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Mountainside Promotes
Attanasio to Police Chief

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Allan
Attanasio was promoted to police
chief in a ceremony held at a packed
Mountainside Borough Council
meeting Tuesday night. Officers from
the Union County Police Department,
New York Police Department
(NYPD), Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment (LAPD), and as far away as the
Aruba Police Department came out

to support their fellow police officer.
Chief Attanasio’s wife, Nancy;

daughters, Jenna and Nicole, and
mother, Carmella, were at his side as
Council President Keith Turner swore
him in as chief before a standing-
room-only council chambers at Bor-
ough Hall.

“I am confident we have the best
people in place to achieve the goals
of our department,” Chief Attanasio
said. His goals for the department
include a full review and revision of
the department’s rules and regula-
tions, general orders, policies and
procedures, and he said it would be
accomplished in two years. The de-
partment, he said, will remain com-
mitted to community outreach pro-
grams, and will use social media to
boost that outreach, maintain offic-
ers assigned to schools as school re-
source officers, continue its involve-
ment in community organizations,
continue traffic education and en-
forcement programs, and seek grants
to obtain or upgrade equipment.

“We will continue to provide the
level of service you have come to
expect from the Mountainside Police
Department,” Chief Attanasio said.

He called the department, “one of the
finest police departments in the coun-
try.”

Chief Attanasio will receive a sal-
ary of $131,160, with benefits per the
Police Benevolent Association’s con-
tract, retroactive to July 31, 2014.
Chief Attanasio became Officer in
Charge in July 2014 after Chief James
Debbie retired, and became acting
chief in October 2014. He began his
law enforcement career almost 32
years ago in Plainfield, and was hired
in Mountainside as a patrolman in
1989. The Mountainside Police De-
partment currently employs 23 offic-
ers.

Sgt. Arturo Gomez of the LAPD
met Chief Attanasio last year at Na-
tional Police Week in Washington,
D.C., and since then the two officers
have kept in touch. Sgt. Gomez said
Chief Attanasio has helped his de-
partment. “A person like that, to me,
is hard to find. He has been a gem to
us,” Sgt. Gomez told The Westfield
Leader.

Richard Kramers, chief of the K9
unit of the Aruba Police Department,
flew in with his wife to celebrate
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WRAPPING UP CAMPAIGN...Councilmen David Oliveira and Sam Della
Fera, along with Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, pictured left to right, join other
volunteers to make phone calls for the Westfield United Fund's annual cam-
paign, which wraps up on Sunday, March 1. The campaign raises money to
support local programs for people in need, including children, seniors, low-
income families, the disabled, and those with mental health needs. For more
information, go to westfieldunitedfund.org.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
BRRR… This woman tries to keep warm as she walks in downtown Westfield
on Saturday when the temperature was 5 degrees. This week’s temperatures
were the coldest in the state in 20 years.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
DANCE PARTY…The Cranford Public Library holds a dance party on
Valentine’s Day in its Raddin Room.The kids made Valentine’s hats and crafts,
then danced to some kid-friendly tunes.
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Cranford BOE Lauds Pupils
On Extracurricular Successes

By THOMAS VAN DUYNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — On Tuesday night
the Cranford school board met in the
gymnasium of Lincoln School and
passed a resolution to honor student
athletes who had “demonstrated ex-
cellence” and had been “chosen
from… many other excellent athletes
in the state of New Jersey.”

All together, 86 Cranford students
received the distinction of All Con-
ference, Mid State, or All State. Many
athletes received multiple distinc-
tions.

Board of Education President Mary
Venditti highlighted that the district
was proud of the way the school
“excelled on state, athletically” and
in the classroom. Another achieve-
ment, as Ms. Venditti said, was that
Cranford is one of five schools in
Union County with full varsity in all
of its sports, which are offered “to all
of its students.” All told, representa-
tives from football, volleyball, cross-
country, gymnastics, tennis, girls’ and

boys’ soccer and field hockey reached
the state-wide distinctions and re-
ceived certificates of congratulations
at Tuesday’s meeting. The board also
honored nine coaches.

Afterwards, the meeting was
moved from the gymnasium to the
regular board room, not needing
nearly as much space, and the board
continued to recognize extracur-
ricular activities by passing a reso-
lution of acknowledgement for the
work of the Cranford High School
(CHS) Madrigal Choir and its di-
rector, Anthony Rafaniello. Start-
ing in late November, the choir per-
formed 22 times over the holiday
season in various public settings
and charity events. The choir per-
formed a song for the meeting that
had been written by CHS alumnus
Jacob Gilbert, now studying at Co-
lumbia University, entitled “She
Opened Her Eyes.”

Mr. Rafaniello told the board, “The
arts are such a great opportunity for

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
TEAM WORK … Members of the Mountainside Police Department and their new chief,  Allan Attanasio, stand behind the
borough council following Tuesday night’s swearing-in ceremony at Borough Hall.

Garwood Teachers, BOE Set
To Meet With Mediator
By BRIAN TRUSDELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – About two dozen
teachers and their supporters — clad
in red — made a visible presence at
the board of education meeting on
Tuesday, two days before the first
scheduled meeting between union and
district officials before a mediator.

Board members listened without
comment as Garwood Education As-
sociation Co-President Tamara Benc,
who – in a nearly four-minute pre-
pared address to the board during the
public comment portion of the meet-
ing — asked the board to settle “our
contract in a fair and equitable way.”

An impasse in negotiations was
declared in October by the union,
sending the matter to mediation for
the third consecutive time. The teach-
ers’ three-year contract expired June
30, and the board and union have
failed to agree over salary and other
issues in eight months of talks.

Since New Jersey law bars teach-
ers from going on strike, the current
contract remains in force until a new
one is reached.

Much of the rest of the meeting
was devoted to routine and clerical
issues, including approving an
amendment to Superintendent Teresa
Quigley’s contract, which was ap-
proved in June. A typographical er-
ror in the bonuses paid for reaching
qualitative and quantitative goals was
discovered by the Union County Ex-
ecutive Superintendent.

The contract required correction
before it could be considered and
approved by the county.

The board approved several field
trips, including one for fifth-grade
students to the Cranford Indoor Pool
on March 7 for a D.A.R.E. Saturday

evening program; an eighth-grade
class trip to the Elizabeth County
Courthouse on Friday, March 6, and
the grade 6, 7 and 8 “select choir” to
the Kids in Concert in Long Branch
on Friday, March 13.

The board also okayed Nicole
Jacinto as a substitute teacher for the
remainder of the school year and a
pay schedule for referees and um-
pires that will compensate officials
$90 for working alone at soccer and
basketball games and $60 with a part-
ner. The rates were $75 and $60 for
baseball and softball.

The board learned that parents were
informed on Friday of when Lincoln
School students will take the Partner-
ship for Assessment of Readiness for
College and Careers (PARCC) test.

PARCC is a state-mandated stan-
dard exam that replaces the old
NJASK, essentially testing the stu-
dent on the same material, but instead
of a “paper-and-pencil” exam,
PARCC will be taken on a computer/
tablet device, with multiple ways of
answering questions.

The “Performance-based Compo-
nent Testing” will run March 2 to 6
with grades 6 and 7; continue March
9 to 13 for grade 8; have the fifth
grade taking the test March 16 to 20;
and conclude March 23 to 27 with
grades 3 and 4.

The “End-of-year Component Test-
ing” will be conducted in the same
order April 27 through May 22.

Superintendent Quigley concluded
the meeting by informing the board
and public of the passing of former
teacher Kathy Dangeleit, 63, who
retired from Lincoln School a year-
and-a-half ago after more than two
decades at the school.

BOE Discusses K-Wrap Program,
Kehler Stadium Field Lights

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of edu-
cation (BOE) on Tuesday evening
discussed an update on the kinder-
garten wrap-around program (k-
wrap) at Lincoln School, the intro-
duction of the preliminary budget,
temporary lighting at Kehler Field
and the choice to opt out of the PARCC
test.

Audrey Zavitz, principal of Lin-

coln Elementary School, spoke of
the success of the k-wrap at the school.
The program allows a student to at-
tend a morning wrap session and
then enter a regular kindergarten class
in the afternoon. Conversely, a stu-
dent can attend kindergarten in the
morning and after lunch go into a
wrap program in the afternoon.

 “The program is in its second year
and attendance has doubled and we
expect it to double for next year so we

are preparing for that now,” she said.
Students are admitted by lottery.

Board Business Administrator
Dana Sullivan gave a preliminary
budget presentation, noting that ev-
erything depends on the amount of
state aid the district will get. She said
the district expects to be notified about
the amount next week. She also sug-
gested the bond ordinance be refi-
nanced to save as much as $200,000.
She said the tax levy increase is ex-
pected to be 2 percent, plus a waiver
for health insurance. She said the
extraordinary aid is expected to be
$975,000.

“We’ve budgeted for $1 million,”
she said. The first draft, she said, was
$2.4 million over the state cap. The
board is still trying to find ways to cut
expenditures, she added.

The board is considering raising
the student activity fee for sports from
$125 to $150 and for clubs from $60
to $70, Ms. Sullivan said. The tech-
nology budget for this year is under
$2 million. The process is still ongo-
ing and no final total budget numbers
are yet available. Ms. Sullivan said
the revised budget calendar is as fol-
lows: Thursday, February 26, pos-
sible receipt of state aid; Tuesday,
March 3, public meeting for budget
discussion; Tuesday, March 17, bud-
get discussion and presentation, adop-
tion of the tentative budget; Friday,
March 20, budget due at county ex-
ecutive superintendent’s office;
Thursday, April 23, advertisement of
public hearing to appear in The
Westfield Leader, and Tuesday, April
28, public hearing and adoption of
final budget.

Peter Franks, a trustee of the
Westfield Soccer Association, asked
the board to allow temporary lights to
be used at Kehler Field in order for
the Westfield Soccer Association and
the lacrosse teams to practice from
mid-March through April. He stressed


