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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

State AG Investigating  Stender
Over Shore Home Dispute

The state Attorney General's Of-
fice is investigating  whether  As-
semblywoman Linda Stender's hus-
band, Richard Stender,  tried to take
advantage of  Coastal Habitat for
Humanity, a Monmouth County
charity,  to transform a damaged  a
luxury shore home, NJ Advance
Media has reported.

The report said the Attorney Gen-
eral is looking into whether Mr. Stender
misrepresented his claim that his home
in Manasquan, which was damaged
during Hurricane Sandy, qualified for
help as a primary residence.

 Coastal Habitat  helps homeowners
fix or build only primary residences
if their household income equals up
to 80 percent of $84,526,  Monmouth
County's median income.The
Stenders' combined income in 2012
and 2013 exceeded that amount, ac-
cording to the report. The charity
demanded that Mr. Stender reimburse
them $11,000 for  demolishing the
home.

Vastine to Run for Assembly
Against Stender, Green

Former  Republican Scotch Plains
councilman William  “Bo” Vastine has
decided to run for the state Assembly in
the 22nd Legislative District, accord-
ing to a Facebook post.

Mr. Vastine, who lost re-election
for his council seat last year, previ-
ously ran for the Assembly in 2009.

Lesniak Allies to Form
PAC for Run for Governor

PolitickerNJ has reported that al-
lies of state Senator Ray Lesniak (D-
20th, Elizabeth) are preparing to
launch a Political Action Committee
(PAC) in support of a bid by Sen.
Lesniak for the 2017 Democratic gu-
bernatorial nomination.

Sen. Lesniak would join a Demo-
cratic field that includes Jersey City
Mayor Steve Fulop, state Senate
President Steve Sweeney (D-3rd,
Gloucester) and former U.S. Ambas-
sador to Germany Phil Murphy.

Christie Poorest Performing
Republican in Poll of ’16 Cands.

New Jersey Governor Chris
Christie is the poorest performing
Republican candidate for president
in 2016, trailing Hillary Clinton by
margins of 5 to 10 percentage points
in the critical swing states of Colo-
rado, Iowa and Virginia, according
to a Quinnipiac University Swing
State Poll released last week.

Mrs. Clinton runs best overall
against leading Republican White
House contenders in the swing states,
but U.S. Sen. Rand Paul of Kentucky
is in a virtual tie with her in Colorado
and Virginia, according to the
Quinnipiac poll.

Former Florida Governor Jeb Bush
ties her in Virginia, the largest of the three
states, and Wisconsin Governor Scott
Walker is in a virtual tie with Mrs.
Clinton in Colorado.

Fed. Judge Temporarily Blocks
Obama Immigration Actions
A U.S. District Court judge in

Texas has temporarily blocked Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s controversial
executive actions on immigration —
announced in November — to ease
the deportation threats to millions of
eligible immigrants, CNN has re-
ported.

Judge Andrew Hanen’s ruling, in
a lawsuit brought by 26 states in-
cluding Texas, said President Obama
lacks the authority to carry out his
initiative and is “creating laws from
scratch.”

The Washington Post reported that
the legal fight was likely next headed to
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 5th
Circuit after the White House vowed to

appeal Judge Hanen’s ruling.
Group Pushing to Legalize
Marijuana in New Jersey

A group of local prosecutors, civil
rights leaders, medical experts and
activists are seeking to legalize, tax
and regulate the distribution and use
of marijuana in New Jersey, WCBS
880 has reported.

The campaign, called New Jersey
United for Marijuana Reform, would
legalize pot smoking for those 21 and
over and would not support smoking
marijuana and driving.

“The time has come to begin fixing
our criminal justice system by end-
ing unjust marijuana arrests,” New
Jersey ACLU Executive Director Udi
Ofer told WCBS 880.

Governor Chris Christie has said he
opposes legalizing marijuana and would
veto any bill that came to his desk on the
matter, according to news reports.

State Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-
22nd, Linden), who sponsored a bill
to legalize pot last year, told The Wall
Street Journal that the next governor
should consider the impact that tax
revenue collected from legalized
marijuana would have on the state’s
budget. Sen. Scutari’s bill included a
7 percent sales tax on marijuana sales
in New Jersey.
Prieto Said He Won’t Take Part

In Republican ‘Side Show’
Assembly Speaker Vinnie Prieto

(D-32nd, Secaucus) said last week
that he will not take part in any “side-
show” of  debates Republicans have
challenged him  to, politickernj.com
has reported.

“When they come up with good
ideas and all that I’ll consider them,”
Mr. Prieto told politickernj.com. “But
listen, I’m not going to get caught up
in any side show.”

Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) has chal-
lenged Mr. Prieto to six debates, say-
ing after 15 years as the majority party
in the Assembly that Democrats don’t
deserve re-election.

Jamel Holley Sworn In
As New Dist. 20 Assemblyman
Former Roselle mayor Jamel

Holley received the oath of office
from Assembly Speaker Vincent
Prieto (D-32nd, Secaucus) on Mon-
day to become a member of the New
Jersey General Assembly.

He is the first African-American to
represent the 20th legislative district,
which includes Elizabeth, Hillside,
Roselle and Union Township in Union
County. He replaces Joseph Cryan,
who resigned from the Legislature to
become Union County sheriff.

 A graduate of Abraham Clark High
School in Roselle, he holds a bachelor’s
degree from New Jersey City Univer-
sity and a master’s in public adminis-
tration from Kean University. He is
employed as director of the Depart-
ment of Public Works in Irvington.

State Appoints Monitor
For Atlantic City Schools

New Jersey Commissioner of
Education David C. Hespe has ap-
pointed Gary P. McCartney as state
monitor to the Atlantic City Board
of Education who are seeking to
maintain quality educational pro-
grams despite a dramatic drop in
local revenue.

In recent years, Atlantic City has
experienced a significant decline in
the assessed value of property for
taxation, which has severely ham-
pered the city’s ability to raise local
revenue required to maintain both
municipal and school services. The
value of all taxable property in Atlan-
tic City fell from $20.4 billion in
2010 to $11.3 billion in 2014, ac-
cording to a Department of Educa-
tion press release.
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DWC Holds Reorganization,
Meeting, OK’s 2015 Budget

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), man-
agement entity of the Special Im-
provement District (SID), held its
first board of directors’ meeting of
2015 this past Monday evening.
January’s scheduled meeting was can-
celled due to inclement weather.

As a result, the board’s first order
of business was to hold its annual
reorganization meeting to install the
board members for 2015. A unani-
mous vote determined that there
would be no changes on the board for
the new year.

Dominick Verdic will remain the
board’s chairman, with Alan De Rose
retaining his position of co-chair-
man. Shawn Hanna will remain the
board’s treasurer, with Lisa Bertone
retaining the position of recording
secretary.

Westfield Councilman Sam Della
Fera will remain the town council
liaison to the board and Stephanie
Walsh will continue to serve as Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky’s designee to the
board.

Robert Centrella and Frank Isoldi
will both continue to serve as resi-
dent members of the board and James
Gildea, Westfield’s town administra-
tor, also will continue to serve as a
liaison to the town council.

The board next voted to approve
the DWC’s budget for 2015.

Sherry Cronin, executive director of
the DWC, announced the proposed
budget would be $409,757.19. “We’re
proposing this 2015 budget on a flat
basis,” Ms. Cronin stated. “So last year
our budget was $409,247 and this year’s
proposed budget is $409,757.”

The DWC budget includes the sala-
ries of DWC employees, new equip-
ment such as benches or decorations,
and events sponsored by the DWC
such as the Sweet Sounds Downtown
Jazz Festival and the Downtown

Westfield 5K Run and Pizza Extrava-
ganza.

The next step in the budget process
is for the board to present it to the
town council for its approval.

“Sherry and I are going on the 26th
for financial review,” Mr. Verdic
stated. “Just because we vote on it
doesn’t mean that the budget is ap-
proved. It still has to be approved by
the town council.”

In other news, Ms. Cronin pre-
sented the 2014 Main Street New
Jersey Statewide Reinvestment Sum-
mary to the board. Ms. Cronin must
complete this report every year and
forward it to the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Community Affairs, the de-
partment that oversees the Main Street
NJ project.

Twenty businesses closed in the
past year and 33 new ones were cre-
ated in Westfield’s downtown area
for a net gain of 13 businesses.

Similarly, 59 jobs were lost in town
in the past year while 122 were created,
for a net gain of 63 new jobs.

There was an average 2.59 percent
vacancy rate last year, accounting for
42,918 square feet of retail space that
was available, Ms. Cronin said.

The DWC provided $4,135 last
year in grants to local businesses for
signage replacement or enhancement.
In turn, the private investors’ portion
amounted to $29,500 for signage re-
placement or enhancement.

Eighty-four building rehabilita-
tions and one new construction project
were completed last year. In all, the
SID investments and reinvestments,
including new purchases, accounted
for $4,841,404 last year.

Ms. Cronin also reported that over
172,000 people visited Westfield last
year as a direct result of DWC events.

The DWC’s next board of directors
meeting open to the general public is
scheduled for Monday, April 27, at
7:30 p.m. The DWC office is located
at 105 Elm Street, basement level.

Panel to Vote March 23 on
Walnut Hist. Designation

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield His-
toric Preservation Commission held
a meeting on Monday evening which
took place in the conference room
adjacent to the Town Council Cham-
bers at the municipal building. Ten
residents of Walnut Street showed up
to what they thought was a continua-
tion of the public hearing on the ordi-
nance which would set rules for the
newly proposed historic district for
Walnut Street between Elm Street
and Mountain Avenue.

In November, there was a public
hearing on a proposed ordinance to
define the rules of declaring a neigh-
borhood a historic district. At that
meeting, many of the homeowners
on Walnut Street said they wanted to
opt out. They said they did not want
to be told what they could or could
not do with their homes. In the pre-
vailing ordinance at the time there
was no set provision for homeowners
to opt out. That meeting ended with
frustration on the part of the
homeowners and ambiguity on the
part of the commission which had no
answers for the dissenters. The De-
cember and January meetings were
cancelled.

On Monday evening, 10 Walnut
Street residents braved the 20-degree
temperature in an effort to continue
expressing their opposition to the
designation of Walnut Street as a his-
toric district to the commission. The
homeowners were under the impres-
sion that the meeting was a continu-
ation of the public hearing which had
left them with more questions in-
stead of answers.

The homeowners were met with
more ambiguity when told by com-
mission chairperson Kelly Kessler
that the meeting being held was not a
public hearing but a just a meeting of
the commission.

The room’s lights could only be
found for the area where there is a
dais. The audience portion of the
court room was in dimness. Although
the commission meeting was also a

public meeting, there was not enough
seating to accommodate the residents
who showed up in the council confer-
ence room. Ms. Kessler told the crowd
that if they had something to say, the
commission would listen to them only
after the regular commission meet-
ing. The Walnut Street residents sat
in dimness for over an hour before
they were invited to come into the
conference room to have their say,
“but be brief,” Ms. Kessler told the
residents.

Meanwhile, the ordinance defin-
ing the rights of the neighbors in the
establishment of a historic district
has been amended to preclude an
opt-out provision and has already
had a first hearing, before the town
council. It is likely to be adopted
before the continuation of the No-
vember public hearing which will be
Monday, March 23. In the amended
ordinance there is no provision for
residents which allows them to opt
out. Ms. Kessler, on Monday evening,
told the residents that on March 23
the commission will listen to their
concerns and then vote on adopting
the ordinance.

The Walnut Street residents said
that two years ago they were con-
cerned when a home was razed and a
newer style home was built in its
place. However, they said, they are
now satisfied and do not want to be
part of the historic district. They also
objected to residents of the Park Edge
condos, having been built in 1949,
having any say in the matter since the
condos are non-contributing. They
were told by the commission that 80
percent of the residents of the 26
homes in the district had agreed to be
in the historic district.

Casagrande Seeks to
Ban Antique Firearms
From State Gun Laws
TRENTON — Assemblywoman

Caroline Casagrande (R-11th, Free-
hold) said she will introduce legisla-
tion exempting antique firearms from
the state’s gun laws.

A retired Millville teacher is fac-
ing a 2nd degree felony charge for the
possession of a handgun when police
discovered his 1760s “Queen Anne”
flintlock pistol during a traffic stop
last November.

“There is a complete lack of com-
mon sense when a 72-year-old man
is facing a decade in prison for
possessing an unloaded, 300-year-
old antique pistol,” Ms. Casagrande
said. “Granting this exemption will
put New Jersey in line with federal
law that already exempts the pos-
session of historic firearms manu-
factured prior to 1898. Hopefully,
the Cumberland County prosecutor
will acknowledge the ludicrous na-
ture of charging a man with no prior
history and simply dismiss this
case.”

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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and clips to:
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The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
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Airport Employer Announces
150 Jobs for UC Residents

COUNTY — For AirServ, it
started last fall with a phone call
inquiry to the Union County
Workforce Innovation Business Cen-
ter: how can we collaborate with
Union County to hire residents for
full-time jobs at Liberty International
Airport in Newark?

The call resulted in the hiring of
66 residents for new jobs last year,
and just a few weeks ago it contin-
ued with another commitment from
the airport services company to hire
150 more county residents for jobs
in cargo, cleaning, ground transpor-
tation, passenger services, ramp han-
dling and security sectors at the air-
port.

The Workforce Innovation Busi-
ness Center, a program through the
Union County Workforce Investment
Board and Union County College,
held a job fair to screen applicants
this past Thursday and Friday at
Union County College in Elizabeth.

The Innovation Business Center
not only coordinated the job fair and
screening for the latest round of jobs,
but will also provide subsequent
training to the new hires through the
college’s employabilityskills cur-
riculum, a 40-day program.

Designed with demands of
today’s business environment in
mind, the terms “employability
skills” refer to a cluster of personal
qualities, habits and attitudes that
constitute a good employee at all
levels of the workforce, and in-
clude skills such as work ethics,
time management, attention to de-
tail, written and oral communica-
tion skills, teamwork, decision-
making and problem solving.

The employability skills curricu-
lum has been developed to ensure
successful entry and retention.

Freeholder Sergio Granados, a
resident of Elizabeth who also serves
as a liaison to the Workforce Invest-
ment Board, thanked AirServ for
their partnership and hailed the cre-
ation of new jobs.

“One of our highest priorities is
providing jobs for residents and this

is an outstanding example of how
the public sector can work with the
private sector in not only coordinat-
ing job placements but also provid-
ing the proper training,” Mr.
Granados said. “We certainly urge
businesses looking to hire residents
to coordinate their efforts through
the Workforce Investment Board.”

Businesses looking to hire should
contact Antonio Rivera, director of
the Union County Workforce Invest-
ment Board, at (908) 527-4195 or e-
mail arivera@ucnj.org. and/or visit
ucnj.org/wib.

AirServ, whose 8,000-plus em-
ployees support the world’s leading
airlines and freight companies at
airports throughout the United States
and United Kingdom, announced the
hirings as part of a plan creating 500
new positions.

“We had a very positive experi-
ence and outcome with coordinat-
ing our first round of hirings through
the county, and we are pleased to
continue this partnership,” said Mar-
tin C. Blake, Jr., senior vice-presi-
dent for AirServ. “The Union County
Workforce Innovation Business Cen-
ter acted quickly, efficiently and ef-
fectively in fulfilling our require-
ments.”

Once the latest round of Union
County employees are hired,
AirServ will realize another benefit
through the Innovation Business
Center’s On-The-Job (OJT) pro-
gram, which allows for employers
to have the wages of the new hires
subsidized up to 50 percent during
the first six months on the job. Un-
der the OJT program, this can go on
for up to 26 weeks to help defray
the costs of their employment train-
ing. The OJT initiative is funded by
the county Freeholder Board
through the Workforce Investment
Board.


