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Jeff Gruman for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONTINUOUS MEMBER...The Westfield Leader is one of four businesses
receiving a plaque for being a continuous member of the Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce since the records were kept 40 years ago. Adler's Jewelers, Castle
Bootery and the Weather Shield Aluminum Products were also recognized.
Leader Publisher Horace Corbin, in noting this tribute, said The Leader records
of 1948 when the Chamber was founded indicated the treasurer then was a
Horace Corbin. A coincidence? Pictured, from left to right, are: Darielle Walsh,
board secretary; Chris Devine, chairman; Mr. Corbin; Gene Jannotti, executive
director, and Tim York, board member.
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Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao

908-233-3380
102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

nandcjewelers@gmail.com
Store hours - M T W F & Saturday: 10 to 5:30pm

Thursday: 10 to 7:30pm • Sunday: Closed

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•
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•

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY

ESTATE PLANNING - WILLS AND TRUSTS.
DURABLE POWERS OF ATTORNEY

201 SOUTH AVENUE
WESTFIELD

654-8885

PROBATE AND ESTATE SETTLEMENT

FAMILY LAW

ACCREDITED FAMILY LAW MEDIATOR

Letters to the Editor

Courtesy of Sharon Stockwell
TEARDOWN...The house on 403 Prospect Street in Westfield was torn down by
a developer on December 23. “They tore down the house today. Very sad. While
I stood there taking photos, 3 sets of people in cars stopped to ask me about it.”

Please, Garwood Residents, Let’s
Keep Our New Field Litter Free

About two weeks before Christ-
mas, Garwood residents received a
fantastic present. While we have to
pay for it ourselves (Santa couldn’t
fit it into his pack), I still consider it a
gift and look forward to Garwood
children (and adults) using it for many,
many years to come.

Dedicated on December 14 with
about 100 adults present, and 40 chil-
dren playing on the multi-purpose
field, the Garwood Sports and Recre-
ation Complex is the first municipal
capital facility created for Garwood
residents in over 30 years (The last
one being Borough Hall in 1983!).
We were due! For the first time ever,
our grammar school sports teams will
be able to have home games. Imag-
ine, Garwood actually inviting other
teams to play on OUR field! Children
can play on two new age appropriate
playgrounds; teenagers can play on a
new basketball court, and the
Garwood Baseball League has a state-
of-the-art field with electronic
scoreboard, lights and all the trim-
mings at which they can play tourna-
ment games. Adults can watch the
games, play on the new bocce court,
walk the path through the facility
grounds, and have meetings in the
new community meeting room! Right
here in Garwood.

Alas, I have had residents ask me if
the facility is open. YES, it is! I urge
everyone to come and partake. (I
hear that even some residents who
were vehemently opposed to the
project have stopped by. And they are
welcome!!!) Take a walk, bring the

grandkids to play in the playground
area or play in a pick-up game. The
facilities are ours to enjoy!

I must, however, conclude this up-
date/invitation with a request. While
I know that there isn’t a street or park
in America that doesn’t have some
litter in it (Why must we drop our
garbage everywhere?), I have already
noticed litter on the field. The
Garwood Baseball League volunteers
will continue to maintain the base-
ball field themselves, and our unpar-
alleled seven-member Department of
Public Works crew will maintain the
rest of the site as they always have,
but the quality of the day-to-day ap-
pearance of the outdoor facilities is
up to us.

I urge everyone to tell our children
not to litter, to pick up their garbage
and not leave it on the fields. There
are garbage/recycling cans spread
throughout the complex; I believe
that more will be coming soon. Let’s
not let our new facility look like
Garwood residents don’t take care of
our investments!

Enjoy! Before it snows and we
can’t! And look forward to the indi-
vidual facility dedications in the
spring.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood Councilman

Garwood/Cranford Neighbors Be
Aware of Hidi Development Appeal

As you may know, the developer
application for this property (484
Fourth Ave.) was split into two parts.
The first part was heard and approved
by the Garwood Planning board to
develop nine townhouses on a single-
family zoned lot.

Three Hidi neighbors and two plan-
ning board members claim the part
one approval process was flawed and
thus have appealed the ruling to Su-
perior Court.

One of many issues is that the de-
veloper had not shown hardship or
cause that it was impossible to build
the three homes on that property, as
was previously directed by the plan-
ning board – and as per Garwood’s
zoning and master plans.

Despite that, the planning board
went against its own previous ruling.
Those in attendance are aware of this.

Though step one was approved,
the developer can proceed at his own
risk if this appeal goes against him.
The developer is proceeding with the
second phase of the application.

We objectors feel the appeal claims
are valid and seek a ruling from a
Superior Court judge in Elizabeth.
The character of the neighborhood is
at risk due to this ill-conceived high-

density proposal.
Join us to fight this now. We need

your support. If the time comes,
please share in the costs. We are
fighting for the integrity of the neigh-
borhood and seek for the judge to
rule in the neighborhood’s favor.

Please attend the next Garwood
Planning Board meeting deliberat-
ing on part two. Speak out against it
again. The board meeting will be
held 7:30 p.m., Wednesday, January
14th, 2015 at Borough Hall.

Contact us with any questions:
Bruce Paterson 956-5651

Ileen Bocchino Cuccaro 410-3732
Horace and David Corbin 232-4407

Garwood

Westfield Tree Preservation Ordinance
Needs To Be Updated

Developer Michael Mahoney’s re-
cent letter suggesting revisions to the
current tree preservation ordinance
raises important questions.

As a founding member of the Tree
Preservation Commission in 1999,
we faced the challenge of balancing
individual homeowner’s rights to re-
move the trees on their property with
the desire to maintain the character of
the town so many claim to cherish. It
wasn’t easy.

Unlike Millburn and Metuchen that
require a permit, fee and approval to
perform any tree removal, Westfield
chose a more modest approach that
focused on reviewing properties that
were being developed. That approach
relied upon the cooperation of devel-
opers to honestly state their inten-
tions on the plans they submitted and
to identify the trees they were willing
to save for the aesthetics of the prop-
erty.

However, many developers quickly
learned that it was easier to ‘suggest’
to a homeowner that they remove the
trees before they completed the sale.
Homeowners can perform any tree
removal without permission or re-
view. Once a property is sold and
plans are filed for development the
builder must seek approval to re-
move the trees.

Mr. Mahoney is correct when he
says that saving trees is difficult and

costly. Many trees cannot withstand
the damage from cut roots during
excavation or the compacted soil from
heavy equipment and long standing
dirt piles. His suggestion to replace
the removed trees appears gracious
but we all know that it’s impossible to
replace an 80-foot oak with a 10-foot
replacement.

Not every tree on a property is
worth saving. But specimen samples
and old growth trees are irreplace-
able and should not be arbitrarily
removed solely for convenience.

I doubt there is the desire to create
a new permit and review process for
every tree removal in Westfield. Ab-
sent such a change in attitude, the
council and planning commission
should consider Mr. Mahoney and
other developer recommendations.

Careful replanting and time can
mitigate the loss. Clarence Street was
clear-cut 15 years ago, but careful
replanting has restored the street once
again.

Let’s act thoughtfully and hear
other opinions while we enforce the
existing statute and remind builders
that their best interests are served
when they serve the interests of the
town.

Michael Snizek
Westfield

I Agree Councilman,
We Are Paying For It

This past weekend I took my two
youngest children to the brand spank-
ing new Garwood Athletic Complex
promising they would get to play in
the new playground area. One would
think that $3.2 million would at the
very least live up to the hype of a top-
notch facility where kids would swing
and slide and jump around like they
can at surrounding parks.

Sadly, our high priced, taxpayer-
funded facility pales in comparison
to those other parks, but I was still
hopeful.

Let’s go run around the high tech
$3.2-million field that will surely
make my kids professional athletes.
The same field that we were prom-
ised would be maintained at no extra
cost as part of the DPW every day job
and volunteers giving their time.

Instead the field, just two weeks
after it “opened,” was riddled with
litter. Plastic bottles and wrappers lay
all around like we were venturing
through a garbage dump.

Garwood Councilman Bill
Nierstedt recently wrote that this com-
plex is a Christmas gift. The differ-
ence is that we can return Christmas
gifts that we deem not necessary or a

complete waste of money and re-
sources. He went on to write that we
are paying for it, which is correct, we,
the taxpayers, will be paying for this
for a very long time.

The day prior to its opening cer-
emony, the town had our DPW work
eight hours of overtime to clean up
the facility. In a town where officials
will fine seniors for not bagging
leaves, those same officials find it
acceptable to waste time, money and
resources for their own photo-op.

I do agree with Councilman
Nierstadt and urge residents to use
the facilities as much as possible be-
cause we are paying for it. I also
agree that we must take care of it
because it is quite obvious that our
elected officials and others that prom-
ised to maintain it at no cost have
already abandoned that promise.

If you see others not doing their
part, please call them out or at the
very least notify Councilman
Nierstadt so he can alarm the volun-
teers to show up and maintain ac-
cordingly.

Sal Piarulli
Garwood

Item 2014-12-29 Union County --
Union County Freeholder Chairman-elect
Mohamed S. Jalloh will announce his
initiatives for the New Year during County
Governments Reorganization at the
County Courthouse on Sunday, Jan. 4th.
The event begins at 12 p.m.

Those scheduled to be sworn into new
terms include: County Surrogate James
La Corte, Sheriff Joseph Cryan, immedi-
ate past Freeholder Chairman Christo-
pher Hudak, and Freeholders Angel G.
Estrada and Vernell Wright. Bruce Bergen
is expected to be appointed as Freeholder
vice-chairman.

The Freeholders will also vote to fill
numerous positions on county advisory
boards and to adopt the boards 2015
schedule and more.

Item 2014-12-27 Scotch Plains - The
Scotch Plains Duplicate Bridge Club is
enjoying more than a decade of lively
play at Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church in Scotch Plains. The club meets
every Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thurs-
day afternoons starting at noon, and again
on Wednesday evenings starting at
7:30pm. There are 12 tables available,
each with a four-person game, for enthu-
siasts of the game of Bridge.

Jim White, a retired engineer, is the
coordinator of the Duplicate Bridge Club
at Willow Grove Church. He has been
playing bridge since he was nine years
old.  Jim reflects it is a continually chang-
ing puzzle in many ways. It challenges
what you could figure out. Jim compares
bridge to a good game of golf; he is
always striving for a new best score, it is
a personal achievement.

If you like the game of Clue or work-
ing Sudoku puzzles, bridge is a good
venture. Although the Scotch Plains Du-
plicate Bridge Club does not teach the
game to novices, if people already know
the game, the club welcomes all levels of
play. Coffee and light refreshments are
served, so players can snack while they
play. There is a $10 fee for each daily
session. Players can come for any or all of
the sessions each week.

For more information about the Scotch
Plains Duplicate Bridge Club, visit
www.willowgrovechurch.org or call the
Willow Grove Presbyterian Church of-
fice at (908) 232-5678. The group meets

Posted News Clips At goleader.com
at 1961 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains off
South Martine Avenue near the Southside
fire house. Meetings are open to all and
drop-ins are welcome. Willow Grove
Church is fully handicapped accessible
with ample on-site parking.

Item 2014-12-16 Garwood - The An-
nual Re-organization Meeting of the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Garwood for year 2015 will be held on
Friday, January 2, 2015, at 7:15 p.m., in
the Council Chambers, Municipal Build-
ing, 403 South Avenue, Garwood, NJ.
The public is encouraged to attend.

Additionally, Dog Licenses are due
during the month of January in the Bor-
ough of Garwood. To obtain or renew
your license, visit the municipal clerk's
office at 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
Monday through Friday, between 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Proof of rabies vaccine covering
the entire licensing year is necessary. If
you have any questions, please call (908)
789-0710.
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Bramnick to Host
Healthcare Panel

AREA — Asm. Jon Bramnick (R-
21st, Westfield) announces that a
Healthcare Summit will be held Tues-
day, January 20, at 1 p.m. at Kean
University – STEM Auditorium, Room
221 1000 Morris Avenue, Union.

To reserve a seat, please call Kevin
Logan in the Assembly Republican Of-
fice at (609) 847-3400 or e-mail
KLogan@njleg.org.

The only reason people
get lost in thought is because

it's unfamiliar territory.

witty-quotes.com


