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In 2014, 23 cents of every dollar
paid in real estate taxes by Westfield
homeowners went to  Union County,
where under one-party rule the Free-
holder Board runs a bloated annual
budget of half a billion dollars  as if it
were their personal political fiefdom.
Last week The Westfield Leader pub-
lished an excellent commentary on
one of their pig troughs, the Union
County Improvement Authority
(UCIA).  The UCIA is an open secret:
a county agency where under-quali-
fied cronies are hired in executive
positions at taxpayer expense.

 In Union County hiring other of-
fice holders and cronies (friends, fam-
ily, supporters and donors) or award-
ing them government contracts can
take many forms, but two recent ones
actually take something else — they
take the cake.  As reported by the
Leader, Linda Stender, a former
county freeholder, ex-Fanwood
mayor and current state assembly-
woman (at a salary of $49,000) was
recently hired by a unanimous Free-
holder vote as “deputy director and
project manager” of the UCIA at a
salary of $90,000.  It is hard to be-
lieve this hire was an “arms-length”
transaction. It is hard to believe that
no one with extensive project man-
agement experience in the public or
private sector, and thus more quali-
fied, applied for the job. And it is
worrisome to see that for full-time
pay, our Freeholders did not hesitate
to hire a crony who already has, and
will continue to hold, another de-
manding government job. The fact is
in Union County a second and higher
paying job is the ultimate crony pay-
back; it often comes near the end of a
government employee’s career to
boost their three-year income aver-
age upon which a public pension is
based. And guess who is paying that
inflated bill?

The other recent crony hiring was
even more audacious, and that was
current Democratic Freeholder Al
Mirabella as the new town manager
of Scotch Plains.  As noted by resi-
dent Albert Muller in a letter-to-the
editor last week, Mirabella was hired
by the Town Council without any
town manager experience at a salary
of $145,000, which was $25,000
more than the previous manager.  Add
in his current Freeholder salary of
$30,000 and at $175,000 Mr.
Mirabella is now in pension-padding
hog heaven. Once again, it is hard to
believe this hire was at arm’s-length,

In Pig Trough, Hiring
Cronies Takes Many Forms
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and that no one with actual town
administrator experience applied for
the job.  As bad as that smells, the
stench from the new conflict of inter-
est is even worse.

At the county level of government
there are times when the Freeholder
Board must consider taking an action
that will have an adversarial impact
on an individual town. As Freeholder,
will Mr. Mirabella recuse himself
from every issue that involves the
Town Of Scotch Plains?  Well, all
county-wide business also impacts
his town, in addition any issues that
may be specific to Scotch Plains.
The better question is:  what county
business is there that Mirabella can
actually vote on that is conflict free?

As we all know, “no man cannot
serve two masters” and a county Free-
holder who now has a fiduciary duty
to an individual town cannot fairly,
equally and effectively serve the other
500,000 residents of Union County
who live outside his town, as he was
duly elected to do.  Mr. Mirabella
should rethink and resign his Free-
holder position before the New Jer-
sey State Ethics Commission pays
him a visit.  And why not?  No doubt
his generous friends on the Demo-
cratic Scotch Plains Town Council
will be glad to make up a chunk of his
lost $30,000 Freeholder salary in a
pay raise next year.  That’s what
cronies do for cronies, and with your
tax dollars, in the Union County
Democratic cesspool.

George Washington, Where Are You?
Your Country Needs You Again

Your editorial about President
George Washington is excellent.
There is much to admire about him!
He did not relish power, was not a
career politician, and was reluctant to
be President! He resigned command
of the Continental Army. He served
two terms as President, though he
could have served for life given his
enormous popularity!

He wanted the planned presiden-
tial residence to be called “The White
House” and not “The Presidential
Palace.” Refreshing!

He was relieved the Senate de-
cided to call him “Mr. President” and
not “His Majesty the President,” “His
Illustrious and Excellent President”
or “His Highness, the President of the
United States.” Refreshing!

He thought it was undignified for
the President to shake hands and no
one dared to slap him on the back!
Refreshing!

His State of the Union Addresses
were shorter than most others.

His military knowledge and skill
served the country well. He is the
only President who as President per-
sonally led troops into battle! He
commanded 13,000 militia, success-
fully ending the Whiskey Rebellion.

President Washington in his fare-
well address (a letter to the American
people) stated, “It is our true policy to
steer clear of permanent alliance with
any portion of the foreign world.”

“I hold the maxim no less appli-
cable to public than to private affairs,
that honesty is always the best policy.”

President Washington called for
“the unity of government…for it is a
main pillar in the edifice of your real
independence, the support of your
tranquility at home, your peace
abroad; of your safety; of your pros-
perity; of that liberty you so highly
prize.”

The Constitution “is sacredly
obligatory upon all.” Avoid “the ne-
cessity of…overgrown military es-
tablishments.” He warned against
“the baneful effects of the spirit of
party generally.” He called for
“avoiding in the exercise of the pow-
ers of one department to encroach
upon another.”

“Of all the dispositions and habits
which lead to political stability, reli-
gion and morality are indispensable
supports.” “…it is essential that pub-
lic opinion should be enlightened.”

“…cherish public credit…to use it
as sparingly as possible…not
ungenerously throwing upon poster-
ity the burden which we ourselves
ought to bear.”

The conclusion to his address is a
masterpiece in humility! “I am nev-
ertheless too sensible of my defects
not to think it probable that I may
have committed many errors”! He
hoped that “the fault of incompetent
abilities will be consigned to
oblivion”.

 Most refreshing!
Congressman Henry Lee gave the

eulogy for George Washington. “First
in war - first in peace - first in the
hearts of his countrymen…pious, just,
humane, temperate, and sincere; uni-
form, dignified, and commanding,
his example was as edifying to all
around him as were the effects of that
example everlasting…virtue always
felt his fostering hand…Such was
the man America has lost - such was
the man for whom the nation mourns.”

George Washington, where are you
now that your country needs you
once again?

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield
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Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home
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MARCH  2015 EVENTS AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

Hours: Monday-Thursday  9:30 am - 9:00 pm   
Friday & Saturday 9:30 am - 5:00 pm  Sunday 1:00  5:00 pm  

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN (Check website for sign up information) 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS (Check website for sign up information) 

3/5  7:00 pm Computer Class: Advanced Word 

3/6   1:30 pm TGIF! Da Vinci and the Code He Lived By 
(video) 

3/7  2:00 pm  
American Music by Nina Et cetera duo 

3/9 2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: Le Chef (French, 84 minutes) 

3/13  1:30 pm TGIF! Satchmo-Louis Armstrong (video) 

3/14  2:00 pm Computer Class: Genealogy on the Web 

3/18  7:00 pm Linda Kenyon presents Babe Didrikson 

3/20  1:30 pm TGIF! Travel-Inside the Vatican (video) 

3/27  1:30 pm  

3/6  3:45 pm Chess Club (no age limit, must know 
how the pieces move) 

3/10  6:30 pm LEGO Club (grades 1-5) 

3/13, 20, 27 10:00 am Playgroup for Babies  
(0-23 months. Parent/caregiver attends.) 

3/24 & 31 1:00 pm  
Storytime (Story, crafts & fun) 

3/25 10:30 am  

3/26 10:30 am  

Letters to the Editor
Last Time Lights at Kehler Were

Proposed, BOE Was Trounced
I was shocked to see a proposal

which seems to have the blessing of
the Board of Education to erect lights
at Kehler Stadium to allow use from
4:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. Do those propos-
ing this have any memory of the vote
a few years ago which roundly trashed
the duplicitous proposal of Ms.
Mamory and the Board to light the
fields and erect seating? Did they all
forget the reaction of those who lived
in the area?

It would be interesting to know
how long this proposal has been
worked on before it became public.
For a member of the board to admit
he had already looked into solar light-
ing shows this has been “quietly”
discussed for some time.

It would also be interesting to see
where the vocal proponents live in
relation to the field. Has anyone from
the board taken a poll of the neigh-
bors?

I live on Carleton (Place) and can
hear the public address system and
the cheering, (not to mention the
music) when I’m in my house. I have
no doubt there will be heavy prom-
ises that all the children will be mute,
that the generators will purr like kit-
tens and will emit only attar of roses
and that the lights will magically illu-
minate only the field, not the sur-
rounding property. They will also

guarantee that the cars dropping off
and picking up children will be silent
and unobtrusive. While listening to
these promises, please remember how
truthful and candid these proponents
of lighting were the last time they
tried to dupe us.

Do you really believe that the
present limitations being promised
will last more than 10 minutes after
the first lights are lit?

Do you really believe that teams
can practice without loud voices?
These are children. Since when are
they quiet while playing?

May I suggest that the board has
again decided it wants lighted fields,
has worked hand-in-glove with its
strawmen to have the facade that the
board is being asked, “out of the
blue,” for just a little leeway to light
just one little field for quiet practice.
If the board were deferential to the
voters, it would have told the first
proponent to forget about lighting
and night games. It would have re-
ferred the proponent to the trouncing
the board took the last time it sug-
gested this and it should have re-
membered that it would be far better
for the board not to remind the public
of the duplicity of which it was found
guilty the last time around.

A. John Blake
Westfield

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Celebrates Children’s
Dental Health Month

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

HAPPY WASHINGTON’S BIRTHDAY...Bill Sanders, formerly of Mountainside
and director of  Portraits of Patriots, made a George Washington Portrait
presentation to The Garrison School in Garrison, N.Y. next to West Point. It was
a joint gift and presentation by Friends of the American Revolution at West Point,
Inc. and the Portraits of Patriots Project. Pictured, from left to right, are: Mr.
Sanders, Craig Watters, FAR , and Betsey Blakeslee, Ph.D, president, Friends of
the American Revolution at West Point, Inc.

GOP and Dem
Differences Obvious at

Budget Address
TRENTON - Deputy Assembly Re-

publican Leader Anthony Bucco, R-
Morris and Somerset, who is a mem-
ber of the Assembly Budget Com-
mittee, issued the following state-
ment after Gov. Christie delivered his
budget address before a joint session
of the Legislature:

“One doesn’t have to look any fur-
ther than today’s budget address to
realize the differences between Re-
publicans and Democrats. When
Governor Christie said ‘no new taxes’
in his address, not one member of the
Democratic Party stood in support.”

Lance: Obama Vetoes Bipartisanship
Re Keystone Pipeline Project

WASHINGTON, DC – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) on Tuesday
released the following statement in
response to the President’s veto of
the Keystone Pipeline Approval Act,
which passed both the U.S. House
and Senate with significant biparti-
san majorities.

“I am disappointed the President
vetoed one of the first bipartisan jobs
bill passed by the new 114th Con-
gress. The Keystone XL pipeline
project enjoys broad, bipartisan sup-
port from Republicans and Demo-
crats, labor unions and small busi-
ness owners, not to mention an over-
whelming majority of the American
public.”

“Today’s veto action, done quietly

without fanfare, shows that the Obama
Administration has not yet engaged
in bipartisan cooperation with the
new Congress. I hope the President
will do so in the near future, on this
and other issues important to the na-
tion.”

NJFMBA President
Eddie Donnelly

RAHWAY — “Yesterday (Monday)
the court ordered Governor Christie to
pay his bills but instead he is asking
firefighters, teachers, social workers; all
those that make our state work to balance
his checkbook. Governor, pay your bills!

“The NJEA leadership should be
ashamed of allowing Governor Christie
to slash the terms of retirement their
members’ have earned. We cannot allow
the rules impacting people’s lives to
change midstream, once again. Standing
shoulder to shoulder with my members, I
will not allow that. WE will not allow
that.”

“We have seen the results of Christie’s
previous ‘reforms’, increased obligations
to our members, while New Jersey tax-
payers’ burden continues to be even
greater. Instead of more deceptive
backroom deals, now is the time for us to
stand together to bring about meaningful
changes that save our pension system
without further burdening taxpayers.”


