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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Neighbors Sign Petition
Opposing Kehler Lights

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Westfield resi-
dents living near Kehler Stadium
are coming out in opposition to
plans to place temporary lights on
the turf field.

Westfield Soccer Association
(WSA) has asked the board of edu-
cation, which owns the stadium, for
permission to use lights from the
beginning of March to the middle
of May to enable soccer and la-
crosse teams to practice during the
evenings.

The field would be used by
Westfield High School until 7 p.m.
and then the soccer and lacrosse
associations from 7 p.m. until 9.30
p.m., with the lights switched off at
9.40 p.m.

But residents of houses in the
same area as the stadium will peti-
tion the board of education to turn
down the application.

Gregg and Jean Lehmberg, whose
home overlooks the stadium, will
be sending the petition to the board
this week to demonstrate that there
is “a groundswell of negativity to-
wards the idea.”

Mr. and Mrs. Lehmberg say they
have children who are and have
been involved in sports so they do
understand the WSA’s position, but
that the use of Kehler Stadium has
increased to a point where it im-
pacts on their quality of life.

Mr. Lehmberg said, “There has
been an explosive increase in use
over the time we’ve lived here and
especially since the field was turfed
in 2005. The field was once limited
to high school and other school-
related sports, but has now been
expanded to other sports programs
outside the school system, so it is
used seven days a week for many
hours each day.”

The petition will highlight what
signatories say is the negative im-
pact of the increased use, including
“constant noise from players,
coaches, fans, whistles, etc.” and
“pump-it-up music and amateur an-
nouncers on the booming PA sys-
tem.”

Residents also are concerned
about increased traffic and incon-
siderate parking.

But WSA Trustee Peter Franks
sought to allay the fears of resi-

dents, saying the noise from the
closest generator to their homes
would be equivalent to hearing a
human conversation, according to
government guidelines. He said he
would not expect light to reach as
far as homes surrounding the sta-
dium.

Mr. Franks said it was impossible
to get all of the 70 WSA teams on
grass fields in daylight in the spring
and this meant that some children
were having to travel to train on
“out-of-town, substandard fields,”
some of them starting sessions at 9
p.m.

“There is simply not enough field
space in Westfield to meet the de-
mands of spring users across all
sectors of athletics (high school,
youth groups and the general pub-
lic),” he said.

“Having the field at Kehler from
7 to 9:30 at night during the week
would allow many of those teams to
be closer to home, at a decent hour
and on a quality surface. I think that
is enough reason to run a test,” he
added.

Mr. Franks stressed that this was
a pilot program, completely funded
by the sports associations, and that
he hoped the community would see
it as an opportunity to test out the
impact on the sports programs and
the community.

“I truly think this will be a step
off the curb as opposed to a jump
off the cliff,” he said.

A decision will be made by the
board of education at its meeting at
7.30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 3, in
the Board Room (Room 105) of the
administration building, located at
302 Elm Street, Westfield. The
meeting will be open to the public.

Courtesy of Joe O’Keefe
GET YOUR HOT CHOCOLATE...These youngsters sell hot chocolate in the
snow in Westfield on Saturday. Pictured, from left to right, are: Finn O'Keefe,
Eamon Mason and Riley O'Keefe.

CADET NURSES DESERVE RECOGNITION... Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th)
welcomes Westfield resident Diana Taylor to his district office to discuss the
United States Cadet Nurse Corps Equity Act, which Mr. Lance will soon
introduce in Congress. The measure would formally recognize the U.S. cadet
nurses for their service to the nation during World War II.  For years, Ms. Taylor
has advocated for her fellow cadet nurses to have the honor of formal recognition
by the military.  Mr. Lance will soon sponsor the legislation in the U.S. House to
ensure their rightful salute in history.

Dominic A. Lagano for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW MEN IN BLUE...Five new officers joined the ranks of the Westfield Police
Department and were sworn in at Tuesday night’s Westfield Town Council
meeting. The five new officers, pictured with Chief Dave Wayman, right, are:
Eric Carrero, Robert Desiato, Jr., Aaron Doherty, Kristopher Jackus and Ryan
Weiss.

Garwood Sees 16-Percent
Hike In RVSA Assessment

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) officials
told the borough council Tuesday
that Garwood’s waste flow has re-
mained flat, but its proportion among
the 14 municipalities within the coa-
lition has jumped, resulting in a 16-
percent increase in the borough’s as-
sessment this year.

The spike of $86,428 equates to an
approximately $45 increase per home
assessed at $100,000, Councilwoman
Sara Todisco said, $6 more than the
total tax increase passed by the coun-
cil last year.

The charge is $26,000 more than
last year’s increase, and returns the
RVSA assessment to 2008 levels, ac-
cording to Councilman Jim Mathieu.

RVSA Executive Director James
Meehan explained that while the
agency’s budget has remained static,
the costs are adjusted by percentage
depending on use among the 11 mem-
bers and three user municipalities
from Springfield to Woodbridge.

Although the borough’s waste flow
has remained at about an average of
0.81 million gallons per day (mgd)

over the past few years, since the
RVSA’s total has dropped from 30
mgd to 26 mgd, Garwood’s share has
jumped.

The reduction, he said, was due to
other towns, like Rahway, making
improvements in their system to re-
duce things such as inflow and infil-
tration. I-and-I, as it is called, in-
cludes water leaching into the sewer
pipes through cracks and holes.

He said because Garwood is so
small, and its waste water flow like-
wise, similar expenditures probably
would not be economically benefi-
cial to the borough.

“It’s a little scary to sit here and
realize that there’s nothing we can do
other than pay the bill,” Ms. Todisco
said.

Mr. Meehan said that since the
assessments are based on a five-year
average, Garwood should expect to
see 5- to 7-percent increases “for
another year or two.”

The matter is of particular impor-
tance to the finance committee, chaired
by Councilman Louis Petruzzelli, who
stated the panel has already met twice.
The council has scheduled two special
meetings, on consecutive Thursdays,
March 12 and March 19, for a public
hearing of the budget.

The council also heard from
Garwood’s financial officials, who
briefed the members on a proposed
bond sale, the borough’s first in 12
years.

The bond would consolidate about
$2.74 million of existing debt, ac-
crued since 2004 and now financed
through short-term lending, into an
11-year note that municipal auditor
Warren Korecky projected would be
bought at 2.25 percent. At that rate,
the bond would result in $389,373.50
in interest payments over the 11 years.

Among the items that would be
included for the March 31 sale are
$851,086 from the athletic field com-
plex – or the Recreation and Sports
Complex – that opened in Novem-
ber; $342,615 for the new dump truck
that was purchased last year, and 15
other various road and capital
projects, vehicles and equipment.

The new bond would add to the
current debt service remaining on the
2003 note and raise the borough’s
total debt liability to $4.88 million.

In action taken by the council, the
members – after a more than one-
hour executive session during the
workshop portion of the meeting –
unanimously voted to seek arbitra-
tion in the governing body’s negotia-
tions with the police officers’ union.
The most recent contract expired
December 31 and the negotiating
committee and union have been un-
able to come to an agreement after
six months of talks, police negotia-
tion committee chairwoman Ann
Tarantino said.

Additionally, officials voted to
spend $21,500 to purchase finance
and tax software from Edmunds &
Associates of Northfield, N.J., that
will allow residents or business own-
ers to remit tax payments via com-
puter.

The purchase was necessitated be-
cause the borough’s current software
provider, First Byte of Teaneck, N.J.,
is unable to continue support due to a
health condition of one of the princi-
pals.

Additionally, the council amended
its regulations regarding parks, play-
grounds and facilities to remove the
clause that permitted the killing of
snakes on sight. It also abolished the
construction board of appeals and
removed the cost-of-living index pro-
vision from the ordinance regulating
political contributions.
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SP-F BOE
spring of 2016. The classes will be
held in district and at no cost other
than to release teachers to visit the
U.S. Holocaust Museum in Wash-
ington, D.C. Additionally, there will
be the cost of release time for dis-
trict participants to attend a Distin-
guished Scholar Lecture at Kean
University.

In other business, board member
Trip Whitehouse said that on Satur-
day, March 14, there will be an
exhibition game between the St.
John’s University Women’s Soccer
Team and the Sky Blue, a New
Jersey professional women’s soc-
cer team. It will be played on the
upper soccer field at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, he said. He
also said the district will be able to
run a concession stand at the game.
The tentative start time is 2 p.m.,
said Ms. Saridaki. The game is free.

Mr. Whitehouse, who is on the
finance committee, said the budget
process is moving forward and the
tentative budget will be discussed
on Thursday, March 19, at an open
agenda meeting at the administra-
tion building.

The next meeting of the board of
education will take place this
evening, Thursday, February 26, at
7:30 p.m., at the administration
building in Scotch Plains.
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SP Budget
only five or six grants given across
the country. The chief said the
Comcast bill is $120 per month for
phones and Internet at the police de-
partment.

“We should be looking at budget-
ing with a five-year plan for some of
these expenditures,” Mayor Glover
said.

The next department head to speak
was Joe Timko, an assistant engineer
of the engineering department. His
total request for the operating budget
was $41,944. Other expenses, such
as salaries and wages, he said, would
come from the capital budget. He
said that the town’s contribution to a
paving project on West Broad Street
would be $20,000. It is a New Jersey
Department of Transportation project,
he said. He also said that $15,000
would go to getting a survey of Byrd
Avenue.

Mr. Mirabella was the last speaker,
and said that his departmental budget
request was for $381,950.

As the meeting was about to end,
Councilman Llewellyn Jones asked
to revisit the question of making a
draft of the budget public. Again,
Mayor Glover and Deputy Mayor
Gialanella were not in favor of it
until the hearing process is com-
plete.

“The budget is still a work in
progress,” Mayor Glover said. Mr.
Mirabella had a different opinion but
deferred to the mayor.

The next council budget workshop
meeting will be Tuesday, March 3, at
5 p.m., in the council conference
room on the second floor of the mu-
nicipal building, when the budgets of
the Parks and Recreation and Public
Property Departments will be pre-
sented.
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FW Rec.
19, according to the recreation com-
mission website, and will feature an
egg-decorating competition with
prizes for those who bring their own
eggs. Additionally, summer day camp
signups began last week and are fill-
ing up fast. Already 640 registrations
have been processed and several
weeks of the camp are filled up.
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FW CFO
deserved here,” Mr. Kranz said. But
given that, he said, “The recreation
commission wants to go ahead.
They are happy with this design.”

The borough council approved a
resolution to receive bids for the
paving projects for Burns Way and
La Grande Avenue. A resolution
also was passed to award a contract
to tax appeal attorney Palumbo and
Renaud not to exceed $10,000.

Three resolutions were passed to
award contracts to environmental
engineering firm CTM, Lightower
for a right-of-way use agreement,
and a special environmental engi-
neer, Prestige Environmental.

The borough council approved a
resolution to allow Oh’ Brian’s Pour
House the use of the northside rail
station for the St. Patrick’s Day 5th
Annual Fundraiser on Saturday,
March 7, from 12:30 to 9:30 p.m.,
to benefit the Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Raiders Music Boosters. Tick-
ets are $7 per adult.

A resolution was passed autho-
rizing the mayor to sign the Police
Benevolent Association contract for
the term 2015 to 2017. The contract
remains under negotiation, Mrs.
McGovern told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

Mike Venezia, a volunteer and
member of the Senior Citizens Club,
was named the Volunteer of the
Month.

Resident Michael Lewis encour-
aged residents to pick up a copy of
“Taking Charge, What to Do if Your
Identity is Stolen,” an informational
packet that defines how to avoid
scams and identity theft, that is
available in the lobby of the police
department.

The council also asked residents
to shovel sidewalks and keep them
clear.

The month of February was pro-
claimed Black History Month in
Fanwood.

WF Police Make Promotions
At Town Council Ceremony

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — At its regular pub-
lic meeting Tuesday evening, the town
council held a special swearing-in
ceremony for new and veteran mem-
bers of the Westfield Police Depart-
ment.

In the course of the past year, the
Westfield Police Department hired
five new members for its force. As all
five recently completed the require-
ments for graduation from their re-
spective police academies, they were
subsequently sworn in as law en-
forcement officers assigned to the
town.

The council and Westfield Police
Chief David Wayman also honored
four veteran members of the police
force with promotions.

As Mayor Andy Skibitsky was
unavailable due to business commit-
ments, the officers were sworn in by
Acting Mayor JoAnn Neylan.

“I am honored to preside over
tonight’s police promotions and
swearing-in ceremonies,” began Ms.
Neylan. “I have served as the chair of
the Public Safety Committee for many
years now and I’ve had the opportu-
nity to work with our public safety
professionals on a regular basis.

“In doing so, I have been able to
gain insight into the job we ask them
to perform, day in and day out, on
weekends and every holiday, and in
every type of weather condition,” Ms.
Neylan stated. “The one thing the
mayor and I have learned is that due
to the boundless nature of the police
officers here, no day in police work is
ever alike.

“The officers that are being pro-
moted this evening are highly trained
and experienced individuals who have
dedicated their lives to serve and to
protect. And the recruits that are be-
ing sworn in this evening are begin-
ning an essential and esteemed pro-
fessional career in law enforcement
and public safety,” Ms. Neylan stated.

Chief Wayman introduced each
officer with a brief history of their

prior work before Ms. Neylan led the
swearing-in. A friend or family mem-
ber then pinned the officer’s badge to
his uniform.

The five new officers hired by the
Westfield Police Department are Eric
Carrero, Robert Desiato, Jr., Aaron
Doherty, Kristopher Jackus and Ryan
Weiss.

The veteran officers were promoted
as follows: Marcin Kapka was pro-
moted to sergeant, Leonard Lugo and
Jason Mc Erlean were both promoted
to lieutenant and John Ricerca was
promoted to captain.

Chief Wayman also shared some
remarks about the nature of police
work and the quality of the officers
who were honored. “We are taking a
step forward tonight. We are devel-
oping and preparing one aspect of the
Westfield Police Department for the
future.

“We are preparing and planning
for the unknown. As we all know,
crime, man-made disasters, natural
disasters, do not recognize jurisdic-
tional boundaries. And here in
Westfield, we are as susceptible as
anyone, anywhere else. The Westfield
Police Department must be prepared
to meet and address any and all chal-
lenges brought our way,” Chief
Wayman stated. “These officers here
tonight will play a vital role in the
planning and the preparing for the
challenging future ahead.”

In other news, the council awarded
a contract to Integrated Technical
Systems, Incorporated, a purveyor of
electronic and computerized systems
based out of Wallingford, Conn. The
contract was awarded for the pur-
chase of extended hardware and soft-
ware warranties for the 25 “smart”
parking pay stations installed last year.

The next town council conference
session open to the public is sched-
uled for Tuesday, March 10, at 7p.m.,
at the municipal building, located at
425 East Broad Street. The confer-
ence session will be immediately fol-
lowed by the council’s regular public
meeting at 7:45 p.m.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WATER MAINS…New Jersey American Water Co.'s project to replace nearly
one mile of a 48-inch water main on Madison Avenue and Portland Avenue is
expected to be completed by the end of April.


