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Friday the 13th of February in
South Plainfield turned out to be
one wrestling team’s misfortune
and another team’s jubilation
after a one point team deduction
gave the top-seeded South
Plainfield High School Tigers a
25-24 victory over the second-
seeded Cranford Cougars for the
Central Jersey, Group 3 title.

Cougar Gavin Murray, ranked
second in the state at 152-lbs,
tied the team score, 22-22, after
his 14-5, major decision over
C.J. Maszczak at 160-lbs. But in
a moment of frustration immedi-
ately after the bout ended, Murray
hurled his headgear across the
floor causing the officials to de-
duct one team point with two
bouts remaining.

“Cranford prides themselves on
wrestling to a win or loss with
class,” said Cougar Head Coach
Pat Gorman. “These are high
stakes and emotions run high,
but I see a few other spots where
we fell a bit short that would have
put us in a better spot to win
down the stretch.”

While Cranford certainly could
have used the point they lost, in
reality, had the score finished
tied at 25-25, South Plainfield
still would have won based on
criteria. At 170-lbs, Cougar An-
drew Tompkins squared off
against Jordan Handwerger. Af-
ter a scoreless opening period,
Handwerger, who had lost just
one match all season, scored
three points in the second on his
way to a 3-1 victory, giving the
Tigers a 25-21 lead.

At 182-lbs, Niko Cappello, fac-
ing Tiger Nick DiFrancesco,
needed a tech fall or a pin.
Cappello surged to a 4-1 lead
after one period and a 7-3 lead
after two, but DiFrancesco’s de-
fensive strategy yielded no more
points and the Cougars gained
only three team points.

“Nick DiFrancesco did what he

had to do to end the night,” said
Tiger Head Coach Kevin McCann.
“We told him to go for the win but
not to get caught up in anything
that could be dangerous. I can’t
say enough about his perfor-
mance. He moved up from about
165-lbs to wrestle at 182 and he
got the job done for us.”

In the opening bout at 195-lbs,
Cougar Nick Ballas, facing Chris-
tian Gonzalez, claimed an excit-
ing, 7-6 come-from-behind win.
Gonzalez, 15-4 heading into the
bout, took a 6-5 lead midway
through the final period, but
Ballas snatched the victory with
a takedown in the final five sec-
onds. At 220-lbs, Tiger Dakota
Pauls earned a 4-0 victory over
Alex Espositio to knot the team
score. Cougar heavyweight Kevin
Doran edged Matt Szeman, 1-0.

Doran controlled Szeman
throughout the entire third pe-
riod to secure the win.

“Starting off with captain Nick
Ballas and having him grind out a
win over a wrestler that bumped
up to beat him got us off to a
great start,” said Gorman. “Kevin
Doran getting a win after that
helped put us in the lead making
the turn.”

Cranford forfeited at 106-lbs to
Joe Heilmann then the Tigers
took a 12-6 lead when Jake
Giordano defeated Anthony
Capece, 3-1, in a key swing bout
at 113-lbs.

Cougar Tom DiGiovanni evened
the score by scoring the only fall
of the night in 5:37 over Ryan
Duhamel at 120-lbs. DiGiovanni
also nearly scored a fall at the
end of the first period only to

have Duhamel saved by the
buzzer.

At 126-lbs, Cougar Chris
Scorese faced Ryan Walsh in an-
other key match-up. Scorese
entered the bout sporting an 18-
1 record, while Walsh checked in
at 19-2. Scorese rallied from a 4-
3 deficit to pull ahead 5-4 in the
final minute to give Cranford a
15-12 team lead.

Another swing bout arrived at
132-lbs between Vince Concina
and Tiger Kyle Bythell. Trailing,
4-1, in the first period, Bythell
rallied and prevailed 5-4.

“Kyle being able to come back
after being down 4-1 was huge
for us,” said McCann. “Jake
Giordano at 113-lbs was a kid
who we bumped up and he took a
close decision over his opponent,
which was also a big win for us”

Dan Hedden added another

three points to the Tigers’ tally
with his 5-2 decision over Dave
Busch at 138-lbs. South
Plainfield’s Frank Ferraro scored
a comfortable 23-9 major over
Mike Nigro at 145-lbs to give the
Tigers a 22-15 team lead.

“I felt like going into the match
that the team needed me to pick
up bonus points,” said Ferraro.
“I’m not a big pinner, so I just
tried to rack up as many points
as I could.”

Still, Cranford was able to view
the result of that match as some-
thing of a victory.

“Mike Nigro bumped up to take
on one of their better kids,” said
Gorman. “Only losing by a major
helped us stay within reach.”

Cranford got back on track at
152-lbs when Brian McGovern
scored a 3-1 decision over Ben
Lundy, tightening the score to
22-18 setting the stage for the
dramatic Murray/Maszczak bout.

“C.J. Maczak did a heck of a job
in keeping his match from be-
coming a pin,” said South
Plainfield head coach Kevin
McCann. “It is a shame what
happened to their kid but the
rules are pretty clear in that re-
gard. Cranford battled their guts
out. They are well coached and
you could tell that they are an up
and coming program. They will
be back next year.”

BOUT SEQUENCE:
195: — Ballas (C) d Gonzalez, 7-6
220: — Pauls (S) d Esposito, 4-0
Hwt: — Doran (C) d Szeman, 1-0
106: — Heilmann (S) won forfeit
113: — Giordano (S) d Capece, 3-1
120: — DiGiovanni (C) p Duhamel,
5:37
126: — Scorese (C) d Walsh, 5-4
132: — Bythell (S) d Concina, 5-4
138: — Hedden (S) d Busch, 5-2
145: — Ferraro (S) md Nigro, 23-9
152: — McGovern (C) d Lundy, 3-1
160: — Murray (C) md Maszczak, 14-5
170: — Handwerger (S) d Tompkins, 3-0
182: — Cappello (C) d DiFrancesco, 7-3

Tiger Wrestlers Nip Cougars for Section Mat Crown, 25-24

Cranford Cougar Icemen Rap
ALJ Crusaders, 6-2, in UCT

Crusader goalkeeper Nick
Demarzo had an extremely busy
evening, finishing with 49 saves,
but the third-seeded Cranford
High School ice hockey team hit
the mark six times to claim a 6-
2 victory over sixth-seeded AL
Johnson in the first round of the
Union County Tournament at
Warinanco Rink in Roselle on
February 16.

Cougar Mark Pawlick, assisted
by Mark Koellman and Mark
Christiano, scored the first goal
of his hat trick late in the first
period then teammate Spencer
Malko, assisted by Spencer Reiber
and Rich Hurley, made the score,
2-0, with 1:44 left in the period.
Crusader Jim Wagner, on an as-
sist from Kyle Myers, found the

net early in the second period
then Hurley, assisted by Malko
and Nick Colucci, made the score
3-1 entering the third period.

Pawlick, assisted by Ryan
Faraone and Christiano, nailed
his second goal early in the pe-
riod then a minute later, Cru-
sader Matt Boho, on an assist
from Myers, made the score, 4-
2. With less than 10 minutes
remaining, Pawlick completed his
hat trick with the assistance of
Faraone. Faraone then scored
the final goal with assistance from
Pawlick and Christiano.

Cranford goalkeeper Rob
Echecarria needed only to make
seven saves.
AL Johnson 0 1 1 2
Cranford 2 1 3 6

Central Jersey Public C
Girls Swim Results:

The Cranford High School girls
swim team defeated Governor
Livingston, 93-77 in the semifi-
nals on February 10 to advance
to the finals to face top-seeded
Summit. Julie Byrne won two
individual events and was a mem-
ber of two winning relay four-
somes.

Byrne touched first in the 200-
individual medley with a time of
2:11.03 and touched first in the
100-butterfly at 59.46. She
teamed with Ashley Cave, Isabella
Desimone and Emily Wilson to
win the 200-free relay in 1:53.48
and the 400-free relay in 3:54.92.
Desimone won the 50-free in
25.38 and Wilson won the 100-
free in 56.46. Sarah Turkavage
won the 200-free in 2:08.87.

GL Highlander Sarah Montagna
won the 500-free in 5:24.05 and
the 100-backstroke in 1:06.11.
Ashlyn Shallcross won the 100-
breaststroke in 1:13.54. GL also
won the 200-free relay in 1:49.77.
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