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ULTIMATE SACRIFICE... Cranford Police remembered Patrolman Robert F.
Hand, yesterday, February 11th, 40 years after he was killed in the line-of-duty
during a motor vehicle pursuit.

CRANFORD — The Cranford Po-
lice Department remembered Pa-
trol Robert F. Hand yesterday and
the sacrifice that he made 40 years
ago on February 11, 1975 when
he was killed in the line of duty
during a motor vehicle pursuit.

The car that Patrolman Hand
was chasing was driven by an
18-year-old Rahway resident.
The chase began in Cranford and
continued onto Westfield Avenue
in Clark, where the officer lost
control of his car and crashed
into the storefront of a glass and
mirror shop. The 18-year-old
driver of the car that Patrolman
Hand was chasing was arrested
in Rahway several minutes after
the crash. Patrolman Hand was
taken to Rahway Hospital where
he was pronounced dead. Patrol-

man Hand left behind a wife and
four young children.

Patrolman Hand was nicknamed
‘The Senator’ because he was
known to stop and talk to all of
the store owners , shoppers, and
everyone else who he saw on his
beat. His peers would joke that it
would take him half of his shift to
walk just one block because of
his desire to help people and
start conversations with every-
one he saw.

Cranford Police Chief James
Wozniak said, “Patrolman Hand
could have written a book on
community policing. His desire
to give back to the community
wasn’t something that anyone
could teach; it was a gift that
came very natural to him.”

Patrolman Hand was an Air
Force veteran who served in the
Korean Conflict and he received
an honorable discharge in 1950.
He was sworn in as a Cranford
patrolman in 1956 and received
numerous commendations dur-
ing his 19-year career. In 1968
he was issued a commendation
for breaking up a large scale
narcotics ring that resulted in the
arrest of 10 drug dealers, and in
1969 he was commended for
arresting a child sex offender.

Patrolman Hand was active in
the Cranford Elks Lodge and VFW
Post 335 and had been elected
by his fellow officers to serve as
president of the Cranford P.B.A.

Uniformed Cranford officers
wore black mourning bands yes-
terday, February 11, across their
badges in remembrance of their
fallen brother.

“Officer Hand is nothing short
of a legend within the Cranford
Police Department, and this week
we will take time to remember
his service to our country, his
dedication to our community, and
the sacrifice that he and his fam-
ily made 40 years ago,” Chief
Wozniak said.

Officer Hand Remembered
By Cranford Police Dept.between the two, with Mr.

Mathieu calling for the
policemen’s contract to be
changed and an exasperated Ms.
Todisco claiming it would be irre-
sponsible to vote against the
measure.

“Whether we agree or not, I
don’t want to waste the taxpay-
ers’ money,” she said.

When Mr. Mathieu shot back
that someone has to speak up for
the taxpayer, Councilwoman Ann
Tarantino snapped back from the
other side of the dais: “We are
standing up for the taxpayer.”

The measure passed 4-to-1.
In the work session, the council

once more discussed the three
remaining encroachments on the
Recreation and Sports Complex
from private homes.

As building and grounds chair-
man, Mr. Mathieu approached all
three home owners and gave the
council a rundown on the status,
telling the council that two of the

three made reasonable requests
of the borough.

The owner at 116 Myrtle Av-
enue asked that the property
line be delineated again so she
could understand where it is, and
the owner at 119 Willow Avenue
requested that if a fence was to
be removed and replaced prop-
erly on the line that both actions
be done on the same day for her
dog.

However, the owner at 167
Myrtle, identified by Mr. Mathieu
as Kenneth Higney, is disputing
the borough’s claims and indi-
cated he would seek counsel if
the town sought to enforce its
claim.

“We have our survey,” Mr.
Renaud said. “He provided the
same survey that showed the
same encroachment.”

Councilman Bill Nierstedt sug-
gested moving ahead with the
undisputed properties, and the
council deferred on the third while

Services Held for Teen
Killed in Warinanco Crash

CRANFORD — A funeral Mass
was held Monday for a 16-year-
old Cranford High School student
who was killed February 3rd in a
car crash in Warinanco Park.

Justin Juzefyk was the passen-
ger in a 2003 Honda CRV when it
struck a light pole and then a tree
on the passenger side, according
to a NJ Advance Media report.

He was taken by county EMS to
University Hospital in Newark and
died around 2:30 a.m., accord-
ing to the report. The accident
occurred about a quarter-mile
from the Warinanco ice kating
rink around 8:30 p.m., after the
conclusion of the 6:45 p.m.
Cranford-Summit hockey game,
according to the report.

The car’s 17-year-old driver

survived the crash with only mi-
nor injuries. His name has not
been released. Union County
spokesman Seb D’Elia said the
Union County Police are investi-
gating the accident.

According to his obituary, Jus-
tin was a junior at Cranford High
School with an interest in pho-
tography and was a member of
the Cranford swim team. A
candlelight vigil was held in his
memory on February 4.

Justin is survived by his par-
ents, Steven Juzefyk and Theresa
Gambino; a sister, Halley Juzefyk,
and his grandparents.

Dooley Funeral Home in Cranford
handled funeral arrangements.
The funeral was held at St. John
the Apostle Church in Clark.
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Council OKs New Boiler, Spares over Ret. Sgt. Pay
Mr. Renaud researched an ordi-
nance that would enable the town
to place a lien on the property.

In other issues, Traffic Commit-
tee Chairwoman Mrs. Tarantino
informed the borough that due to
mounting complaints over the
years regarding speeding vehicles
on Fourth Avenue, the police de-
partment was looking into ob-
taining grants to erect “radar feed-
back” signs. The devices detect a
car’s speed and flash it at the
drivers, intending to get those
over the limit to slow down.

Chief Underhill said at the meet-
ing that speed bumps were an
option, but he considered them a
“drastic start” that came with
maintenance costs. He also ex-
pressed concern that it would
force traffic onto North Avenue
and through the Lincoln School
zone.


