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Cranford Board of Ed. Lauds Pupils
On Extracurricular Successes

By THOMAS VAN DUYNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — On Tuesday night
the Cranford school board met in
the gymnasium of Lincoln School
and passed a resolution to honor
student athletes who had “dem-
onstrated excellence” and had
been “chosen from… many other
excellent athletes in the state of
New Jersey.”

All together, 86 Cranford stu-
dents received the distinction of
All Conference, Mid State, or All
State. Many athletes received
multiple distinctions.

Board of Education President
Mary Venditti highlighted that the
district was proud of the way the
school “excelled on state, athleti-
cally” and in the classroom. An-
other achievement, as Ms. Venditti
said, was that Cranford is one of
five schools in Union County with
full varsity in all of its sports,
which are offered “to all of its
students.” All told, representa-
tives from football, volleyball,
cross-country, gymnastics, ten-
nis, girls’ and boys’ soccer and
field hockey reached the state-
wide distinctions and received
certificates of congratulations at
Tuesday’s meeting. The board also
honored nine coaches.

Afterwards, the meeting was
moved from the gymnasium to
the regular board room, not need-
ing nearly as much space, and the
board continued to recognize ex-
tracurricular activities by passing
a resolution of acknowledgement
for the work of the Cranford High
School (CHS) Madrigal Choir and
its director, Anthony Rafaniello.
Starting in late November, the
choir performed 22 times over
the holiday season in various pub-
lic settings and charity events.
The choir performed a song for
the meeting that had been writ-
ten by CHS alumnus Jacob Gil-
bert, now studying at Columbia

University, entitled “She Opened
Her Eyes.”

Mr. Rafaniello told the board,
“The arts are such a great oppor-
tunity for our students to share
their talents with the commu-
nity.”

The meeting continued with
some discussion over the imple-
mentation of the Partnership for
Assessment of Readiness for Col-
lege and Careers (PARCC) test.
The fledgling test will come in two
parts, the first an English Lan-
guage Arts/Literacy test and the
second a Mathematics test. El-
ementary-school students in Cran-
ford will have this test adminis-
tered digitally, taking it completely
on the computer. Entire grades
will take the PARCC test at once, in
the morning, so students are not
affected by afternoon fatigue.

Superintendent Gayle Carrick

Garwood Teachers, BOE Set
To Meet With Mediator
By BRIAN TRUSDELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – About two dozen
teachers and their supporters —
clad in red — made a visible
presence at the board of educa-
tion meeting on Tuesday, two
days before the first scheduled
meeting between union and dis-
trict officials before a mediator.

Board members listened without
comment as Garwood Education
Association Co-President Tamara
Benc, who – in a nearly four-minute
prepared address to the board
during the public comment portion
of the meeting — asked the board
to settle “our contract in a fair and
equitable way.”

An impasse in negotiations was
declared in October by the union,

sending the matter to mediation
for the third consecutive time.
The teachers’ three-year con-
tract expired June 30, and the
board and union have failed to
agree over salary and other is-
sues in eight months of talks.

Since New Jersey law bars
teachers from going on strike,
the current contract remains in
force until a new one is reached.

Much of the rest of the meeting
was devoted to routine and cleri-
cal issues, including approving
an amendment to Superinten-
dent Teresa Quigley’s contract,
which was approved in June. A
typographical error in the bo-
nuses paid for reaching qualita-
tive and quantitative goals was

stated that some parents have
expressed concerns over this
model of testing, as many younger
students have not been instructed
in keyboarding. However, she
stated that practice tests have
shown students to have more
than adequate time even when
using the “hunting and pecking”
method of typing. The test has
given rise to other controversies
as well, including what the results
will be used for and if it will have
an impact on the placement of
children for the next school year.

The board acknowledged that
the results of the tests will not be
made available until September,
and will therefore have no effect
on students for the next aca-
demic year, and will instead be
used as a sort of progress report
for the district. Still, around 15

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
DANCE PARTY…The Cranford Public Library holds a dance party on
Valentine’s Day in its Raddin Room.The kids made Valentine’s hats and crafts,
then danced to some kid-friendly tunes.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
NEW LOCATION… Parents and caregivers can make sure their child’s safety
seat is properly installed, by getting a free inspection at the new home of the
Union County Child Safety Seat Inspection Program at the Garwood First Aid
Squad, 401 Second Avenue. Joining in the official opening on February 4, from
left to right, were: front row, Union County Freeholders Sergio Granados, Vernell
Wright and Bruce H. Bergen; safety specialist Ron Esposito of AAANortheast,
N.J. Division; County Traffic Safety Program Coordinator Christine Marcantonio;
AAA Director of Government and Public Affairs Cathleen Lewis; Freeholder
Bette Jane Kowalski; Union County Police Chief Daniel Vaniska; Freeholder
Chris Hudak, and County Public Safety Director Andrew Moran. The service is
available Wednesdays and Thursdays, 7:30 to 11 a.m.
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