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2014 Year In Review: June Through December

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
2014-06-26: COLLEGE BOUND...WHS graduates announce where they will be
heading in the fall by adding their college choice to their graduation caps.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
2014-07-17: SIDEWALK SALES...Shoppers enjoy the beautiful weather and the
sales during the annual Sidewalk Sales in downtown Westfield.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
2014-07-24: ALL-AMERICAN...An All-American team participates in the Down-
town Westfield 5K and Pizza Extravaganza held July 23. The annual event,
sponsored by the Downtown Westfield Corporation, always draws a large crowd
of runners.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
2014-09-04: UP IN SMOKE...A roof caved in on the Village Plaza, a strip mall on
South Avenue in Westfield, on September 1 and several other businesses suffered
smoke and water damage after a four-alarm fire broke out at approximately
11:24 a.m.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
2014-10-30: WE’RE NOT IN KANSAS…This family chose The Wizard of Oz as
their costume theme for the annual Halloween parade.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
2014-10-02: FALL FUN...The Westfield Historical Society held its AppleFest at
the Reeve History and Cultural Resource Center in October. The beautiful
weather added to the festive day, which offered pumpkin painting, playing games
for prizes, making bracelets and eating a variety of baked goods.
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Whether Your Real Estate Needs Are Local, National, or International
Your Move Is Our Move and We’re Ready To Assist You Every Step Of The Way.

JUNE
Westfield

The town council voted to approve
modifications to several municipal or-
dinances including amendments to the
town’s liquor ordinance.

The ordinance allows for the four
restaurants currently holding condi-
tional liquor licenses in Westfield —
Akai Japanese Sushi Lounge, Ferraro’s
Restaurant, Fujiyama Mama Restau-
rant and Sweet Waters Steakhouse —
to serve alcohol without having to serve
a customer food.

The board of education ratified a
three-year contract with the Westfield
Education Association (WEA), giving
teachers a 2-percent raise per year.

A sign application by Summit Medi-
cal Group (SMG) for 574 Springfield
Avenue was approved by the Westfield
Planning Board. The 32,000-square-
foot building previously housed L’Oreal
offices, and will now be medical offices
and an urgent-care center.

More than 100 people congregated
at the intersection of East Broad Street
and North Avenue for the dedication of
a memorial honoring the 11 men from
Westfield who died while serving in the
Vietnam War.

Scotch Plains
The township council reintroduced a

$1.5-million capital bond ordinance,
but not before a fresh round of finger-
pointing and recriminations stemming
from the failure to approve the same
ordinance a few weeks prior.

At its May 20 meeting, the council
voted 3 to 2 to approve the bond ordi-
nance, thus defeating the ordinance, as
capital bond ordinances require a two-
thirds, or 67 percent, supermajority af-
firmative vote.

The township recreation commis-
sion was waiting to hear from attorneys
and insurers about whether township
recreation organizations would be re-
quired to comply with a new state law
that mandates portable heart
defibrillators be on hand at all youth
sporting events.

The township Democratic Party se-
lected Rose Checchio to replace Wil-
liam Thomas as its third candidate for
the three township council seats at
stake in this fall’s election. Mr. Tho-
mas bowed out of the race due to a

promotion at his job.
Township Republicans questioned

how Democrats chose Mr. Thomas
since as a federal postal worker he was
not permitted to engage in certain
partisan political activities per the 1939
Hatch Act.

Fanwood
The Fanwood Planning Board heard

a detailed presentation by Jessica
Giorgianna, of H2M Associates, on re-
zoning proposals for the South Avenue
commercial zone. Ms. Giorgianna said
the commercial corridor along South
Avenue was divided into three districts:
the western district, the central district
and the eastern district.

The borough council discussed a
municipal budget amendment to trim
the local tax increase by about $23,000,
from $5,943,139 to $5,920,217, result-
ing in a 2.8-percent tax hike in 2014.
Based on the municipal budget amend-
ment, total spending would increase by
$163,779 to $9,624,959, up 4.5 per-
cent from 2013.

The borough council later adopted
the budget, resulting in the average
assessed home in Fanwood, $87,531,
seeing an increase of about $63 in the
municipal portion of property taxes.
The average household in Fanwood
would see a total hike in property taxes
of $383 over last year. School taxes
increased by $225, while county taxes
went up $95 this year.

The recreation commission was ready
for the bidding process for the new
skate park at Forest Road Park follow-
ing the borough council’s approval af-
ter the Borough Council voted in sup-
port of the estimated budget of
$242,000.

Cranford
The planning board began hearing

an application by Emanuel Nimrud,
who sought permission to construct a
three-story building with retail on the
first floor and six apartments on the
second and third floors at 496 Centen-
nial Avenue, a B-3 Zone. The site for-
merly housed Arnold’s Pest Control,
which burned down.

The board of trustees and governors
for Union County College (UCC) unani-
mously voted to accept the Union
County Freeholders’ offer to build a
sports complex at Oak Ridge Park in

Clark, with the caveat being they dis-
cuss other county venues as well.

Garwood
Sal Piarulli beat incumbent Pat

Quattrocchi for the Republican nomi-
nation for Garwood mayor in the Pri-
mary Election, topping a sweep for
Councilman Jim Mathieu’s conserva-
tive faction, which also took control of
the borough’s GOP committee by win-
ning six of eight seats.

Mr. Piarulli won 113 to 99, earning
the right to face Democrat and former
councilman Charles Lombardo, who
ran unopposed in his party’s Primary, in
November.

The borough council directed the
planning board to conduct an “Area in
Need of Redevelopment” study for the
abandoned Casale factory property on
South Avenue, including an eminent
domain provision that drew a sharp
objection from Councilman Jim
Mathieu, who questioned the authority
of local governments to take an
individual’s property for a non-public
use. Councilman Bill Nierstedt said the
purpose is to ensure that the borough
will be able to obtain public parking.

Mountainside
The borough council continued an

animated discussion regarding what size
homes are most appropriate for the
myriad of lot sizes in the community.
The present regulatory scheme limits
construction of residential single-fam-
ily homes on a quarter acre lot to a floor
area ratio (FAR) of 3,375 square feet.
Councilman Keith Turner contended
that the rules should be revised to link
the size of the home to the size of the lot.

Regional
Three-term Rep. Leonard Lance (R-

7th) defeated businessman David
Larsen, 13,362 to 10,764 votes, for the
third time in four years in the Republi-
can Primary Election. The Congress-
man would now face the mayor of the
Town of Clinton, Janice Kovach, in the
General Election.

In the race to replace U.S. Rep. Rush
Holt (D-12th), state Assemblywoman
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-15th,
Mercer) clinched a victory in the 12th
Congressional District’s Democratic
Primary over state Senator Linda
Greenstein (D-14th, Middlesex) by a
tally of 15,413 to 10,031 votes. She

also defeated state Assemblyman
Upendra Chivukula (D-17th, Somerset)
and Andrew Zwicker, a Princeton Uni-
versity physicist.

In the race for the Republican nomi-
nation for U.S. Senator, Jeffrey Bell
was the winner over Richard Pezzullo
of Freehold, Brian Goldberg of West
Orange and Ramapo College professor
Murray Sabrin. The winner would face
Senator Cory Booker (D) in the Gen-
eral Election.

The United States Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE) is two to three
years away from fully completing its
study on how to alleviate flood impacts
along the Rahway River, Deputy Dis-
trict Engineer Joseph Seebode said at a
packed public information session held
in the township committee chambers.

Mountainside Councilman Glenn
Mortimer was elected as Union County
Republican Committee chairman.

JULY
Westfield

Eight candidates filed for three seats
on the board of education. Incumbent
Mark Friedman, who was running for a
second term, was joined in the race by
Evan Molloy, David J. Sexton, Michael
Bielen, Noreen Coleman, Anastasia
Harrison, Margaret Oster and Christo-
pher B. Langhart.

Cranford
Despite the pleas of parents and stu-

dents who packed a meeting at Lincoln
Avenue School, the board of education
voted to move seven custodians to other
schools in the district.

The township committee adopted an
ordinance appropriating $5,455,000 to
fund more than $4 million in milling,
paving and curbing of roads, as well as
addressing some drainage issues of
streets; equipment for the Department
of Public Works (DPW), police and fire
departments, and improvements to Lin-
coln, Sherman and Roosevelt Parks.

The Union County Improvement
Authority (UCIA) presented Union
County College’s plans to the planning
board to build a 39,842-square-foot,
two-story addition at the college’s
Nomahegan Hall. It would include a
student center on the ground floor and
classrooms, labs and faculty offices on
the second floor.

Six candidates filed for three seats on

the Cranford Board of Education: in-
cumbents Michael C. Caulfield, JoAnn
Boyle and Trevor Shaw, along with
Lisa Carbone, Daniel DeMarco and
Jacqueline Carr.

Garwood
The board of education awarded a

new five-year contract to Superinten-
dent of Schools Teresa Quigley, with an
annual salary of $135,000.

Borough Council members said they
would engage Cranford officials re-
garding widening the Orchard Brook to
address flooding concerns of Garwood
residents, who said water had ap-
proached their homes twice in as many
days during June storms.

Four candidates filed for three seats
on the board of education, three of them
incumbents: Board President Christine
Guerriero, Aaron Watkins and Linda
Koenig. Kimberly Ficarra filed for an
unexpired term on the board.

Scotch Plains
Board of Education members and

the community discussed the newly
proposed Brunner School drop-off plan.

The township council for a second
time failed to pass the $1.5-million
capital bond ordinance, leaving the fate
of a number of projects and purchases
up in the air.

Work on Brookside Park’s new cov-
ered metal pavilion was halted by a stop
work order issued by Zoning Officer
Robert LaCosta, who said the recre-
ation commission should have first se-
cured approval for the pavilion from
the township planning board.

Four candidates filed for two seats
representing Scotch Plains on the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education,
including incumbent Warren McFall,
Evan Murray and Michele and Richard
Polhamus. Incumbent Douglas Layne
did not seek reelection.

Fanwood
The recreation commission voted to

apply for this year’s Union County
Kids Recreation Grant in order to help
repair or replace the LaGrande Park

tennis courts.
Jeanne Cleary was unopposed in her

reelection bid for the Fanwood seat on
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education.

Mountainside
The borough council continued its

analysis of the community’s land use
regulations. Council members reviewed
a report on the impact of an increase in
the Floor Area Ratio (FAR) require-
ments. Mayor Paul Mirabelli expressed
considerable concern about the need to
maintain the character of the commu-
nity.

The borough council adopted an or-
dinance to meet certain accreditation
requirements for the police department.
It states that the department should
have a police chief and as many officers
as deemed necessary by the council.

The board of adjustment approved
an amended application to erect a
25,601-square-foot building on Spring-
field Avenue on the Westfield border
that will be the new home for the
Westfield Veterinary Group.

Eric Larson was hired as the board of
education’s newest business adminis-
trator. The position is part of a shared
inter-local agreement between the
Mountainside and Garwood school dis-
tricts. Mr. Larson would work in
Mountainside three days a week and
Garwood two days a week.

Mountainside Board of Education
incumbent Dante Gioia was unopposed
in his reelection bid for his seat. No one
filed for the second open board seat by
the state’s filing deadline for school
board seats.

Regional
A proposal to build a new oil pipeline

stretching from Albany, N.Y. to Linden,
and passing through parts of Union
County, including Fanwood, Scotch
Plains, Cranford and Westfield, roused
the ire of local environmental groups.
The 180-mile, $800-million, bi-direc-
tional Pilgrim Pipeline would transport
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