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Blue Devil Boys Level Hillsborough for Public A Swim Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devil Boys Butt Roselle Rams, 71-44, in UCT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

and defensively we were able to turn
them over.” Coach Palmieri said.

“We shot the ball well that night
also,” Mitchell added.

Sophomore Matt LaCorte led the
Blue Devils against the Rams with 12
points, which included a pair of 3-
pointers and two free throws for the
first eight points of the game.

“He seems to be getting better and
better. He had a little stretch where he
was struggling too, but for the most
part, he’s been consistent,” Coach
Palmieri said of LaCorte.

Pat McCormack sank 10 points,
including two 3-pointers, and added
two assists and two rebounds. Sean
Elliott banged a 3-pointer and added
a tipped shot and two rebounds. Parker
Hess netted seven points, including a
3-pointer, and had a pair of steals.

Although not involved in hitting
any 3’s, Nick Mele sank six points,
had two steals and added two assists.
Owen Murray had five points, six
rebounds and an assist. Chris
Boutsikaris had three points, an as-
sist, a steal and a blocked shot.

With an 8-0 start thanks to
LaCorte’s hot hand, the Blue Devils
continued and won the first quarter,
17-4. McCormack nailed his first 3-
pointer in the quarter. In the second
quarter, Mitchell banged a pair of 3’s
in a row en route to a 14-8 run and a
31-12 Blue Devil lead at the half.
Also, unlike their 0-for-5 showing
from the charity line in the first half

against Rahway, the Blue Devils went
8-for-10 in the half against the Rams.

After the game was well in hand,
the remainder of the Blue Devils
joined in on the scoring act. The Blue
Devils won the third quarter, 18-10,
and another four 3-pointers frayed
the net. The last one coming from
Jelani Pierre, who finished with two
assists and three rebounds.

Twenty-two points were scored by
both teams in the fourth quarter and the
final two 3-pointers from the Blue Dev-
ils shivered the net, the last one coming
from Nick Buontempo on an assist
from Tim Norris (4 points, 2 assists).
Five of the Rams’ eight 3-pointers came
in the final quarter and Doryan Ware
(19 points) sank four of them in the
quarter, including three in a row.

Blue Devil Mitch Figueroa finished
with two points, two rebounds and an
assist, Mike Bryk scored four points
and Andrejs Rumpeters added two
points. Next, the Blue Devils would
host Cranford, 65-50 winners over Hill-
side, in the second round of the UCT.

“We can be dangerous when we are
making shots and I’ve said that all
along. We’ve had moments, but we
haven’t had a moment where we had
four or five guys making shots. We
can score points in bunches when we
are doing that. If we want to contend
in the section and the counties, we
have to be able to shoot that way,”
Coach Palmieri said.

“I have the most confidence in our

team as shooters. On any given day
we can come out here and hit 15 3’s
and compete with any team in the
state. That’s what we did tonight,”
Mitchell said. “We are hitting a nice
winning streak now, so it should be
fun. Perfect timing for us.”

“We play one of the toughest sched-
ules in the state. There’s no doubt
about it. Day in and day out, we are
kind of used to that level of competi-
tion. We are seasoned. That’s why I
feel good about us going into the
counties here and even states. Linden
is the class of our section, but we are
going to compete against them like
we did against RC [Roselle Catholic]
or St. Patrick’s,” Coach Palmieri said.
Roselle   4   8 10 22 44
Westfield 17 14 18 22 71

Tiger Wrestlers Nip Cougars
For Section Mat Crown, 25-24

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Friday the 13th of February in South
Plainfield turned out to be one wres-
tling team’s misfortune and another
team’s jubilation after a one point
team deduction gave the top-seeded
South Plainfield High School Tigers
a 25-24 victory over the second-
seeded Cranford Cougars for the Cen-
tral Jersey, Group 3 title.

Cougar Gavin Murray, ranked sec-
ond in the state at 152-lbs, tied the
team score, 22-22, after his 14-5,
major decision over C.J. Maszczak at
160-lbs. But in a moment of frustra-
tion immediately after the bout ended,
Murray hurled his headgear across
the floor causing the officials to de-
duct one team point with two bouts
remaining.

“Cranford prides themselves on
wrestling to a win or loss with class,”
said Cougar Head Coach Pat Gorman.
“These are high stakes and emotions
run high, but I see a few other spots
where we fell a bit short that would
have put us in a better spot to win
down the stretch.”

While Cranford certainly could
have used the point they lost, in real-
ity, had the score finished tied at 25-
25, South Plainfield still would have

won based on criteria. At 170-lbs,
Cougar Andrew Tompkins squared
off against Jordan Handwerger. After
a scoreless opening period,
Handwerger, who had lost just one
match all season, scored three points
in the second on his way to a 3-1
victory, giving the Tigers a 25-21
lead.

At 182-lbs, Niko Cappello, facing
Tiger Nick DiFrancesco, needed a
tech fall or a pin. Cappello surged to
a 4-1 lead after one period and a 7-3
lead after two, but DiFrancesco’s de-
fensive strategy yielded no more
points and the Cougars gained only
three team points.

“Nick DiFrancesco did what he
had to do to end the night,” said Tiger
Head Coach Kevin McCann. “We
told him to go for the win but not to
get caught up in anything that could
be dangerous. I can’t say enough about
his performance. He moved up from
about 165-lbs to wrestle at 182 and he
got the job done for us.”

In the opening bout at 195-lbs,
Cougar Nick Ballas, facing Christian
Gonzalez, claimed an exciting, 7-6
come-from-behind win. Gonzalez,
15-4 heading into the bout, took a 6-
5 lead midway through the final pe-
riod, but Ballas snatched the victory
with a takedown in the final five sec-
onds. At 220-lbs, Tiger Dakota Pauls
earned a 4-0 victory over Alex
Espositio to knot the team score.
Cougar heavyweight Kevin Doran
edged Matt Szeman, 1-0. Doran con-
trolled Szeman throughout the entire
third period to secure the win.

“Starting off with captain Nick
Ballas and having him grind out a win
over a wrestler that bumped up to
beat him got us off to a great start,”
said Gorman. “Kevin Doran getting a
win after that helped put us in the lead
making the turn.”

Cranford forfeited at 106-lbs to Joe
Heilmann then the Tigers took a 12-
6 lead when Jake Giordano defeated
Anthony Capece, 3-1, in a key swing
bout at 113-lbs.

Cougar Tom DiGiovanni evened
the score by scoring the only fall of
the night in 5:37 over Ryan Duhamel
at 120-lbs. DiGiovanni also nearly
scored a fall at the end of the first
period only to have Duhamel saved
by the buzzer.

At 126-lbs, Cougar Chris Scorese
faced Ryan Walsh in another key
match-up. Scorese entered the bout
sporting an 18-1 record, while Walsh

checked in at 19-2. Scorese rallied
from a 4-3 deficit to pull ahead 5-4 in
the final minute to give Cranford a
15-12 team lead.

Another swing bout arrived at 132-
lbs between Vince Concina and Tiger
Kyle Bythell. Trailing, 4-1, in the first
period, Bythell rallied and prevailed
5-4.

“Kyle being able to come back
after being down 4-1 was huge for
us,” said McCann. “Jake Giordano at
113-lbs was a kid who we bumped up
and he took a close decision over his
opponent, which was also a big win
for us”

Dan Hedden added another three
points to the Tigers’ tally with his 5-
2 decision over Dave Busch at 138-
lbs. South Plainfield’s Frank Ferraro
scored a comfortable 23-9 major over
Mike Nigro at 145-lbs to give the
Tigers a 22-15 team lead.

“I felt like going into the match that
the team needed me to pick up bonus
points,” said Ferraro. “I’m not a big
pinner, so I just tried to rack up as
many points as I could.”

Still, Cranford was able to view the
result of that match as something of a
victory.

“Mike Nigro bumped up to take on
one of their better kids,” said Gorman.
“Only losing by a major helped us
stay within reach.”

Cranford got back on track at 152-
lbs when Brian McGovern scored a
3-1 decision over Ben Lundy, tight-
ening the score to 22-18 setting the
stage for the dramatic Murray/
Maszczak bout.

“C.J. Maczak did a heck of a job
in keeping his match from becom-
ing a pin,” said South Plainfield
head coach Kevin McCann. “It is a
shame what happened to their kid
but the rules are pretty clear in that
regard. Cranford battled their guts
out. They are well coached and you
could tell that they are an up and
coming program. They will be back
next year.”

BOUT SEQUENCE:
195: — Ballas (C) d Gonzalez, 7-6
220: — Pauls (S) d Esposito, 4-0
Hwt: — Doran (C) d Szeman, 1-0
106: — Heilmann (S) won forfeit
113: — Giordano (S) d Capece, 3-1
120: — DiGiovanni (C) p Duhamel, 5:37
126: — Scorese (C) d Walsh, 5-4
132: — Bythell (S) d Concina, 5-4
138: — Hedden (S) d Busch, 5-2
145: — Ferraro (S) md Nigro, 23-9
152: — McGovern (C) d Lundy, 3-1
160: — Murray (C) md Maszczak, 14-5
170: — Handwerger (S) d Tompkins, 3-0
182: — Cappello (C) d DiFrancesco, 7-3

which helped the Blue Devils extend
to a 23-7 lead in points.

Alex Klippel earned the first indi-
vidual victory of the day for Ridge in
taking the 200 Individual Medley in
1:59.04. Blue Devils Stephen Husch
(2:05.96) and Jack Rose (2:07.62)
took second and third, respectively.

Jackson Crewe gained another vic-
tory for Ridge in the 50-free. Crewe’s
winning time of 22:9 was just ahead
of that posted by Aedan Collins
(22:92). Blue Devil Ryan Daniel
(23:47) finished third.

John Lindros got Westfield back in
the win column with his victory in the
100-fly (54:76). Ridge’s Ravesh Koul
(55:76) was second and Eric Bebel
(57:39) was third.

Crewe picked up his second indi-
vidual victory of the day in the 100-
free. Crewe’s time of 48:9 placed him
ahead of Blue Devils Morgan (50:5)
and Ryan Daniel (50:56).

In the 500-free, Red Devil

Schlemovitz touched first in 5:00.08.
Blue Devils Kevin Clauss (5:10.05)
and Eric Bebel (5:10.06) took 2-3,
respectively.

The Blue Devils then pulled away
in the next two races. In the 200-free
relay, Eric Bebel, Husch, Austin
Kreusser and Aedan Collins took first
place (1:33.58) just ahead of the Ridge
foursome of A.J. Profaco, Andrew
Glockenmeier, Klippel and
Schlemovitz who finished in
(1:34.59). Blue Devils John Lindros,
Sean Gallagher, Blake Taylor and
Charlie Baldwin finished a close third
(1:34.64). The Blue Devils earned 10
points for their efforts in the 200-free
relay putting them ahead at 76-48.

Next, Westfield took the top two
spots in the 100-backstroke where
David Lindros (56:51) and Lucas Fan
(59:07) lead the way to 12 more points
and an 88-52 overall lead.

Klippel won the 100-breaststroke
in a time of (1:02.71). Westfield’s

Steve Warren (1:03.08) was second.
Westfield then closed out the after-
noon by winning the 400-free relay.
Eric Bebel, Ryan Daniel, Collins and
John Lindros posted a winning time
of 3:21.36. Ridge (Schlemovitz,
Crewe, Klippel and Crewe) finished
second in 3:22.13.

“I think we had a few very good
swims today,” said junior Ryan
Daniel. “But we are going to have to
build on that from here on out. We
need to make sure we are getting the
best effort from everyone if we are
going to get a title. Hillsborough has
a couple of great swimmers in Zdoik
and Hendrix . It will take a lot to beat
them.”

Westfield co-captain Jack Rose
agreed.

“We are all going to have to step it
up come Thursday against
Hillsborough,” said Rose. “We are
really psyched to be in this position
again. We’re swimming against a re-

ally good team so motivation won’t
be a problem.”

The Blue Devils did step up against
Hillsborough and took the sectional
prize to advance to the Public A semi-
final round, but it took an extraordi-
nary performance from the entire
squad. Hillsborough won five of the
eight individual events and two re-
lays, including the opening 200-med-
ley relay at 1:35.89.

Collins won the 200-freestyle in
1:45.95, Husch touched first in the 100-
breaststroke at 59.21 and Dave Lindros
took first in the 100-backstroke at 54.43.
Eric Bebel, Ryan Bebel, Clauss and
John Lindros won the final event, the
400-free relay in 3:17.03.

Hillsborough’s Brad Zdroik won
the 200-IM in 1:54.46 and the 500-
free in 4:38.43. Sam Hendrix won the
50-free in 21.42 and the 100-free in
47.7.Eric Kohlenstein won the 100-
fly in 53.46. Hillsborough also won
the 200-free relay in 1:29.47.

Blue Devil Boys Rout
Highlanders, 48-30

The Westfield High School boys
basketball team routed the Governor
Livingston Highlanders, 48-30, in
Westfield on February 12. Chris
Boutsikaris led Westfield with eight
points and Nick Mele sank seven.

Parker Hess and Matt LaCorte each
sank six points, as Sean Elliott and
Jelani Pierre each had five points.
Owen Murray and Mitch Figueroa
each netted four points. Rob
Imbalzano led GL with nine points.
Gov. Livingston 10   6   6   8 30
Westfield   8 23 13   4 48


