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Fanwood CFO Tompkins Adds
Role of Deputy Administrator

BOE OK’s Partnership With
Kean U. to Train Teachers
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — At the borough
council official meeting last
Wednesday, Borough Chief Finan-
cial Officer Fred Tompkins was
appointed to the newly created po-
sition of deputy administrator at a
salary of $20,000 a year.

Councilman Daniel Levine said
one of the hardest working people
in the borough is Eleanor
McGovern, who serves as both the
borough administrator and the bor-
ough clerk. “We have a second
gifted professional and that is our
CFO, Fred Tompkins. He is part-
time now and is able to add more

hours,” Mr. Levine added. “It is an
opportunity to create a role for Fred
under Eleanor to help Eleanor.”

In other business, the borough
was awarded a $200,000 grant from
the Safe Routes to School Program
from the New Jersey Department of
Transportation (DOT). The funds
will be put towards Madison Av-
enue, which serves Park Middle
School and School 1. This is the
first time the borough has received
the grant money, after applying each
of the last three years, Mayor Col-
leen Mahr said.

The program’s main objectives,
according to the DOT website, are
to enable and encourage children in

Kindergarten to grade 8, including
those with disabilities, to walk and
bicycle to school; to make bicy-
cling and walking to school a safer
and more appealing transportation
alternative, thereby encouraging a
healthy and active lifestyle from an
early age; and to facilitate the plan-
ning, development and implemen-
tation of projects and activities that
will improve safety and reduce traf-
fic, fuel consumption and air pollu-
tion in the vicinity of schools.

In his health report, Councilman
Tom Kranz said the Westfield Re-
gional Health Department, which
serves Fanwood, told him that New
Jersey has a 96-percent compliance
of children having the measles vac-
cine, which is above the national
average of 91 percent. Mr. Kranz
reported that 99 to 100 percent of
children in all Fanwood daycare
centers and schools have been vac-
cinated for measles.

The Fanwood Recreation Com-
mission, at its first meeting of the
year, presented a new, scaled down
proposal for the skateboard park,
Mr. Kranz said. Last year the bud-
get was $259,000 to build the skate-
board park at Forest Road Park, Mr.
Kranz said. He said the project went
out to bid twice and came in too
high and that the lowest bidder re-
fused to negotiate unless he was
given a new proposal. So, the com-
mission prepared a new proposal
that cut $88,000 from the original
design by reducing the number of
skating elements and ramps, and
eliminating landscaping, paint, a
timed magnetic lock, and a wrought
iron fence. A chain-link fence was
proposed to replace the wrought
iron version. The new proposal has
a projected cost of $248,000.

“There is some skepticism that is
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By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The board
of education, last Thursday evening,
adopted a resolution approving
partnering with Kean University to
train teachers on how to teach les-
sons on the Holocaust and toler-
ance.

In another action taken by the
board, it voted to approve the ac-
ceptance of $300 from Atlantic
Health Care Systems to McGinn
Elementary School for its submis-
sion of the McGinn Garden Grant.

The board also voted to approve
a resolution allocating $32,000 for
Potter Architects to oversee secu-
rity upgrades. The project will be
partially funded by a grant (60 per-
cent) with the remainder (40 per-
cent) by the district. The project
involves installing security systems
at Brunner, $5,060; Coles, $5,060;
School One, $5,060; Park Middle
School, $8,910, and Terrill Middle
School, $8,910.

The board voted to accept the
recommendation of Business Ad-
ministrator Deborah Saridaki to
accept the proposal and installation
of laboratory furnishings and equip-
ment for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School Room 140 Science
Lab through Longo Associates and
MRESC, the New Jersey State co-
operative purchasing system, at a
total cost of $105,311.68. Addi-
tionally, the board voted to accept
her recommendation for the instal-
lation of laboratory furnishings for
Room 141 at the cost of
$105,690.56, which was purchased
through the state cooperative pur-
chasing program.

The board approved a memoran-
dum of agreement with the Kean
University Diversity Council to par-
ticipate in and provide classroom
space for two courses, EMSE 5342
Teaching of the Holocaust in the
fall of 2015 and EMSE 5342 Teach-
ing Prejudice Reduction in the
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WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT…New Jersey American Water Co.'s 10-week
project to replace nearly one mile of a 48-inch water main on Madison Avenue
and Portland Avenue between Willow Avenue and Westfield Road in Scotch
Plains continues and is expected to be completed by the end of April.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WAS ELSA VISITING CRANFORD?... This ice sculpture of Olaf was a creation of Robert Scott of Springfield Avenue in
Cranford.

LUCK OF THE IRISH...The Fifth Annual St. Patrick’s Day Fundraiser will be
held on Saturday, March 7, from 12:30 to 9:30 p.m., at the Fanwood Train
Station. The fundraiser is jointly sponsored by O’Brian’s Pourhouse and the
Fanwood Business and Professional Association to benefit the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Music Boosters. Shown above are Irish  dancers from last year’s event.

Photo courtesy of Gene Jannotti
PACKED HOUSE…Scores of business members and area leaders filled the
Rooster Spin Restaurant  in Westfield on Monday night for the monthly
“Networking” of the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce.

Scotch Plains Council Begins
Department Hearings on ’15 Budget

Fanwood Rec. Commission
Reviews Survey Results

By THOMAS VAN DUYNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Rec-
reation Commission convened at its
regular time on Tuesday night to dis-
cuss the results from a recent survey
that had been posted on its website.
Commission members hoped to use
the results to check their progress
against a five-year plan that had been
created in 2011, and also to craft a
new direction. Ninety-eight surveys
were completed and compiled into a
report for the commissioners to re-
view. Amongst the most popular feed-
back received was for an interest in
the construction of a pavilion at For-
est Road Park, which was met with
support from the mayor’s office, and
to have the playground rebuilt at
LaGrande Park.

The existing playground, built in
1995, is 20 years old. When built, it
had a life expectancy of only 10 years.
Recreation Director Bob Budiansky
said that the playground had been
“gently used” and was “not falling
apart,” which is why the borough has
gotten so much more use out of it.
According to the commission, a plan
to update the facilities at the play-
ground had been discussed before,
and that was a contributing factor in
not replacing some of the large trees
that have come down around the play-
ground in the last few years.

In order to update the space, the
borough would have to rip up the
footprint of the existing playground
and completely start over. This would
allow for new landscaping and con-
struction of completely new elements.
A proposal of a train station theme
was thrown around as a possibility
for the design.

There was some discussion about
whether the playground should be a
priority over the repaving of the ten-

nis courts at Forest Road Park, due to
the playground still being useable
and the courts needing drastic re-
pairs. Commission member Amy
Boroff reminded her colleagues that
“50 percent of the population [in Fan-
wood] is under 18” and that the play-
ground would do more to appeal to
them.

The survey also showed interest in
the establishment of a community
garden. An interest from the public in
the establishment of a spray park was
met with hesitation from the com-
mission after observing the issues
that Scotch Plains has encountered
with its park. Mr. Budiansky said,
“during the summer other towns drop
their day camps off at the park” and
that there have been complaints “that
there are a lot of kids running around
unsupervised and doing unhygienic
things.”

In the end, the board decided to
establish a subcommittee to debrief
the findings of the survey further and
to make a report in terms of progress
on the five-year plan.

A motion was passed at the end of
the meeting to have Mr. Budiansky
discuss with the department of public
works what can be done to make the
Fanwood Skating Rink more acces-
sible next year. Despite the ideal skat-
ing weather of the last few weeks the
rink has remained closed because the
valve for the water supply, which is
buried underground, is frozen under
a foot of ice and cannot be used. The
commission is considering options
to move the water supply indoors or
above ground.

Also discussed Tuesday night were
upcoming programs such as the Eas-
ter Egg Hunt. The hunt will take
place on Sunday, April 12, with a rain
date of the following Sunday, April
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SCOTCH PLAINS – The township
council held the first of two budget
workshop meetings on Tuesday
evening. Officials heard the requests
of the police and fire departments, the
engineering department and also from
the administration.

The meeting started with a differ-
ence of opinion between Town Man-
ager Al Mirabella, who wished to
make a draft of the budget requests
available to the public, and Mayor
Kevin Glover and Deputy Mayor
Colleen Gialanella, who wanted to
keep release of the information until
there is a finished budget. It was
agreed to table the matter and revisit

it later in the evening.
Fire Chief John Ellis requested

$750,000 for the department’s oper-
ating budget. The chief said the de-
partment needed to replace a 20-year-
old vehicle pumper which pumps
1,500 gallons of water a minute with
one that can pump 3,000 a minute.
The chief also said that it would cost
$95,000 to upgrade and consolidate
the red alert system. It would also pay
for a mobile video camera (MVC).
He also said it would cost $50,000 to
replace his (the chief’s) vehicle, which
has 50,000 miles on it.

Chief Ellis also said he would like
to purchase new pagers. Mr. Mirabella
suggested looking for funding to ac-
complish some the projects the chief
would like done. The chief said that
up until now the department had
enough clothing, but now personnel
are in need of purchasing pants and
coats. He also said the northside
firehouse needs a new roof and that
the leaders and gutters have to be
replaced.

“We have a building that leaks;
we’re not going to replace the build-
ing until five years out,” Chief Ellis
said. The chief ended his presenta-
tion by saying they were looking for
a grant to replace the department’s
radio system.

The next department head to speak
was Police Chief Brian Mahoney. He
requested $5,971,650 for the operat-
ing budget and said that $5,625,000
was for salaries and wages. The chief
said the budget had been reduced by
25 percent.

“We’ve cut it to the bare bones,” he
said. He said the department has 46
officers this year as opposed to 41 in
2014. He said most of the budget is
taken up by salaries and wages. Other
expenses, he said, were uniform al-
lowances, phones and other replace-
ment costs. Chief Mahoney said the
police vehicles are aging and broken
down.

“Our fleet is largely falling apart,”
he said. “The usual standard is 80,000
to 100,000 miles,” he added. He said
that the usual police car is a four-
wheel drive and there are six to eight
cars on the road every shift.

Answering a question from Coun-
cilman John Del Sordi, Jr. about a
motorcycle, the chief said there are
four officers who use it.

The chief said $32,000 would be
used for protective equipment such
as handcuffs. The chief said medical
supplies, blankets and pillows would
cost $9,000. He said the department
pays to outfit the crossing guards and
for their equipment. He said uniforms,
which include two summer shirts,
two winter shirts, and two pairs of
pants, cost $1,000.

Chief Mahoney said a new tech-
nology plan would cost $39,000 for
work stations, lights, cameras, sirens
and radios. He finished by saying it is
now the law, as of March 1, that
police cars must have MVCs (Mobile
Vehicle Cameras). He said the de-
partment is working on a grant now
to offset the costs of cameras. He
cautioned, however, that there will be
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