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TALENTED YOUTH… Evan Pasternak, a senior at the Academy for Information Technology, performed for the Scotch
Plains Township Council at its meeting on Tuesday night as Deputy Mayor Colleen Gialanella, the Academy's principal,
watches. Evan has been accepted into the National Youth Orchestra and will be performing at Carnegie Hall.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MUSH… Paul Murarik of the New Jersey Sled Dog Club dog sleds behind the
Trailside Center in the Watchung Reservation. He and his wife, Kathy Murarik,
gave a presentation on dog sledding  at Trailside on Sunday afternoon. The dogs
are Siberian Huskies.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A HIGHLY RESPECTED VET…  The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains,
on Monday night, presented Malcolm Nettingham, a veteran of World War II
and one of 300 Tuskegee Airmen to receive the Congressional Gold Medal, the
highest civilian award.  The Tuskegee Airmen were the first black pilots in
American military service.  They overcame discrimination and prejudice to
become one of the most highly respected groups of service members during World
War II.  Their achievements paved the way for the full integration of the U.S.
military.  Mr. Nettingham is also a lifelong Scotch Plains resident. The program
was held at The Chelsea at Fanwood.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MORE SNOW… Tuesday morning's snowfall blanketed the cemetery at St.
John's Baptist Church in Scotch Plains with several inches of fresh snow.

Sports Leagues Object To
Disbanding Rec. Comm.

Scotch Plains Township Council
Disbands Business Dist. Panel
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday voted to dis-
band the business district development
committee that was formed last year to
formulate ideas for revitalizing the cen-
tral business district.

About six months after it began to
meet, the committee in December pre-
sented three recommendations to the
council, including a jitney service, ask-
ing that Scotch Plains’ name be at-
tached to New Jersey Transit signs at
the Fanwood rail station and working
with high school students on business
district marketing efforts. Mayor Kevin
Glover, who was skeptical about the

committee from its inception, made it
clear in December in remarks since
then that he was not pleased with the
committee’s efforts.

“I wonder what was going on for six
months” prior to the group’s Decem-
ber 16 presentation of its ideas, he said
last month.

The mayor instead has signaled his
support for reviving the moribund Spe-
cial Improvement District that was
formed seven years ago and has been in
limbo for the past year. Deputy Mayor
Colleen Gialanella said again this week
at the council’s business meeting that
the services of a professional should be
sought and urged that requests-for-pro-
posals (RFP) be put forth to get the

process started.
Councilman Llewellyn Jones voted

against disbanding the committee, call-
ing it a “rush” by the council before an
alternative plan for the downtown is in
place. He commended the efforts of the
committee — the latest entity formed
to try to boost the fortunes of the busi-
ness district — but noted that, “yet
again, no progress” has been made. He
said the all-volunteer committee in-
cluded the types of professionals that
Mrs. Gialanella is seeking via an RFP.

Councilman John Del Sordi said the
committee was the “fourth or fifth”
group created to address downtown
issues, but “it got nothing done.” He
urged that the $50,000 that was paid to
the township from the builders of the
housing development at the
Shackamaxon Country Club for down-
town efforts be utilized.

In other business, the council gave its
backing to an effort to have the U.S.
Postal Service honor John Shippen, the
resident golf pro at the Shady Rest
Country Club in the early 20th century
and the first American-born golfer to
play in the U.S. Open, with a postage
stamp. Residents of Scotch Plains as
well as residents of other towns in
Union County are being asked to sign
a sample letter — available by writing
to shippenfoundation2@yahoo.com —
and sending it to the postal service’s
advisory committee that decides on the
issuance of new stamps.

The governing body also approved a
special use permit allowing the Darby
Road restaurant to hold a five-day St.
Patrick’s Day celebration next month
and erect a tent on the municipal prop-
erty adjacent to the eatery.

Township Manager Al Mirabella
noted that the project by New Jersey
American Water to replace a large wa-
ter main along Portland Avenue is nearly
one-fourth complete. He also said
Elizabethtown Gas will be undertaking
a project next year to replace about 40
percent of the town’s cast-iron gas lines,
mostly on the north side of town. The
council also extended the contract of
Duke Multimedia, which operates
Scotch Plains Television, to the end of
August for an amount not to exceed
$30,950.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Represen-
tatives from the major youth sports
leagues have expressed their con-
cerns about a proposed ordinance
to abolish the township recreation
commission, replace it with a less-
independent committee and man-
date that the township recreation
director report directly to the town-
ship manager.

At Tuesday’s township council
meeting, the council voted by a 4-
to-1 margin to introduce the ordi-
nance, which will be voted on after
a public hearing on Tuesday, March
17. Mayor Kevin Glover maintained

several times that the only signifi-
cant change that would result is that
the recreation director would re-
port directly to Township Manager
Al Mirabella instead of reporting to
the recreation commission.

“Having accountability clearly
makes sense,” he said, adding that
all other township department heads
report to the manager.

But the heads of the youth sports
organizations were skeptical, with
Neil Kaufman, president of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth Base-
ball Association, praising the ef-
forts of the commission since its
establishment in the 1940s and ask-
ing why a change was needed. He
called the council’s move a “rush to
judgment” and recalled the mayor’s
comments last fall that disbanding
the commission was not on anyone’s
agenda.

Mike Kloepfer, president of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Lacrosse
Club, which was formed in the past
decade, also asked why such a

change was necessary. He pointed
to other area towns that have recre-
ation commissions and asked why
Scotch Plains was different. Ad-
dressing the mayor’s claim that the
ordinance contained no significant
changes beyond the reporting struc-
ture, Mr. Kloepfer said there was
“not a lot of belief in that.”

Chris DeMaria, president of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Soccer As-
sociation, asked the council to
“think long and hard” about chang-
ing how the township’s recreation
programs are operated. Several oth-
ers also spoke, expressing wither
skepticism or outright opposition.

Rich Duthie read aloud a petition
opposing the ordinance that he said
had collected more than 430 signa-
tures. He wondered why, a few
months after Mayor Glover’s state-
ment that abolishment of the com-
mission wasn’t on any agenda, “it’s
now a priority.” He also raised the
prospect of user fees being imposed
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Mountainside Promotes
Attanasio to Police Chief
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Allan
Attanasio was promoted to police
chief in a ceremony held at a packed
Mountainside Borough Council
meeting Tuesday night. Officers from
the Union County Police Department,
New York Police Department
(NYPD), Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment (LAPD), and as far away as the
Aruba Police Department came out
to support their fellow police officer.

Chief Attanasio’s wife, Nancy;
daughters, Jenna and Nicole, and
mother, Carmella, were at his side as
Council President Keith Turner swore
him in as chief before a standing-
room-only council chambers at Bor-
ough Hall.

“I am confident we have the best
people in place to achieve the goals
of our department,” Chief Attanasio
said. His goals for the department
include a full review and revision of
the department’s rules and regula-
tions, general orders, policies and
procedures, and he said it would be
accomplished in two years. The de-
partment, he said, will remain com-
mitted to community outreach pro-
grams, and will use social media to
boost that outreach, maintain offic-
ers assigned to schools as school re-
source officers, continue its involve-
ment in community organizations,
continue traffic education and en-
forcement programs, and seek grants
to obtain or upgrade equipment.

“We will continue to provide the
level of service you have come to

expect from the Mountainside Police
Department,” Chief Attanasio said.
He called the department, “one of the
finest police departments in the coun-
try.”

Chief Attanasio will receive a sal-
ary of $131,160, with benefits per the
Police Benevolent Association’s con-
tract, retroactive to July 31, 2014.
Chief Attanasio became Officer in
Charge in July 2014 after Chief James
Debbie retired, and became acting
chief in October 2014. He began his
law enforcement career almost 32
years ago in Plainfield, and was hired
in Mountainside as a patrolman in
1989. The Mountainside Police De-
partment currently employs 23 offic-
ers.

Sgt. Arturo Gomez of the LAPD
met Chief Attanasio last year at Na-
tional Police Week in Washington,
D.C., and since then the two officers
have kept in touch. Sgt. Gomez said
Chief Attanasio has helped his de-
partment. “A person like that, to me,
is hard to find. He has been a gem to
us,” Sgt. Gomez told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

Richard Kramers, chief of the K9
unit of the Aruba Police Department,
flew in with his wife to celebrate
Chief Attanasio’s promotion. The two
officers met about 16 years ago at
National Police Week, and have
formed a friendship since then, Mr.
Kramers told The Times.

In other business, the council ap-
proved amending a resolution for
police secondary employment that
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WF BOE Discusses K-Wrap
Program, Kehler Lights

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The board of edu-
cation (BOE) on Tuesday evening
discussed an update on the kinder-
garten wrap-around program (k-
wrap) at Lincoln School, the intro-
duction of the preliminary budget,
temporary lighting at Kehler Field
and the choice to opt out of the PARCC
test.

Audrey Zavitz, principal of Lin-
coln Elementary School, spoke of
the success of the k-wrap at the school.
The program allows a student to at-
tend a morning wrap session and
then enter a regular kindergarten class
in the afternoon. Conversely, a stu-
dent can attend kindergarten in the
morning and after lunch go into a
wrap program in the afternoon.

 “The program is in its second year
and attendance has doubled and we
expect it to double for next year so we
are preparing for that now,” she said.
Students are admitted by lottery.

Board Business Administrator
Dana Sullivan gave a preliminary
budget presentation, noting that ev-
erything depends on the amount of

state aid the district will get. She said
the district expects to be notified about
the amount next week. She also sug-
gested the bond ordinance be refi-
nanced to save as much as $200,000.
She said the tax levy increase is ex-
pected to be 2 percent, plus a waiver
for health insurance. She said the
extraordinary aid is expected to be
$975,000.

“We’ve budgeted for $1 million,”
she said. The first draft, she said, was
$2.4 million over the state cap. The
board is still trying to find ways to cut
expenditures, she added.

The board is considering raising
the student activity fee for sports from
$125 to $150 and for clubs from $60
to $70, Ms. Sullivan said. The tech-
nology budget for this year is under
$2 million. The process is still ongo-
ing and no final total budget numbers
are yet available. Ms. Sullivan said
the revised budget calendar is as fol-
lows: Thursday, February 26, pos-
sible receipt of state aid; Tuesday,
March 3, public meeting for budget
discussion; Tuesday, March 17, bud-
get discussion and presentation, adop-


