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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee continued its 2015
departmental budget review
Monday at its workshop meet-
ing, hearing budgets from po-
lice, recreation, engineering and
the Special Improvement Dis-
trict.

Township Engineer Carl O’Brien
presented an option to include
an additional 20 hours a week by
having senior-level inspectors
available. Mr. O’Brien is in-house
12 hours a week at a salary of
$87,500 per year, he said.

An additional 20 hours weekly
for an inspector to be available
would cost an additional $65,000
per year. “They might not be

sitting in the office 10 or 20 hours
a week, but they will be in town,”
Mr. O’Brien said.

Last year, the township com-
mittee did away with its in-house
engineering department in favor
of a consultant. The in-house
departmental salaries were about
$230,000, plus benefits, Mayor
Andis Kalnins told The Westfield
Leader. There also were costs to
run the department.

After being asked at the last
meeting about the number of
parking spaces lost due to the
North Avenue Train Station Plaza
Pedestrian Improvements
Project, Mr. O’Brien said a total
of 22 spaces on North Avenue in
front of the Cranford Train Sta-
tion would be lost. The parking
plan for the project has not
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WAS ELSA VISITING CRANFORD?... This ice sculpture of Olaf was a creation of Robert Scott of Springfield Avenue
in Cranford.

Garwood Sees 16-Percent
Hike In RVSA Assessment

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) offi-
cials told the borough council
Tuesday that Garwood’s waste
flow has remained flat, but its
proportion among the 14 mu-
nicipalities within the coalition
has jumped, resulting in a 16-
percent increase in the borough’s
assessment this year.

The spike of $86,428 equates
to an approximately $45 increase
per home assessed at $100,000,
Councilwoman Sara Todisco said,
$6 more than the total tax in-
crease passed by the council last
year.

The charge is $26,000 more
than last year’s increase, and
returns the RVSA assessment to
2008 levels, according to Coun-
cilman Jim Mathieu.

RVSA Executive Director James
Meehan explained that while the
agency’s budget has remained
static, the costs are adjusted by
percentage depending on use
among the 11 members and three
user municipalities from Spring-
field to Woodbridge.

Although the borough’s waste
flow has remained at about an
average of 0.81 million gallons
per day (mgd) over the past few
years, since the RVSA’s total has
dropped from 30 mgd to 26 mgd,
Garwood’s share has jumped.

The reduction, he said, was due
to other towns, like Rahway, mak-
ing improvements in their sys-
tem to reduce things such as
inflow and infiltration. I-and-I,
as it is called, includes water
leaching into the sewer pipes
through cracks and holes.

He said because Garwood is so
small, and its waste water flow
likewise, similar expenditures
probably would not be economi-

cally beneficial to the borough.
“It’s a little scary to sit here and

realize that there’s nothing we
can do other than pay the bill,”
Ms. Todisco said.

Mr. Meehan said that since the
assessments are based on a five-
year average, Garwood should
expect to see 5- to 7-percent
increases “for another year or
two.”

The matter is of particular im-
portance to the finance commit-
tee, chaired by Councilman Louis
Petruzzelli, who stated the panel
has already met twice. The coun-
cil has scheduled two special
meetings, on consecutive Thurs-
days, March 12 and March 19, for
a public hearing of the budget.

The council also heard from
Garwood’s financial officials, who
briefed the members on a pro-
posed bond sale, the borough’s
first in 12 years.

The bond would consolidate
about $2.74 million of existing
debt, accrued since 2004 and
now financed through short-term
lending, into an 11-year note
that municipal auditor Warren
Korecky projected would be
bought at 2.25 percent. At that
rate, the bond would result in
$389,373.50 in interest pay-
ments over the 11 years.

Among the items that would be
included for the March 31 sale
are $851,086 from the athletic
field complex – or the Recreation
and Sports Complex – that
opened in November; $342,615
for the new dump truck that was
purchased last year, and 15 other
various road and capital projects,
vehicles and equipment.

The new bond would add to the
current debt service remaining
on the 2003 note and raise the
borough’s total debt liability to
$4.88 million.
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Cranford Budget Review Continues;
Building Coverage Is Discussed

changed in the past two years,
since it was initially drafted.

The project paid partly by grant
funds is for beautification of the
North Avenue train station, as
well as creating safe traffic pat-
terns for pedestrian, vehicular
and bus traffic, Mr. O’Brien said.
Commissioner Thomas Hannen,
Jr. asked how many parking spots
would be lost, and Mr. O’Brien
said he would find out.

During public comment, the
manager of Jeff’s Landscaping,
Gerry Grillo, brought up the
changes in the building cover-
ages when the master plan was
adopted last year. “This part of
this ordinance is extremely im-
portant to this town. The way
they are in the law has now put a


