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Center Stage (grades 9-12) By AUDITION:

THE WEDDING SINGER & 

WHEN YOU WISH UPON A STAR

Auditions Feb. 21, 28 and March 1 by Appt.

SPOTLIGHT (grades 6-8):

BEAUTY & THE BEAST no audition Necessary

STARLIGHT (grades 2-6) Show:

The MAGIC TREE HOUSE Kids  no audition Necessary

For More Information and Audition appt: 

www.PINEDACONSERVATORY.com

Summer Theatre 2015 

June 29th -Aug. 1st  Cranford Dramatic Club 

 
The Westfield Memorial Library presents 

“Hotter than a Pepper Sprout” 
American Music by Nina Et Cetera 

Saturday, March 7 at 2:00 pm 

It’s your Library … make the most of it 

   
Sign up online at www.wmlnj.org 
and click on the Calendar link, or 

call 908.789.4090 option 0. 
It’s your Library … make the most of it 
550 East Broad Street  Westfield  
www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

 

Nina and Tim of Nina Et Cetera will play the music of Johnny Cash, 
Billie Holiday, Hank Williams, Patsy Cline, Peggy Lee, Gershwin and 
many others. The instrumentation includes guitar, vocals, bass, percus-
sion, harmonica, and much more. Learn about blues, gospel, folk, and 
rock and roll, and have a wonderful evening. Make sure you sign up as 
this duo will fill the house! 

“Shadows and Memories” on
Display at Les Malamut Gallery

UNION – The New Art Group will
be exhibiting a variety of works in
painting, encaustic wax, mixed me-
dia and photography at the Les
Malamut Gallery on the lower level
of the Union Library from Monday,
March 2 through Friday, April 24.
The library is located at 1980 Morris
Ave in downtown Union. The ex-
hibit will be open during library
hours: Mondays, Tuesdays and
Thursdays 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Wednes-
days 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; Fridays 9
a.m. to 5 p.m.; and Saturdays 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m.

Each exhibit the New Art Group
puts up is designed to elicit a variety
of responses from the audience.

Susan Ahlstrom’s paintings and
mixed media works are about memo-
ries of places and important times. In
Nancy Ori’s photographs from Bodie,
California, she reveals a place that
held importance at one time and is
now abandoned. The memories left
behind are visceral in the shadows
and hint at stories of the people who
once lived there during the Gold Rush.

Jane Caminos explores the themes
that penetrate the lives of women in a
way we can almost not fathom and
helps us realize that violence against
women doesn’t discriminate.

The exhibit also offers exploration
into how shadows and shades, along
with real and imagined memories,
can create new stories or narratives
that give us a view we didn’t expect to
see. Mr. Pinkman’s monotype,

Auschwitz of Memory, is a glimpse at
a soul that is left behind after great
atrocity. Heidi Sussman presents ideas
in her work about the concept of time
and whether time actually exists. Is it
possible to see the invisible line sepa-
rating now and then?  Hurricane Sandy
left an indelible impression on
Francesca Azzara, whose work brings
to the surface the loss and anxiety it
represented for so many and one we
will not soon forget.

The roster of artists in the show
includes Susan Ahlstrom from
Stirling, Francesca Azzara from
Westfield, Jane Caminos from
Watchung, Nancy Ori from Berkeley
Heights, Paul XO Pinkman from
Plainfield, and Heidi Sussman from
West Orange. All are professional
visual artists with many years of ex-
hibiting and teaching experience. Visit
www.newartgroup.com for more info
about other local exhibits or work-
shops being taught by the various
members.

The Les Malamut Gallery has a
feeling of a special space, an inner
sanctum providing for a thoughtful
viewing of each exhibit. The gallery
was originally created so that the resi-
dents of  Union Township would have
easy access to art. Over the years,
interest in the gallery has grown way
beyond the boundaries of the town-
ship. For more info visit
www.lesmalamutartgallery.wordpress.com
or call (908) 851-5450. The space is
handicapped accessible.

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

 The only film I ever walked out on
was “In Cold Blood” (1967), about the
gruesome murder of four members of
the Clutter family in Holcomb, Kansas,
circa 1959. I was in college, had no
readers to answer to, and, as testament
to writer/director Richard Brooks’s ac-
curate adaptation of Truman Capote’s
book, the film seethed with unsettling
depravity. Alas, I might as well have
been tied down while viewing “Fifty
Shades of Grey,” a disingenuously
marketed bore no matter how you color
it. I was on the clock, and could only
hope some great surprise awaited.

But there was no call from the
governor’s office in the 11th hour, no
reprieve from the ennui that I was des-
tined to suffer until the closing credits
offered, at long last, their merciful re-
lease. Now I just had to figure out why
I so disliked director Sam Taylor-
Johnson’s filmic reworking of author
E.L. James’s novel by the same title,
write the criticism, and be done with it.
Or so I thought.

For starters, to borrow from my ear-
liest critical terminology, it’s icky…a
decidedly gratuitous delve into a psy-
chological malady profoundly bereft of
any redeeming enlightenment. If, like
Jamie Dornan’s Christian Grey, you’re
an intelligent billionaire in your twen-
ties tormented by a sexual proclivity far
afield of the graph, it’s not enough for
me to learn that you were born in squa-
lor and then, in your teens, fixed to your
disorder by a predator of similar tastes.

No sir. Having introduced the topic
of sadomasochism to a mainstream
audience for the most part ignorant of
the subject, it behooves to educate be-
yond the thumbnail pabulum our young,
helicopter-flying tycoon feeds Anastasia
Steele, the college co-ed who falls for
him. For one, it’s simplistically dis-
missive and unfair to the afflicted. But
in the grander, sociocultural picture, it
is bamboozlement and emotional pi-
racy on the high seas of movie enter-
tainment. For gosh sakes, the thing is
being sold as hearts and flowers, a
promise of romance, released on
Valentine’s Day.

Thus, one must feel almost as bad for
the hopeful, starry-eyed viewers pining
for a couple hours of vicarious amour
as for innocent Anastasia, passably
emoted by Dakota Johnson. Waiting
for the right guy to come along, she just
happens to meet the communications
industry wunderkind whilst substitute-
interviewing him for her sick room-
mate.

It is serendipity turned upside down
and inside out, and in some sad ways a

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN

One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Fifty Shades of Grey
Black & Blue and in it for the Green

2 popcorns

metaphor for all the star-crossed love
affairs in human history. She is soon
smitten, ready to submit her every be-
ing to this Marquis de Sade in knight’s
clothing, unaware that his definition of
commitment differs exponentially from
hers.

She is Alice in S & M Land, initially
open-minded and, in the tolerantly wish-
ful ways of some women, hopes that
she might “cure” him, change his spots
and, as they both come to euphemize,
live like “normal people.” But he tells
her right off it’s no use. He’s hardwired
to it. So if she wants to still see him, she
must sign a non-disclosure agreement.
Following that is a consent form outlin-
ing which pain-inflicting activities she’s
willing to endure in the elaborate tor-
ture chamber that’s his divergent idea
of a man cave.

Maybe it’s my naiveté. Isn’t this guy
a sort of Dracula? What a place. Sure
seems like an awful lot of trouble, and
expensive, too…all those whips, chains,
handcuffs and leather goods. Yet wealth
and orderliness sanitizes it a bit, almost
deflecting the sordidness. Furthermore,
his affluence is seductive to the win-
some victim. He informs that he “doesn’t
do romance,” doesn’t make love per se,
but only, well, you know. There’ll be no
wedding bells or white picket fence.

Folks who in good faith expected a
hot love story with some steamy sex
may swear to never again see a film
without first reading a review. (I hate to
get you that way.) Moms and Dads with
offspring of dating age will have yet
another reason to shudder. Still, whether
you can’t skip out because you’re a film
critic or because your dinner date with
Todd and Ginny isn’t for two hours yet,
the hopeless romantic in you is offered
no option but to root for our damsel in
distress.

Doubtless, the niche audience whose
numbers, I think, couldn’t possibly sup-
port the box office requirements of a
major film release, will find this a rather
dumbed down foray into their world…a
mere primer with no elucidation. But
for the rest, who are sure to feel as jilted
as Dickens’s Miss Havisham in “Great
Expectation” if they squander ten bucks
to see “Fifty Shades of Grey,” I echo the
advice offered by King Arthur in “Monty
Python and the Holy Grail” (1975):
“Run away, run away!” As for me, the
occupational hazard is over…until the
sequel.

***
“Fifty Shades of Grey,” rated R,

is a Focus Features release directed
by Sam Taylor-Johnson and stars
Jamie Dornan, Dakota Johnson and
Jennifer Ehle. Running time: 125
minutes

Woman’s Club of WF Names
Poetry, Short Story Winners
WESTFIELD – The Woman’s

Club of Westfield  has announced
the winners of its 2015 Youth Poetry
and Short Story Contest.

The winners for poetry are:
 Katie Mc Dermott daughter of

Laurie and Patrick
McDermott  for
her poem, “The
Bear.”  Katie is a
second grade stu-
dent at Washing-
ton Elementary
School in
Westfield.

Grace Kibourn,
daughter of  Tara
McGroddy and

Bret Kilbourn for her poem, “Fire.”
Grace is a fourth grade student at
Washington Elementary School in
Westfield.

Lee Rosenthal,  son of Pam and
Stu Rosenthal for his poem, “Intimi-
dation.”   Lee is a
sixth grade student
at Orange Avenue
E l e m e n t a r y
School in
Cranford.

C a s s i e
Teschner, daugh-
ter of  Dona and
Michael  Teschner
for her poem
“Touched ”  Cassie
is an eleventh grade student at
Westfield High School in Westfield..

 Short Story winners are:
 Ciara Weber,

daughter of  Dona
and Michael   Weber
for her short story,
“The Mouse Ginger-
bread House.”  Ciara
is a  fifth grade stu-
dent at Washington
Elementary School
in Westfield.

Mark Falletta, son
o f

Linda and Charlie
Fallettta for his short
story, “A Realistic
Fiction story.”  Mark
is a seventh grade
student at Edison In-
termediate School in
Westfield.

Ashley Rosen,
daughter of Cheryl
and Phil Rosen for
her short story “The Spark” .  Ashley
is a ninth grade student  at Union
County Vocational Technical High
School in Scotch Plains.

These winning poems and short
stories will go on to be entered in the

New Jersey State Federation of
Women’s Clubs' statewide contest
First place winners will then go on to
be judged on the national level.

The ladies of The Woman’s  Club
of Westfield congratulate the win-
ning students and their families on
the wonderful work they submitted
to this contest and encourage the
young authors to
continue writing.

The Woman’s
Club of Westfield
held its first meet-
ing in the Westfield
Public Library.
The second meet-
ing was held on
March 8, 1895 in
the social hall of
the Standard
Building with forty members present.
By 1901 membership increased to
100 ladies and more space was found
at the Parish House of the Presbyte-
rian Church until more room was
found at the lower lounge of the
Masonic Temple, then to The First
Baptist Church and back to the Ma-
sonic Temple. In 1955 total WCW
membership reached five hundred
ladies and In 1955 the Towle house
and grounds on South Euclid Av-
enue were purchased becoming the

club’s home for
many years.
Meetings are now
held at the Ma-
sonic Lodge in
Westfield.

Through the
years, The
Woman’s Club
has had a keen in-
terest in educa-
tion, being in-

volved in the founding of Douglass
College and  always
awarding college
scholarships.  The
club happily contin-
ues today to award
ten spring general
scholarships and
eight Gray  fall
scholarships to
Westfield High
School Senior boys
and girls.

WCW is ever do-
nating time, effort and means to the
community, while reaching out to
our Veterans, Wounded Warriors,
Bridges (feeding the needy) and bat-
tered women to name a few. For
more information on the Woman’s
Club of Westfield, please call
Dolores Geisow at (908) 233-2339.
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Ashley Rosen

Lee Rosenthal

Ciara Weber

Cassie Teschner

Katie McDermott

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY...Lower School students at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison enjoyed the annual Valentine's Day Dance Party in Laidlaw Gym
on February 12. The children participated in group dances and hula contests and
enjoyed tasty treats and refreshments, compliments of the Wardlaw-Hartridge
Parents' Association.

Mark Falletta

GO RAMS...Upper and Middle School teams at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School
(W-H) in Edison were recognized at the Winter Pep Rally on February 12 in
Laidlaw Gym. The cheerleading teams from both divisions ignited the student
body to show support for the W-H teams. The event also featured students and
faculty and staff members competing in an array of games. The camaraderie and
spirit provided a good start to the Presidents' Day weekend.

NJFO and Opera at Florham in
Operatic Double-Bill on March 8

“High School Musical” to be
Performed at Westfield’s EIS

BASKING RIDGE – On Sunday,
March 8 at 3 p.m. at Ridge Performing
Arts Center, Basking Ridge, New Jer-
sey Festival Orchestra (NJFO) and
Opera at Florham present Love Tri-
angles – Comic and Deadly, a sensa-
tional in-concert operatic double-bill
of tales of love, jealousy and passion,
featuring a host of renowned interna-
tional guest soloists.

 Love can inspire the human spirit to
soar skyward, but it is the corrosive
element of jealousy that plunges it into
the depths of darkness. Guest soloists
from the New York Metropolitan Op-
era and beyond join NJFO and Opera
at Florham to present two interpreta-
tions on jealousy: Scarmolin's Inter-
rupted Serenade, a lighthearted farce
in the tradition of Mozart and
Mascagni’s Cavalleria Rusticana, a
renowned serious love triangle, where
the only resolution is murder. Maestro
David Wroe leads the orchestra and
soloists through the stunning scores.

 “We are bringing the dull winter
months to life with a truly grand after-
noon of opera,” explained Maestro
Wroe. “Love is complicated as we all
know, and these two highly accessible
operas come together to provide two
completely different in-concert takes
on the theme of jealousy. One is light-
hearted – the other deadly serious. I
think audiences will find each inter-
pretation both fascinating and com-
pelling.”

 Cavalleria Rusticana is a favorite
razor-sharp thriller with a rich melodic
score that made composer Pietro
Mascagni famous overnight. Set in a
remote Sicilian village on Easter day,
the story flares with conflict between
love, honor, justice and violence. Al-
though loaded with bold confronta-

tional scenes, the opera also contains
one of the most blissfully romantic
pieces of music ever written – the
serene “Intermezzo”.  Scarmolin’s In-
terrupted Serenade, a rarely performed
lighthearted masterpiece in the tradi-
tion of an Opera Buffa, counterpoints
Mascagni’s renowned drama.

 Music Director David Wroe blends
international soloists of the first mag-
nitude to bring these two exciting op-
eras to life.

 Starring as Turridu in Cavalleria
Rusticana and Alfred in The Inter-
rupted Serenade is celebrated NY
Metropolitan Opera Tenor, Raúl Melo.
Starring as the scheming Santuzza in
Cavalleria Rusticana is soprano Kristin
Sampson who has been praised by The
New York Times as a "plush-voiced
soprano" and a "rich and ample dra-
matic soprano" by Opera Insider. Ac-
claimed baritone, Joshua Jeremiah
sings the roles of Alfio (Cavalleria)
and Arnoldo  (Interrupted Serenade).
Mr. Jeremiah has been described by
critics across the country as “splen-
did”, “other-worldly”, and “exuding
of confidence”.

 A short lecture and pre-opera chat
designed to enhance the opera experi-
ence will be conducted by musicolo-
gist Dr. John Sichel at 2:15 p.m.

 This not-to-be-missed production
has been made possible through the
generous support of the A Louis
Scarmolin Trust, the NJ State Council
on the Arts and the Geraldine R. Dodge
Foundation.

Tickets range from $26 to $75; stu-
dent tickets are $13 and are available
online at www.njfestivalorchestra.org
and www.operaatflorham.org. Tickets
may also be purchased by calling the
box office at (973) 408-3978.

WESTFIELD – Disney Channel's
smash hit movie musical comes to
life on Edison Intermediate School's
stage in “Disney's High School Mu-
sical!” With such famous songs as
“Getcha Head in the Game”, “We're
All in This Together”, “Stick to the
Status Quo”, and “Breaking Free”
this musical promises to be a
showstopper.

Troy, Gabriella, and the students
of East High must deal with issues
of first love, friends, and family
while balancing their classes and
extra-curricular activities.  It's the
first day after winter break at East
High. The Jocks, Brainiacs, Thes-
pians, Skater Dudes, and the rest of
East High find their cliques, re-
count their vacations, and look for-
ward to the New Year. Basketball

team captain and resident jock Troy
discovers that the brainy Gabriella,
a girl he met singing karaoke on his
ski trip, has just enrolled at East
High. They cause an upheaval when
they decide to audition for the high
school musical, led by Ms. Darbus.
Although many students resent the
threat posed to the "status quo,"
Troy and Gabriella's alliance might
just open the door for others to
shine as well.

Disney's High School Musical is
fun for the whole family. Starring a
large cast of Edison Intermediate
School students.  Show dates are
Friday, March 6 and Saturday,
March 7 at 7:30 p.m. with a special
performance on Thursday, March 5
at 4 p.m. Tickets are $8 pre-sale and
$10 at the door.

LENAPE LEARNING...The fourth grade class at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School
in Edison learned about the Lenape Indians during an interactive presentation on
February 5. Beverly Friend, a Native American, made her annual presentation to
the students, who sat in a large circle and listened carefully. Some even enjoyed the
opportunity to try on items worn by the Lenape Indians. Ms. Friend brought many
artifacts with her including bear, deer, and fox skins. She emphasized how the
Lenape were among the very first environmentalists who used almost every part
of the animals they killed and they respected the land.


