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TOP RECOGNITION...The Union County Police Department (UCPD) is pre-
sented with the Award of Excellence in recognition of the UCPD Firearms ID Unit
receiving its 200th match or “hit” on IBIS, the national system for tracking
firearms used in crimes. Pictured, from left to right, are: Union County Free-
holder Vice-Chairman Bruce Bergen and Freeholders Sergio Granados and
Bette Jane Kowalski, Union County Police Detective Krzysztof Audinis and
Lieutenant Michael Sandford, U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Firearms, Tobacco &
Explosives special agent in charge George P. Belsky, Jr. (Newark Field Division)
and Assistant Special Agent in Charge Scott Curley as they present UCPD
officers with the award, Union County Police Chief Daniel Vaniska and Public
Safety Director Andrew Moran.

County Firearms ID Unit
Awarded for 200th ‘Hit’

COUNTY – The Union County
Police Firearms ID Unit has been
honored by the federal Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Ex-
plosives for its work in solving gun
crimes. The Firearms ID Unit re-
ceived the Award of Excellence in
recognition of its 200th match or
“hit” on IBIS, the national system for
tracking firearms used in crimes.

“Since it was established in 2003,
our Firearms ID Unit has proved its
worth time and again,” Union County
Freeholder Chairman Mohamed S.
Jalloh said. “This well-deserved
award is a testimony to the hard work
and professional dedication of our
firearms examination experts.”

The primary task of the unit, also
known as the Ballistics Unit, is to
determine if a bullet, cartridge cas-
ing, or other ammunition component
was fired from a specific gun.

The lynchpin of that process is
IBIS, the Integrated Ballistic Identi-
fication System. IBIS is a national
database of firearm evidence from
crime scenes and crime guns using
high definition 3D images that show
the unique microscopic markings left
on ammunition components when
fired.

In contrast to combing through
hundreds of local cases by hand, IBIS
enables firearms examiners to gather
evidence quickly. The 3D images are
assigned a score using a mathemati-
cal algorithm to generate a list of
correlating cases with scores that in-
dicate “high confidence candidates,”
from anywhere in the U.S. Examin-
ers then compare images to deter-
mine if there is a match, or “hit.”

Depending on the level of urgency
and the type of analysis needed, the
Firearms ID Unit can turn around a
request for an examination within a
matter of hours.

“Before 2003, there would be a
delay of days, weeks, or even months
while investigators waited for the re-
sults from an out-of-county lab,”
Union County Public Safety Direc-
tor Andrew Moran said. “Now with
our fully equipped lab and trained
personnel, we can provide timely in-
formation to our local investigators,
and to jurisdictions throughout New
Jersey and the nation.”

Mr. Jalloh noted that the Firearms
ID Unit is a shared service provided
by Union County to local agencies in
partnership with the Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explo-
sives (ATF), which runs IBIS nation-
ally and funds the Union County
equipment.

The IBIS System in the Firearms
ID Unit also serves as a portal to IBIS
for jurisdictions throughout New Jer-
sey and Connecticut, and Union
County examiners provide forensic
firearm examination services to all
Union County law enforcement agen-
cies and the Port Authority Police.

Presenting the award in Westfield
last Wednesday, ATF Special Agent
in Charge George P. Belsky, Jr.
thanked the Firearms ID Unit for its
contributions to the National Inte-
grated Ballistics Information Net-
work, and thanked the freeholder
board for its support.

“In addition to providing leads to
investigators to help in solving gun
crimes, NIBIN is a valuable tool for
crime prevention,” Agent Belsky said.
“It can provide intelligence that en-
ables law enforcement to focus its
resources to help prevent the next
shooting.

Firearms examiners undergo a four-
year training program to be qualified
as experts in the field and recognized
by courts of law. Expertise in high-
tech examinations including micro-
scopic comparisons, operability stud-
ies on weapons, serial number resto-
ration and the use of IBIS equipment
are the core of the training program.

The Firearms ID Unit fields hun-
dreds of requests for examinations
each year, and one case in particular
demonstrates the difference made by
IBIS.

In February 2010, the Firearms ID
Unit received a non-urgent examina-
tion request for a weapon recovered
in Union Township. An operability
study was performed on the weapon,
and the test fired cartridge casings
were later input to IBIS.

The subsequent correlation list put
the Firearms ID Unit on high alert.
The “high confidence candidates”
pointed to evidence recovered from
the scene of a notorious, unsolved
road rage incident in another part of
the state back in January 2010, in
which a police officer was critically
injured in a hail of bullets.

Firearms examiners performed a
microscopic comparison that ulti-
mately confirmed the linkage within
hours of the IBIS results, breathing
new life into a case that had stalled out.

“Finding the needle in the hay-
stack is an apt description for what
our firearms examiners do with a
combination of advanced technol-
ogy, skill, and determination,” Mr.
Jalloh said.

For more information about the
Firearms ID Unit, visit ucnj.org.

Bill Allowing APNs to
Determine Cause of
Death Clears Panel

TRENTON – An Assembly
panel has advanced legislation
sponsored by Assemblywoman
Nancy F. Muñoz (R-21st, Sum-
mit) that would allow an attend-
ing advanced nurse practitioner
(APN) to determine their patients’
cause of death.

“An APN is licensed to treat,
order tests, make referrals to sur-
geons, diagnose and manage long-
term illnesses. As the patient’s pri-
mary treating health professional,
they are often with the patient at
time of death,” said Asw. Muñoz.
“End of life is a very emotional
time for family members. It’s not
only appropriate, it’s common
sense to allow the attending APN
to make such a call. Doing so in a
timely manner will help the grief-
stricken family.”

The Assembly Health and Senior
Services Committee cleared the bill,
A-1319/S-1152, which allows an
APN to determine the cause of death
and execute the death certification
of a patient when the nurse is the
patient’s primary caregiver and the
collaborating physician is not avail-
able.

Bill Protecting Access
To Student Personal

Info. Passes Assembly
TRENTON – Legislation that

would protect a student’s personal
information from being distributed
to the federal government has been
approved by the Assembly.

Under the bill, A-2724, the New
Jersey Department of Education is
required to annually notify parents
and guardians they have the option to
remove a student’s personal records
from the data base sent to any agency
of the federal government.

Last fall a report by the state attor-
ney general showed that New Jersey
faces more than a million hacking
attempts per month which increases
the need to safeguard information
collected on New Jersey students.

Parade Committee to Host
‘Finnegan’s Wake’ Party

COUNTY — The Union County
St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee
will host its annual “Finnegan’s
Wake” party and “Guinness Fun Run/
Walk” on Saturday, February 28, at
the Blackthorn Restaurant and Irish
Pub, located at 651 North Michigan
Avenue in Kenilworth.

Registration for the “Guinness Fun
Run/Walk” will start at 11:30 a.m. at
the Blackthorn. There is a $25 regis-
tration fee that includes a shirt, com-
plimentary beverages and admission
into the “Finnegan’s Wake” party.
The race will commence at 12:30
p.m. and should end by 12:35 p.m.

“Finnegan’s Wake” will feature live
Irish-American entertainment by The
Mike Byrne Band starting at 12:45
p.m. Admission is $20 per person
and includes beer, wine and food. For
information, please call Kathy
Noonan at (908) 906-4622.

All proceeds from the events ben-
efit the 2015 Union County St.
Patrick’s Day Parade. The 19th An-
nual Parade steps off at 1 p.m. on
Saturday, March 14, on Morris Av-

enue in Union.
For more information about the

Union County St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade, visit
unioncountystpatricksdayparade.com.

Lance Bill to Help Tackle
Veterans’ Admin. Backlog

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has an-
nounced his partnership with Rep.
Grace Meng (D-N.Y.) in reintroduc-
ing the bipartisan ‘VA Regional Of-
fice Accountability Act’ for the 114th
Congress. The duo successfully navi-
gated the legislation to House pas-
sage twice in the 113th Congress and
are now reintroducing the measure to
continue applying new tools to hold
executives at the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs accountable for the
management of claims.

“Our legislation is another impor-
tant step in the much-needed transfor-
mation of the Veterans Administra-
tion. By holding V.A. managers ac-
countable we will institute strict
metrics by which we will better under-
stand why individual regional offices
are not performing as well as needed
and outline what tools and resources
can better adjudicate claims. The brave
men and women who have stepped
forward to serve our nation deserve
our continued dedication to fixing the
V.A. and ensuring they receive the
services they have earned in our de-
fense,” Mr. Lance said.

The legislation would require a
V.A. regional office carry out claim
adjudication within 125 days with 98
percent accuracy. Regional offices

would be required to submit a three-
step report every time it fails to meet
its 125-day goal with explanation,
reasoning and solutions for improve-
ment. It will also contain a descrip-
tion of additional resources neces-
sary for the office to reach its goals,
from staffing to policy changes, and
an action plan to enable the office to
meet its goal. These ideas were passed
unanimously by the House twice last
Congress.

“We must continue our progress in
reforming the V.A. so it may regain
the trust and confidence of our
nation’s heroes. By holding execu-
tives to account we will identify and
diagnose the persisting problems pre-
venting the delivery of high quality
care,” Mr. Lance concluded.

Lance Responds to
President’s Request for
Use of Military Force
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.

Leonard Lance (R-7th) released
the following statement in re-
sponse to the President Barack
Obama’s proposed authorization
for use of military force to com-
bat ISIS:

“ISIS has committed heinous
crimes against American citizens
and our allies and will undoubtedly
attempt more acts of war against
the United States and our interests.
I believe any authorization of mili-
tary force must lay out a compre-
hensive military strategy to defeat
this enemy.

“The Congress will now begin
public hearings and conduct rigor-
ous oversight to determine if the
President’s request today meets this
standard and provides U.S. mili-
tary commanders and our troops in
the field with the tools to imple-
ment an effective and robust strat-
egy to combat radical Islamist ter-
rorists.”
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The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 

Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 
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All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 
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support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence, 
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· Year End Planning
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Call for an appointment
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Carlisle Receives
Humanitarian Award
COUNTY — President Carlisle, Jr.,

a former Hillside Councilman and re-
tired Union County Department of
Community Renewal bureau chief,
received the Chester Holmes Humani-
tarian Award during the third annual
Union County Black History Month
celebration on February 13 at the
Hamilton Stage at the Union County
Performing Arts Center in Rahway.

Pallone, DEMS Introduce
Bill to Continue CHIP

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Every
Democratic member of the House
Energy and Commerce Committee –
led by Rep. Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-6th),
ranking member of the full committee
– introduced legislation to extend fund-
ing for the Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program (CHIP) through 2019.
Without this legislation, no new fund-
ing for the CHIP program will be
available after September 2015.

The bill, the CHIP Extension and
Improvement Act of 2015, makes a
number of program improvements to
reduce bureaucracy and increase state
flexibility. The legislation maintains

the 23 percent “bump” increasing
states’ matching rates and the mainte-
nance-of-effort provision so that states
do not change Medicaid and CHIP
eligibility standards. Among other im-
provements, the legislation provides
states with a permanent option to use
“Express Lane Eligibility,” which re-
duces administrative burdens for both
states and beneficiaries.

A Senate companion bill was also
introduced Thursday. The bill, entitled
the Protecting and Retaining Our
Children’s Health Insurance Program
Act of 2015 (PRO-CHIP), would also
extend CHIP funding through 2019.

Did You Know?
The filing deadline for state,

county and municipal candidates
for the Tuesday, June 2 Primary
Election is Monday, March 30.


