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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

2014 Year In Review: June Through December

Photo courtesy of Judy Lynch
2014-07-03: OCEAN RESCUE…Chris
Moffitt, a fifth-grade teacher at Park
Middle School in Scotch Plains and a
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, rescued two boys from
the ocean in Surf City.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
2014-07-24: UNFINISHED BUSINESS...The pavilion in Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains sits unfinished and unusable this summer. The Scotch Plains
Recreation Department chose a metal pavilion in the hopes that it would deter
vandals.

Lisa Hagen for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
2014-06-26: FLYING HIGH...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School, Class of
2014, toss their caps in the air at the conclusion of the graduation ceremony held
June 19 at Perry Tyson Field.

The board of adjustment approved
an amended application to erect a 25,601-
square-foot building on Springfield Av-
enue on the Westfield border that will be
the new home for the Westfield Veteri-
nary Group.

Eric Larson was hired as the board of
education’s newest business administra-
tor. The position is part of a shared inter-
local agreement between the
Mountainside and Garwood school dis-
tricts. Mr. Larson would work in
Mountainside three days a week and
Garwood two days a week.

Mountainside Board of Education in-
cumbent Dante Gioia was unopposed in
his reelection bid for his seat. No one
filed for the second open board seat by
the state’s filing deadline for school board
seats.

Regional
A proposal to build a new oil pipeline

stretching from Albany, N.Y. to Linden,
and passing through parts of Union
County, including Fanwood, Scotch
Plains, Cranford and Westfield, roused
the ire of local environmental groups.
The 180-mile, $800-million, bi-direc-
tional Pilgrim Pipeline would transport
Bakken shale oil to the Phillips 66 Bayway
refinery in Linden.

AUGUST
Westfield

The town council approved a bid from
Utility Service Incorporated (USI) of
Rahway for various road improvements
around town in the amount of $1,082,759.

Lisa Varandas, owner of the Gatehouse,
in the historic Wychwood area of
Westfield, caused controversy after she
revealed plans to rebuild following a fire
at the Gatehouse. She said her options
were a subdivision where there would be
two “sister houses” of around 3,500 square
feet built, or to demolish what remained
of the Gatehouse and to build a house of
around 7,000 to 8,000 square feet, which
would then be sold.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea said
the town is spending $1.5 million on
municipal road resurfacing projects in
addition to work to be completed by the
county.

Cranford
A debate over the health of “Old

Peppy,” the some 200-year-old
Pepperidge tree situated in Lincoln Park,
was put forth at the township committee’s
August 11 workshop meeting. Profes-
sionals had said the tree was decaying.

Cranford schools saw a new face in the
halls this year, a school resource officer.
Detective Matthew Nazzaro was selected
as the school resource officer. He would
split his time between all the schools in
the community during school hours.

Scotch Plains
Township officials said they would

move forward on installation of a new
roof at the 250-year-old historic club-
house at The Shady Rest at Scotch Hills
golf course, and hoped to have it in place
before winter weather set in.

The township council voted to ap-
prove new parking restrictions on Home-
stead Terrace near Brunner Elementary
School in an effort to increase traffic
safety and student safety.

Fanwood
The borough council rejected bids re-

ceived for the curbside collection of
recyclables.

The council contemplated increasing
the annual fee to park at the Fanwood
Train Station to as high as $800 for non-
residents, while slightly lowering the an-
nual rate to $350 for borough residents.
All permits currently are held by Fanwood
and Scotch Plains residents.

At the next council meeting, Mayor
Colleen Mahr announced that the council
was tabling the resolution to increase the
parking permits for out-of-towners for
the time being.

The bidding process for the skateboard
park at Forest Road Park moved into a
second round after initial bids exceeded
the borough’s budget requirements. Four
bids for the park were submitted, but
none were accepted. The borough coun-
cil established an estimated budget for
the skate park of $242,000.

Garwood
A New Jersey State Superior Court

judge removed Councilman Jim Mathieu
as an individual defendant in a lawsuit
brought by Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma that also named the borough,
the mayor and borough council.

Cranford was working with a new en-
gineering firm to explore widening the
Orchard Brook, Garwood Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi told the borough council, but
Borough Engineer Don Guarriello said
he thought any plans probably would
need new approval from the state.
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Mountainside
Councilman William Lane reported that

the fire department had proposed chang-
ing the term of the fire chief from the
current one-year term to three years. Fire
department members also had proposed
having the two deputy chiefs elected by
the members rather than having one ap-
pointed position reserved for the former
chief.

Council members adopted an ordinance
to regulate political contributions in the
borough.

SEPTEMBER
Westfield

Eighty firefighters from nine towns
assisted Westfield firefighters in extin-
guishing a four-alarm fire in the Village
Plaza strip mall at 1004 to 1008 South
Avenue on the Scotch Plains border. The
fire caused damage to five of the seven
businesses and destroyed two of them —
JK Nail and Karate ‘N’ Motion.

The planning board gave unanimous
support to a construction application for
Adam’s Tavern at 115 Elm Street and an
addition with new parking at 352and 354
South Avenue.

Scotch Plains
Councilman William Vastine chas-

tised Councilwoman Colleen Gialanella
for waiting until September — “eight
months into this process” — to speak
about a revised capital bond ordinance.

Shackamaxon Country Club an-
nounced that construction had begun on
a new pool complex that was slated to
open in the summer of 2015.

Law enforcement officials said a 48-
year-old father, Jens Eberling, killed his
11-year-old son, Thomas, then attempted
without success to set his Jerusalem Road
house on fire before killing himself.

Township officials revealed they
would look into alternative transporta-
tion options for commuters who park at
the Fanwood train station in the wake
of the Fanwood Borough Council’s ef-
fort — since tabled — to raise the
annual parking fee for non-Fanwood
residents.

A resolution authorizing the engineer-
ing firm of Hatch Mott MacDonald,
which also serves as the township engi-
neer, to begin environment evaluations
and clean-up efforts at the former Terry-
Lou Zoo property was voted down by a
3-to-2 council vote after concerns were
raised about the cost and about provi-
sions for state reimbursement of much
of the cost.

The BOE congratulated the district’s
maintenance staff for its work completed
over the summer. This work included
completing the new science lab at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS),
installation of new HVAC units in many
of the buildings and refinishing and re-
painting the SPFHS gym floor.

Darren Watsky was named the new
supervisor of technology. Kristina
Morano is the new assistant principal at
Park Middle School.

Executive Assistant to the Superin-
tendent Sally Rowland’s retirement was
announced. She had been employed by
the district for 23 years.

Fanwood
An architectural proposal was heard

by the council for a main façade re-
placement for the Patricia M. Kuran
Cultural Arts Center, also known to
residents as the Carriage House.

Mike Bange of American Water re-
ported that pipe replacements, as well
as cleaning and lining of the mains in
Fanwood on Martine Avenue from
South Avenue to Trenton Avenue, were
finished. Mr. Bange confirmed that due
to cost overruns, American Water would
have to return in April to clean and
reline mains east of Martine. Those
streets will have service throughout the
winter, but will not see improved water
pressure until spring.

A resolution to transfer the liquor
license from the former Sun Tavern in
Fanwood to Fangill, LLC, was passed.

Garwood
The council said the baseball field

needed to be re-graded and the basket-
ball courts resurfaced at the Athletic
Field Complex due to ponding in those
areas.

The board of education approved an
expenditure of $372,794 from its capi-
tal reserve fund to pay for repairs to
Washington School on East Street, cur-
rently being used for day care and pre-
school by the Westfield Area Y. The
need for the repairs developed when a
ceiling in one classroom fell in the early
morning hours, and an inspection re-
vealed asbestos.

Cranford
Construction was to begin on High

Street to install new water pipes under-
ground for storm water storage. Some
township committee members ques-
tioned if this was a “Band-Aid” or a
permanent fix to flooding in the area.

Residents of Sailer and Scherer
Streets, which are off of North Avenue,
said they had experienced an infestation
of rats. The Westfield Regional Board of
Health disagreed with the term “infesta-
tion,” and said the health department
found two rat holes in the area.

The Cranford Planning Board denied,
by a 8-0 vote, Emanuel Nimrud’s appli-
cation to permit construction of a new
multi-use building and parking lot at
496 Centennial Avenue. Mr. Nimrud
was looking to redevelop the site that
once housed Arnold’s Pest Control and
two apartments that were destroyed by a
fire.

Garwood Borough Council members
Bill Nierstedt and Sara Todisco asked
the township committee about the flood-
control program for the Orchard Brook.
The Orchard Brook is connected to the
Garwood Brook, which has flooded resi-
dential neighborhoods in Garwood.

Mountainside
The borough council approved the pur-

chase of two additional new police ve-
hicles, one of which will contain auto-
matic license plate reader (ALPR) tech-
nology.

The borough’s fire department said it
was considering changing the term limit
for the fire chief from one year to a three-
year term.

OCTOBER
Westfield

At the behest of restaurant owners in
the downtown, the Downtown Westfield
Corporation said it would consider ex-
tending the summer jazz nights for an
additional week in September.

The Westfield Town Council passed
on first reading an ordinance that effec-
tively bans smoking on all municipal
park grounds and facilities.

Seven schools in the district were
presented with an Energy Star Label
award by the Environmental Protection
Agency program.

The report on violence, vandalism
and HIB (harassment, intimidation and
bullying) in the district from January 1
to June showed that all incidents were
down.

The planning board approved the
renovation and rehabilitation of the
former Norris Chevrolet building.
Redcom Design and Construction, cur-
rently headquartered on Elmer Street,
will be the new owners and tenants of
the North Avenue building.

The board of education faced scath-
ing criticism from the teachers, admin-
istrators and coaches who are colleagues
of Joe Marino, the Westfield High
School Girls Varsity Basketball coach,
who was informed that he would not be
rehired. Mr. Marino had been the coach
for the past 15 years, and last year had
a winning season.

Town Attorney Russell Finestein said
he contacted the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office which said the of-
fice had not undertaken an investiga-
tion into the bidding process and the
acquisition of the Westfield Police
Department’s Mobile Command Cen-
ter. Westfield resident Greg Kasko had
questioned the town council regarding
the purchase of the command center
and its use during the Super Bowl held
in New Jersey.

Cranford
Residents questioned the township

committee’s decision to hire a part-time,
contracted township engineer versus hir-
ing a full-time staffer.

As the fire department bid farewell to
Fire Captains Frank Genova and Dan
Thorn, who served more than 25 years
with the department, it made six appoint-
ments, effective November 1, to the de-
partment.

Scotch Plains
Frustrations boiled over again among

residents and members of the township
council about conditions at Brookside
Park and the status of the nearly-com-
pleted pavilion there.

The zoning board of adjustment gave
its approval for the Jewish Community
Center (JCC) on Martine Avenue to in-
stall a second outdoor swimming pool for
use by infants and children.

The council honored Christopher
Moffitt, a teacher in the local school
district, for his life-saving efforts in late
June on Long Beach Island when he
rescued two swimmers in distress.

Two weeks before the municipal elec-
tions, the township council spent time at
its business meeting discussing several

issues that had become bones of conten-
tion in the campaign. Those topics in-
cluded the possibility of disbanding the
recreation commission, and the munici-
pal government’s use of local contractors
versus contractors associated with coop-
eratives that have often offered lower
rates.

Fanwood
The police department announced park-

ing permit fees would remain the same in
2015 as in 2014 for all commuters.

The Fanwood Borough Council heard
a presentation from H2M Associates, a
consulting firm specializing in design
and engineering, detailing proposed zon-
ing changes along the South Avenue cor-
ridor to attract developers to the area by
making the development process more
efficient.

The second set of construction bids for
the skateboard park planned for Forest
Road Park came in higher than budgeted.
The borough council rejected the first set
of bids, when bids came in higher than the
budgeted amount.

The recreation commission made live
on its website a survey asking for resi-
dents’ opinions on where they would
prefer to have improvements in parks and
facilities in the community.

Donald Parisi, chairman of the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Consolidation
Study Commission (FSPCSC), explained
that a Request for Proposals process re-
sulted in two bids from consultants who
could perform such a study. The first bid
came in at $75,000, the second was
$100,000.

Garwood
The planning board faced a legal

challenge from two of its own members
and two other residents over its deci-
sion to approve a zoning variance that
would allow nine town homes to be
built in a single-family area at the north
end of Walnut Street across Fourth Av-
enue.

The board voted unanimously to have
H2M Associates of Parsippany con-
duct an “In Need of Redevelopment”
study for the largely abandoned Casale
Sheet Metal and Petro Plastics proper-
ties on South Avenue.

The board of education and teachers’
union reached an impasse in collective
bargaining negotiations and would pro-
ceed to mediation to resolve the dis-
pute.

The board heard from about a dozen
parents of first-grade students, who ex-
pressed concern over class size. The
first grade was split into two classes of
25 and 26 children, forcing students to
share supplies and reducing the indi-
vidual attention given to each.

Borough Democratic mayoral candi-
date Charles Lombardo touted his de-
cades of experience in government while
Republican Sal Piarulli repeatedly em-
phasized his campaign theme of reduc-
ing the tax load on residents as the two
squared off in a Garwood mayoral can-
didates’ forum at The Pointe condo-
minium clubhouse.

Candidates for borough council faced
off at The Pointe condominium com-
plex like their mayoral counterparts,
but without much of the rancor of the
debate between the executive hopefuls.

Mountainside
A standing-room-only crowd gathered

at the borough council’s meeting as the
community celebrated the promotions of
six members of the Mountainside Police
Department.

NOVEMBER
Westfield

In a five-candidate board of education
race in Westfield, incumbent Mark Fried-
man won a bid for a second term. The
other winners were Margaret Oster and
Chris Langhart.

The town hired a new public works
director, Greg O’Neil.

The town council passed on first read-
ing four ordinances amending the town’s
land use ordinance. First Ward Council-
man James Foerst explained, “As part of
our COAH (New Jersey’s Council On
Affordable Housing) obligation, we are
required to set forth a plan.”

The board of education approved the
appointment of Elizabeth McKeon to be
the new head girls’ varsity basketball
coach at Westfield High School for the
2014-2015 season, after not renewing the
contract of Joe Marino, who had been the
coach for the past 15 years.

Temple Emanu-El was approved, 7-
to-0, with conditions, by the board of
adjustment (BOA) to use an adjacent
house as a small-scale meeting place for
a maximum of 30 people.

The Historic Preservation Commis-
sion held a public hearing on designating

Walnut Street, between Elm Street and
Mountain Avenue, as a historic district.

The DWC board discussed reducing
the biannual Girls Night Out from two
events a year to one a year.

Scotch Plains
Evan Murray was the top vote getter

for two seats representing Scotch Plains
on the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education, followed by incumbent War-
ren McFall. Michele Polhamus, with
1,674 votes, finished third. Jeanne Cleary
was unopposed in her reelection bid for a
BOE seat representing Fanwood.

Democrats regained control of the
township council on Election Day, win-
ning two of the three council seats up for
grabs. John Del Sordi, Jr. and Rose
Checchio were elected to four-year terms
while incumbent Republican Council-
man Llewellyn Jones was re-elected to
his own four-year term. His Republican
colleagues, Deputy Mayor Michael
Marcus and Councilman William Vastine,
lost their bids for second terms.

The Scotch Plains Police Department
was the recipient of a grant from Pitts-
burgh Steelers’ quarterback Ben
Roethlisberger and his Ben Roethlisberger
Foundation at The Giving Back Fund.
The police department will use the funds
to expand its K-9 unit.

The Fanwood/Scotch Plains Consoli-
dation Study Commission announced it
thus far had raised $9,000. It needed
between $75,000 and $100,000 to hire a
firm to conduct the study of merging the
two municipalities.

The planning board determined that its
2003 decision granting Johnson Street
resident Deborah Jorgensen access from
the rear of her property to a road in the
Healther-Glen development was meant
to be temporary, during construction of
the development. Ms. Jorgensen had in-
terpreted the provision to be permanent,
and she sued when access was ended after
completion of the development. A state
Superior Court judge remanded the mat-
ter back to the planning board for clarifi-
cation regarding what it meant when it
granted Ms. Jorgensen access 11 years
ago.

Fanwood
Councilmen Kevin Boris and Russell

Huegel were reelected. Both ran unop-
posed.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Recycling
Association held a ceremony to dedicate
a new banner at the center at 536 North
Avenue in Fanwood, in honor of America
Recycles Day, November 15. Jim and
Barbara Murphy of Sir Speedy of
Westfield donated the banner, which said,
“America Recycles and you can too!”

Litigation that began in 2013 between
the borough and three companies for
payment for environmental cleanup in-
volving the downtown redevelopment was
almost fully settled.

The Fanwood Rescue Squad won the
award for Outstanding Call of the Year at
the annual New Jersey State First Aid
Council’s convention in October.

Garwood
Charles Lombardo defeated Repub-

lican Sal Piarulli by 26 votes out of
more than 1,200 cast on Election Day,
becoming Garwood’s next mayor and
leading a Democratic sweep on the bor-
ough council. Democratic incumbents
Sara Todisco and Lou Petruzzelli re-
tained their seats, beating back Repub-
lican challengers Carol Kearney and
Tina Simitz.

Garwood BOE incumbents Christine
Guerriero, Aaron Watkins and Linda
Koenig were unopposed in their quest
for reelection to full three-year terms,
as was Kimberly Ficarra to a two-year
unexpired board seat.

The borough council revised its regu-
lations governing parks and facilities to
state that the floodlights at the new
Athletic Field Complex will be shut off
at 10 p.m.

The board decided, 7-to-2, to grant
Sandra Sep a certificate of non-confor-
mity to rebuild her two-family rental
home at 304 Center Street. The action
will allow her to rebuild the home as a
two-family structure despite it being in
a single-family zone.

Cranford
Republican incumbents Andis Kalnins

and Lisa Adubato were re-elected for
second, three-year terms on the township
committee over Democrats Robert
Salvatore and Brian McCarthy. Their win
maintains the 4-1 Republican majority on
the township committee.

Lisa Carbone, Daniel DeMarco and
incumbent Jo Ann Boyle won board of

education seats on Election Day. They
defeated Michael Caulfield and Trevor
Shaw, both incumbents, and Jacqueline
Carr.

The board of education (BOE) decided
to make full-day kindergarten a goal of
the board to present to the New Jersey
Quality Single Accountability Continuum
(QSAC).

A liquor license transfer from
Primavera Liquors to Riverfront Liquor
was granted by resolution by the town-
ship committee. Riverfront Liquor is
wholly owned by Zygmunt Wilf of 500
Ashwood Road, Springfield. Mr. Wilf
owns Garden Communities, which owns
Riverfront at Cranford Station, the newly-
built, three-story apartment building with
retail.

The New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection told Cranford offi-
cials the plans to modify Orchard Brook,
a tributary of the Rahway River, no longer
meet with regulations and need to be
more environmentally sensitive.

An amendment to an ordinance that
specifies a new property maintenance
code – The International Property Main-
tenance Code –was passed unanimously
on first reading by the township commit-
tee. The purpose of the code is to regulate
the care, maintenance, security and up-
keep of the exterior of vacant and aban-
doned residential properties that are un-
der foreclosure.

A current business owner of Riverfront
at Cranford Station rerouted the outflow
of his sump pumps to flow to South
Avenue as a remedy to flooding on High
Street from his sump discharge.

Four new businesses are to open at
Riverfront at Cranford Station: A liquor
license will be shared by River and Rail
Cantina, a Mexican restaurant slated for
the corner space; Social Cranford, a ban-
quet space to be housed upstairs, and
Station Wine and Spirits, next to River
and Rail. Ciao Bella will open in the
space across the courtyard from Pastosa.

Mountainside
Mountainside Board of Education in-

cumbent Dante Gioia was unopposed for
his BOE seat.

After months of debate, the borough
council unanimously voted to approve an
amendment to the borough’s land use
ordinance, which will increase the allow-
able Floor Area Ratio (FAR).

Regional
Acting Sheriff Joe Cryan, a Demo-

crat, defeated Republican Michael Ince
in the race for sheriff.

Incumbent Freeholders Chris Hudak,
Angel Estrada and Vernell Wright were
re-elected over the lone Republican can-
didate, P. Mark Martini of Westfield.
County Surrogate James LaCorte, a
Democrat, was unopposed for a fourth
term.

Rep. Leonard Lance (R) was elected
to a fourth term representing the 7th
Congressional District by defeating
Clinton Mayor Janice Kovach. State As-
semblywoman Bonnie Watson Coleman
(D-15th, Mercer) was elected to the
House from the 12th Congressional Dis-
trict, replacing the retiring Rep. Rush
Holt (D), by beating Republican Alieta
Eck.

Democratic United States Senator
Cory Booker easily defeated Republi-
can Jeff Bell for a full six-year term.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
2014-07-31: FLOWER POWER…Children enjoy dancing and singing to the
kids act on July 24 during the Village Green Summer Concert Series hosted by
the Scotch Plains Cultural Arts Committee through Thursday, August 14.


