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CRANFORD — The township’s
2015 departmental budget re-
view continued Tuesday at the
township committee conference
session held prior to the official
meeting. The health department
and TV-35 discussed each of their
department’s budgets with the
committee members.

The health department salary
remains flat, Monika Koscova-
Jencik, registered environmen-
tal health specialist, told the com-
mittee. The department is in need
of a new copier and the low bid
came in at $5,000, she said. The
Environmental Commission has
a budget of $3,500, she said.

Ed Davenport of TV-35 said the
station’s budget, “has stayed
mostly the same.” The mainte-
nance and repair budget totals
$130,221 and is used for repairs
of cameras, tape machines and
other equipment. An additional
cost of $1,500 for access to the
Omni music library that safe-
guards against copyright in-
fringement and offers 25,000
songs for the channel to use for
its broadcast was included in the
budget. Also, $2,800 is an an-
nual fee for broadcasts to be
made available on the pay chan-
nel as an on demand option for
TV viewers. “We had to add
$12,000 to get our radio station
back on the air,” Mr. Davenport
said. “We need it for emergency
backup.”

During the official meeting, the
committee passed the rescind-
ing of an ordinance that estab-
lishes a conservation utility.

“This does not impact the con-
servation center, the environ-
mental commission or the green
team,” Mayor Andis Kalnins said.

The committee also passed
three ordinances that will re-
strict parking on a portion of

South Union Avenue as a means
to deter long-term parking by
commuters. There will be a time
restriction between Washington
and Christopher Street on South
Union Avenue between 9 a.m.
and noon, Commissioner Mary
O’Connor said.

Adjustments to the salaries of
the police chief and the assistant
chief financial officer (CFO) were
made in the adoption of an ordi-
nance fixing salaries and wages.
The salary range for the police
chief is between $148,000 and
$174,803, and the CFO is be-
tween $53,657 and $73,000.A
resolution that authorizes an
amendment to the township com-
mittee bylaws was passed by a
vote of 4-to-1, with Commis-
sioner Tom Hannen, Jr. opposing
the amendment.

Zoning Officer to Recommend
Changes to Land Dev. Ord.
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CRANFORD — Township Zon-
ing Officer Robert Hudak has rec-
ommended amending the land
development ordinance the plan-
ning board signed off on and
township committee passed in
December. Mr. Hudak is to make
his final recommendations to the
township council Monday at the
workshop meeting.

Within the ordinance, building
coverage maximums were
added. Since the ordinance was
passed, he said most of the homes
in Cranford are non-conforming
in building coverage. This would
mean any construction to a home
would need a variance sought
and would burden the taxpayer
and the zoning board.

“If all these houses are non-
conforming…their houses are
worthless then. That is a big
issue,” Mr. Hudak said at the
Cranford Planning Board’s Feb-
ruary 4 meeting.

Building coverage is the per-
centage of the lot area covered
by a home or attached garage,
Mr. Hudak said. This is different
from lot coverage, which includes
building coverage and impervi-

ous surfaces such as driveways.
“I think we need to recognize

our issues with flooding and im-
pervious surface…What we need
to be concerned about is imper-
vious surface,” Board Vice-Chair-
woman Lynda Feder said.

In 2009, the township had con-
cerns with McMansions being built
on small properties and changes
to lot coverage were put in place
to “severely curtail develop-
ment,” Mr. Hudak said.

Mr. Hudak said he is still inves-
tigating the matter. He will
present his recommended
changes to the percentages of
building coverage in the various
residential zones at Monday’s
council meeting.

During the public portion of last
Wednesday’s planning board
meeting, resident Frank Krause
again brought up his issue with
the North Avenue corridor. He
has concerns with how the board
of adjustment has approved ap-
plications for two new banks: In-
vestors Savings Bank, to be built
next to the Rustic Mill Diner, and
Two River Bank, on the corner of
Lincoln and North Avenues. He
believes the front-yard setbacks
are too shallow and that there is
a public-safety issue with ingress
and egress of traffic to the banks.
He had previously addressed the
township committee and plan-
ning board on these issues.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
BUDGET TALKS … Cranford Fire Department Captain Andy Stratton gave a
presentation Monday to the township committee regarding staffing of the fire
department.

“I think this ordinance is rather
broad and I would not want to
see this used for a bludgeon or
attack on any commissioner,”
Mr. Hannen said.

“The conflict of interest law is a
statutory law…,” Deputy Mayor
Lisa Adubato said.

The resolution prohibits com-
missioners who have a conflict of
interest on a certain matter to be
in the room during discussion of
that particular matter, Ms.
Adubato said. She said in the
past it was unclear that when a
conflict of interest was present if
that person should be privy to
the discussions of the matter. “It
is a simple clarification,” she
added.

“By leaving the room, we elimi-
nate the appearance of conflict,”
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Cranford Budget Review Continues;
Parking Restrictions Passed

The Cameos to Perform
At Gran Centurions

CLARK – The Cameos, New
Jersey's favorite oldies group,
will appear at The Gran Centuri-
ons, 440 Madison Hill Road, Clark
on Friday, March 13.

The dinner show will open at 7
p.m. featuring a deluxe buffet,
dessert, wine, beer, and soda.
Cash bar is available.

This event is sponsored by
UNICO, the largest Italian Ameri-
can service organization in the
nation.

For information or tickets call
(908) 337-0141.
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