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Masterwork Chorus to
Present Come Away

Celebration Singers to Celebrate 20th
Anniversary With Music Awards Showcase

Youth Symphony Dir. Returns Home
To Conduct Texas All-State Orchestra

LOVE IS IN THE AIR...The Westfield High School (WHS) Choraleers presented A Night of Love Songs on February 6,
under the direction of John Brzozowsk, Choir Director. An audience of over 170 people from the community were served
with coffee and desserts while enjoying solo, duet and group performances by 60 members of the WHS Choir. Proceeds from
the event will support the choir’s upcoming Scotland/England performance tour.
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GET BETTER. STAY BETTER.

Talk to your physician to see if you’re a candidate for wound 
care and hyperbaric medicine. To make an appointment, call 

732.453.2915 or visit RWJUHR.com to learn more.

Advanced treatment for non-healing wounds is now conveniently 
close to home at the Center for Wound Healing & Hyperbaric 
Medicine at RWJ Rahway.  In addition to care for non-healing 

wounds, the Center specializes in hyperbaric oxygen therapy for:

Diabetic foot ulcers � Acute arterial insuffi ciency
Chronic bone infections � Crush injuries

Progressive necrotizing infections � Radiation damage

now
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FREENACE FEST

2 FOR 1

LIMITED
TIME!

Offer expires3.13.2015

with air conditioner purchase!

If your air conditioner and furnace

are over ten years old, they may soon

become the ultimate party poopers.

They’re more prone to breakdowns

and they’re also inefficient energy

wasters. But here’s something to

shout about  –  A free furnace when

you purchase a new air conditioner!

FREE FURNACE

BONUS OFFERS!

A year of free filters

Life-time warranty available

$0 down/60 months financing
First 50 callers will receive a free

programmable thermostat with

purchase

•

•
•

•

WINTER CLOSEOUT SALE

888-603-2182
WeltmanHomeServices.com

D. Weltman Plumbing Lic. #6440  G. Nowicki Electric Lic. #6808 HIC #13VH04948800 HVAC #1228

Call for details. Cannot be combined with other offers.

CRANFORD – In celebration of their
20th Anniversary, The Celebration Sing-
ers Youth Choirs would like to invite
the public to their Music Awards Show-
case.  It will be held on Saturday, March
7 at 7 p.m. at Randolph Hall located at
the Cranford Methodist Church.

In September 1995, the Celebration
Children's Choir was formed.  Begin-

ning with 30 children, mostly from the
Cranford Public Schools, it was cre-
ated to give children the opportunity to
learn and perform music, ranging from
the classics to Broadway show tunes.
Though there are many individual adult
and children choruses throughout New
Jersey, the Celebration Children's
Choir is unique in that it is tuition free

and is sponsored by an adult choir.
When the children perform it is usu-
ally with the adult choir and so the
children have the adults as role models
and see that singing can be a lifelong
enjoyable activity. Many times par-
ents singing in the adult choir have had
children singing in the children's choir
which gives an intergenerational
warmth to the concerts.  Over 300
young people have received a wonder-
ful tuition free choral experience and
the opportunity to sing with the adult
choir. Several former children choir
members have gone on to major in
music education and even become
music teachers.  Many former children
choir members have also sung in the
adult choir.

The Children's Choir consists of boys
and girls from Union, Middlesex, and
Somerset Counties, representing more
than twenty communities. Since the
repertoire of the choir has traditionally
been all treble music (for unchanged
voices) and several of the boys in the
choir's voices had changed, we started
as a boys ensemble of older boys whose
voices are in various stages of change.
This group has since expanded to a
group of young male and female adults,
the advanced youth choir, known as the
"Middle Cs."

SUMMIT – Join The Masterwork
Chorus as they present "Come Away"
at 8 p.m. on Saturday, March 7 at
Calvary Episcopal Church, 31 Wood-
land Ave., Summit under the baton of
guest conductor Sun Min Lee. Ex-
ploring the joys, sorrows and hopes
shared by humankind across the cen-
turies, the program includes works by
Renaissance composers Thomas
Greaves and Orlando di Lasso, ro-
manticist Johannes Brahms, and con-
temporary composers Stephen Paulus,
Steven Sametz and Moses Hogan.

 Ms. Lee, the first of the two final-
ists to perform as part of Masterwork’s
music director search, is Robert Cut-

ler Professor of Practice in Choral
Arts at Lehigh University, and until
December 2014, was associate con-
ductor of the Masterwork Chorus.
Christopher Jennings, recently ap-
pointed organist and choir master at
Calvary Episcopal Church, and pia-
nist Carol Walker, an award winning
conductor in her own right, are the
accompanists for the concert.

 Tickets are $25 for adults and $15
for students, and are available through
the Masterwork website
www.masterwork.org or by contact-
ing Brown Paper Tickets at
www.brownpapertickets.com/event/
1193386 or (800) 838-3006.

NEW PROVIDENCE – The New
Jersey Youth Symphony (NJYS) Ar-
tistic Director and Conductor Jeffrey
Grogan returned to his home state of
Texas to conduct one of the nation’s
foremost All-State Orchestras at the
Texas Music Educators Association
Clinic and Convention held on Satur-
day, February 14 at the Henry B.
Gonzalez Convention Center in San
Antonio.A native of Cedar Hill,
nearDallas, Mr. Grogan returned to
the podiumat the Texas Music Edu-

cators Association Convention for his
second appearance with the Texas
All-State Orchestra.

The Texas Music Educators Asso-
ciation (TMEA), an organization of
over 11,000 school music educators
dedicated to promoting excellence in
music education, comprises five di-
visions: Band, Orchestra, Vocal, El-
ementary and College. Over 80,000
students turn out each year to audi-
tion for a highly coveted spot in one
of its twelve ensembles. Mr. Grogan

conducted 140 such students in the
Texas All-State Philhamonic Orches-
tra, which performed during the fi-
nale of the TMEA Clinic and Con-
vention, held in San Antonia Febru-
ary 11 to 15. One of the most popular
Music Educators conventions in the
U.S., nearly 26,000 people attended
the TMEA Convention last year and
well over 20,000 are expected this
week at the Gonzalez Convention
Center in San Antonio.

In addition to serving as Artistic
Director and Conductor of the New
Jersey Youth Symphony, Mr. Grogan
serves as the Education and Commu-
nity Engagement Conductor of the
New Jersey Symphony Orchestra, a
position he has held since 2006. His
humanistic approach to leadership,
coupled with a strong command of
skills as a musical communicator, has
earned him an impressive reputation
with audiences and music programs
throughout the country.

As Artistic Director of the El
Sistema-inspired music program, the
Paterson Music Project in Paterson,
New Jersey and Artistic Advisor to
the NJSO CHAMPs (Character,
Achievement and Music Project) in
Newark, New Jersey, Mr. Grogan
considers his work with young musi-
cians to be the cornerstone of his
career. He has served as adjudicator,
conductor, and clinician for several
prestigious national festivals and has
conducted numerous all-state orches-
tras throughout the U.S., in addition
to his home state of Texas. Mr. Grogan
traveled to Cleveland last week to
conduct the Ohio All-State Orchestra
at the Cleveland Convention Center
as part of the Ohio Music Educators
Association Convention on February
7, and he returns to New York to
conduct the Honors Performance Se-
ries Orchestraat Carnegie Hall on
Sunday, February 22 at 2 p.m. pre-
sented by WorldStrides.

Located in Berkeley Heights and
New Providence, New Jersey,
Wharton Music Center and New Jer-
sey Youth Symphony serve students
from thirteen counties.

For additional information about
our community programs and class
offeringsvisit our website
www.WhartonMusicCenter.org or
call (908) 790-0700.

Local Students Earn Karate
Titles from NASKA in Chicago
AREA – At an award ceremony held

in Chicago on January 15 students from
Westfield, Cranford and Scotch Pllains
were honored for their recent achieve-
ments in excellence in martial arts earn-
ing National Championship and World
Top Ten titles. These karate kids, rang-
ing in age from 10 to 16, were recog-
nized as the best in the country in their
age divisions and belt levels by the
largest and most prestigious martial
arts association, the North American
Sport Karate Association (NASKA).

Sean Canavan, 12, a 7th grader at
Edison Intermediate School in
Westfield, was named National Cham-
pion in nine NASKA categories - in-
cluding Creative, Musical and Tradi-
tional Kata (forms), Creative, Musical
and Traditional Weapons, as well as
Kumite (sparring) - ranking number
one in the country in the intermediate/
purple belt level for his age group. This
is Sean’s second consecutive year be-
ing named a NASKA National Cham-
pion.

Jonah Plawker, 10, a 5th grader at
Franklin Elementary in Westfield, was
named National Champion in the in-
termediate level in two categories:
Kumite (sparring) and Creative Kata
(forms).

“It is awesome being a sparring cham-
pion in the same year as my sister,
Julia,” said Jonah.

Maia DiDomenico, 16, an 11th grader
at Cranford High School earned a World
Top Ten title for placing second in the
Traditional Kata category, and placed
third in five other categories, including

Extreme Weapons and Kata, and Musi-
cal Weapons and Kata categories. Maia
is a 3rd degree black belt.

Julia Plawker, 13, an 8th grader at
Roosevelt Intermediate School (RIS),
earned five National Champion
NASKA titles including Kumite (spar-
ring), Creative and Traditional Kata
(forms), and Creative and Traditional
Weapons.

Maddy Covington, 13, an 8th grader
at RIS, ranked number one in the coun-
try in three KRANE categories includ-
ing Traditional Kata, Traditional Weap-
ons, and Creative Kata. Maddy also
placed in NASKA’s National Top Ten
finalists in Traditional Kata, Creative
Kata, Extreme Kata, Traditional Weap-
ons and Creative Weapons.

Joe Retinger, 11, a sixth grader at
RIS, received National Top Ten honors
from NASKA in five categories: Cre-
ative and Traditional Kata (forms), Cre-
ative and Traditional Weapons, and
Kumite (sparring). Joe was last year’s
NASKA National Champion in the 10-
11 year old, beginner-level in Kumite
(sparring) and Traditional Forms.

Nicole Kenny, 12, a 7th grader at
Park Middle School, received a Na-
tional Top Ten honor from NASKA in
Kumite (sparring) , Creative and Tra-
ditional Kata(forms), as well as Cre-
ative and Traditional Weapons in the
intermediate/purple belt level for her
age group.

These karate kids attend Karate N
Motion in Westfield. For more infor-
mation, email
karatenmotion@aol.com.


