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There Are Many Areas That
Can Be Eliminated In Fed. Gov.

Democratic congressional leader
Nancy Pelosi once stated that when it
came to government spending, there
was “nothing else to cut.” All pro-
grams, departments and agencies
were already cut to the bone. Not
only was this a falsehood, it was a
poor attempt at deception. There are
many areas where government can
eliminate to cut spending. If it were
up to me, I would start cutting or
eliminating the following:

The Department of Homeland Se-
curity: This department is useless in
the fact that it has wasted billions in
taxpayer monies, and it has failed to
protect the homeland from terror, as
we have seen from the incidents in
Oklahoma and Boston. The Depart-
ment of Defense along with Immi-
gration and Naturalization and the
Federal Bureau of investigations is
all we need.

The Department of Education:
Does it make sense for taxpayers to
send education dollars to Washing-
ton, D.C. only to have it come back
again? Does it make sense to nation-
alize education? The education of
children, teenagers and young adults
should be the domain of states and
local government. They are more in
tune with the people that reside there,
and they and parents can be the best
judges of what should and should not
be taught.

The Corporation for Public Broad-
casting: With the advent of cable and
satellite television giving the public
over a thousand channels, and with
the Internet doing the same, PBS has
outlived its purpose. PBS should be
sold and given to a private entity and
taxpayers should be off the hook in
funding programs, opinions and other
things that they do or do not sub-
scribe to.

The Bureau of Indian Affairs: If
there was ever an agency that has
harmed more human beings, it is this
one in my view. This agency has
taught Native Americans to be de-
pendent on the state, and it has hurt
their lot in many ways. Go to any
reservation and you will see squalor,
poverty, alcohol and drug abuse, bro-
ken homes, properties not kept and

more. This agency should be either
reformed or eliminated.

The Department of Agriculture:
This department has not benefited
farmers as much as it has benefited
charlatans and big agricultural busi-
nesses. It is a waste of taxpayer mon-
ies and it should go into that gentle
goodnight.

The Food and Drug Administra-
tion: This agency was designed to
protect Americans from bad food and
medicines from coming to market.
However, it has prevented promising
medications by two to five years in
the approval process. Private testing
companies can do better in testing
and can do it for a great deal less.
They can also reject or accept medi-
cines and food in a faster time period
better than can a bureaucracy.

There are more areas where I would
cut, but it would be a long letter.

At this point in time, it is uncertain
whether the political class in Wash-
ington would have the courage and
the gumption to cut spending let alone
the federal government. However, the
way I see it, with $18 trillion in debt,
and with this behemoth of a federal
government growing in size and
scope, diminishing the liberties of all
Americans in the future, it will have
to be done. The political class will
have no choice. There is no other
alternative. Government and govern-
ment spending will have to be cut
down to Constitutional size.

Alex Pugliese
Kenilworth

Letters to the Editor

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours ·  53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
kaplowlaw@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
·  Divorce ·  Domestic Violence

· Custody ·  Child Support

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

Jewelers&N C

Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao

908-233-3380
102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

nandcjewelers@gmail.com
Store hours - M T W F & Saturday: 10 to 5:30pm

Thursday: 10 to 7:30pm • Sunday: Closed

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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•

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Celebrates Children’s
Dental Health Month

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Scotch Plains Has Been Neutralized,
Summit and Westfield Will Be Overrun

In a recent letter by Scotch Plains’
Richard Fortunato, he commented
on the hiring of our new town man-
ager (Alex Mirabella) which was done
without proper due diligence by our
Town Council. This situation is com-
pounded by the fact of his $145,000
year salary, which is $25,000 more
than our previous manager, and de-
spite his apparent conflict of interest
in being a Union County Freeholder
who is paid some additional $30,000
for that position and his inexperience
as a town manager. While I join Mr.
Fortunato in his hope that Mr.
Mirabella’s is successful in his posi-
tion, because if he is, so will the
residents of Scotch Plains; however,
this does create an atmosphere of
cronyism.

However, Mr. Fortunato should be
aware that the Union County Demo-
crats have a history of taking care of
their own and providing them an in-
come to support their life styles. A
few examples are Assemblywoman
Linda Stender’s, as I remember,
$75,000 a year job as a volunteer
coordinator at Runnells Specialized
Hospital, now project manager of the
Union County Improvement Author-
ity for $90,000, Mayor Colleen
Mahr’s $81,456 job as the head of the
Union County Division of Strategic
Planning and Intergovernmental Re-
lations, former county manager
George Devanney, who I believe that
his uncle is Senator Ray Lesniak and
now Al Mirabella at his combined
salary of $175,000 a year. In addi-
tion, let us not forget the medical and
pension benefits. I have no doubt that
if one would dig deeper there would
be many more. Does anyone else see
history repeating itself?

Who next on the county’s/party’s
payroll will wind up with additional
“spending money” from the taxpay-
ers of Scotch Plains? There are other
possibilities as to why there is so
much interest in Scotch Plains, which
might be possible additional lucra-
tive public contracts and gaining ac-
cess to Scotch Plains south side open
space. This could be done in several
different ways. The other possibili-
ties are an increase in tax revenue to
the county and Democrat coffers via
increasing property values, such as
the downtown development and/or
an inroad to remove complaints in
the western Union County towns
whose taxes are the funding source
for the county.

We may be the first to be neutral-
ized or overrun. The next could be
Summit, Westfield, Berkeley Heights
and/or New Providence. This could
be our own “sharing the wealth,”
which would provide money to buy
votes. There is the possibility that
what is happening in our town is
simply payback for county, township
and state jobs.

In the case of Assemblywoman
Stender, does anyone remember the
“Stender is a Spender” slogan a num-
ber of elections ago? I would not be
surprised that she played a major
factor in these happenings and we are
paying the price.

Anyone that knows how the county
conducts their affairs are aware that

the county taxes are actually higher
than our municipal taxes and they
have year after year ignored the tax
cap that has been in affect for the last
seven years or so. In particular, by my
math, the raises starting from seven
years ago were 3.1 percent, 5 per-
cent, 3.4 percent, 2.3 percent, 6.0
percent, 8.3 percent, and 5.5 percent.
They have spent money on such
troubled items such as the MusicFest,
Galloping Hill’s convention center,
solar panels, Union County Utilities
Authority stipend payments, Union
County Alliance publication of the
newsletter titled “Union County Di-
rections” for some $1.5 million, etc.

Then to add additional concerns
for our future, last year Mayor  Glover
made a big deal and played politics to
the nth degree with the average
homeowner’s increase of $11 in prop-
erty taxes last year. Now he appears
to want to take over the downtown
development and perhaps spend
money to do it. Our deputy mayor,
who along with her husband depends
on tax dollars for their very income,
is always mentioning spending
money on recreation and support of
the county.

It does appear that the future has
some promise, but also is filled with
real concerns for the cost to the tax-
payers.

I hope that our new manager finds
employment with Scotch Plains to be
rewarding, not just in salary, but in
knowing that he does a good job for
our residents by running an efficient
and cost affective municipal govern-
ment in a resident sensitive manner
and keeping our local taxes low and
intercede in his Freeholder capacity
to stop these excessive county in-
creases.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Commentary
It’s Time for The Union County

Improvement Authority
To Be Shuttered

Is Stender Using Improvement
Authority to Boost Her Pension?

The Union County Democratic
Party is at it again. This past week
it was reported that Linda Stender,
a state assemblywoman and
former county freeholder and ex-
Fanwood mayor, has been hired
as deputy director and project
manager for the Union County
Improvement Authority (UCIA)
at a salary of $90,000. This, com-
bined with her assemblywoman
salary of $49,000, puts her at
$139,000.

According to the resolution ap-
proved by the improvement au-
thority commissioners, 7-to-0,
Ms. Stender will “assist, support,
promote, direct, manage, oversee
and otherwise fulfill [her] obliga-
tions to ensure the successful de-
velopment, financing, implemen-
tation, administration and super-
vision of the numerous projects
that the authority is currently in-
volved in.”

We question how Ms. Stender
is permitted to take another tax-
payer-funded position while serv-
ing as a assemblywoman. It has
been reported that other candi-
dates were considered, but that
Ms. Stender had the most govern-
ment experience. In our view hir-
ing someone from the private sec-
tor would have been a better deci-
sion.

Last year the Union County
Utilities Authority (UCUA) and
Improvement Authority approved
a shared-services agreement
whereby the UCIA pays $15,000
a month to the UCUA for sharing
office space and equipment at the
utilities authority’s offices in
Rahway. The executive director
of both authorities is Dan Sullivan,
who is a former freeholder who

served as vice-chairman when Ms.
Stender was chairwoman in 1997.
Mr. Sullivan is paid $150,000 as
executive director of the UCUA.
Last year he was ordered to return
$6,000 he took in unauthorized
bonuses to the UCUA. The im-
provement authority has become
an employment agency for the
Democrats. Prior to Mr. Sullivan,
the UCIA executive director was
Charlotte DeFilippo, the then-
head of the Union County Demo-
cratic Committee.

Are there other former or cur-
rent freeholders seeking employ-
ment? Maybe the Union County
Alliance, which was the subject
of a negative report from the state
comptroller, needs a new director.

When elected officials take six-
figure government jobs, they can
boost their pensions, as state pen-
sions are based on an average of
their three highest pay years.

Just last month current Free-
holder Al Mirabella was hired as
the new town manager for Scotch
Plains, where he received a salary
of $145,000. He is paid $30,000
as a freeholder, so his total for his
two taxpayer-funded jobs is
$175,000. Unlike Ms. Stender, Mr.
Mirabella had a private-sector
career before taking the Scotch
Plains job. He spent 28 years with
Chubb, serving most recently as
assistant vice-president.

We believe the pensions law
should be rescinded as it almost
encourages officials to seek out
high-paid government jobs at the
end of their careers in an effort to
spike their pensions. It is no won-
der property taxes are so high in
New Jersey.

Mr. Sullivan has said the im-
provement authority plans to ex-
pand financing assistance to mu-
nicipalities as the authority can
borrow money at lower interest
rates than municipalities can ob-
tain.

So in addition to hiking state
pensions, the improvement au-
thority wants to help increase
municipal debt? The problem in
New Jersey is that too much money
is being spent on salaries and ben-
efits. In our opinion, more money
needs to be set aside for mainte-
nance, road projects, etc.

Why County
Development Auth. Are

A Bad Idea
County Development Authorities

are a bad idea (i.e., Union County
Improvement Authority) because the
taxpayer saddles the risk and others
scoop the rewards. The recent article
published by NJ.com illustrates this
point. See excerpt below.

“Taxpayers in 3
counties could be on

hook for millions after
solar project fizzles”
by NJ.com, Feb. 15, 2015
Ben Horowitz and Seth Augenstein
“The concept behind the massive

solar project sounded simple enough:
borrow $88 million to install panels
on public buildings in Morris,
Somerset and Sussex counties and
then sell excess electricity, using the
revenues to pay off the debt.

The concept was called the “Mor-
ris model,” held up nationally as an
example of how to produce renew-
able energy through public-private
partnerships. It was the second project
of its kind and the previous one was
hailed as a success.

But now, nearly four years later,
taxpayers could be on the hook for
tens of millions of dollars the coun-
ties owe bondholders, after work
ground to a halt amidst cost overruns
and lawsuits.

What’s more, the $88 million that
must be repaid to bondholders for the
71 projects could cause “unmitigated
disaster” to the three counties, ac-
cording to court filings...”

Human Services
Comm. Jennifer Velez

To Depart Office
TRENTON – Governor Chris

Christie has announced that Com-
missioner Jennifer Velez will be leav-
ing her position at the Department of
Human Services. Deputy Republi-
can Conference Leader Mary Pat
Angelini (R-Monmouth), a member
of the Assembly Human Services
Committee, offered her congratula-
tions and thanks.

“I have worked with Commissioner
Velez for a number of years on many
issues relating to mental health and
addictions. Her proactive approach
to helping those in need and advocat-
ing on their behalf set an example for
her department and all elected offi-
cials. She has always been a stalwart
advocate for those most vulnerable
in our society. Her tenure at the de-
partment spans several administra-
tions and is testimony that her main
priority has always been what is best
for the people of this state. Her depar-
ture is bittersweet and I wish her
much success,” Asw. Angelini said.
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goleader.com
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