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HANUKKAH REENACTMENT...The Greek king Antiochus and his soldiers
interrupt prayer services to read a proclamation as the Hanukkah story came
to life for students at Congregation Beth Israel’s Religious School in Scotch
Plains December 17. Students participated in this interactive program,
together with parent volunteers dressed as Maccabees. Rabbi George Nudell,
center, played Antiochus. Portraying the Greek soldiers were Dana Lav,
right, a Religious School teacher and Youth Group director at the synagogue,
and by Ido Sarig, left, an Israeli Rishona who teaches American students
about Israel through a program sponsored by the Partnership for Jewish
Learning and Life.

Dup. Bridge Club Continues
Success at Willow Grove

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Duplicate Bridge
Club is enjoying more than a de-
cade of lively play at the Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church. The
club meets every Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Thursday afternoons start-
ing at noon, and again on Wednes-
day evenings starting at 7:30 p.m.
There are 12 tables available, each
with a four-person game.

Jim White, a retired engineer, is
the coordinator of the Duplicate
Bridge Club at Willow Grove
Church. Mr. White has been play-
ing bridge since he was 9 years
old. A friend of his mother intro-

Grace Christian Fellowship
Builds Community Presence

GARWOOD — Grace Christian
Fellowship, a congregation of GCI,
joined the community of Garwood
at the beginning of 2014 and has
anticipated the opportunity to be-
come involved within the commu-
nity and to make a favorable dif-
ference.

“We are very excited to plant
Grace Christian Fellowship in
Garwood and hope to be a positive
presence in the area. We’ve already
enjoyed getting to know people at
the Garwood Rocks Street Fair this
past June, and we look forward to
becoming more ‘hands-on’ in serv-
ing the people of Garwood in the
future,” said Senior Pastor David
S. Gilbert.

Additionally, in conjunction with
the Christmas season, Grace Chris-
tian Fellowship thought it an ex-
cellent time to become more in-
volved in serving within the com-
munity.

With the assistance of Mary
Emmons, principal at the Lincoln
School in Garwood, Grace Chris-
tian Fellowship “adopted” a couple
of families for Christmas. Grace
Christian was eager for the chance
to brighten the holidays for these
families by giving food, toys and
other gift items with the hope that
these families would truly feel em-

braced by the love and joy of the
Christmas season.

“We’re very excited to have taken
on a brand-new intern, Jacqueem
Winston, who hopes to get actively
involved with the youth of the
area,” added Pastor Gilbert. “As a
church, we desire to help out fami-
lies in any way we can.”

With this as the objective, one of
the first things Jacqueem proposed
was the idea of putting a little added
sparkle into the Christmas of a
Garwood family. The congrega-
tion of Grace Christian Fellowship
loved the idea and felt honored to
be of service in such a special and
meaningful way.

Pastor Gilbert said he and the
entirety of the Grace Christian Fel-
lowship congregation feel abun-
dantly blessed.

Grace Christian Fellowship
meets each Sunday, at 11:30 a.m.,
at St. Paul’s United Church of
Christ, located at 213 Center Street,
Garwood. All are invited and wel-
come to join in worship any Sun-
day. Further information also is
available at gci.org.

‘Created Equal’ at Library
To Salute Legacy of MLK

Marvin Jefferson

FANWOOD — As part of the
co-hosted series of programming,
“Created Equal: America’s Civil
Rights Struggle,” the Fanwood
Memorial Library and the Scotch
Plains Public Library will celebrate
the birthday of Dr.
Martin Luther King,
Jr. as local actor and
historian Marvin
Jefferson portrays
King through first-
person historical char-
acterization. This pro-
gram will be held on
Wednesday, January
14, at 7 p.m., at the
Fanwood Memorial
Library. A question-
and-answer session
will follow the presen-
tation. The library is
located at  5 Forest  Road in
Fanwood.

Dr. King is one of the most cel-
ebrated African-Americans of the
20th century and was known best as
a leader in the United States Civil
Rights movement. A clergyman, ac-
tivist and humanitarian, his honors
include the Nobel Peace Prize,
Presidential Medal of Freedom and
Congressional Gold Medal.

Mr. Jefferson has been building
a national reputation for his por-
trayals of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Paul Robeson and William Clark’s

slave, York, over the past couple of
decades. His appearances include
performances at both the Nevada
and Ohio Chautauqua festivals. He
returns to the Fanwood Memorial
Library by popular demand after

last year’s presentation
as Paul Robeson. Mr.
Jefferson currently
teaches acting at
Bloomfield College and
studied at the Mason
Gross School of the Arts,
Rutgers University.

“Created Equal:
America’s Civil Rights
Struggle” is made pos-
sible through a major
grant from the National
Endowment for the Hu-
manities, as part of its
Bridging Cultures initia-

tive, in partnership with the Gilder
Lehrman Institute of American His-
tory. This series also is supported in
part by the Friends groups of both
the Fanwood Memorial Library and
the Scotch Plains Public Library.

More information about the series
can be found at thejointlibrary.org/
createdequal or on the libraries’
websites, fanwoodlibrary.org and
scotlib.org. All are welcome to these
free events. To register, call either the
Fanwood Library at (908) 322-6400
or the Scotch Plains Library at (908)
322-5007.

IN THE GAME...A child participates in pillo polo at the Westfield Area Y. Pillo
polo is floor hockey using soft equipment. The Y will host a Sports and Play Open
House for children this Sunday, January 4, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., where pillo
polo will be among the featured activities. It will be held at the Main Y Facility,
located at 220 Clark Street, Westfield.

Y Open House Sunday
To Offer Sports, Play
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Area Y will host a Sports and Play
Open House for children this Sun-
day, January 4, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
It will take place in the gym at the
Main Y Facility, located at 220 Clark
Street, Westfield. This event will be
free and open to all.

Children will be able to try the new
and improved climbing wall and en-
joy sports-class samplers such as fenc-
ing and pillo polo, as well as sport skill
stations. They also will be able to do
crafts and romp in the soft-play area.

Information will be available about
camp, childcare education and other Y
programs. A Birthday Party station also
will be included, and a party represen-
tative will be available to discuss theme
ideas and options for throwing a
children’s party. Membership specials
and savings also will be featured.

To learn more about Westfield Area
Y programs, visit westfieldynj.org.
Financial assistance is available for
those who qualify.

duced him to the game one rainy
summer day, and he has been in
love with it ever since.

“It is a continually changing
puzzle in many ways. It challenges
what you could figure out,” said
Mr. White. He compares bridge to a
good game of golf and is always
striving for a new best score; it is a
personal achievement. “I like to see
what I could do better,” he added.

Although the Scotch Plains Du-
plicate Bridge Club does not teach
the game to novices, if people al-
ready know the game, the club wel-
comes all levels of play. Coffee
and light refreshments are served.
There is a $10 fee for each daily
session. Players can come for any
or all of the sessions each week.

For more information, visit
willowgrovechurch.org or call the
Willow Grove Presbyterian Church
office at (908) 232-5678. The
group meets at 1961 Raritan Road,
Scotch Plains, off South Martine
Avenue near the south-side
firehouse. Sessions are open to all
and drop-ins are welcome. Willow
Grove Church is fully handi-
capped-accessible with ample on-
site parking.

FRIEND TO LIONS...Scotch Plains Lions Club Vice-President and Pancake
Breakfast Chairman Ron Kelly presents a Lions’ Certificate of Appreciation to
Olga Rose for all the support she has given the Lions for their pancake breakfasts
over the years. Proceeds from these breakfasts and other Lions Club fundraisers
benefit local charities and community activities. The Lions’ endeavors particu-
larly focus on organizations serving the blind and visually-impaired. Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

JONES

CONSTRUCTION
COMMITTED TO SUPERIOR

QUALITY & CRAFTMANSHIP

908-380-9984
Additons • Alterations • Excavating
Waterproofing • Hardscapes • Decks

NJ LIC # 13VH08056400

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

PAINTING

MARINO’S PAINTING
“The Neatest Painter Around”

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Expert preparation & clean-up

• Paper Hanging & Wall Paper Removal
 • Sheetrock & Trimwork - Powerwashing

• Deck Repairs & Staining - Driveway Seal Coating
• We Clean Windows & Gutters • Hepa Vacuum Sanding

Lic. # 13VH01137900

908-688-0481

Caregivers Group
To Meet Monday

WESTFIELD — A support group
for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones meets on the first
non-holiday Monday of every month
at the parish center of St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church on Lam-
berts Mill Road in Westfield.

These are information and sharing
sessions. The next meeting date is
January 5. For more information, call
Marilyn Ryan at (908) 232-1214.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

LISTENING WITH LOVE...New Imagine Volunteer Facilitators gather upon
completing their training. Pictured, from left to right, are: Back row, Tarajee
Russell, Ronnie Goland, Susan Ibarra, Carol Ann Lisanti, Debbie Tiedrich,
Nancy Stewart, Danielle Palmer, Clinical and Training Director Connie Palmer
and Christina Dengler; middle row, Tina Styranoski, Denise Perrotta, Lisa
Ciarrocca, Janet Barbin and Nancy Grosso, and bottom row, Debbie Kiraly,
graduate intern Corey Wisler, Program Director Mandi Zucker and Sheryl Ann
Machlowitz.

New ‘Loving Listeners’ Join
Imagine’s Facilitator Ranks

WESTFIELD — Fifteen new
“loving listeners” attended Volun-
teer Facilitator Training Decem-
ber 5 to 8 at Imagine, A Center for
Coping with Loss, located at the
First United Methodist Church in
Westfield.

“The training teaches skills that
can be used throughout our life. It
is like stepping into a cocoon, feel-
ing cared for and emerging more
able to care for others,” said Debbie
Kiraly of Short Hills, one of the
volunteers.

The other new volunteers include
Ronnie Goland, Susan Ibarra, Tina
Styranoski and Lisa Ciarrocca, all
of Scotch Plains; Carol Ann Lisanti
of Fanwood; Debbie Tiedrich,
Nancy Stewart, Christina Dengler,
Denise Perrotta, Janet Barbin,
Nancy Grosso and Sheryl Ann
Machlowitz, all of Westfield;
Danielle Palmer of Linden, and
Tarajee Russell of Hillside.

“We are so grateful for this new
group of volunteers. Their com-

mitment and passion for support-
ing people through grief is truly
inspirational and we look forward
to working with them,” said Mandi
Zucker, Imagine program director.

Imagine offers free, year-round
grief support groups for children
ages 3 to 18 who have had a parent
or sibling die, and for families cop-
ing with a loved one with a termi-
nal or chronic illness. Concurrent
groups are available for parents
and guardians, young adults ages
18 to 30, and adults age 30 and up.

Support groups meet on week-
day nights for an hour and a half.
Dinner is provided prior to the
group meeting. To schedule an ori-
entation for oneself or one’s fam-
ily, or for more information, con-
tact Imagine at (908) 264-3100 or
info@imaginenj.org.

The next facilitator training will
take place in spring of 2015. For
information on volunteering, con-
tact volunteer@imaginenj.org or
(908) 264-3100.

January Health Seminars
Set at Borough Library

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library has
announced the dates for two health
seminars that will be held at the
library during January. Both will
take place from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
in the library’s Community Room.

Dr. Orest Pelechaty will be the
presenter for each of the programs.
He is clinic director of the Center
for Integrated Holistic Medicine
in Springfield, where the focus is
on “Comprehensive Natural
Healthcare for the Whole Family.”

The first seminar, entitled “Suc-
cessful Weight Loss,” will take
place on Thursday, January 8. Dur-

ing this program, Dr. Pelechaty
will discuss natural approaches to
health and wellness, with an em-
phasis on successful strategies for
weight loss.

“Stay Healthy For Winter,” the
second seminar, will be held on
Thursday, January 29. For this pro-
gram, Dr. Pelechaty will discuss
natural approaches to maintaining
optimum health throughout the
winter months.

The Mountainside Public Li-
brary is located at 1 Constitution
Plaza. Interested persons are asked
to call the library at (908) 233-
0115 to register for each event.


