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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

O’Brien said. Commissioner Tho-
mas Hannen, Jr. asked how many
parking spots would be lost, and Mr.
O’Brien said he would find out.

During public comment, the man-
ager of Jeff’s Landscaping, Gerry
Grillo, brought up the changes in the
building coverages when the master
plan was adopted last year. “This part
of this ordinance is extremely impor-
tant to this town. The way they are in
the law has now put a chokehold on
everyone in this town and anyone
looking to move in to make an invest-
ment,” Mr. Grillo said.

Zoning Officer Bob Hudak made
recommendations to the committee
regarding the building coverage.

The recreation department had an
increase in salaries, Recreation Di-
rector Steve Robertazzi said, after the
department hired staff last year. He
also said the public pool membership
decreased after the department raised
pool fees last year.

The police department is request-
ing an additional parking enforce-
ment officer and two new police of-
ficers be added to the force for a total
police force of 51 officers.

“Another part-time or full-time per-
son (parking enforcement officer)
would optimize the parking system
we have,” Police Chief James
Wozniak said.

Last year, the township upgraded
its parking meter system at a cost of
about $463,000.

Resident Barbara Krause urged the
committee to support the fire and
police departments in their requests
for additional staff. When asked by
Mrs. Krause about the fire
department’s request for eight addi-
tional firefighters, Mayor Kalnins
said, “I don’t think that is realistic.”

“I think we have to put our finan-
cial resources in the most important
areas,” Mrs. Krause said.

Mrs. Krause also noted the fire
department’s recent presentation on
fire, as well as the fire that collapsed
a building in Edgewater. In light of
the highly flammable materials used
in modern-day construction, and that
type of building materials being used
in newly built apartment complexes
in Cranford, she asked the township
to lobby for stricter construction
codes.

“This state code has so many prob-
lems. We have a responsibility to
address it, especially since these units
are in our community in large num-
bers,” Mrs. Krause said.
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“I truly think this will be a step off
the curb as opposed to a jump off the
cliff,” he said.

A decision will be made by the
board of education at its meeting at
7.30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 3, in the
Board Room (Room 105) of the ad-
ministration building, located at 302
Elm Street, Westfield. The meeting
will be open to the public.

Courtesy of Joe O’Keefe
GET YOUR HOT CHOCOLATE... These youngsters sell hot chocolate in the
snow in Westfield on Saturday. Pictured, from left to right, are: Finn O'Keefe,
Eamon Mason, and Riley O'Keefe.

CADET NURSES DESERVE RECOGNITION... Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th)
welcomes Westfield resident Diana Taylor to his district office to discuss the
United States Cadet Nurse Corps Equity Act, which Mr. Lance will soon
introduce in Congress. The measure would formally recognize the U.S. cadet
nurses for their service to the nation during World War II.  For years, Ms. Taylor
has advocated for her fellow cadet nurses to have the honor of formal recognition
by the military.  Mr. Lance will soon sponsor the legislation in the U.S. House to
ensure their rightful salute in history.

Photo courtesy of Gene Jannotti
PACKED HOUSE…Scores of business members and area leaders filled the
Rooster Spin Restaurant  in Westfield on Monday night for the monthly
“Networking” of the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce.

Cranford Amends Land
Development Ordinance

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee Tuesday at its official
meeting recognized the 37 years of
service Fire Chief Leonard Dolan,
III has contributed to the Cranford
Fire Department. Fire Chief Dolan
is to retire this Sunday, March 1, and
Fire Captain Dean Russamano was
appointed as acting fire chief for a
term not to exceed 60 days.

Chief Dolan’s son, Patrick Dolan,
was appointed as a firefighter within
the Cranford Fire Department. Mr.
Dolan is a third-generation
firefighter. “It is an awesome expe-
rience for me as well as for him,”
Chief Dolan said of his son follow-
ing in his footsteps.

Chief Dolan recounted his son’s
experiences as a youth in the
firehouse, then as an adult interning
at a volunteer fire department where
he experienced his first real fire to
fight. “He got his first taste of
firefighting…from that point on it
was a no-brainer to me that was
going to be his career,” Chief Dolan
said.

The township amended its Land

Development ordinance after Zon-
ing Officer Bob Hudak realized the
allowable maximum building cov-
erages made it nearly impossible for
homeowners to make an addition to
a home without having to apply for
a variance. Mr. Hudak’s building
coverage recommendations were
changed per the following: from 18
percent to 25 percent in the R-1 and
R-2 zones; 19 percent to 28 percent
in the R-3 zones, and 20 percent to
30 percent in the R-4 and R-5 (single-
and two-family homes) zones.

Florio, Perrucci, Steinhardt &
Fader was approved, 4-to-1, by the
township committee to provide af-
fordable-housing legal services to
not exceed $10,000 in the year 2015.
Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr.
voted against the resolution.

Phil Morin is an attorney of the
firm, and has previously represented
the township in the Birchwood liti-
gation. Mr. Morin previously served
as Union County Republican chair-
man and is a former mayor of
Cranford.

Residents of Cranford, in the past,
had said they thought hiring this
firm represented a conflict of inter-
est. A partner of the firm, Florio
Perrucci Steinhardt & Fader, was
alleged to be connected to Lehigh
Acquisition Corp. and Woodmont
Properties, which is the new devel-
opment at 555 South Avenue that
was the result of a builder’s remedy
lawsuit.

Resident Rita La Brutto said in the
conference session held prior to the
official meeting that she believed
hiring this firm would be “throwing
good money after bad.”

The township had submitted an
RFQ twice, and both times only one
law firm bid, Mayor Andis Kalnins
said. He also said it was sent directly
to the township’s appeal attorney,
and the attorney did not bid.

“It’s pretty unfortunate what has
gone on here, especially since we
are concerned of conflict,” Ms. La
Brutto said.

Ms. La Brutto also has voiced her
opinion on affordable-housing cred-
its that she believes exist currently
in Cranford but are not accounted
for, and has asked the committee on
multiple occasions to pursue those
credits.

During public comment at the of-
ficial meeting, resident Frank Krause
asked again to have the committee
extend an offer to Governor Chris
Christie to come and speak at a town
hall meeting in Cranford.

Garwood Sees 16-Percent
Hike In RVSA Assessment

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) officials
told the borough council Tuesday
that Garwood’s waste flow has re-
mained flat, but its proportion among
the 14 municipalities within the coa-
lition has jumped, resulting in a 16-
percent increase in the borough’s as-
sessment this year.

The spike of $86,428 equates to an
approximately $45 increase per home
assessed at $100,000, Councilwoman
Sara Todisco said, $6 more than the
total tax increase passed by the coun-
cil last year.

The charge is $26,000 more than
last year’s increase, and returns the
RVSA assessment to 2008 levels,
according to Councilman Jim
Mathieu.

RVSA Executive Director James
Meehan explained that while the
agency’s budget has remained static,
the costs are adjusted by percentage
depending on use among the 11 mem-
bers and three user municipalities
from Springfield to Woodbridge.

Although the borough’s waste flow
has remained at about an average of
0.81 million gallons per day (mgd)
over the past few years, since the
RVSA’s total has dropped from 30

mgd to 26 mgd, Garwood’s share has
jumped.

The reduction, he said, was due to
other towns, like Rahway, making im-
provements in their system to reduce
things such as inflow and infiltration. I-
and-I, as it is called, includes water
leaching into the sewer pipes through
cracks and holes.

He said because Garwood is so small,
and its waste water flow likewise, simi-
lar expenditures probably would not be
economically beneficial to the borough.

“It’s a little scary to sit here and
realize that there’s nothing we can do
other than pay the bill,” Ms. Todisco
said.

Mr. Meehan said that since the
assessments are based on a five-year
average, Garwood should expect to
see 5- to 7-percent increases “for
another year or two.”

The matter is of particular impor-
tance to the finance committee,
chaired by Councilman Louis
Petruzzelli, who stated the panel has
already met twice. The council has
scheduled two special meetings, on
consecutive Thursdays, March 12 and
March 19, for a public hearing of the
budget.

The council also heard from
Garwood’s financial officials, who
briefed the members on a proposed
bond sale, the borough’s first in 12
years.

The bond would consolidate about
$2.74 million of existing debt, ac-
crued since 2004 and now financed
through short-term lending, into an
11-year note that municipal auditor
Warren Korecky projected would be
bought at 2.25 percent. At that rate,
the bond would result in $389,373.50
in interest payments over the 11 years.

Among the items that would be
included for the March 31 sale are
$851,086 from the athletic field com-
plex – or the Recreation and Sports
Complex – that opened in Novem-
ber; $342,615 for the new dump truck
that was purchased last year, and 15
other various road and capital
projects, vehicles and equipment.

The new bond would add to the
current debt service remaining on the
2003 note and raise the borough’s
total debt liability to $4.88 million.

In action taken by the council, the
members – after a more than one-
hour executive session during the
workshop portion of the meeting –
unanimously voted to seek arbitra-
tion in the governing body’s negotia-
tions with the police officers’ union.
The most recent contract expired
December 31 and the negotiating
committee and union have been un-
able to come to an agreement after
six months of talks, police negotia-
tion committee chairwoman Ann
Tarantino said.

Additionally, officials voted to spend
$21,500 to purchase finance and tax
software from Edmunds & Associates
of Northfield, N.J., that will allow
residents or business owners to remit
tax payments via computer.

The purchase was necessitated be-
cause the borough’s current software
provider, First Byte of Teaneck, N.J.,
is unable to continue support due to a
health condition of one of the princi-
pals.

Additionally, the council amended
its regulations regarding parks, play-
grounds and facilities to remove the
clause that permitted the killing of
snakes on sight. It also abolished the
construction board of appeals and
removed the cost-of-living index pro-
vision from the ordinance regulating
political contributions.
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at the municipal building, located at
425 East Broad Street. The confer-
ence session will be immediately fol-
lowed by the council’s regular public
meeting at 7:45 p.m.

Scotch Plains Begins Dept.
Hearings on ‘15 Budget

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – The township
council held the first of two budget
workshop meetings on Tuesday
evening. Officials heard the requests of
the police and fire departments, the
engineering department and also from
the administration.

The meeting started with a differ-
ence of opinion between Town Man-
ager Al Mirabella, who wished to make
a draft of the budget requests available
to the public, and Mayor Kevin Glover
and Deputy Mayor Colleen Gialanella,
who wanted to keep release of the
information until there is a finished
budget. It was agreed to table the matter
and revisit it later in the evening.

Fire Chief John Ellis requested
$750,000 for the department’s operat-
ing budget. The chief said the depart-
ment needed to replace a 20-year-old
vehicle pumper which pumps 1,500
gallons of water a minute with one that
can pump 3,000 a minute. The chief
also said that it would cost $95,000 to
upgrade and consolidate the red alert
system. It would also pay for a mobile
video camera (MVC). He also said it
would cost $50,000 to replace his (the
chief’s) vehicle, which has 50,000 miles
on it.

Chief Ellis also said he would like to
purchase new pagers. Mr. Mirabella
suggested looking for funding to ac-
complish some the projects the chief
would like done. The chief said that up
until now the department had enough
clothing, but now personnel are in need
of purchasing pants and coats. He also
said the northside firehouse needs a
new roof and that the leaders and gut-
ters have to be replaced.

“We have a building that leaks; we’re
not going to replace the building until
five years out,” Chief Ellis said. The
chief ended his presentation by saying
they were looking for a grant to replace
the department’s radio system.

The next department head to speak
was Police Chief Brian Mahoney. He
requested $5,971,650 for the operating
budget and said that $5,625,000 was
for salaries and wages. The chief said
the budget had been reduced by 25
percent.

“We’ve cut it to the bare bones,” he
said. He said the department has 46
officers this year as opposed to 41 in
2014. He said most of the budget is
taken up by salaries and wages. Other
expenses, he said, were uniform allow-
ances, phones and other replacement
costs. Chief Mahoney said the police
vehicles are aging and broken down.

“Our fleet is largely falling apart,” he
said. “The usual standard is 80,000 to
100,000 miles,” he added. He said that
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sented conceptual plans including 3D
images of the proposed redesign of
the entrance way and media center at
Deerfield School.

The proposed renovations at the
Deerfield entrance way include larger
signage and improved ADA (Ameri-
cans With Disabilities) access as well
as the installation of a small concrete
plaza. Improvements for the interior
of the building will include reorgani-
zation of the main office with addi-
tional windows which will increase
visibility for visitor access. The reno-
vations at the media center will in-
volve a new ADA entrance, improved
signage, a collaborative computer
area and six different instructional
spaces including a reading area with
riser seating and improved shelving
for younger students.

Mr. Ruban reminded the public
that detailed spreadsheets of each
week’s expenditures and updates on
the progress of the renovations are
posted on the Board of Education
website and noted, based on the work
done so far, it appears the renovations
may be completed for less than the
amount budgeted.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
ZONING TALK...Gerry Grillo, manager of Jeffs Landscaping of Cranford,
speaks to the township committee Monday at the worskhop meeting about his
disapproval of the maximum building coverage that was adopted as part of the
land development ordinance last year. The committe on Tuesday amended the
ordinance to reflect the recommendations by the township zoning officer that
increased the maximum allowable building coverage. The township amended its
Land Development ordinance after Zoning Officer Bob Hudak realized the
allowable maximum building coverages made it nearly impossible for homeowners
to make an addition to a home without having to apply for a variance.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

the usual police car is a four-wheel
drive and there are six to eight cars on
the road every shift.

Answering a question from Coun-
cilman John Del Sordi, Jr. about a
motorcycle, the chief said there are
four officers who use it.

The chief said $32,000 would be
used for protective equipment such as
handcuffs. The chief said medical sup-
plies, blankets and pillows would cost
$9,000. He said the department pays to
outfit the crossing guards and for their
equipment. He said uniforms, which
include two summer shirts, two winter
shirts, and two pairs of pants, cost
$1,000.

Chief Mahoney said a new technol-
ogy plan would cost $39,000 for work
stations, lights, cameras, sirens and ra-
dios. He finished by saying it is now the
law, as of March 1, that police cars must
have MVCs (Mobile Vehicle Cameras).
He said the department is working on a
grant now to offset the costs of cam-
eras. He cautioned, however, that there
will be only five or six grants given
across the country. The chief said the
Comcast bill is $120 per month for
phones and Internet at the police de-
partment.

“We should be looking at budgeting
with a five-year plan for some of these
expenditures,” Mayor Glover said.

The next department head to speak
was Joe Timko, an assistant engineer of
the engineering department. His total
request for the operating budget was
$41,944. Other expenses, such as sala-
ries and wages, he said, would come
from the capital budget. He said that the
town’s contribution to a paving project
on West Broad Street would be $20,000.
It is a New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation project, he said. He also said
that $15,000 would go to getting a
survey of Byrd Avenue.

Mr. Mirabella was the last speaker,
and said that his departmental budget
request was for $381,950.

As the meeting was about to end,
Councilman Llewellyn Jones asked to
revisit the question of making a draft of
the budget public. Again, Mayor Glover
and Deputy Mayor Gialanella were not
in favor of it until the hearing process is
complete.

“The budget is still a work in
progress,” Mayor Glover said. Mr.
Mirabella had a different opinion but
deferred to the mayor.

The next council budget work-
shop meeting will be Tuesday, March
3, at 5 p.m., in the council confer-
ence room on the second floor of the
municipal building, when the bud-
gets of the Parks and Recreation and
Public Property Departments will
be presented.


