
Page 4  Thursday, February 26, 2015 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Jeff Gruman
SALES MANAGER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
BUSINESS OPERATIONS

The Westfield Leader

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $33 • Two-year – $62 • Three-year – $90
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The ScotThe ScotThe ScotThe ScotThe Scotch Plains–Fch Plains–Fch Plains–Fch Plains–Fch Plains–Fanwoodanwoodanwoodanwoodanwood

TTTTTimes imes imes imes imes Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Lauren S. Barr
EDUCATION & ARTS

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New JerseyPeriodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New Jersey

www.goleader.com/subscribe

Legal Newspaper for the County of Union, New Jersey
and for Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford and Garwood

Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Letters to
the Editor

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, NJ 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Mohamed Jalloh, chair
mjalloh@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Scotch Plains Wants Big Government
With No Community Input

Why Not Publish Police Blotter for
Scotch Plains and Fanwood?

Is It Too Much to Ask to Clear Curb
Cut of Snow at WF Train Station?

Let Me Provide A Balance to Mr.
Schoeman About Lying Public Figures

Why volunteer in a town that has
no respect for its citizens who volun-
teer their time and efforts to make
this a nice place to live. The govern-
ing body wants only hand-picked
friends and family members to con-
trol our town’s future and little or no
input from the community. In other
words, Big Government with patron-
age and no community input.

Look at what’s happening. We are
turning into a county-run town with-
out any independence. We don’t need
a party boss system to ruin our town
by draining our coffers with exces-

sive salaries, to spend above needed
caps (look at the county government),
to protect our well being by destroy-
ing our credit rating and leading us
down the path to lawsuits and federal
investigations (look at all those north-
ern New Jersey towns where politi-
cians were arrested and Christie made
a name for himself). A good town
needs checks and balances in place
such as independent commissions to
protect itself... a bad town needs a
dictator!

Bob Fox
Scotch Plains

In his letter to the editor about
lying public figures, Mr. Schoeman
leaves quite a gap between modern
times and World War II. Let me fill in
part of the gap with some examples –
and provide some balance.

“In spite of the wildly speculative
and false stories of arms for hostages
and alleged ransom payments, we
did not, repeat, did not, trade weap-
ons or anything else for hostages.
Nor will we.”

“Intelligence gathered by this and
other governments leaves no doubt
that the Irag regime continues to pos-

sess and conceal some of the most
lethal weapons ever devised.”

“Saddam Hussein is a threat be-
cause he is dealing with al Qaeda.”

“We do know, with absolute cer-
tainty, that Saddam is using his pro-
curement system to acquire the equip-
ment he needs in order to enrich
uranium to build a nuclear weapon.”

“I don’t think that [the war in Iraq]
damaged our reputation around the
world.”

John Robison
Westfield

I live in Fanwood and I use a wheel-
chair when I travel. I use NJ Transit to
travel into NYC – usually I use the
train from Westfield to go into NYC
and then either the train or the bus
back home.

When everything is right, I have no
issue hopping on or off the train or
bus. The way things are laid out in the
parking lot and the street, with curb
cuts, etc., I can make it all work.

The issue I have is that when we
have snow, sometimes, the snow is
pushed into the curb cut, effectively
blocking my access. Note I said
“sometimes” – I’ve seen it where
we’ve had a foot of snow and the lot
is plowed and curb cuts are clear. I’ve
also seen when we’ve had just a few
inches of snow where the lot is clear,
but curb cuts are blocked.

Earlier this week we got a small
amount of snow but the roads were
clear by late afternoon so I drove to
the train to head into NYC. When I
got to the train station the handicap

spots and the rest of the lot was
cleared, but all the snow had been
pushed to the front of the parking
spots, completing covering the curb
cut.

Now, having lived with this issue
for most of my life, I’m pretty re-
sourceful and with the help of a pass-
erby was able to get it done but.... is
it too much to ask that when the lot is
cleared that the curb cut is cleared as
well and not used as a holding area
for snow?

This is not the first time I’ve had
the issue, just the first time I’m letting
you know. Last year one time I needed
to call the Westfield police because
there were no passersby. The police
responded quickly and got me over
the mound of snow but really?

Anyway, thanks for listening.
Hopefully you can get some atten-
tion to this and maybe resolved going
forward.

Angelo Mongiovi
Fanwood

Today’s issue [last week] of The
Times apparently had no room for
police reports from Fanwood or
Scotch Plains, but only from
Westfield. This is odd since the name
of the paper is The Scotch Plains –
Fanwood Times, and if space is lim-
ited, one would expect information
from those towns instead of Westfield.

Moreover, the paper found room
for criticism of Hillary Clinton (let-
ter, page 4), a report that the mayor of
Newark hired two relatives (page 3),
pending legislation to allow nurse
practitioners to determine cause of
death (page 2) and an effort by the
lieutenant governor to curb texting
while driving (page 3). None of these

have any particular relevance to
Fanwood or Scotch Plains. If it is
necessary to cut for lack of space,
why not cut these and include news
that pertains directly to the towns the
paper is named for?

David Harris
Fanwood

Publisher’s Response:
Hello David,
We’re having problems getting the

information from Scotch Plains and
Fanwood police departments lately
(as well as a few others). It seems to
do with all the changes in their de-
partments. We’re trying to rectify the
situation.

Westfield Soccer Clarifies Proposal For
Lighting Trial at Kehler Stadium

The Westfield Soccer Association’s
(WSA) proposal for a pilot program
asks for temporary lighting to be placed
at Kehler Stadium. The proposal was
made to the Board of Education (BOE)
facilities committee on February 12th
and the facilities committee invited
the WSA to make the proposal to the
full BOE and the public on February
17th. That said, the facts reported last
Thursday in The Leader were inaccu-
rate as to duration of the pilot and the
hours of use by both the Westfield
High School (WHS) and the youth
programs involved.

The WSA proposes to put four
Wanco temporary light generators at
Kehler to be used from dusk till 9:30
p.m. on weekdays only for practice
only; 3 to 7 p.m. for the high school
teams and 7 to 9:30 p.m. for youth
soccer or lacrosse (Lax). Lights off at
9:40 to allow for safe egress from the
field area. The trial period will run
from early March till mid May. These
are the key points not reported cor-
rectly. I have included below the bul-
let points as presented to the BOE
and the public at the meeting Febru-
ary 17, 2015.

The Wanco units generate noise
levels at 71db at 23 feet, the equiva-
lent of standing next to a vacuum
cleaner – Decibel chart shows com-
parative sounds at 71 db (decibel
levels drop 6db for every added 23
feet of distance.) In our placement
configuration, the unit’s noise level
would be equivalent to human con-
versation with just the unit on the
northwest corner, the other units
would be hundreds of feet away from
the property line. The generators are
not without sound, they are, how-
ever, efficient and should not create
noise pollution. (www.osha.gov). An
added note, these night time hours

are for weekdays only, not week-
ends. These hours will be for prac-
tices only, not games with spectators,
buzzers and whistles.

The units will run for 60 to 70
hours before refueling. The units will
be taken off the premises for refuel-
ing probably needed just once during
the pilot. The fuel tank is incorpo-
rated into the generator housing with
locked access.

The units will be turned on at dusk
by WHS staff and turned off at 9:40
p.m. by WSA staff with a WSA board
member present at each training ses-
sion. (Labor chart to be provided prior
to the pilot inception). All costs asso-
ciated for the rental, insurance, and
fuel will be provided by the WSA and
Lax youth programs. There will be no
direct costs borne by the BOE. The
only indirect cost will be some addi-
tional minimal wear and tear on the
turf field, which will come in part
from school use and in part from town
program use. The BOE will have to
accept this normal wear and tear as a
consequence of additional field us-
age, which is a desired goal. The sports
associations have, in the past, contrib-
uted to the cost of turf at Kehler. The
pilot is not conditioned on future fund-
ing of replacement turf. Operating
keys to be held by WHS staff and
returned to lock box each evening.

Tutorial on unit operation to be
provided by equipment supplier.

Duration of pilot March through May
15th — The Westfield Recreation Dept.
issues permits to all recognized user
groups and works in conjunction with
the athletic office at WHS.

Neither the rec. dept. nor WHS will
issue permits to any user other than
WSA/LAX during this pilot.

Peter Franks
WSA Board Trustee, Westfield

Lance Statement On
Ruling to Block

Executive Amnesty
WESTFIELD — Rep. Leonard

Lance (R-7th) has released the fol-
lowing statement after United States
District Judge Andrew S. Hanen is-
sued a preliminary injunction block-
ing President Obama’s unilateral
overreach on immigration:

“I strongly support Judge Hanen’s
decision that President Obama ex-
ceeded his authority under the law —
an action that the President himself
conceded as unlawful as many as 22
times over the past two years.

“I was one of 68 members of Con-
gress — and the only member of the
New Jersey congressional delegation
— to sign an amicus brief in support
of a lawsuit brought by a coalition of
26 states against the President’s ex-
ecutive order on immigration.

“As this issue continues to work its
way through the courts, I urge the
President and Democrats to work with
Republicans in Congress to pass leg-
islation that secures our border, funds
our U.S. Department of Homeland
Security and adheres to the rule of
law.”

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Patas – The West African red mon-

key
2. Achromasia – Lack of pigment in

the skin
3. Cappadine – Waste silk sheared

from silkworm’s cocoons after the good
silk has been reeled off

4. Exsiccate – To dry up or evaporate

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

INCHOATION
1. Shame; humiliation
2. Revenge
3. Renewal or restoration
4. An early stage or beginning

INAURATION
1. The process of covering with gold
2. The process of extracting gold from

ore
3. The ceremony of Sainthood
4. The ceremony of crowning or pro-

claiming an emperor
YPERITE

1. Topsoil
2. A deposit of pebbles, gravel and

sand in which diamonds are found
3. Mustard gas
4. A translucent quartz of leek-green

color
VARIOLOID

1. A mild form of smallpox
2. In botany, furnished with branches

in pairs
3. An astringent or repellent
4. A scar or ulcer underneath the skin

Our Elected Officials
Every day, our elected leaders make

choices, which affect everyone. As
Governor of New Jersey, I’ve been
faced with difficult decisions regard-
ing hurricane recovery, taxes, and,
this week, pension reform. It’s a job
I don’t take lightly. Like you, I re-
spect a leader who has the fortitude to
make the hard choices – especially
those who can put what’s best for our
long-term interests ahead of what is
politically expedient.

Our leaders should be focused on
creating opportunities for every citi-
zen to succeed. It’s time to make
tough choices and encourage leaders
across the country to tackle big issues
like pension reform and benefit re-
form to get back on the right track to
create a growing national economy.
We can do better.

Governor Chris Christie
New Jersey

BRR...
CAN’T WAIT TIL
WE GET BACK TO

GLOBAL WARMING

Should Westfield Approve
Temporary Lights at Kehler?

In a controversial proposal, the Westfield Board of
Education is set to vote in early March on whether to
allow portable lights at Kehler Stadium on Rahway
Avenue. The Westfield Soccer Association, which
would pay for the cost of the lights, recently came
before the town’s recreation commission seeking to
have the lights put in on a trial basis from March
through May.

The lights would only be used during practices for
soccer and lacrosse teams. No games would be
played under the lights. The BOE would have the use
of the field from dusk until 7 p.m. and the soccer and
lacrosse associations from 7 p.m. until 9:40 p.m.
with practices commencing at 9:30 p.m.

As pointed out by the soccer association to the
recreation commission, this would provide a total of
127 hours and five minutes extra playing time for the
soccer and lacrosse teams.

When anyone hears lights at an outdoor athletic
facility they think of late night games, screaming
fans and bright lights and jump on opposition wagon
known as NIMBY (Not in My Back Yard). Already
we have heard of a petition drive to oppose the lights.

Also, Recreation Commission Chairman Peter
Echausse has said temporary lights are not as strong
as regular lights and therefore will not likely project
an enormous amount of light.

In our opinion, the school board should restrict
any approval of the lights to only that of a trial basis.
This would be an opportunity to weigh negative
impacts on surrounding neighborhoods versus more
practice time for the soccer and lacrosse teams. If
down the road the school board were decide to make
the lights a permanent fixture at Kehler, there would
have to be more discussion and a clear review of any
problems, costs or concerns the surrounding com-
munity raises during the initial trial period.

Temporary lighting equipment really doesn’t do a
very pleasing job for athletic activities. They aren’t
perfect. Sooner or later, will there be a push for
permanent, expensive lighting?

But right now, the lights proposed are only to be
utilized during practices. Westfield’s fields are busy
and it makes it difficult to schedule practices. So,
will portable lighting enable our athletes to have
more practices as practice makes perfect?

$85 Billion Problem Can No
Longer Be Swept Under the Rug

The Christie Administration and State Legislature
will have to get serious on fixing the state pension
system now that a judge has ruled that Governor
Chris Christie must increase funding by $1.57 bil-
lion in the Fiscal Year 2016 budget.

State employee unions had sued the Governor,
arguing the pension cuts he did the last budget cycle
were unconstitutional.

Both sides reached an agreement in 2011 to fund
employee pensions. But the Governor slashed fund-
ing for 2014 from $1.7 billion to $700 million and
wanted to contribute $681 million rather $2.25 bil-
lion this year after state revenues fell well below
what had been anticipated; but has now put $1.3
billion in the FY 2016 budget for pensions. The state,
based on the 2011 agreement, should be funding
pensions to the tune of $2.9 million for the next fiscal
year based on the 2011 agreement.

While trying to fully fund pensions, the Governor

must also come up with a funding solution for the
state’s Transportation Trust Fund which currently is
only bringing in enough money to pay off its debt.

Finding sufficient revenue and cutting entitle-
ments to fix these two issues will not be easy.
Democrats, which control both houses of the Legis-
lature, favor an income tax surcharge on million-
aires which the Governor has opposed. We would
like to see the priorities listed and ranked so that
rational decisions can be made. No more “Hocus
Pocus.”

The New Jersey Education Association has agreed
to work with the Governor whereby the state would
transfer control of pensions to a trust to be overseen
by the NJEA. Would this be a good thing or a scary
prospect?

The Governor’s reform plan would require an
amendment to the state Constitution to be voted on
in November.


