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www.HomewatchCareGivers.com

• Hourly or live-in care in your home or residence
• All caregivers are state certified CHHAs
• Hourly caregivers can drive for errands and appointments
• Every client supported by an RN and Social Worker at no charge

(908) 448-2230   
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Your mom deserves the best
Homewatch CareGivers is recognized as the “Best of the Best” in Home Care by Home Care Pulse 

2015

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will hold a public
hearing on March 5, 2015 at 7:30 pm,
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the appli-
cation of Lynn and Victor Vinegra, 2676
Far View Drive, Block 5201, Lot 19 who
proposes to construct a new home and
requires a front yard setback variance as
follows:

Section 23-42a-Permitted Area Modifi-
cations-Front Yard Setback Averaging:
Required: 31.25 Average setback. Pro-
posed: 20 feet.

At this hearing any and all possible addi-
tional variances which may arise will be
discussed.  All interested persons may be
present and be heard. This file pertaining
to this application is in the office of the
Zoning Board of Adjustment and available
for public inspection during regular office
hours.

Victor and Lynn Vinegra
425 Hazel Avenue

Garwood, New Jersey 07027
1 T - 2/19/15, Times Fee: $25.50

Brian Trusdell for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW LOCATION… Parents and caregivers can make sure their child’s safety
seat  is properly installed, by getting a free inspection at the new home of the Union
County Child Safety Seat Inspection Program at the Garwood First Aid Squad,
401 Second Avenue. Joining in the official opening on February 4, from left to
right, were: front row, Union County Freeholders Sergio Granados, Vernell
Wright, and Bruce H. Bergen; safety specialist Ron Esposito of AAANortheast,
N.J. Division; County Traffic Safety Program Coordinator Christine Marcantonio;
AAA Director of Government and Public Affairs Cathleen Lewis; Freeholder
Bette Jane Kowalski, Union County Police Chief Daniel Vaniska, Freeholder
Chris Hudak, and County Public Safety Director Andrew Moran. The service is
available Wednesdays and Thursdays from 7:30 to 11 a.m.

WRAPPING UP CAMPAIGN... Westfield Councilmen David Oliveira, left, and
Sam Della Fera, center, and Mayor Andrew Skibitsky join other volunteers to
make phone calls for the Westfield United Fund's annual campaign, which wraps
up on Sunday, March 1. The campaign raises money to support local programs
for people in need, including children, seniors, low-income families, the disabled,
and those with mental health needs. For more information, go to
www.westfieldunitedfund.org,

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TAKING COMMAND …  Allan Attanasio is sworn-in Tuesday night by Council
President Keith Turner as Mountainside’s new police chief in a ceremony held at
the Mountainside Borough chambers as his wife, Nancy, and one of daughters
stand by his side.

on sports leagues and other groups
to use township recreation facili-
ties — a move the council has said
it opposes — and told the govern-
ing body, “I just don’t have trust in
you guys.” The mayor said it was
“the first time I’ve heard” of the
possibility of user fees and added,
“I don’t know who’s putting it out
there.”

Alexander Smith, chairman of the
local Republican Party, said the
council has the authority to fix any
problems regarding communication
and coordination between the rec-
reation commission and other mu-
nicipal department without the pro-
posed ordinance. He likened the
council’s move to “throwing the
baby out with the bath water.”

Republican Councilman
Llewellyn Jones was the sole oppo-
nent of introducing the ordinance.
He said the present structure has
been “working well for a long time,”
which “puts the bar pretty high”
before the council should take any
action to change it. He pointed out
that all seven members of the com-
mission are appointed by the mu-
nicipal manager so there is a “con-
siderable amount of accountability
already.” He also felt there was a
“substantial risk” of political med-
dling by people with “big egos”

identifies the terms of hourly pay for
police officers who work side jobs in
other municipalities. The amendment
states that officers who work a sec-
ondary, off-duty job will be paid the
prevailing rate of the municipality in
which they are hired for the second-
ary job.

A municipal contribution of $300
was made to the 2015 graduating
class of Governor Livingston High
School to have an alcohol- and drug-
free graduation party during the hours
immediately following graduation,
to be held at Rutgers University.

Pool membership fees were
amended per an ordinance passed
that establishes a resident family
membership charged at $320; each
unmarried child over 21 living at
home, $112; single membership 16
years of age or older, $163; senior
citizen membership, $112; a child
under 16 years of age joining as part
of a family, single or senior citizen,
$163; a resident age 14 or 15 em-
ployed by a family as a helper, $163;
single parent/child, $273; au pair/
nanny, $112; guest daily fee is $10,
weekends, and $8, weekdays, for
adults and $8 weekends and $7 week-
days for those 18 years or younger;
houseguest weekly fee is $25 for
those 18 and under and $30 for adults.
Non-resident family membership is
$595. Other fees also were listed.

The governing body also passed
resolutions for a tax lien redemption
and a tax appeal.
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Garwood Teachers, BOE Set
To Meet With Mediator
By BRIAN TRUSDELL

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – About two dozen
teachers and their supporters — clad
in red — made a visible presence at
the board of education meeting on
Tuesday, two days before the first
scheduled meeting between union
and district officials before a me-
diator.

Board members listened without
comment as Garwood Education
Association Co-President Tamara
Benc, who – in a nearly four-minute
prepared address to the board dur-
ing the public comment portion of
the meeting — asked the board to
settle “our contract in a fair and
equitable way.”

An impasse in negotiations was
declared in October by the union,
sending the matter to mediation for
the third consecutive time. The
teachers’ three-year contract ex-
pired June 30, and the board and
union have failed to agree over sal-
ary and other issues in eight months
of talks.

Since New Jersey law bars teach-
ers from going on strike, the cur-
rent contract remains in force until
a new one is reached.

Much of the rest of the meeting
was devoted to routine and clerical
issues, including approving an
amendment to Superintendent
Teresa Quigley’s contract, which
was approved in June. A typographi-
cal error in the bonuses paid for
reaching qualitative and quantita-
tive goals was discovered by the
Union County Executive Superin-
tendent.

The contract required correction
before it could be considered and
approved by the county.

The board approved several field
trips, including one for fifth-grade
students to the Cranford Indoor Pool
on March 7 for a D.A.R.E. Satur-
day evening program; an eighth-
grade class trip to the Elizabeth
County Courthouse on Friday,
March 6, and the grade 6, 7 and 8
“select choir” to the Kids in Con-
cert in Long Branch on Friday,
March 13.

The board also okayed Nicole
Jacinto as a substitute teacher for
the remainder of the school year
and a pay schedule for referees and
umpires that will compensate offi-
cials $90 for working alone at soc-
cer and basketball games and $60
with a partner. The rates were $75
and $60 for baseball and softball.

The board learned that parents
were informed on Friday of when
Lincoln School students will take
the Partnership for Assessment of
Readiness for College and Careers
(PARCC) test.

PARCC is a state-mandated stan-
dard exam that replaces the old
NJASK, essentially testing the stu-
dent on the same material, but in-
stead of a “paper-and-pencil” exam,
PARCC will be taken on a com-
puter/tablet device, with multiple
ways of answering questions.

The “Performance-based Com-
ponent Testing” will run March 2 to
6 with grades 6 and 7; continue
March 9 to 13 for grade 8; have the
fifth grade taking the test March 16
to 20; and conclude March 23 to 27
with grades 3 and 4.

The “End-of-year Component
Testing” will be conducted in the
same order April 27 through May
22.

Superintendent Quigley con-
cluded the meeting by informing
the board and public of the passing
of former teacher Kathy Dangeleit,
63, who retired from Lincoln School
a year-and-a-half ago after more
than two decades at the school.

A home economics teacher who

then became a basic skills instruc-
tor, “she morphed into middle
school and then she morphed into
fifth grade,” Superintendent
Quigley said, noting Ms. Dangeleit
joked that she had been in every
classroom. “It’s not all about what
we want. It’s about life and family,
and Lincoln School is a family and
we are all really sad that this hap-
pened. She always had a smile on
her face,” the superintendent said.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BRRR…  This woman tries to keep warm as she walks in downtown Westfield
on Saturday when the temperature was 5 degrees. This week’s temperatures
were the coldest in the state in 20 years.
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Scotch Plains Council
and those who “like power.” He
said the ordinance would remove
the “checks and balances between
egos and the community’s needs.”

But others on the governing body
agreed with the proposed changes.
Councilman John Del Sordi echoed
the mayor in saying that all other
municipal department heads report
directly to the manager and said no
recreation programs are being dis-
banded. Deputy Mayor Colleen
Gialanella said the move was nec-
essary in the make of what she called
“missed opportunities” due to “poor
communication” between the com-
mission and other township depart-
ments.

Referring to the recently publi-
cized financial miscues at the Po-
lice Athletic League in which PAL
funds were used by a township po-
lice officer for personal use before
being repaid — an incident Mrs.
Gialanella called “an embarrass-
ment to the township” — the deputy
mayor said it was “time to tighten
the reins so this doesn’t happen
again.”

tion of the tentative budget; Friday,
March 20, budget due at county ex-
ecutive superintendent’s office; Thurs-
day, April 23, advertisement of public
hearing to appear in The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, and Tuesday, April
28, public hearing and adoption of
final budget.

Peter Franks, a trustee of the
Westfield Soccer Association, asked
the board to allow temporary lights to
be used at Kehler Field in order for the
Westfield Soccer Association and the
lacrosse teams to practice from mid-
March through April. He stressed that
there will be no games played and that
the extra hours would only be used for
practice. At the same time Westfield
High School would have use of the
4:30 to 8 p.m. time slot and the soccer
association and lacrosse teams would
use it from 7 to 9:40 p.m. He was
joined in this request by Westfield
Recreation Director Bruce Kaufmann.

There would be four poles with
lights and generators, which would
emit a hum, Mr. Franks said. He also
said the gas for the generators would
be bought at a local gas station and
brought to the field, assuring the board
that there would be no truck deliver-
ies.

Steven Aronson, president of the
soccer association, was present at the
meeting, but did not speak. Another
team that would benefit from the lights
would be the Westfield High School
track team, Mr. Franks said. Sandy
Mamary, Westfield High School ath-
letic director, also spoke in favor of the
request. The idea would be to allow
practice in the off season as well as
during the season. Mr. Kaufmann
emphasized how busy all of the fields
are.
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Westfield Board of Edu.
BOE President Richard Mattessich

said the board will discuss the request
at its next meeting on Tuesday, March
3, and urged members of the public to
e-mail the board if they have any con-
cerns.

Mr. Mattessich announced the
board’s acceptance of the following
gifts: $371.40 from the Westfield High
School PTSO to Westfield High School
to purchase a Chrome book; $573.69
from the Westfield High School PTSO
to purchase White boards in memory
of Raymond Wojcik, a retired WHS
fine arts teacher who died last August;
$1,000 from the Westfield Coalition
for The Arts to the Westfield High
School Band program; a gift of a $99
Apple TV device from the Westfield
Coalition for the Arts to the Roosevelt
Intermediate School Art Department;
$3,000 from Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Ives
to Washington School to purchase a
new book and other materials for the
library, and $28,050 from an anony-
mous donor to Westfield High School
to purchase 30 laptops, a laptop cart,
printers and printer supplies.

In another matter, several parents
implored the board to make clear their
policy and protocol to be used when
parents and children choose to opt out
of the PARCC testing to be done next
month. While several parents claimed
that the testing was not required by the
New Jersey Department of Education
(NJDOE), Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan said after checking
with the NJDOE, that it is required;
however, she said students who wished
to opt out would not be disciplined.
Mr. Mattessich took umbrage at accu-
sations of students being treated in a
negative manner because they chose
to opt out.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

See it all in Color!
www.goleader.com


