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Letters to
the Editor

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, NJ 08628
XXX
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Mohamed Jalloh, chair
mjalloh@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

1985 Championship Team Thanks
Roosevelt Principal Stewart Carey

Dredging of River Is
Part of Flood Project
The Rahway River flood mitiga-

tion project includes channelization
of 15,000 feet of the Rahway River,
which is essentially dredging. The
project takes the river bed down four
feet in most places.

The major portion of cost is bridge
replacement which we are hoping
can be refined to be bridge bypasses.

Dan Aschenbach
Cranford

WHS Choir Receives Great Support
And Offers Heartfelt Thank You

Open Request to PSE&G: Please Fix
The Blinking Light In Westfield

Telling The Truth Is Apparently A
Problem for So many In Public Life

Rahway River Was
Never 12 Feet Deep

I just read the article about dredg-
ing the Rahway River. I have never
seen or heard of the river being 12
feet deep in Cranford. In the 70s,
Cranford Engineer Greg Sgroi wid-
ened and deepened the river. Cranford
may have records of those plans.
Union County has a stream survey
from the WPA (1933ish) in the engi-
neering building in Scotch Plains. I
think that information will show that
the river was never 12 feet deep.

Cranford was, at one time, Crane’s
Ford because of a shallow stream
crossing. That’s near Riverside Drive
and Springfield Avenue. A large boul-
der with a plaque marks the spot.

Another reason you could not
dredge the river to 12 feet deep is
because I don’t know if all the bridges
have footings low enough to allow
that.

There are restrictions by the NJDEP
for any stream work.

Dean Talcott
Fanwood Env. Center

Dear Mr. Carey, On the 30th anni-
versary of our JV boys’ basketball
Union County Championship, we
want to thank you for being our coach
and leader during one of the most
memorable experiences in our lives.
In 1985, Westfield played in the most
competitive boys’ basketball confer-
ence in New Jersey. Because
Elizabeth’s varsity that year had a
senior-laden team that won the
Watchung Conference, Union County
and Group 4 State Championships
and was one of the best teams in the
state, Elizabeth’s JV team was loaded
with all their best underclassmen tal-
ent that season (including four start-
ers who could dunk with ease and
who would form the core of their
varsity Union County Championship
teams in 1986 and 1987).

On paper, our team should not have
been competitive with Elizabeth.
Having you as our coach made the
upsets possible. We first realized that
we might be able to accomplish some-
thing special during the second game
of our season when we faced Eliza-
beth at the Dunn Center. Down six
points with less than two minutes left
in the game and no three-point line
then in existence, we were expected
to accept defeat and the moral vic-
tory of keeping the game close with
the county’s best program, but we
clawed our way back to upset Eliza-
beth by two points. The turning point
of our season was in our nine-point
home loss to Elizabeth – in the clos-
ing minutes of that game, it was clear
to all of us that you believed we
should have won that game and that

you believed we were capable of beat-
ing their team a second time. When
we returned to compete against Eliza-
beth at the Dunn Center on February
23, 1985, you led us to another upset
and the Union County champion-
ship. We are not sure how many WHS
team sports accomplishments have
stood the test of time for 30 years, and
we feel fortunate to be a part of one of
them as a result of your coaching.

Although our group never played
together again as a team, you pro-
vided us with a lifetime of memories
from our 1985 season. We know that
you have made invaluable contribu-
tions to Westfield’s youth as an out-
standing principal at Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School and before that as a
highly respected vice-principal,
teacher and coach. Your legacy in
Westfield clearly extends far beyond
one basketball season. However, for
us, we will always be most grateful
for the brief moment in time we had
the opportunity to learn from you on
the basketball court and compete
against the best in Union County
boys’ basketball.

Thank you for believing in us, for
being such a great coach and leader
for our group and for making it pos-
sible for our team to be champions.

Your 1985 team: Scott Blackmon,
Matt Cowell, Rob Gladden, Rick
Ham, Neil Horne. Tom Kelly, Andy
Kendeigh, Glenn McSweeney, Mark
Nelson, Louis Russell, Ron Tate and
Jay Telech .

Westfield High School
1985 Boys’ Basketball Champs

In late November of last year I
reported a street light outage in
Westfield through the PSE&G
website. The light in question is on
the corner of my property and I was
thrilled when PSE&G replaced the
bulb within three weeks of the re-
quest. Any satisfaction with PSE&G
was soon dashed when the next issue,
which still persists, arose.

Within two days of bulb replace-
ment, the bulb began to blink much
like lights hung around the holidays
would blink. Blinking holiday lights

are intended to bring joy to those who
have opportunity to observe them,
blinking street lights bring little joy.
A 30-second video submitted to The
Leader with this letter evidenced the
light blinking 10 times (every three
seconds). The problem has been re-
ported to PSE&G multiple times and
has persisted for two months with no
sighting of a PSE&G repair truck.

Paul Collins
Westfield

The Westfield High School
Choraleers presented A Night of Love
Songs on Friday, February 6, under
the direction of John Brzozowsk,
choir director. An audience of over
170 people from the community was
served with coffee and desserts while
enjoying solo, duet and group perfor-
mances by 60 members of the WHS
Choir, with songs ranging from Nat
King Cole’s L-O-V-E to Eric
Whitacre’s This Marriage. Many au-
dience members went home with
wonderful gift baskets and beautiful
centerpieces.

We would like to express our grati-
tude to the following WHS Choir
friends and local businesses, whose
generous financial support and con-
tributions in-kind made this event
possible – Dr. Frank R. Besson,
Carolyn Klinger-Kueter Music Stu-
dio, Delphos International, Ferraro’s
of Westfield, Fire Me Up! Studio,
Greco Carpet Cleaning, I to Eye,
Jersey Mike’s Subs, Moxie Pilates
and Yoga, N&C Jewelers, New Jer-
sey Workshop for the Arts, Dr. Nina
O’Connell, Personal Financial Navi-
gation, RMC Music Studios, Utopia
Salon and Day Spa, Westfield Ani-
mal Hospital, American Shoe and

Luggage Shop, Ross Avidon- Graphic
Designer, Bagel Chateau, Bar
Method, Betty Gallagher Antiques,
Bovella’s Bakery, Buono’s Pizzeria,
Brownie Points, Brummer’s Home-
made Chocolates, Carlo’s Bakery,
City Sports Store, Cod Chippery,
Colleen and Lauren Echausse, Darby
Road Restaurant, Liz Ensslin-Inkwell
Printing, Facial Reality Salon, The
Farmhouse Store, Health in Motion,
Lord & Taylor, Massage Meridians,
North Jersey Eye Care Center, On the
Side Day Spa, Panera Bread, Savory
Spice Shop, Scotch Plains Music
Center, Short Hills Hilton, Bonnie
Stewart-Par Productions, Tracey
Spencer-Wright, Starbucks Coffee
Shop, Trader Joe’s, and Varsity Cen-
tral.

Proceeds from A Night of Love
Songs will support the choir’s up-
coming Scotland/England perfor-
mance tour. The Choir would like to
invite the community to their free
spring concert at the Westfield High
School Auditorium on Tuesday, May
19, at 7:30 p.m.

Nina O’Connell
Judy Augustino

A Night of Love Songs Chairs

How many times as an attorney (I
am now retired) did I hear, “Tell the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but
the truth?” Not doing so is perjury.
Perjury is a felony because the conse-
quences of intentionally making a
false material statement can be very
serious indeed! Without the truth there
can be no justice system!

But telling the truth, the whole
truth and nothing but the truth is
apparently a problem for so many
people in public life!

NBC’s nightly news anchor Brian
Williams did not tell the truth, the
whole truth and nothing but the truth!

Nor did President Obama about his
signature Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act.

Nor Secretary of State Clinton
about the terrorist attack on the Ameri-
can diplomatic post in Benghazi that
left four Americans dead, including
Ambassador Chris Stevens.

We learn as children that George
Washington never told a lie. But this
lesson apparently is either not learned
or is forgotten.

The country is the worse for it.

Johnny Carson hosted a television
game show called, “Who Do You
Trust?”

That is the central issue. Whom are
we to trust if people think it okay not
to tell the truth, the whole truth and
nothing but the truth?

The many investors in Enron sure
found out their mistake in trusting
Enron to tell the truth!

The world would tragically find
out its mistake in trusting British
Prime Minister Neville Chamberlin
to tell the truth when just back from
Munich where he had signed that
infamous agreement with Hitler said,
“I believe it is peace in our time.”

Telling the truth, the whole truth
and nothing but the truth means ex-
actly that! No half-truths. No slight
truths. No white lies. No misrepre-
sentations. No dissembling! No
equivocation. No contextualizing!

A witness who does not tell the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but
the truth is subject to the penalties of
perjury which can include a heavy
fine and a long term of imprison-
ment.

But, unfortunately, there are no
criminal penalties for people in the
public eye who do not tell the truth,
the whole truth and nothing but the
truth.

 Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Government... Like Fire, It Is a
Dangerous Servant, Fearful Master
What we call the Presidents’ Day holiday is really

not that.  It’s actually the holiday celebrating George
Washington’s birth in 1732, according to the United
States Office of Personnel Man-
agement. Granted too, there’s some
argument about what calendar was
in use during that time. Although
it’s popularly thought that Presi-
dents’ Day is the combination of
Washington’s and Lincoln’s birth-
day, Lincoln’s birthday on Febru-
ary 12, 1809 never became a fed-
eral holiday; but it did become a
legal holiday in several states, such
as New Jersey.

In 1968, legislation moved sev-
eral federal holidays. Washington’s
Birthday holiday of February 22
was moved to the third Monday in
February each year. Since taking
effect in 1971, it was intended to
simplify the calendar and give gov-
ernment workers three-day week-
ends.

The fact that there are three-day
weekends now seems the impor-
tant feature of most holidays today
— such as Presidents’ Day, Me-
morial Day and Labor Day. Could
it be that because we forgot the real
reasons for the holidays that we are
in the mess that we are today?

One could question the signifi-
cance of a general who hardly won
a battle, except for his last one – or
a statesman who hardly won an
election, except for his last one.

George Washington was the great
general with few victories. He’s
called the “Father of Our Country”
and most of us know that he was the first President
of the United States.

Abraham Lincoln was the great statesman that

hardly won an election. Considered one of the
greatest, he was the 16th President of the United
States and was assassinated in office at the start of

his second term in 1865.
Which of the two above said

“Associate yourself with men of
good quality if you esteem your
own reputation; for ’tis better to be
alone than in bad company?” or
“Government is not reason. Gov-
ernment is not eloquence. It is
force. And, like fire, it is a danger-
ous servant and a fearful master?”

These are quotes of George
Washington.

And then you would know that
Abraham Lincoln said at
Gettysburg: “that we here highly
resolve that these dead shall not
have died in vain — that this na-
tion, under God, shall have a new
birth of freedom — and that gov-
ernment of the people, by the
people, for the people, shall not
perish from the earth.”

His quote inscribed on one wall
of the Lincoln Memorial in Wash-
ington, D.C. is, “With malice to-
ward none; with charity for all;
with firmness in the right, as God
gives us to see the right, let us
strive on to finish the work we are
in; to bind up the nation’s
wounds....”

We think it is important for our
children to know of these great
men of perilous times, of their
character and sacrifice, of their
contribution to country and man-
kind.

Also, it’s way past time for all countrymen, adults,
elected officials – you and I – to live by our deeds
with the honor and character of these great men.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cyphonism – A form of ancient

punishment consisting of smearing the
victim with honey and exposing him to
insects.

2. Tohubohu – Chaos
3. Catabasion – A chamber in a Greek

church, under the alter, where relics are
kept

4. Melic – Of song or poetry

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

PATAS
1. The West African red monkey
2. Moving in a hopping or skipping

manner
3. The head of a household
4. The act of rubbing; massaging

ACHROMASIA
1. Elevation sickness
2. Motion sickness
3. Lack of pigment in the skin
4. Blood disorder resulting from insuf-

ficient chromium
CAPPADINE

1. Small metal cuplike stand for hold-
ing hot coffee cups

2. Waste silk sheared from silkworm’s
cocoons after the good silk has been
reeled off

3. Cornish crow with red feet and beak
4. A small flesh-eating mammal re-

lated to the weasel
EXSICCATE

1. To dry up or evaporate
2. To discolor or blacken as if by

burning
3. Having a rough and dry surface
4. To sever; behead

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/helpSee more letters on page 5

The Surest Sign That
Intelligent Life Exists

Elsewhere In The Universe
Is The Fact That It Has
Never Tried To Contact

Us.
Author unknown

On Ruling to Block Executive Amnesty
WESTFIELD — Congressman

Leonard Lance (NJ-07) Tuesday re-
leased the following statement af-
ter United States District Judge An-
drew S. Hanen issued a preliminary
injunction blocking President
Obama’s unilateral overreach on
immigration:

“I strongly support Judge Hanen’s
decision that President Obama ex-
ceeded his authority under the law —
an action that the President himself
conceded as unlawful as many as 22
times over the past two years.

“I was one of 68 members of Con-
gress — and the only member of the
New Jersey congressional delegation
— to sign an amicus brief in support
of a lawsuit brought by a coalition of
26 states against the President’s ex-
ecutive order on immigration.

“As this issue continues to work its
way through the courts, I urge the
President and Democrats to work with
Republicans in Congress to pass leg-
islation that secures our border, funds
our U.S. Dept. of Homeland Security
and adheres to the rule of law.”

According to www.goleader.com/
countdown on Wednesday, Feb. 18 at
7:59 a.m.:

Obama's last day as president will
be January 20, 2017, which is a Fri-
day.

Obama's last full day in the White
House will be on Jan. 19, 2017, which
is a Thursday.

Time remaining until Obama is
gone:

23.1 months or 701.7 days

Countdown


