
BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-8  Thursday, February 19, 2015

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Monday Movies Open
To Cranford Seniors

CRANFORD — Cranford senior
citizens are invited to enjoy Mon-
day Morning Movies at the
Cranford Community Center, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford. The schedule is as fol-
lows:

March 2 — The Hundred-Foot
Journey, a comedy-drama star-
ring Helen Mirren, Om Puri, Juhi
Chawla, Manish Dayal and Char-
lotte Le Bon.

March 9 — And So It Goes, a
comedy-drama-romance star-
ring Michael Douglas, Diane
Keaton, Sterling Jerins, Annie
Parisse and Austin Lysy.

Movies are shown in the Audio
Visual Room on the second floor
of the Community Center, start-
ing at 11:15 a.m. These screen-
ings are for Cranford residents
exclusively. For additional infor-
mation, call (908) 709-7283.

Additionally, the senior health
maintenance nurse will be at the
Cranford Community Center on
Wednesday, March 4; Thursday,
March 5, and Friday, March 6,
from noon to 3 p.m.

For further information, call the
Cranford Community Center at
(908) 709-7283.

CRANFORD — Former local
resident James J. Gigantino II
will discuss his book, “The
Ragged Road to Abolition: Sla-
very and Freedom in New Jer-
sey, 1775-1865” (University of
Pennsylvania Press, 2014), this
Sunday, February 22, between
2 and 4 p.m., at the Crane-
Phillips House Museum. The pro-
gram will begin at 2:15 p.m.

A Cranford High School gradu-
ate, Mr. Gigantino is an assis-
tant professor of history at the
University of Arkansas. He is an
Early American historian who
specializes in the history of sla-
very. “The Ragged Road to Abo-
lition” focuses on how, contrary
to popular perception, slavery
persisted in the north well into
the 19th century. This was es-
pecially the case in New Jersey,
the last northern state to pass
an abolition statute, in 1804.

Because of the nature of the
law, which freed children born
to enslaved mothers only after
they had served their mother’s
master for more than two de-
cades, slavery continued in New
Jersey through the Civil War.
This realization shatters the per-
ceived easy dichotomies be-
tween free states and slave
states at the onset of the Civil
War and challenges people’s un-
derstanding of the impact of
the American Revolution on the
north.

Mr. Gigantino also is the edi-
tor of the forthcoming “The
American Revolution in New
Jersey: The Battlefront meets
the Home Front” (Rutgers Uni-
versity Press, April 2015) and
currently is researching a new
book, “William Livingston’s
American Revolution,” which

uses the life and experiences of
William Livingston, New Jersey’s
first governor, to explore how
ordinary Americans experienced
the Revolution.

Admission is free. The Crane-
Phillips House Museum is lo-
cated at 124 North Union Av-
enue, Cranford. To reserve a
seat, call the Cranford Histori-
cal Society’s office at (908) 276-
0082 or e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.

Established in 1927, the
Cranford Historical Society, a
non-profit organization, has
been dedicated to the preser-
vation and perpetuation of
Cranford’s history. More infor-
mation is avai lable at
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

Author to Give Talk Sunday
On Book About Slavery

Letter to the Editor

parents and students have al-
ready notified the board of their
intent to opt out of the test. In
response, the students who opt
out will receive what is called a
“disciplinary action” from the
state, the direct implementation
of which is being left up to the
districts. As of now, Cranford will
have the students taken to an-
other room to read quietly.

Also at Tuesday night’s meet-
ing, the board set the calendar for
the 2015-2016 school year, which

allows students to return after
Labor Day and sets spring break
over the week of Easter.

Additionally, the district passed
its annual audit with a perfect
score for another year. District
Auditor Robert Morrison said that
every year he tells his depart-
ment to have “professional skep-
ticism” when checking the fi-
nances, and for the past few years
now department personnel have
come back with no recommenda-
tions and glowing reports.

discovered by the Union County
Executive Superintendent.

The contract required correc-
tion before it could be consid-
ered and approved by the county.

The board approved several field
trips, including one for fifth-grade
students to the Cranford Indoor
Pool on March 7 for a D.A.R.E.
Saturday evening program; an
eighth-grade class trip to the Eliza-
beth County Courthouse on Fri-
day, March 6, and the grade 6, 7
and 8 “select choir” to the Kids in
Concert in Long Branch on Friday,
March 13.

The board also okayed Nicole
Jacinto as a substitute teacher
for the remainder of the school
year and a pay schedule for ref-
erees and umpires that will com-
pensate officials $90 for working
alone at soccer and basketball
games and $60 with a partner.
The rates were $75 and $60 for
baseball and softball.

The board learned that parents
were informed on Friday of when
Lincoln School students will take
the Partnership for Assessment
of Readiness for College and Ca-
reers (PARCC) test.

PARCC is a state-mandated stan-
dard exam that replaces the old
NJASK, essentially testing the stu-
dent on the same material, but
instead of a “paper-and-pencil”

exam, PARCC will be taken on a
computer/tablet device, with mul-
tiple ways of answering questions.

The “Performance-based Com-
ponent Testing” will run March 2
to 6 with grades 6 and 7; con-
tinue March 9 to 13 for grade 8;
have the fifth grade taking the
test March 16 to 20; and con-
clude March 23 to 27 with grades
3 and 4.

The “End-of-year Component
Testing” will be conducted in the
same order April 27 through May
22.

Superintendent Quigley con-
cluded the meeting by informing
the board and public of the pass-
ing of former teacher Kathy
Dangeleit, 63, who retired from
Lincoln School a year-and-a-half
ago after more than two decades
at the school.

A home economics teacher who
then became a basic skills in-
structor, “she morphed into
middle school and then she
morphed into fifth grade,” Super-
intendent Quigley said, noting Ms.
Dangeleit joked that she had been
in every classroom. “It’s not all
about what we want. It’s about
life and family, and Lincoln School
is a family and we are all really
sad that this happened. She al-
ways had a smile on her face,” the
superintendent said.
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Bus Trips on Tap
For Cranford Seniors
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Recreation and Parks Depart-
ment has announced the fol-
lowing dates and locations for
its Cranford Seniors monthly
bus trips:

Wednesday, February 25 —
Aviation Plaza, Linden (half-
day trip), morning only.

Tuesday, March 10 —
Watchung Plaza, Watchung
(full-day trip).

Wednesday, March 25 — Lin-
den Plaza, Linden (half-day
trip), morning only.

Tuesday, April 14 — Blue
Star Shopping Center,
Watchung (full-day).

Wednesday, April 22 — Avia-
tion Plaza, Linden (half-day
trip), morning only.

The bus will pick up all
Cranford senior citizens at their
residence. For reservations,
call the Cranford Recreation
and Parks Department at (908)
709-7283.

Dredging of River Is
Part of Flood Project
The Rahway River flood miti-

gation project includes
channelization of 15,000 feet
of the Rahway River, which is
essentially dredging. The
project takes the river bed down
four feet in most places.

The major portion of cost is
bridge replacement which we
are hoping can be refined to be
bridge bypasses.

Dan Aschenbach
Cranford


