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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Free throws may have domi-
nated the fourth quarter, but the
Westfield High School boys bas-
ketball team began to separate
itself from the Cranford Cougars
late in the second quarter with
back-to-back 3-pointers en route
to a 58-40 victory in the second
round of the Union County Tour-
nament in Westfield on February
18.

The two 3-pointers just before
the half snapped a 20-20 tie and
came off the hands of Blue Devils
Parker Hess and Matt LaCorte,
respectively. Hess finished the
game with eight points, includ-
ing a second 3-pointer, and
LaCorte finished with 10 points,
including another 3-pointer.

“We didn’t play well in the sec-
ond half. That’s all it is,” Cougar
Head Coach Ryan Huber said.
“They made some shots. We
didn’t. They hit two threes right
before the half and that made it
a six-point game. In the second
half, we came out flat and didn’t
get it done.”

Free throw shooting had been a
problem for the 12-8 Blue Devils
but not this time as they com-
bined to sink 20 of 28 shots (71
percent) and 15 of their 17 points
in the fourth quarter came from
the charity line and the primary
shooter was senior point guard
Dan Mitchell (3 assists, 6 re-

bounds), who hit 12 in the quar-
ter and finished with 16 points.

“It’s honestly been a struggle
of ours this season, and it’s good
coming down the stretch to be

able to hit free throws. We are
going to need them, because if
we don’t hit free throws, we are
not going to beat any of these
powerhouses,” Mitchell said. “So

it’s good to get some confidence
from the line this game.”

Blue Devil junior Owen Murray
had a field night finding the right

teammate to pass the ball to and
finished with eight assists.

“Basically we try to get to the
rim as much as we can. With the
shooters that we have. If I am

getting played hard, I can always
trust the guys on the outside and
get it out to them for the three
[pointer],” Murray said.

Murray also had his share of
rebounds with nine and points
with 12. Sean Elliott (4 points)

BLUE DEVIL MITCHELL NETS 16 POINTS, 12 FREE THROWS; COUGAR REMLEY 15 POINTS

Blue Devil Boys Sprint Past Cougar Cagers in UCT, 58-40
added six rebounds, two blocked
shots and three deflections. Nick
Mele (4 points, 2 assists) pulled
five rebounds and added a block
and two deflections. Chris
Boutsikaris (4 points) had five
rebounds, two blocks and a de-
flection.

“I try to contribute as much as
I can. It may not be points, but I
get assists, rebounds as much as
I can,” Murray said.

Speaking of fair share, Cougar
junior guard Hunter Remley had
more than his share with 11 re-
bounds and 15 points, including
a pair of 3-pointers.

“He knocked down some shots
early. He rebounded well for us.
He played a pretty good game,”
Coach Huber said.

“He can jump a little bit. You
just got to get a body on him,”
Murray said.

Cougar junior Sean Leonard be-
gan the game with a 3-pointer
and Remley hit a three and a pair
of free throws, but the Blue Dev-
ils took a three-point lead in the
quarter until Cougar Luke
Christiano banged a 2-pointer at
the buzzer to make the score,
11-10.

Murray scored five points in the
second quarter and so did
Remley, but Hess’ and LaCorte’s
back-to-back threes gave
Westfield the 26-20 lead at the
half.

Unlike in their first meeting on
January 8 when the Cougars
crawled back from a 20-3, first-
quarter deficit to close within
three points late in the game
before losing, 45-37, the Blue
Devils not only maintained their
lead but expanded it to 41-31 by
winning the third quarter. LaCorte
began the quarter with a 3-
pointer and Remley ended it with
a 3-pointer.
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Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GUARDING A COUGAR CLOSELY…Blue Devil Danny Mitchell, No. 13, keeps close tabs on Cougar Luke Christiano,
No. 11, as Blue Devil Owen Murray, No. 15, holds his position. Westfield topped the Cougars, 58-40.


