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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

’85 County JV Champs
Reunite With Coach

How do you judge a coach’s per-
formance?

Is it strictly W’s and L’s?
Do you factor in the impact a coach

has on an individual, or a team? Is it
even possible to calculate that?

Is there a statute of limitations for a
coach’s influence?

Les Zorge only coached football in
town for four seasons, 1957-60. But
the impact he had on the entire town’s
psyche can never really be measured
in wins and losses (his teams went
19-17). In terms of lives affected, his
reach was immeasurable. More than
thirty years after he left town, former
player Pete Love (’61) hosted a re-
union of Zorge’s former players. Over
50 came from all over the country to
be there for their old coach.

When his undefeated 1970 foot-
ball team was about to be inducted
into the Westfield Athletic Hall of
Fame in 2006, Gary Kehler was too
ill to attend. But members of the team
spent the afternoon with their old
coach at his house. The 2007 football
captains were too young to know
Kehler, but his legacy was such that
they felt obligated to bring him the
game ball after their 28-27 victory
over Plainfield on Thanksgiving Day.
(Kehler died less two weeks later.)

Bill Cant was only in town for 15
years, 1957-72, but his influence on
the diving community was off the
charts. He’s retired and living in Texas
these days, but that doesn’t keep
former WHS All-Americans like
Steve McCoy, Don Mutz, Jeff Schaub
and Bruce McLay from making an-
nual trips down to check in with their
guru.

That’s having an influence.
On Feb. 23, 1985, the WHS boys

basketball junior varsity team scored
an epic 47-40 victory over Elizabeth
to win the Union County Tournament
championship. That’s something that
had only been done once before
(1972), and hasn’t been done since.
In fact, 1985 was the last time WHS
reached the county jayvee tourna-
ment final.

Elizabeth was especially loaded that
year, as opposed to being just loaded.
Their senior-laden varsity was ranked
No. 1 in the state, which meant the
best underclassmen were all on the
jayvees.

“They had four JV guys who could
dunk with two hands,” said Neil Horne
III, a freshman on that WHS jayvee
team. “They were the core group that
led Elizabeth to the varsity county
championship the next two years.”

Exactly how big was this victory?
The WHS varsity, led by Johnny Miles
and Jeff Wade, was 12-10 that year.
Both the boys and girls swim teams
were county champions. The wres-
tling team won the District 11 title,
led by Jay Factor, John Schaeffer and
Mike Stagaard. But the lead story in
The Leader in late February was about
the jayvee basketball team.

“It was an improbable champion-
ship run, and Mr. (Stew) Carey de-
serves all the credit,” Horne said.
“Elizabeth was 30, 40 points better

WHS’s 1985 Union County Jayvee Tournament champions: Front row (from
left): Andy Kendeigh, Scotty Blackmon; back row: Ron Tate, Mark Nelson,
Glenn McSweeney, Tom Kelly, coach Stew Carey, Richard Ham, Neil Horne, Jay
Telech, Matt Cowell, Rob Gladden; missing from photo: Louis Russell, writer
Todd Brecher, statistician Leslie Russell.

than us, talent-wise, but his coaching
was the difference.”

Horne thought enough of his old
coach that he made some phone calls,
e-mailed and Facebook poked some
old teammates and cooked up a plan
to have a 30-year reunion this Satur-
day. They’re going to get together
with Carey for dinner, watch old game
videos, thumb through old scrapbooks
and spend a night reminiscing their
magic moment.

Rob Gladden is flying in from
Texas, Ron Tate from North Caro-
lina, and Matt Cowell from Chi-
cago. Glenn McSweeney will be
driving down from Connecticut and
Mark Nelson is coming east from
Pennsylvania. Scott Blackmon, Rick
Ham, Louis Russell and Horne all
live locally and will be there. Andy
Kendeigh (Nebraska), Tom Kelly
(South Carolina) and Jay Telech
(Hawaii) weren’t able to get out of
previous commitments. But that’s
why someone invented Scype.com,
isn’t it?

For an idea of the enormity of their
victory, consider that WHS’s jayvees
only won one other county tourna-
ment, in 1972. And it only reached
three other county finals in the past
57 years – 1958, 1970 and 1971.

Carey has spent the past 20-plus
years in administration, as the princi-

pal at Edison and now at Roosevelt
Intermediate School. But those of a
certain age recall Carey, starting in
the winter of 1969-70, as the ninth-
grade basketball and baseball coach
at Edison Junior High. He quickly
established a reputation for, umm,
intensity, often seeming on the verge
of erupting. Then a couple minutes
after the game ended he could be seen
doubled up laughing.

He stalked the sidelines – literally
– first at Edison, then with the high
school jayvees (1982-90) and finally
with the varsity basketball team from
1991-97. His overall coaching record
over 52 seasons – including 24 base-
ball teams at Edison – was 514 wins,
331 losses and two ties – a 60.8 win-
ning percentage.

His first three jayvee teams went
just 25-39. But everything came to-
gether in 1984-85. Gladden controlled
the boards and used his muscle in the
paint, Kendeigh and Nelson handled
the grunt work at forwards, Horne
was a dead-eye shooting guard and
point guard Blackmon kept every-
body happy. Kelly and Cowell were
effective off the bench, while Ham,
McSweeney, Russell, Tate and John
Telech all made their contributions.
Blackmon and Ham were juniors,
Horne and Nelson freshmen and the
others were sophomores.

The Blue Devils were top-seeded
for the UCT, having split with Eliza-
beth earlier – rallying for a 54-52
victory then losing 56-47.

They opened with an 83-39 rout of
Scotch Plains, who they had narrowly
defeated twice during the season. Next
Roselle Catholic was a 70-47
quarterfinal victim. In the semifinals,
Westfield avenged its other loss with

a 59-54 victory over Union.
In the title game, the Baby Blues

raced to a 13-2 lead and – with Glad-
den and Nelson controlling the
backboards, and Horne hitting 8 of 8
free throws (he was 40-for-40 in the
three Elizabeth games) – hung on to
conclude a 22-2 season.

Said Kendeigh, “Coach Carey was
the first coach I played for to really
treat us like men, not kids. He be-
lieved in us more than I think we did.
He pushed us, taught us accountabil-
ity and got after us when he needed
to. Sometimes it was tough love but
he knew the right buttons to push to
maximize our potential.”

Said Gladden, “Mr. Carey instilled
a hard work ethic in all of us. He was
a positive mentor who showed young
men how to win when faced with
immeasurable odds.”

Said Horne, “With the passage of
30 years I believe his coaching per-
formance with our 1985 team has
proven to be one of the great coach-
ing jobs at Westfield in any sport. I
know I never had an opportunity to
thank him properly for one of the two
best years of my life. I’m sure a lot of
his players feel the same way. He may
not fully know how we all feel about
him.”

If he doesn’t yet, he’ll likely find
out Saturday.

THIS AND THAT
The boys swim team needed every

split-second of their school record
4,991 power points last Thursday to
rally from a 14-point deficit in the
final three events and edge
Hillsborough, 90-80, to capture the
sectional title. They swam Passaic
Tech on Tuesday in the state semifi-
nals and a win there would put them
in Saturday’s state Public A final,
against Cherry Hill East or Mont-
gomery. In addition to chasing their
state-record 26th state championship,
they are also trying to become the
first WHS boys team to win four
straight titles since the 1967-70 teams.
That 10-year run as state champs was
ended by Cherry Hill East.

WHS will host the District 11 Wres-
tling Tournament this Friday and Sat-
urday. The Blue Devils (11-7) won
districts in 2009 and 2013. Senior
Nick Kalimtzis won a district title as
a sophomore. Overall, WHS has cap-
tured 26 district championships.

Senior Cotter Spurlock’s 16-sec-
ond pin, the sixth fastest in school
history, highlighted a three-match
sweep at the Burlington Township
quad last week.

Note: Former WHS wrestler Kevin
Frega, who moved to upstate New
York last summer, has a 30-3 record
with 14 pins at 195 pounds for
Cazenovia High.

The girls and boys basketball teams
both qualified for the state tourna-
ment in North 2, Group 4. The girls
(11-7 through Sunday) are seeded
No. 5 and host 12th-ranked
Dickinson March 2 at 5 p.m. The
boys (11-8) are seeded seventh and
host No. 10 Watchung Hills also
March 2 at 7 p.m.

DAY, OSTER, CONLON, DEVIN WIN 200-FREE RELAY

Blue Devils Fall to Panthers
In Girls Swim Semis, 95-75

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bridgewater-Raritan defeated the
Westfield High School girls swim
team, 95-75, in the NJSIAA Semifi-
nal Round of the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Public A Tournament on Feb-
ruary 10 at the Westfield “Y” pool.
The visitors were dominant in earn-
ing a spot in the championship round,
winning all but two races against
Westfield.

The Panthers got two individual
victories each from Alex Gebel (50
free, 100 free), Grace Palfreyman
(200 free, 500 free) and Lexy Brewer
(100 fly, 100 back) to spearhead the
winning effort.

“Our girls swam great,” said
Bridgewater-Raritan Head Coach
Chris Lavin. “We knew Westfield was

a number one caliber type of oppo-
nent. We needed to swim our abso-
lute best to beat them.”

The semifinal showdown was the
second meeting this season between
the two teams. In a meet held on
December 19 in Bridgewater, the
Panthers eked out an 87-83 win. It
was not that close this time.
Westfield’s only breakthrough for a
first place finish in individual races
came in the 100-breaststroke where

Gwyn Devin bested the field in 1:08.6.
Teammate Amy West was second at
1:10.01. Westfield’s only other vic-
tory came in the 200-free relay where
the team of Courtney Day, Emily
Oster, Emma Conlon and Gwyn
Devin finished first in 1:42.91.

“We did have some good individual
efforts today,” said Blue Devil Head

Coach Lauren Hauser. “Gwyn Devin
swam well. Emily McGann had her
season best time in the 200 free. Gwyn
Devin, Caroline Basil and all three
relay teams qualify for the Meet of
Champions.”

Bridgewater started the afternoon
well by capturing the 200-medley
relay. The team of Brewer, Brooke
Sharkey, Kerry Silverman and Gebel
turned in a time of 1:49.4, edging out
Westfield’s second place finishers
(Basil, West, Devin and Conlon) who
finished in 1:50.06. Blue Devils
Muriel Maloney, Shannon Pyle, Betsy
Penn and Emilia McCormack fin-
ished third (1:55.83).

In the 200-free, Panther Palfreyman
(1:59.49) and Jenny Mann (2:01.96)
took first and second, respectively,
followed by Westfield’s Courtney Day
(2:02.25). Blue Devil McGann fin-
ished fourth (2:03.78), which was a
season best time for her.

“Jenny Mann stepped up big time
in the 200 free for us,” said Levin.
“She dropped multiple seconds in
that event and broke the Bridgewater-
Raritan High School record in that
event.”

Panther Sharkey (2:11.12) touched
just ahead of Basil (2:11.15) in a
thrilling 200 Individual Medley.
Westfield’s Shannon Pyle (2:15.64)
was third. In the 50-free, Gebel gave
the Panthers another win. Gebel’s
time of 25:01 was enough to edge
out Westfield’s top finishers Emily
Oster (25:66) and Emma Conlon
(25:71).

In the 100-butterfly, Brewer (59:06)
beat out Blue Devil Devin for the top
spot. Gebel got her second individual
win of the day in the 100-free (53:78),
topping Blue Devils Maloney (55:71)
and Oster (55:81). Palfreyman did
likewise for the Panthers, getting first
place in the 500-free (5:21.69) ahead
of fellow Panther Sharkey (5:24.8)
and Westfield’s West (5:27.19).

In the 100-backstroke, it was
Brewer (58:90) winning again for
Bridgewater. Westfield’s Basil
(59:78) and Pyle (1:02.91) placed
second and third, respectively.

The Panthers finished the day im-
pressively with a victory in the 400-
free relay. The foursome of Sharkey,
Brewer, Palfreyman and Gebel
(3:49.06) edged the Blue Devil four-
some of Day, Maloney, Oster and
Basil (3:49.77).

“Bridgewater finished every race
and they swam their hearts out,” said
Coach Hauser. “We put up a good
fight but just not good enough.”

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555
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PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, February 22nd from 1-4pm
1 Max Place, Westfield • Offered for $1,300,000

Welcome to this wonderful four bedroom, five full bath Michael Mahoney home built in 2007. This center-hall colonial boasts rich,
dramatic millwork, custom oval tray and coffered ceilings, paneled wainscoting and 9’ foot ceilings on the first and second floors.
The first floor features living room, spacious formal dining room, a large gourmet kitchen with oversized center island and upgraded
appliances that opens to the family room with corner fireplace and French sliders to private side yard. The first floor rounds out with
laundry, full bath and access to the two car garage. The second floor has four bedrooms, all with custom closets. Double doors open
to the huge 24 x 19 master suite featuring a sitting room, walk in closet and luxurious en-suite bath with double vanity. The
basement level offers a large recreation room, a full bath and an office. The walk-up third floor has a full bath with skylight and a
large unfinished area currently being used for storage. Enjoy a prime location on the corner of a cul-de-sac, just blocks to all schools,
a mile to postcard-perfect Tamaques Park and a mile to award-winning downtown Westfield and New York transportation.

© 2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.
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Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate

Previews® Specialist, CRS, ASP
2012, Gold Level NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award

Direct Line: 908-301-2014
Cell/Text: 908-370-7900

Email: suechecchio@gmail.com
www.suechecchio.com

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+

The Club at Autumn Ridge offers remarkable 55+ living in Union Township. 

Experience total luxury in an elegantly appointed 1- or 2-bedroom apartment. 

Enjoy full-time access to the community clubhouse with its heated pool, 

fitness center and cyber-library, plus an Activities Director who puts the focus 

on fun. It’s all yours for the taking along with one month’s rent free.

* One month rent-free offer valid on new leases signed through Feb. 28, 2015. 

Call 866.379.4541 for hours and directions
ClubAtAutumnRidge.com

1200 Ridge Drive, Union Township, NJ 07083

ONE MONTH’S 
RENT FREE!*

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

WF Boys/Girls Seeds
For Section Tourney
The Westfield High School girls

basketball team received the fifth
seed for the upcoming North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 4 Tourna-
ment and the Blue Devil boys re-
ceived the seventh seed for theirs.

The Lady Blue Devils will host
12th-seeded Dickinson on March 3
and the winner will play the winner
of fourth-seeded Ridge and 13th-
seeded Woodridge on March 4. The
Blue Devil boys will host 10th-
seeded Watchung Hills on March 2.
The winner will face the winner
between second-seeded Linden and
15th-seeded Millburn on March 4.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO CLOSE THE GAP...Blue Devil Caroline Basil tries to close the
distance against Bridgewater swimmer Lexy Brewer in the 100 backstroke.  Basil
posted a 59:78 to finish second to Brewer (58:90).


