
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, February 19, 2015 Page 7

Man to Describe How Secret
Led to Return to Judaism

WESTFIELD — Mordechai
(Mark) Halawa will speak tomor-
row, Friday, February 20, at 7 p.m.
during the Shabbat evening meal,
and again on Saturday, February 21,
at 8 p.m., both times at the Union
County Torah Center. In his talk,
“Grandma Rowaida’s Dark Secret:
From Kuwait to Jerusalem,” Mr.
Halawa will tell the story of his re-
turn to Judaism after a childhood in
the Arab world.

Mr. Halawa was born in Kuwait and
raised as a Muslim. As a child, he was
indoctrinated with anti-Semitic atti-
tudes, unaware that his family had a
secret: his grandmother on his mother’s
side was Jewish, but she had married
a Jordanian soldier in 1946 and con-
verted to Islam. On visits to his
grandmother’s home, Mr. Halawa
would sometimes see her weeping
over the pages of an old prayer book,
and he became curious about her past.

When Saddam Hussein invaded
Kuwait, the Halawa family immi-
grated to Toronto, Canada. It was
there, at university in London,
Ontario, that Mr. Halawa met a Jew-
ish professor and discovered how
his grandmother’s secret past would
change the course of his own future.

To reserve a place to hear Mr.
Halawa speak about his dramatic life
journey, register online at
torahcenter.org. Interested persons
also may e-mail the Torah Center at
info@torahcenter.org or call (908)
789-5252. Seats for Friday evening
are $25 per person and include a
complete Shabbat meal; seats for
Saturday evening’s talk are $10 per
person. Sponsorships of $180 are
accepted and will help defray costs.
The Union County Torah Center is
located at 111 Laurel Place, Westfield.

SPIRITUAL SCOUTS...Scouts and Adult Scout Leaders from Boy Scout
Troop No. 73 attended Scout Sunday Mass on February 1, hosted by the troop’s
sponsor, the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church of Westfield. Scouts and
leaders of Troop No. 73 are pictured with the Reverend Monsignor Joseph P.
Masiello, pastor of Holy Trinity. The church has sponsored Troop No. 73 since
1936. Any boy interested in joining the troop is asked to contact Scoutmaster
Henry Hom at henryhom73@gmail.com.

Fanwood Presbyterian Posts
Services For Lenten Season

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Presbyterian Church welcomes all
to join the congregation in remem-
bering the journey of Jesus and the
disciples to Jerusalem.

Sunday worship will be filled
with sacred music at both the tra-
ditional 9:30 a.m. service and the
contemporary 11:15 a.m. service
February 22 through March 22.

A children’s Palm/Passion Sun-
day pageant will be celebrated on
Sunday, March 29, at a combined
10:30 a.m. service in the sanctuary.
The Sanctuary Choir will sing John
Ireland’s “Vexilla Regis.” Follow-
ing the service a continental break-
fast will be held in the dining room.

Holy Week morning devotionals,
lasting approximately 20 minutes,
will be held at 8 a.m. Monday through
Wednesday, March 30 to April 1.

Congregants will remember the
Passover and Jesus’ Last Supper
on Maundy Thursday, April 2, with
a 7:30 p.m. service, and Jesus’
death on Good Friday, April 3,
also to be commemorated at 7:30
p.m. Music will be provided by the
Sanctuary Choir at both services.

On Easter Sunday, April 5, the
Resurrection will be celebrated at
another combined service with
communion at 10:30 a.m. Music
will include choir, handbells, brass,

piano and organ.
The Fanwood Presbyterian

Church is located at 74 South
Martine Avenue, at the intersec-
tion of Martine and La Grande
Avenues. For more information on
church programs and services, in-
terested persons are invited to visit
fanwoodpc.org or to call the church
at (908) 889-8891.

American Legion Post 209
Slates Benefit Tricky Tray

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains-Fanwood American Legion
Post No. 209, located at 237 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, will host
its first Tricky Tray Auction on
Saturday, March 7, at 8 p.m. This
event will be open to the public.

Many local businesses and resi-
dents have already contributed new
prize items, gift certificates and
gift baskets to make this a fun and
exciting night. All proceeds from
this event will go to help local
veterans in need and their fami-
lies. Tickets will be sold the night
of the event at the door at a cost of
15 for $10. Parking is available in
the rear of the building off Sunset
Place.

“Our community respects and un-
derstands that our veterans are a
priority and they stand by them,”
stated Kevin Burns, commander of
Post No. 209. “Everyone knows the
sacrifices they have made to keep
us a free nation. Through the Ameri-
can Legion, they can rest assured
where their contributions go.

“We are a not-for-profit organi-
zation that dispenses funds for vet-
erans in need. We send care pack-
ages to troops deployed overseas,
offer scholarships in local schools,
provide aid to disabled veterans
and sponsor events at places such
as Lyons Veterans Hospital,” he
continued. “We also support veter-
ans’ causes locally and nationally.
So, please come out and support
this event.”

Individuals or businesses wish-
ing to donate a prize, a gift certifi-
cate or a gift basket are asked to
call Kim Palmer at (908) 322-9845.
Any veteran or child of a veteran

who would like information on
joining Post No. 209 is asked to
call Richard Kenyon at (908) 322-
9845.

Interested persons also are in-
vited to “like” the organization on
Facebook as well as to contact the
post on its official Facebook page
at “AmericanLegionPost209” for
all of its events, postings, parties
and pictures.

F-SP Rotarian Joseph Qutub
Honored on 90th Birthday

Joseph Y. Qutub

SCOTCH PLAINS — Joseph Y.
Qutub was honored February 15
on his 90th birthday for his 50
years of service to the Rotary Club,
at Snuffy’s Pantagis Renaissance

in Scotch Plains.
“Joe,” as everyone calls him,

came to Scotch Plains in 1970 as
the director of the YMCA. He and
his wife, Annie, and their three
children in a short time captivated
the community with their warmth
and kindheartedness.

Mr. Qutub joined Rotary in 1965
in Rockville, Md. He became ac-
tive in the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Club and offered his services to
any and all public projects. He was
elected president of the club in
1977, and was voted Volunteer of
the Year in 2008.

According to the Rotary Club of
Fanwood-Scotch Plains, Mr. Qutub
is “a truly special person and
looked upon as a counselor by the
members.” He presently serves as
chairman of the International Com-
mittee for the club.

Local Church to Hold
Family Game Night

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Com-
munity Presbyterian Church, lo-
cated at  1459 Deer Path,
Mountainside, will present a Fam-
ily Game Night on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 28, beginning at 7 p.m.

Offerings will include Bingo and
other group games for youngsters
and adults alike, including some fa-
vorite games brought by attendees.
All are invited; individuals need not
be church members to participate.

Admission is free and organizers
ask that attendees bring either a des-
sert or a favorite snack. Popcorn and
cotton candy will be supplied by the
organizers, Jersey-wide Event Ser-
vices. For more information, call
Lisa MacGowan at (732) 713-
0803. The snow date for the event
is Saturday, March 21.
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Goods & Services You Need

  BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

PAINTING

MARINO’S PAINTING
“The Neatest Painter Around”

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Expert preparation & clean-up

• Paper Hanging & Wall Paper Removal
 • Sheetrock & Trimwork - Powerwashing

• Deck Repairs & Staining - Driveway Seal Coating
• We Clean Windows & Gutters • Hepa Vacuum Sanding

Lic. # 13VH01137900

908-688-0481

Howard Miller Certified service technician

We make house calls • All types of watch and clock repair

Grandfather clock repair

Universal Sound Band
To Perform at WCC

WESTFIELD — In celebration of
Black History Month, the Westfield
Community Center will present the
Universal Sound Band on Friday,
February 27, from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m.
This program will take place at the
Westfield Community Center, located
at 558 West Broad Street, Westfield.

The band will treat attendees to a
performance of jazz, oldies and blues
standards. Refreshments and honor-
ees also will be part of the evening’s
festivities. A fundraiser donation of
$15 is requested.

Holy Name Society
Breakfast Is Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Holy
Name Society of Saint
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church will hold its an-
nual Family Pancake Breakfast this
Sunday, February 22, in the church
cafeteria after the 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m.,
10:30 a.m. and noon Masses. Saint
Bartholomew the Apostle Church
is located at 2032 Westfield Av-
enue, Scotch Plains.

Everyone is welcome to join the
Saint Bartholomew the Apostle
Church family and enjoy pancakes
and sausages prepared by the
parish’s own “Mike Steinfeld.” The
cost is $7 for adults and children
age 13 and older; $5 for children
ages 4 to 12, and free for children
age 3 and under. The maximum
cost per family is $20.

All teachers and staff of Saint
Bartholomew Academy and the Re-
ligious Education Program (CCD)
are invited as guests of the Holy
Name Society.

This annual fundraiser supports
the following activities of the Holy
Name Society: the Christmas Giv-
ing Tree, the Saint Bartholomew’s
Food Pantry and the Community
FoodBank of New Jersey in Hill-
side, the Altar Servers Recogni-
tion Luncheon and Operation Rice
Bowl.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Westfield Library Friends
Hold Membership Drive

WESTFIELD — The Friends of
the Westfield Memorial Library
presently is conducting its 43rd
membership drive. This group of
volunteers has as its mission to fos-
ter interest in the library, make the
public aware of its services and to
provide special programs for indi-
viduals and groups. The Friends
have helped fund projects for the
library since 1972. During the past
41 years, hundreds of thousands of
dollars has been raised to sponsor
major library projects. These funds
have been earned by the Friends
through its yearly membership
drive, book sales and fundraisers.

Presently, the Museum Pass is
one of the most popular funded
programs. Currently 20 museums
in New Jersey and New York are
available to be visited by Westfield
Memorial Library cardholders at
no charge.

On Saturday mornings during the
2015 winter months, the Friends
will host nine children’s programs
for 3- to 5-year-olds.

The Anne and Lee Hale Speaker
Series will present four adult pro-
grams featuring speakers who have
ties to Westfield.

In 2015, the Friends will again
award scholarships to future
Westfield librarians.

Additional continuing programs
include book discussion groups;
Books on Wheels to homebound
library patrons; a spring outing; the
Sharing the Warmth knitting and

crocheting group, and the Metro-
politan Opera Series.

Multiple benefits are available to
members of the Friends. Member-
ship is tax-deductible. Members will
receive the Friends’ newsletter and
a 10-percent discount on all book
purchases at the Town Book Store
of Westfield.

An application form is available
at the Friends’ area of the Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550
East Broad Street.

NAMI Announces
Circle of Friends

WESTFIELD — The Union
County chapter of NAMI (National
Alliance on Mental Illness) invites
the public to attend its “Circle of
Friends” panel discussion on Tues-
day, February 24, at 7:30 p.m. It
will take place at American Legion
Post No. 3, located at 1003 North
Avenue West, Westfield.

The panel will include Intensive
Family Support Service’s Joyce
Benz and four NAMI board mem-
bers, with the format described as
relaxed and audience participation
welcome. Anyone interested in learn-
ing more about mental illness is en-
couraged to join the discussion.

Snacks and free literature will be
provided. There is no charge to at-
tend. For further information, or in
the event of inclement weather, call
(908) 233-1628 or e-mail
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com.

Professor Bowe to Speak
On How to ‘Be the Change’

Norma Bowe

WESTFIELD — The Sisterhood
of Temple Emanu-El in Westfield
invites the community to “Be the
Change” — a program to be pre-
sented by Norma Bowe on Sunday,
March 8, at 12:30 p.m.

A Kean University professor, Ms.
Bowe created Be the Change, a stu-
dent social-action group that has par-
ticipated in activities such as creating
urban gardens in Newark, assisting
in hurricane recoveries in Union
Beach, N.J. and in New Orleans, feed-
ing the homeless, and painting and
restoring homeless shelters, among
other endeavors.

Professor Bowe is known for her
candid sharing of self and support in
guiding students to learn coping skills
for difficult lifetime struggles. Her bi-
ography — “The Death Class: A True
Story About Life,” written by Erika
Hayasaki – highlights Professor Bowe’s
struggles as a child in a dysfunctional
family and how she was able to over-
come this situation to achieve her de-
gree in nursing and continue her educa-
tion to obtain her doctorate.

Professor Bowe will discuss the
obstacles that she faced as a child and
how she used her inner strength to
come to a position of guiding others

in giving back to those in need of
support.

Copies of “The Death Class – A True
Story About Life” will be available at
the event for purchase and signing.

Lunch will be provided. There is a
suggested donation of $5 per per-
son. The program will take place at
Temple Emanu-El, located at 756
East Broad Street, Westfield. Inter-
ested persons are asked to respond
to: Sisterhood@tewnj.org.


