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Runnells Sale, UCC Field Top ‘14 County Stories
Editor’s Note: The following is a

summary of Union County news that
occurred in 2014.

JANUARY
Freeholder Chris Hudak of Linden

was sworn in as chairman of the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers for 2014 at the board’s re-organi-
zation meeting at the Union County
Courthouse in Elizabeth. Freeholder
Mohamed Jalloh of Roselle was
sworn in as vice-chairman.

In addition, Freeholders Linda
Carter of Plainfield and Bette Jane
Kowalski of Cranford were sworn
into new terms along with Sergio
Granados of Elizabeth, who began
his first full three-year term after be-
ing appointed to the board in the fall.

During his chairman’s address,
Freeholder Hudak said as part of his
“Turf and Build” initiative, four new
turf field installations and recreational
improvements, including lights and
track installations, would be con-
structed over the next few years at
Warinanco Park in Roselle, Mattano
Park in Elizabeth, and Madison Av-
enue Park and Rahway River Park in
Rahway.

MARCH
Union County Manager Al Faella

released his executive budget of
$507.4 million with $330.9 million
to be raised in taxes, a $13-million
increase over 2013. Union County’s
proposed budget included a $3-mil-
lion increase in debt service due to
improvements of the Cranford cam-
pus of Union County College.

The county received a 66 percent
recycling rate, which is the highest in
the state.

Clark and Kenilworth joined the
county 9-1-1 dispatch platform. Five
additional dispatch officers were hired
to handle increased call volume.

APRIL
The Freeholders said they would

not fund Union County College’s
(UCC) proposed soccer/lacrosse field
with an athletic track near the rear
entrance of the Cranford campus.

Cranford residents living near
Union County College(UCC) in the
township urged the Freeholders Board
to do all it could to stop the college
from proceeding with constructing a
sports complex at the rear of the
campus on the Cranford/Westfield
border, saying the project would only
make matters worse in the flood-
prone township.

The Freeholders introduced
amendments to the 2014 county bud-
get that placed the tax increase over
last year at $9.5 million for a total tax
levy of $327,061,905 in support of a
budget of $504,985,705. The intro-
duced budget had taxes going up
$13.2 million. Of the total budget,
$175,423,786 was allotted for sala-
ries and wages.

MAY
The Freeholder Board adopted a

$504-million budget that increased
taxes in 15 of the county’s 21 towns.
Overall, the county’s $327.1-million
tax levy was up $9.5 million, the
lowest tax hike in five years.

The freeholders went on record in
opposition to Kean University’s ef-
fort to purchase the now vacant 54-
acre Merck property across the street
from the university at 1011 Morris
Avenue in Union. The freeholders
are opposed to Kean’s acquisition of

the property as it would take over a
million dollars off the tax rolls since
the university does not pay taxes.

Union County’s sale of Runnells
Specialized Hospital was moving into
the final stages with Center Manage-
ment Group LLC agreeing to pur-
chase the 43-acre Berkeley Heights
property for $26 million.

JUNE
In the Democratic Primary, Union

County Surrogate James La Corte of
Union fought back a challenge from
Jerome Dunn of Hillside. No Repub-
lican filed for surrogate.

The leadership at the Union County
Juvenile Detention Center in Linden
underwent a shakeup following the
arrest of a former juvenile detention
officer. Sherrie Brown-Braswell, 37,
of Raleigh, N.C., was charged with
engaging in a sexual relationship with
a teenage detainee over the course of
nearly a year.

 Greg Lyons, superintendent of the
detention center, retired effective July
1, and Assistant Director Tina
Matlock resigned. George
Blaskiewicz, assistant director of the
county’s Department of Corrections,
assisted Human Services Director
Frank Guzzo in overseeing the de-
tention center on an interim basis.

JULY
The Freeholders approved two

agreements with Plainfield as well as
the Plainfield Rescue Squad to place
an ambulance at the rescue squad and
to provide emergency medical ser-
vices for the city.

Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich died at the age of 83 after a
short illness.  He had served as sheriff
since 1978.

The Freeholder Board approved
the hiring of outside attorneys to rep-
resent 10 defendants in the case
brought by the family of a teenager
who was sexually assaulted by a ju-
venile detention officer while de-
tained at the Union County Juvenile
Detention Center in 2012. The free-
holders approved $100,000 in fund-
ing at $10,000 each per defendant.

AUGUST
The County Clerk’s office moved

ahead with plans to create an election
app for smart phones.

Undersheriff Vincent DeTrolio an-
nounced he would retire after 36 years
in the sheriff’s department, the last
13 years as undersheriff.

Michael Frank, a 27-year veteran
of the Union County Sheriff’s Office
(UCSO), was sworn in as the new
undersheriff.

SEPTEMBER
Union County Republican Chair-

man Glenn Mortimer announced that
Michael Ince would be the Republi-
can candidate for county sheriff.
Democrat Joseph Cryan, the acting
sheriff, announced his candidacy.

The Freeholders approved, on sec-
ond reading, a $38.7-million bond
ordinance to fund the county’s capi-
tal program.  The acquisition of a
Cooper Road single-family home
next to the county-owned Ponderosa
Park in Scotch Plains and the reha-
bilitation of the Warinanco Skating
Center are funded in the ordinance.

OCTOBER
The freeholders approved a memo-

randum of understanding with
Hudson County for an intergovern-
mental transfer of Diana Youst, the

director of Hudson County’s Juve-
nile Detention Center, to run the
Union County Juvenile Detention
Center.

Clark residents living near the
Rahway border complained about a
county-Rahway agreement to con-
struct a sports facility at Rahway River
Park.

NOVEMBER
 Acting Sheriff Joe Cryan  defeated

Republican Michael Ince of Garwood
in the race for sheriff. Incumbent
Democratic Freeholders Chris Hudak
of Linden, Angel Estrada of Eliza-
beth,  and Vernell Wright of Union,
were re-elected over the lone Repub-
lican candidate, P. Mark Martini of
Westfield. Democrats will continue
to hold a 9-to-0 majority on the free-
holder board.

County Surrogate James LaCorte
of Union, a Democrat, was unop-
posed for a fourth term.

The Union County Freeholder
Board approved an agreement with
Runnells Property, LLC, an affili-
ate of Center Management, LLC, to
lease back the 44-bed Cornerstone
psychiatric unit at Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital after the county
completes the sale of Runnells to
Flushing, N.Y.-based Center Man-
agement.

The board approved a new five-
year contract with KemperSports to
manage the Ash Brook and Gallop-
ing Hill golf courses at a cost of
$509,724, which is around $100,000
lower than the previous contract. The

Off-Peak PM Direct Service
On Raritan to Start Jan. 12

A BUSY YEAR...  The Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders honored their outgoing Chairman Christopher Hudak,
center,  for his year at the helm of county government with a plaque in honor of his "Strong Government and Strong
Services" per his Chairman's initiatives for 2014. Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh will assume the chairmanship for 2015 at
the county’s reorganization on Sunday, January 4 at the Union County Courthouse.

county will receive 7 percent of the
gross revenue from the pro shop and
from all food and beverage sales.

DECEMBER
The freeholders approverd the sale

of Runnells Specalized Hospital to
Center Management Group.

The board approved an agreement
with Hudson County to accept all of
Hudson’s detainees from its juvenile
detention center. Those youthful of-
fenders will now be housed at Union
County’s 76-bed detention center in
Linden.

Hudson will pay Union County
$230 per day in 2015 and $240 per
day in 2016 per detainee.

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

Mayors Council Signs
Flood Mitigation Agreement

REGION – Raritan Valley Line
(RVL) riders will get the long awaited
off peak evening direct trains to New
York Penn Station beginning Janu-
ary 12. The announcement from the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition (RVRC)
had special significance since the di-
rect evening service was previously
cancelled by NJ Transit.

“The Coalition launched a public
information campaign, including pub-
lic meetings, and worked closely with
NJ Transit to get this important second
phase of direct train service on the
RVL,” said Peter Palmer, RVRC chair-
man and Somerset County Freeholder.
“But, we’re only halfway toward our
goal of full mid-town direct service.”

The NJ Transit decision to imple-
ment the evening service came after
securing funding from the North Jer-
sey Transportation Planning Author-
ity (NJTPA). Union County Free-
holder Bette Jane Kowalski empha-
sized the importance of the decision.

“We appreciate the support from
the NJTPA on this issue. The cost of
expanding the one-seat ride on the
RVL is low compared with the enor-
mous payback in terms of economic
development, improved property val-
ues and the productivity of our com-
muting workforce,” Freeholder
Kowalski said.

It is expected that there will be four
weekday evening direct trains leav-
ing New York Penn Station between
9 p.m. and midnight, with the exact
time still to be published. The morn-
ing off peak direct trains  currently

run between 8:43 a.m. and 4:25 p.m.
The ultimate goal of the RVRC,

which has championed the one-seat
direct train service to New York City
since 1998, is full mid-town direct
service. Currently, riders on peak hour
trains still have to transfer in Newark.
Members of the RVRC continue to
meet regularly with NJ Transit offi-
cials to accomplish the goal.

“We understand the complex na-
ture of implementing these changes,”
said Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr,
who heads the RVRC Mayors’ Coali-
tion. “However, our first responsibil-
ity is to the residents of every town on
the RVL and making sure they are
treated fairly in the transit system.”

REGION — The Mayors Council
Rahway River Watershed Flood Con-
trol, looking towards progress on
flood mitigation in 2015, has agreed
to sign an inter-local agreement that
will provide authorization to con-
tinue to work together to implement
a regional plan to mitigate flooding
along the Rahway River.

During Hurricane Irene the region
was impacted by over $100 million
of damages. Since 2013, the commu-
nities of Kenilworth, Millburn,
Rahway, Maplewood, Orange,
Garwood, Union, Springfield, and
Cranford have been working coop-
eratively with the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers and the New Jersey State
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection to develop a plan to bring
flood mitigation to residents and busi-
nesses.

In 2014, the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers agreed to focus its work on
a plan that would modify the Orange
Reservoir to provide more flood stor-
age during a peak storm; make sig-

nificant improvements to the river
channel from Lenape and through
Cranford; and develop new storage
in Rahway. Ten different alterna-
tives were narrowed down to one.
This was achieved after a significant
regional dialogue of whether or not
a detention basin would be con-
structed in the South Mountain Res-
ervation.

The mayors of the communities
visited Washington, D.C. in Septem-
ber where they received strong sup-
port from New Jersey’s congressional
delegation. Also, the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers informed the mayors
that the project became eligible to be
included in the President’s next fiscal
year budget.

The Mayors Council will be focus-
ing attention on the plan before the
Governor and New Jersey State Leg-
islature to advocate now that a plan
has consensus, more timely federal
and state support is required to get it
to construction prior to any next sig-
nificant storm.

Assembly OKs Expanding
Use of Drug OD Antidote

TRENTON – Assembly Repub-
licans have approved legislation
sponsored by Assemblywoman
Nancy Munoz (R-21st, Summit)
to allow more first responders and
other healthcare professionals to
administer drug overdose anti-
dotes and protects them from li-
ability.

“Every second counts when react-
ing to an overdose situation,” said
Asw. Muñoz, a registered nurse. “Al-
lowing more first responders and
other professionals to administer this
critical first aid will help prevent more
unnecessary heroin-related trag-
edies.”

Currently, under the “Overdose
Prevention Act,” healthcare practi-
tioners and pharmacists are protected
from liability when prescribing, dis-
pensing, or administering an opioid
overdose antidote. This bill, A-3720,
would expand the list of people au-

thorized to administer a potentially
life-saving antidote and provide them
immunity from liability.

Under the bill, opioid antidotes
would be administered by sterile sy-
ringe access program employees, law
enforcement officials, emergency
medical technicians, and other emer-
gency responders. In addition to
heroin, opioids include drugs such as
hydrocodone, oxycodone and co-
deine.

A recent national trend of rising
heroin overdose deaths across demo-
graphic groups has been reflected in
New Jersey. Last year, more than 500
residents died from heroin overdoses
– nearly double the number reported
in 2010.

Twenty-nine states and the District
of Columbia have implemented laws
making it easier for responders to
give life saving antidotes to reverse
overdoses.


