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Guadagno Launches Effort
To Curb Texting While Driving

TRENTON – In an effort to com-
bat the high incidence of talking and
texting while driving, Lt. Governor
Kim Guadagno has announced the
launch of JustDrive.com, a multi-
media outreach and education cam-
paign designed to make people think
twice before engaging in this danger-
ous behavior. The Lt. Governor and
Raymond P. Martinez, chairman and
chief administrator of the New Jersey
Motor Vehicle Commission (MVC),
were joined by Thomas Louizou, re-
gional administrator of the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion (NHTSA).

“At 55 miles per hour, looking at a
text is like driving the length of a
football field blindfolded,” Lt. Gov-
ernor Guadagno said. “Texting while
driving is illegal and dangerous, caus-
ing tragic loss of life in just moments
of careless distraction. The
JustDrive.com campaign will further
spread the message of the dangers of
texting while driving and, no doubt,
will save lives.”

Developed and managed by the
MVC, the web, television, print, ra-
dio and billboard campaign highlights
the dangers and penalties for dis-
tracted driving and features an inter-
active website that includes a forum
for citizens to share their own experi-
ences and thoughts about this irre-
sponsible behavior. The
JustDrive.com website also serves as
a repository of information on the
subject from federal, state and local
entities united in combating this na-
tional concern.

The National Safety Council re-
ports that texting causes 1.6 million
accidents per year, and NHTSA has
found that 78 percent of teens and
young adults say they have read an
SMS message while driving.

“Given these startling statistics,
continuing to talk or text while driv-
ing is just plain irresponsible behav-
ior,” Chief Martinez added.

The kick off presentation included
a display of a Ford F250 that was
wrecked in a fatal 2013 crash caused
by a texting driver.

“There is absolutely no doubt that
the number of drivers who talk or text
from behind the wheel has reached
epidemic proportions in this coun-
try,” Mr. Louizou said. “I applaud
New Jersey’s efforts to not only edu-
cate the public but to also try to get
folks to put their phones down and
keep their eyes on the road.”

The campaign is the result of a
new law that went into effect in
July 2014 that significantly in-
creased the fines associated with
talking or texting while driving
and created the option for courts to
suspend the driver’s license for up
to 90 days. More information can
be found online at :
www.justdrive.com.

Panel OKs Bill That
Prevents Standardized
Testing in K to Grade 2

TRENTON – The Assembly Edu-
cation Committee has approved leg-
islation to exempt young school chil-
dren from the rigors of standardized
testing. The bill, A-3079, prohibits
schools from administering standard-
ized assessments from kindergarten
to 2nd grade.

The bill would prohibit commer-
cially developed standardized tests,
but does not ban all testing in grades
K to 2. Evaluations can be adminis-
tered and scored by a teacher or school
board.

VALUABLE SERVICE... Our House, Inc., which provides residential, employ-
ment and recreational services to individuals with developmental disabilities, was
recently recognized  by Union County. Pictured, from left to right, are: Union
County Freeholder Vice-Chairman Bruce Bergen and Freeholder Vernell Wright
presenting a certificate of recognition to Assistant Director Terrence Robinson of
Our House Inc. and residents Najee and Kyle for the organization’s volunteerism
at Sage Eldercare in Summit. For more information about Our House, Inc. visit
www.ourhousenj.org.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times
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Fanwood Awarded Safe
Routes to Schools Grant

TRENTON – Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D-22nd, Scotch
Plains) has announced that Fanwood
will receive a $200,000 grant towards
the Safe Routes to Schools program
in New Jersey.

Safe Routes to Schools is a state-
wide initiative that aims to reduce
congestion resulting from school-re-
lated traffic and promote healthier
lifestyles and communities by en-
abling children to safely walk and
bike to school. Assemblywoman
Stender is the sponsor of multiple
pedestrian safety laws in New Jersey.

“We have made great strides on
pedestrian safety in Fanwood over
the years,” Ms. Stender said. “The
safe routes to schools grant will con-
tinue to help ease congestion, and
make it more accessible to walk our
children and grandchildren to school.”

 The project scope will make Madi-
son Avenue more pedestrian friendly
for Park Middle School and School
One Elementary School. New and
additional sidewalks and curbing will
be added to the areas currently lack-
ing support for pedestrians.

Camden Sheriff Billingham
Not to Seek Re-Election

Camden County Sheriff Chuck
Billingham, a Democrat, has an-
nounced that he will not seek re-elec-
tion to his post this November, but that
he will serve out the remainder of his
term. Sheriff Billingham was elected
Sheriff in 2006, and is currently in his
third term.

“It’s been a long, good ride with my
career in public service – starting out
as a Gloucester City patrolman and
later serving as mayor of that great
city to becoming chief of the Wash-
ington Township Police Department
and capping it off as sheriff of Camden
County,” Sheriff Billingham said.

Among his accomplishments, he
played a key role in the transition
from the Camden Police Department
to the Camden County Metro Police
Department.

Chamber of Commerce Annual
Walk to Washington Today

The 78th New Jersey Chamber of
Commerce Annual Walk to Wash-
ington and Congressional Dinner will
be held today, February 19th, at the
Marriott Wardman Park Hotel in
Washington, D.C.

Last year’s event attracted 900 busi-
ness executives and political leaders,
Governor Chris Christie, members
of the New Jersey Congressional
Delegation, over 40 state legislators,
25 local and national media outlets
and a nationwide C-SPAN audience,
according to the Middlesex County
Chamber of Commerce.

NJBIA Opposes Paid Sick
Leave Legislation

The New Jersey Business and In-
dustry Association has opposed A-
2354, legislation which would im-
pose a paid sick leave mandate on all
businesses including those that al-
ready provide time off.

The bill would require employers
to provide either five or nine sick
days per year (depending on business
size) to all workers, including those
that are hired on a full-time, part-
time or temporary basis. The NJBIA
said the legislation would force em-
ployers to pay the salary of an em-
ployee who is home sick and the
salary of their replacement. The bill
also allows for the carry-forward of
time from year to year and requires
employers to keep records of the time
every employee takes for at least five
years.

Mayor Baraka Has His Two
Brothers on Payroll

NJ Advance Media has reported
that Newark Mayor Ras Barak put his
two brothers on his payroll upon his
taking office last July. Amiri Baraka
Jr. , who was Mayor Baraka’s chief of
staff when he was a South Ward coun-
cilman, is now  chief of staff for the
city. His salary increased from
$71,976 to $104,578.77, according
to the report.

Mayor Baraka’s hired his other
brother, Obalaji Jones, as a youth
opportunity coordinator at a salary
of $73,999.38.

Three NJ Counties on Hook
For $88-Mil.-Solar Project

Three New Jersey counties —
Somerset, Morris and Sussex — are
on the hook for $88 million after a
solar project fizzled, NJ Advance
Media has reported. The counties have
said in court papers that having to
repay the bondholders for the 71 solar
projects could result in a “unmitigated
disaster” for the counties. According
to the report, the market for state solar-
energy tax credits plummeted after
the solar agreement was made.

In addition, the solar developer,
SunLight General, has been awarded
about $700,000 in public bond money
to hire a law firm specializing in bank-
ruptcy case, a move Sussex County
said would be a “unmitigated disaster
for all,” according to the report.

Bucco Supports Bramnick Call
For Debates With Prieto

Assemblyman Anthony M. Bucco
(R-25th, Randolph) has called on As-
sembly Speaker Vincent Prieto (D-
32nd, Secaucus) to join in Assembly
Minority Leader Jon Bramnick's (R-
21st, Westfield) call for debates be-
tween the two Assembly leaders.

"For nearly 15 years, Assembly
Democrats have been in control in
Trenton. In that time we've seen higher
sales taxes, higher income taxes, and
higher property taxes," Mr. Bucco
said. "Important public policy issues
shouldn't be relegated to soundbites,
but substantive discussion. I believe
the people of New Jersey would wel-
come such an open dialog between
the two Assembly leaders and public
debates are a great way to convey
their respective visions for the future
of New Jersey."

Mr. Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield)
has challenged Speaker Prieto to six
debates.

Consolidation Bill
Released By Panel

TRENTON — Legislation, A-
1739, sponsored by Assemblyman
Jack Ciattarelli (R-16th, Somerville),
that would provide towns with flex-
ibility as they examine the potential
for consolidation has been released
by the Assembly State and Local
Government Committee. This bill
reforms the 2007 “Uniform Shared
Services and Consolidation Act,”
which is designed to encourage mu-
nicipal mergers in an effort to con-
trol property taxes, but has led to
only one consolidation in seven
years.

“New Jersey’s property taxes are
the highest in the country and con-
solidation is an opportunity for
towns to do something about that,”
Mr. Ciattarelli said. “This bill gives
towns latitude to overcome ob-
stacles and seriously examine what
is best for taxpayers. Flexibility and
fairness are necessary in order to
get past the conceptual stage of a
merger.”

Courage to Connect NJ, a non-
partisan organization that looks for
answers to New Jersey’s property tax
crisis, played an important role in
developing the legislation. Its mis-
sion is to help develop short- and
long-term strategies for local con-
solidation.

“Consolidations shouldn’t be
forced, but we can nurture the idea by
removing barriers that prevent dis-
cussion,” continued Mr. Ciattarelli.
“New Jersey’s property tax issue has
been talked about for years. This bill

helps get us past the ‘talking’ phase.”
The Senate unanimously approved

the identical bill, S-316, in October
2014.

Bill to Establish Fund
For Vets Groups OK’d
By New Jersey Senate
TRENTON – Legislation spon-

sored by Assembly Democrats to al-
low New Jersey taxpayers to make
donations to nonprofit veterans’ or-
ganizations via their gross income
tax returns recently cleared its final
legislative hurdle with approval by
the full Senate, 36-to-0.

The bill, A-2313, would establish
the Fund for the Support of New
Jersey Nonprofit Veterans Organiza-
tions, to which taxpayers may indi-
cate they would like to donate on
their tax returns. An annual grant
program drawing from contributions
to the fund would assist private non-
profit veterans organizations in pro-
viding programs and services for vet-
erans. Many such organizations have
experienced financial hardship due
to the recent economic downturn.

The bill was approved by the As-
sembly Appropriations Committee on
October 9. The Assembly Military
and Veterans’ Affairs Committee re-
leased the measure in June; and the
full Assembly advanced the bill, with
77-to-0 vote, last October.

The measure will now go to the
Governor for further consideration.
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$999,999.00 earn 0.25% on the entire balance.   Transaction limitations apply. See an account representative for details. 
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WESTFIELD AREA Y  
220 Clark St., Westfield ∙ 908-233-2700 ∙ www.westfieldynj.org  
Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.  

Financial assistance is available.  

GET MORE THAN EXERCISE  

like us at westfieldareay! 

Our youth programs 
offer more than 
exercise and skill 
development.   

We promote 
individual growth, 
teamwork and self-
esteem all while 
having fun. 

Contact Coach 
Amanda by 
February 28 to 
arrange for a FREE 
CLASS appropriate 
for your child! 

 

Amanda Aguirre, Associate 
Director of Physical Programs, 
908-233-2700 x258 or 
aaguirre@westfieldynj.org  

Try a FREE CLASS  
and find the perfect fit! 

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


