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County Deer Hunt to Start
This Monday, January 5

COUNTY — The Union County
Department of Parks and Recreation
has released details of its annual
deer management program, which
will begin this Monday morning,
January 5, in four county parks and
one municipal park. The program
will operate in the Watchung Reser-
vation, the Summit portion of Passaic
River Park, Ash Brook Reservation,
Lenape Park and the Hawk Rise
Sanctuary.

Browsing for food by large num-
bers of deer has caused a loss of
forest understory in park areas
throughout the northeastern United
States. The overpopulation of deer
threatens the survival of the plant
and animal communities that are
important to the ecology of these
parks, according to a county press
release.

Forest ecologists recommend a
density of 20 per square mile in a
healthy hardwood forest and as low
as five per square mile in a forest that
has been heavily damaged by brows-
ing. Spotlight counts conducted by
the county in April suggested 2014-
2015 over wintering densities of about
45 deer per square mile in the
Watchung Reservation, 53 per mile
in and around Ash Brook Reserva-
tion, and over 200 per square mile in
and around Lenape and Nomahegan
Parks.

An analysis completed by the
county in 2011 showed that roads
bordering Lenape and Nomahegan
Parks had some of the highest num-
bers of deer-car collisions in the
county. And in Hawk Rise Sanctu-
ary in Linden, over browsing by
deer is threatening the survival of
hundreds of native plants intro-
duced with the recent construction
of a boardwalk, according to the
release.

Since 1995, marksmen in the
County of Union’s state-regulated
deer management program have re-
duced the population of white-tailed
deer in the Watchung Reservation

substantially. In 2005, hunting was
initiated in Ash Brook Reservation
and in 2006 in portions of Passaic
River Park in Summit. Three years
ago, hunters harvested deer from
Lenape Park for the first time. And
last year the county began to admin-
ister deer management in Linden’s
Hawk Rise Sanctuary as a shared
service.

The Watchung Reservation spans
over 2,000 acres in Springfield,
Mountainside, Scotch Plains, Sum-
mit, Berkeley Heights and Watchung.
Passaic River Park spans 287 acres in
Berkeley Heights, New Providence
and Summit. Lenape Park covers 403
acres of land in Cranford, Kenilworth,
Union, Springfield and Westfield. The
Ash Brook Reservation encompasses
667 acres in Scotch Plains and Clark.
And the Hawk Rise Sanctuary in-
cludes about 45 acres of forest in
Linden.

The Union County deer manage-
ment program will operate on Mon-
days from January 5 to February 9.
Because of the Dr. Martin Luther
King holiday, hunting will occur on
Wednesday, January 21 instead of
Monday, January 19. In the event of
inclement weather on any other Mon-
day, the hunting activity will be
moved to Wednesday that week. If
Wednesday brings inclement
weather, the hunting will be moved
to Friday. Hunters will be in the
parks from 5 a.m. until after dark,
but shooting may occur only during
daylight hours.

Thirty-six marksmen have been
chosen by the county from among
experienced, licensed hunters. Sev-
enty percent of the hunters have
previously participated in Union
County’s program, and all are serv-
ing on a voluntary basis, accord-
ing to the county press release.
The hunters will be wearing or-
ange hats or vests and will hunt the
deer from elevated positions, at
least 20 feet up in the trees, over
baited sites.

The hunters may keep any deer
carcasses that they harvest. Many of
the deer will be processed at a state-
approved butcher and the venison
will be donated to the needy and
homeless through the Community
FoodBank of New Jersey.

The deer management program
will be supervised by Union County
Police and the New Jersey Division
of Fish and Wildlife. Anyone found
hunting on any county park prop-
erty outside the terms of this pro-
gram will be prosecuted to the full-
est extent of the law. Citizens ob-
serving any such illegal activity are
urged to immediately contact the
Union County Police at (908) 654-
9800.

These parks will not be closed
during the deer management pro-
gram; however, portions of some
roadways inside the park may be
closed for short periods if neces-
sary. Park patrons are urged to
stay on the marked hiking, walk-
ing and bridle trails. Patrons also
are urged to keep pets restrained
on a leash.

For further information, go to the
county’s website at ucnj.org/commu-
nity/parks-community-renewal/wild-
life-management/deer/ or contact the
Union County Department of Parks
and Recreation at (908) 789-3682.
Hunters interested in joining this pro-
gram in a future year can get onto a
mailing list for applications through
the website.

RVSA Considers Food
Waste Treatment

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The Board of Com-
missioners of the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority (RVSA) discussed
processing food waste at its meeting
on December 18. Concerns were ex-
pressed about this material upsetting
the bacteriological balance in the
RVSA’s digester.

Jim Meehan, the Authority’s ex-
ecutive director, said the volume of
the plant serves as a buffer against
that, and if necessary, the digesters
could be reseeded with material from
a system nearby. When questioned,
he said that each truckload would be
tested for “priority pollutants” and
right now they could accept every-
thing but fats and grease.

According to Dennis Estis of
Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith and Davis,
the Authority’s counsel, acceptance of
these materials requires just a few words
to be changed by the New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Protection.

The board informally expressed its
concern and disappointment that the
state Assembly had passed the “Wa-
ter Infrastructure Protection Act” (A-
3628). The Senate also passed the
bill. The RVSA and several other
organizations opposed the bill be-
cause they felt it lacked adequate
oversight of turning over of authori-
ties to corporations.

The board decided to replace, rather

than refurbish, the covers on the di-
gesters. They will be using a rubber
membrane cover and have a design
contract to CDM Smith of Edison for
$50,000. The contract also addresses
improvements to the waste gas burner
system. Mr. Meehan said in an infor-
mal post-meeting conversation that
use of the waste gas burner should be
much reduced, as RVSA’s ability to
utilize digester-produced methane is
continuing to improve.

A closed session was held during
the meeting. It was described in the
minutes as relating to co-generation
litigation.

A Treatment Works Application
(TWA) also was approved for the
construction of a 56-unit townhouse
development on the property of
Shackamaxon Country Club in
Scotch Plains.

A post-meeting follow-up ques-
tion with Mr. Meehan on Springfield’s
purchase of flow rights indicated little
progress on this issue at this time.

An informal conversation with
RVSA Engineer John Buonocore
revealed that this was likely the last
board meeting to be held out of the
regular conference room, which had
been damaged by flooding in the
late spring. He said that the arrival
of furniture was all that was pre-
venting its use, and the furniture
was scheduled to arrive in early
January.

Lance to Kerry: Bring
Chesimard to Justice

FLEMINGTON — Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) has sent a letter to
Secretary of State John Kerry insist-
ing that the extradition of fugitive
Joanne Chesimard be included in any
attempt to normalize relations with
Cuba. Cuba granted Chesimard po-
litical asylum in 1984.

“Despite numerous appeals over
the years from New Jersey and fed-
eral officials to return Chesimard back
to the United States to serve the re-
mainder of her sentence, the Castro
regime has remained intransigent,”
the letter reads. “I write to request
that the Obama Administration work
toward the extradition of U.S. fugi-
tive Joanne Chesimard from commu-
nist Cuba immediately.”

Chesimard was a member of the
Black Liberation Army who was
found guilty in 1977 of murdering
New Jersey State Trooper Werner
Foerster and critically injuring an-
other state law enforcement officer.
She was sentenced to life in prison,
but two years later escaped from the
Clinton Correctional Facility for

Women in Hunterdon County, New
Jersey. She was granted political asy-
lum by Cuba and is currently on the
FBI’s Most Wanted Terrorist List.

“Any attempt by the Obama Ad-
ministration to normalize relations
with Cuba must include the extradi-
tion of Joanne Chesimard back to
New Jersey so that she can face jus-
tice and serve out her sentence,” the
letter concluded.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil met on the evening of December
23 at which time outgoing Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi thanked the de-
partment heads and personnel who
worked with her for the past four
years.

At the agenda meeting, Council
President Ann Tarantino reported on
attempts to alleviate the municipal
parking problems. She said permit
parking for residents has been rec-
ommended on certain streets and two-
hour parking for shoppers.

The police department has con-
ducted a survey in an effort to pro-
vide parking for residents and better
control of the commuter parking. The
results have been forwarded to the
council’s parking committee. The
following schedule of designated resi-
dential preferred parking zones was
recommended to the committee by
Police Chief Bruce Underhill: Sec-
ond Avenue, the 10, 100, 200, 300
and 400 blocks from the Cranford
border to North Maple Street, both
north and south sides; Third Avenue,
the 10, 100, 200, 300, 400 and 500
blocks from the Cranford border to
North Maple Street, both north and
south sides; North Maple Street, 100,
200, 300 blocks, both east and west
sides; Cedar Street, 100, 200 and 300
blocks, both east and west sides, and
North Oak Street, 100, 200 and 300
blocks, both east and west sides.
Winslow Place and Anchor Place are
already designated.

Willow Avenue, 200, 300 and 400
blocks, north and south sides; Myrtle
Avenue, 200, 300 and 400 blocks,
north and south sides; West Street,
200 and 300 blocks, east and west
sides; Center Street, 200 and 300
blocks, east and west sides; East
Street, 100, 200 and 300 blocks, east
and west sides; East Street, 100, 200
and 300 blocks, east and west sides;
South Oak Street, 100, 200 and 300
blocks East and West sides.

Ms. Tarantino said that five extra
spaces have been designated for
commuter parking at Kennedy Plaza
on North Avenue at the train station.
She said the possible fees would be
$300 annually for residents and $400
for non-residents. A police depart-
ment spokesman said shopper park-
ing would have a two-hour limit.
These recommendations have not
yet been put into law. Ms. Tarantino
said, “We are still negotiating for
spots.”

Also at the agenda meeting, Coun-
cilwoman Sara Todisco said that
Stephen Greeet, the borough’s repre-
sentative to the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority, reported to her that
the borough’s rate would increase

next year by 17 percent or $90,000,
which could cause a rise in taxes for
homeowners. “Garwood is the small-
est municipality,” she said. “It doesn’t
seem right,” she added.

Councilman William Nierstedt
said, “Could Don explain the BODs
(biological oxygen demands) and
why it would go up?”

Municipal Engineer Don
Guarriello said BOD5 (a five-day lab
test after collecting a refrigerated
composite sample over time) tells
how contaminated the sewage is.
Borough Attorney Robert Renaud
said, “The system which measures
capabilities is not precise. There is a
5-percent discrepancy. The difference
is that the BOD5 are not constantly
measured. One bad sample will throw
off your quantity for the year. Up by
17 percent is almost impossible.
Something is radically wrong.”

At the regular meeting, the coun-
cil adopted an ordinance amend-
ing group medical benefits for the
municipal employees. The ordi-
nance says the borough will pro-
vide a dental plan through the State
Health Benefits Dental Plan. The
borough will pay 100 percent of
the cost for a Dental Plan Organi-
zation, or DPO, for an employee
and dependents. If the employee
wishes to participate in the dental
plan the employee will pay 50 per-
cent of the premium cost through a
payroll deduction. The ordinance
also repeals the stipend on a waiver
of the group medical insurance
coverage in its entirety.

The re-organization meeting of the
governing body will be  tomorrow,
Friday, January 2, in the council cham-
bers at 7:15 p.m.
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Creating Healthy Smiles

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group
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www.kidsandsmiles.com • 908-232-1231
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Dentistry for infants, children,
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•

Specializing in comforting
fearful children

•

Laser Dentistry•

Oral Conscious Sedation•

We offer IV Sedation and
General Anesthesia services
by Board Certified  Pediatric
Anesthesiologists in the dental
office or hospital setting

•

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
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Bill Would Extend
Expiration Dates
On Some Permits

TRENTON – Bipartisan legisla-
tion sponsored by Assembly Demo-
crats, including Jerry Green (D-22nd,
Plainfield), to extend expiration dates
for certain state and local permits has
been signed into law.

The bill includes permits such as
wetlands permits, treatment works
approvals, on-site wastewater dis-
posal permits, stream encroachment
permits, flood hazard area permits,
highway access permits, and numer-
ous waivers and variances.

“As a result of the recent reces-
sion, once-approved permits are in
danger of expiring or lapsing be-
cause gaining permit extensions is
difficult and costly, and developers
do not have the resources to obtain
extensions,” Mr. Green said. “By
extending permits with this law, we
can prevent a waste of public and
private resources.”

The new law (A-3815) will extend
for one year the expiration dates of
certain permits pursuant to the “Per-
mit Extension Act of 2008.” The law
originally suspended the running of
certain government approvals until
July 1, 2010. A 2012 law extended
the end date to December 31, 2014.
This bill will further extend the date
to December 31, 2015.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Bill Prohibiting
Unsolicited Text

OK’d by Assembly
TRENTON – Legislation prohib-

iting telecommunications companies
from sending unsolicited advertising
by text messaging and charging a fee,
unless expressly permitted by the
consumer, has been unanimously
approved by the Assembly. The bill,
A-617, is sponsored by Assembly
Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-
21st, Westfield).

“This pro-consumer bill safe-
guards the cell phone owner from
receiving unsolicited marketing
without their consent. Unwanted
texts can be costly and frustrating to
the consumer who has no idea how
this personal information was ob-
tained. Receiving unauthorized text
messages is a distraction consumers
do not want or appreciate,” Asm.
Bramnick said.

The bill also requires any telecom-
munications company that sells text
messaging services to offer an option
allowing customers to block all in-
coming and outgoing text messages.

Freeholders to Hold
Re-organization Event
COUNTY — Union County Free-

holder Chairman-elect Mohamed  Jalloh
will announce his initiatives for the New
Year during county’s  re-organization at
the County Courthouse this Sunday, Janu-
ary 4. The event begins at noon. Those
scheduled to be sworn into new terms
include: County Surrogate James La
Corte, Sheriff Joseph Cryan, and Free-
holders  ChrisHudak, Angel Estrada
and Vernell Wright. Bruce Bergen is
expected to be appointed as Free-
holder vice-chairman.
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Garwood Discusses Permit
Parking on Borough Streets


