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www.HomewatchCareGivers.com

• Hourly or live-in care in your home or residence
• All caregivers are state certified CHHAs
• Hourly caregivers can drive for errands and appointments
• Every client supported by an RN and Social Worker at no charge

(908) 448-2230   
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Your mom deserves the best
Homewatch CareGivers is recognized as the “Best of the Best” in Home Care by Home Care Pulse 

2015
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MS Council
Chief Attanasio’s promotion. The two
officers met about 16 years ago at
National Police Week, and have
formed a friendship since then, Mr.
Kramers told The Leader.

In other business, the council ap-
proved amending a resolution for
police secondary employment that
identifies the terms of hourly pay for
police officers who work side jobs in
other municipalities. The amendment
states that officers who work a sec-
ondary, off-duty job will be paid the
prevailing rate of the municipality in
which they are hired for the second-
ary job.

A municipal contribution of $300
was made to the 2015 graduating
class of Governor Livingston High
School to have an alcohol- and drug-
free graduation party during the hours
immediately following graduation,
to be held at Rutgers University.

Pool membership fees were
amended per an ordinance passed
that establishes a resident family
membership charged at $320; each
unmarried child over 21 living at
home, $112; single membership 16
years of age or older, $163; senior
citizen membership, $112; a child
under 16 years of age joining as part
of a family, single or senior citizen,
$163; a resident age 14 or 15 em-
ployed by a family as a helper, $163;
single parent/child, $273; au pair/
nanny, $112; guest daily fee is $10,
weekends, and $8, weekdays, for
adults and $8 weekends and $7 week-
days for those 18 years or younger;
houseguest weekly fee is $25 for
those 18 and under and $30 for adults.
Non-resident family membership is
$595. Other fees also were listed.

The governing body also passed
resolutions for a tax lien redemption
and a tax appeal.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
NEW LOCATION… Parents and caregivers can make sure their child’s safety
seat is properly installed, by getting a free inspection at the new home of the Union
County Child Safety Seat Inspection Program at the Garwood First Aid Squad,
401 Second Avenue. Joining in the official opening on February 4, from left to
right, were: front row, Union County Freeholders Sergio Granados, Vernell
Wright and Bruce H. Bergen; safety specialist Ron Esposito of AAANortheast,
N.J. Division; County Traffic Safety Program Coordinator Christine Marcantonio;
AAA Director of Government and Public Affairs Cathleen Lewis; Freeholder
Bette Jane Kowalski; Union County Police Chief Daniel Vaniska; Freeholder
Chris Hudak, and County Public Safety Director Andrew Moran. The service is
available Wednesdays and Thursdays, 7:30 to 11 a.m.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
TAKING THE PLEDGE… Girl Scout Junior Troop 40196 leads the flag salute
at the Cranford Township Committee official meeting on February 10.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
MUSH… Paul Murarik of the New Jersey Sled Dog Club dog sleds behind the
Trailside Center in the Watchung Reservation. He and his wife, Kathy Murarik,
gave a presentation on dog sledding  at Trailside on Sunday afternoon. The dogs
are Siberian Huskies.

our students to share their talents
with the community.”

The meeting continued with some
discussion over the implementation
of the Partnership for Assessment of
Readiness for College and Careers
(PARCC) test. The fledgling test will
come in two parts, the first an English
Language Arts/Literacy test and the
second a Mathematics test. Elemen-
tary-school students in Cranford will
have this test administered digitally,
taking it completely on the computer.
Entire grades will take the PARCC
test at once, in the morning, so stu-
dents are not affected by afternoon
fatigue.

Superintendent Gayle Carrick
stated that some parents have ex-
pressed concerns over this model
of testing, as many younger stu-
dents have not been instructed in
keyboarding. However, she stated
that practice tests have shown stu-
dents to have more than adequate
time even when using the “hunting
and pecking” method of typing.
The test has given rise to other
controversies as well, including
what the results will be used for
and if it will have an impact on the
placement of children for the next
school year.
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GW BOE
A home economics teacher who

then became a basic skills instructor,
“she morphed into middle school and
then she morphed into fifth grade,”
Superintendent Quigley said, noting
Ms. Dangeleit joked that she had
been in every classroom. “It’s not all
about what we want. It’s about life
and family, and Lincoln School is a
family and we are all really sad that
this happened. She always had a smile
on her face,” the superintendent said.
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Cranford Bd. of Education
The board acknowledged that the

results of the tests will not be made
available until September, and will
therefore have no effect on students
for the next academic year, and will
instead be used as a sort of progress
report for the district. Still, around
15 parents and students have already
notified the board of their intent to
opt out of the test. In response, the
students who opt out will receive
what is called a “disciplinary ac-
tion” from the state, the direct imple-
mentation of which is being left up
to the districts. As of now, Cranford
will have the students taken to an-
other room to read quietly.

Also at Tuesday night’s meeting,
the board set the calendar for the
2015-2016 school year, which al-
lows students to return after Labor
Day and sets spring break over the
week of Easter.

Additionally, the district passed
its annual audit with a perfect score
for another year. District Auditor
Robert Morrison said that every year
he tells his department to have “pro-
fessional skepticism” when check-
ing the finances, and for the past
few years now department person-
nel have come back with no recom-
mendations and glowing reports.

Sports Leagues Object To
Disbanding Rec. Comm.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Represen-
tatives from the major youth sports
leagues have expressed their con-
cerns about a proposed ordinance to
abolish the township recreation com-
mission, replace it with a less-inde-
pendent committee and mandate that
the township recreation director re-
port directly to the township man-
ager.

At Tuesday’s township council
meeting, the council voted by a 4-to-
1 margin to introduce the ordinance,
which will be voted on after a public
hearing on Tuesday, March 17. Mayor
Kevin Glover maintained several
times that the only significant change
that would result is that the recreation
director would report directly to
Township Manager Al Mirabella in-
stead of reporting to the recreation
commission.

“Having accountability clearly
makes sense,” he said, adding that all
other township department heads re-
port to the manager.

But the heads of the youth sports
organizations were skeptical, with
Neil Kaufman, president of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Youth Baseball As-
sociation, praising the efforts of the
commission since its establishment
in the 1940s and asking why a change
was needed. He called the council’s
move a “rush to judgment” and re-
called the mayor’s comments last fall
that disbanding the commission was
not on anyone’s agenda.

Mike Kloepfer, president of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Lacrosse
Club, which was formed in the past
decade, also asked why such a change
was necessary. He pointed to other
area towns that have recreation com-
missions and asked why Scotch Plains
was different. Addressing the mayor’s
claim that the ordinance contained
no significant changes beyond the
reporting structure, Mr. Kloepfer said
there was “not a lot of belief in that.”

Chris DeMaria, president of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Soccer As-
sociation, asked the council to “think
long and hard” about changing how
the township’s recreation programs
are operated. Several others also
spoke, expressing wither skepticism
or outright opposition.

Rich Duthie read aloud a petition
opposing the ordinance that he said
had collected more than 430 signa-
tures. He wondered why, a few months
after Mayor Glover’s statement that
abolishment of the commission
wasn’t on any agenda, “it’s now a
priority.” He also raised the prospect
of user fees being imposed on sports
leagues and other groups to use town-
ship recreation facilities — a move
the council has said it opposes — and
told the governing body, “I just don’t
have trust in you guys.” The mayor
said it was “the first time I’ve heard”
of the possibility of user fees and
added, “I don’t know who’s putting it
out there.”

Alexander Smith, chairman of the
local Republican Party, said the coun-
cil has the authority to fix any prob-
lems regarding communication and

coordination between the recreation
commission and other municipal de-
partment without the proposed ordi-
nance. He likened the council’s move
to “throwing the baby out with the
bath water.”

Republican Councilman Llewellyn
Jones was the sole opponent of intro-
ducing the ordinance. He said the
present structure has been “working
well for a long time,” which “puts the
bar pretty high” before the council
should take any action to change it.
He pointed out that all seven mem-
bers of the commission are appointed
by the municipal manager so there is
a “considerable amount of account-
ability already.” He also felt there
was a “substantial risk” of political
meddling by people with “big egos”
and those who “like power.” He said
the ordinance would remove the
“checks and balances between egos
and the community’s needs.”

But others on the governing body
agreed with the proposed changes.
Councilman John Del Sordi echoed
the mayor in saying that all other mu-
nicipal department heads report directly
to the manager and said no recreation
programs are being disbanded. Deputy
Mayor Colleen Gialanella said the move
was necessary in the make of what she
called “missed opportunities” due to
“poor communication” between the
commission and other township de-
partments.

Referring to the recently publicized
financial miscues at the Police Ath-
letic League in which PAL funds
were used by a township police of-
ficer for personal use before being
repaid — an incident Mrs. Gialanella
called “an embarrassment to the town-
ship” — the deputy mayor said it was
“time to tighten the reins so this
doesn’t happen again.”
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Westfield Bd. of Education

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
TAKING COMMAND … Allan Attanasio is sworn in Tuesday night by Council
President Keith Turner as Mountainside’s new police chief in a ceremony held at
the Mountainside Borough Council chambers as his wife, Nancy, and one of his
daughters stand by his side.

that there will be no games played
and that the extra hours would only
be used for practice. At the same time
Westfield High School would have
use of the 4:30 to 8 p.m. time slot and
the soccer association and lacrosse
teams would use it from 7 to 9:40
p.m. He was joined in this request by
Westfield Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann.

There would be four poles with lights
and generators, which would emit a
hum, Mr. Franks said. He also said the
gas for the generators would be bought
at a local gas station and brought to the
field, assuring the board that there would
be no truck deliveries.

Steven Aronson, president of the
soccer association, was present at the
meeting, but did not speak. Another
team that would benefit from the lights
would be the Westfield High School
track team, Mr. Franks said. Sandy
Mamary, Westfield High School ath-
letic director, also spoke in favor of
the request. The idea would be to
allow practice in the off season as
well as during the season. Mr.
Kaufmann emphasized how busy all
of the fields are.

BOE President Richard Mattessich
said the board will discuss the re-
quest at its next meeting on Tuesday,
March 3, and urged members of the
public to e-mail the board if they
have any concerns.

Mr. Mattessich announced the
board’s acceptance of the following
gifts: $371.40 from the Westfield
High School PTSO to Westfield High
School to purchase a Chrome book;
$573.69 from the Westfield High
School PTSO to purchase White
boards in memory of Raymond
Wojcik, a retired WHS fine arts
teacher who died last August; $1,000
from the Westfield Coalition for The
Arts to the Westfield High School
Band program; a gift of a $99 Apple
TV device from the Westfield Coali-
tion for the Arts to the Roosevelt
Intermediate School Art Department;
$3,000 from Mr. and Mrs. Daniel
Ives to Washington School to pur-
chase a new book and other materials
for the library, and $28,050 from an
anonymous donor to Westfield High
School to purchase 30 laptops, a
laptop cart, printers and printer sup-
plies.

In another matter, several parents
implored the board to make clear
their policy and protocol to be used
when parents and children choose to
opt out of the PARCC testing to be
done next month. While several par-
ents claimed that the testing was not
required by the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Education (NJDOE), Super-
intendent of Schools Margaret Dolan
said after checking with the NJDOE,
that it is required; however, she said
students who wished to opt out would
not be disciplined. Mr. Mattessich
took umbrage at accusations of stu-
dents being treated in a negative man-
ner because they chose to opt out.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


