all six of their points
in the first quarter en route to a 16-5

lead. Handza finished with 15 points.
December 29, 2011: Despite an

early jolt from the West Orange Moun-
taineers, the Cougar boys basketball
team eventually found the right for-
mula to come up with a 60-53 victory
in the championship game of the
Coaches vs. Cancer Tournament in
Cranford. Junior forward Reggie
Green, who scored 10 of his team’s
13 points in the first quarter, finished
with 20 points and 15 rebounds. Stefan
Fedorchak scored 17 points. Junior
forward Kurt Rutmayer got under-
neath the boards with six rebounds
and finished with 10 points. Point
guard Sean Babos finished with 12
points and four assists.

December 29, 2010: Raider jun-
iors Mike Steinfeld and Sean Cannon

placed first and second, respectively,
in their weight classes at the John
Goles wrestling tournament at War-
ren Hills High School in Washington.
Seeded second at 140 lbs., Steinfield
defeated Aron Sabino (West Morris),
7-2, to claim the title. Cannon dropped
a 3-2 decision to North Hunterdon’s
Chris Cancelliere in the 145-lb title
bout. Heavyweight Anthony Tufaro
claimed third place and improved to
6-1 when he settled Zach Krulan (West
Morris) in 5:37.

December 29, 2011: Outside
shooting was ice cold in the first half,
so senior forward Morgan Miller came
up with another idea. She began driv-
ing toward the basket and found the
success that the Cougar girls basket-
ball team needed to defeat the West
Orange Mountaineers, 38-32, in the
championship game of the Coaches
vs. Cancer Tournament in Cranford.
Miller finished with 20 points, in-
cluding two 3-pointers and hitting
four of six from the stripe. Jess McCoy
lead the team with five steals and
added eight points.

David B. Corbin (January 5, 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING TO THE BASKET…Cougar Jess McCoy, No. 20, drives to the basket
for a lay-up during the championship game with West Orange on December 29,
2011. The Cougars won, 38-32.


