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get presentations, during public
comment, resident Jim Ander-
son of Walnut Avenue requested
the township delineate driveway
access by painting a yellow box
on the street on Walnut Avenue
across from the community cen-
ter. Users of the community cen-
ter typically park on the street
instead of in the parking lot, he
said, and cars will park in front of
the driveways along homes span-
ning 213 Walnut Avenue and 227
Walnut Avenue, he said.

“We will follow up on this,”
Mayor Kalnins said. “I’m sup-
portive of it.”

Township Engineer Carl O’Brien
and Kevin Nollstadt, an engineer
with Hatch Mott MacDonald
(HMM), presented an update on
Phase 2B, which ties the storm
drains into the Riverside Drive
pump station, and Phase 5 for
the Northeast Quadrant
Stormwater Management
Project. Phase 5 provides for ad-
ditional interior drainage im-
provements along the west side
of the Rahway River. The drain-
age improvements are to include
a stormwater pumping station,
express sewer system, and col-
lector storm sewer system, ac-
cording to the HMM website.

The township retained HMM to
develop a comprehensive plan for
improvements to reduce the fre-
quency of flooding in the Northeast
Quadrant of the Township of Cran-
ford, according to HMM’s website.

“Phase 2B is designed and ready

to be submitted,” Mr. O’Brien
said. The deadline to submit the
paperwork to the New Jersey
Environmental Infrastructure
Trust (NJEIT) for the loan appli-
cation is Monday, March 2. Phase
5 has yet to be designed and will
not be ready for the March 2
deadline, Mr. O’Brien said.

The cost estimate for Phase 2B
and Phase 5 are between $10
million and $12 million, Township
Administrator Terence Wall said.
NJEIT offers no- and low-interest
loans over a 20-year period, ac-
cording to the NJEIT website.

HMM laid out four potential lo-
cations for the pump station that
is to be built for Phase 5. Mr.
Nollstadt said HMM is recom-
mending the pump station be
located in a lot on Park Drive.
Phase 5 is addressing flooding
issues in low areas in the flood
zone such as Balmiere Parkway,
Hampton Road, West End and
Park Drive, Mr. Nollstadt said.

The express sewer would col-
lect stormwater and discharge it
to the Rahway River, he said.

Mr. O’Brien also said he applied
for a $20,000 grant for i-Tree
software that will map the trees
in the township and assess each
tree as good, bad or indifferent.
The last tree inventory was con-
ducted in 1999, Mr. Wall said.

Two major permits were received
for the North Avenue Train Station
Plaza Pedestrian Improvements
Project and will be submitted to
the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection, Mr.
O’Brien said. The project paid partly
by grant funds is for beautification
of the North Avenue train station,
as well as creating safe traffic
patterns for pedestrian, vehicular
and bus traffic, Mr. O’Brien said.
Commissioner Thomas Hannen,
Jr. asked how many parking spots
will be lost, and Mr. O’Brien said he
would find out.

Detective Matthew Nazzaro of
the Cranford Police Department
gave an update on his role as the

School Resource Officer (SRO), a
newly created position. The SRO
is present in each of the schools in
the township to act as a mentor to
the students and to work with the
principals to assess the needs
and problem areas in each school.
The SRO heads up Project Alert,
which has replaced the DARE pro-
gram in the schools. The SRO is
also involved in many other safety
aspects of the schools.

In committee reports, Commis-
sioner Robert D’Ambola proposed
adding a new ordinance that re-
quires all cars to be removed
from parking on the street when
the roads are snow covered to
allow for the plow trucks to clear
the roadways.

PSE&G has said it will knock
down the substation on South
Avenue and replace it with one
directly in front of it, thereby
moving the parking lot behind
the new substation. Mayor
Kalnins said the township rec-
ommended that PSE&G raise the
building to one foot above the
500-year storm floodwaters.

Council OKs New Boiler,
Spars Over Retiring Sgt. Pay

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough Council
members approved funds, Tues-
day night, for the emergency
replacement of the cast iron boiler
at Borough Hall, OK’d the hiring
of a replacement police officer
and then sparred over 2015 va-
cation/sick payments to a retir-
ing officer.

The 32-year-old boiler gave out
Monday morning, necessitating
the emergency repairs by
Cranford Plumbing and Heating
of Garwood that afternoon-
evening. Two bids were received
within hours, according to Coun-
cilman Jim Mathieu, the build-
ings and grounds committee
chairman — one for $11,385 by
Cranford Plumbing and another
for $10,500 by a company he did
not name.

Department of Public Works Su-
perintendent Fred Corbitt rec-
ommended that Cranford Plumb-

ing be authorized to do the re-
pairs due to the relative similar-
ity of the bids, his familiarity with
the company and Cranford
Plumbing’s familiarity with the
Borough Hall heating system.
After consulting with Mayor
Charles Lombardo, the building
and grounds committee approved
the work.

The council also voted to allow
Police Chief Bruce Underhill to
hire Garwood native Valerio
Zuena, 32, who now lives in
Springfield, as a probationary
patrolman and numerical re-
placement on the force for Sgt.
Mario Morelli, who retired Janu-
ary 31 after 25 years.

Mr. Zuena, who has served as a
deputy sheriff with the Essex
County Sheriff’s Department, will
begin Monday.

Both resolutions passed unani-
mously, 5-to-0, with Councilman
Mike Martin absent.

But Mr. Mathieu balked at an
item originally on the consent
agenda, authorizing $34,305.81
to Sgt. Morelli for vacation, holi-
days, sick time, personal time
and other hours for 2015.

He criticized the payment, say-
ing that officers that work one
day into a calendar year are paid
an entire year’s vacation and off
time for “not working.”

“It erodes the faith in the po-
lice,” he said. “Our police should
be paid and paid well, but this is
gaming the system.”

After rhetorically asking Bor-
ough Attorney Bob Renaud what
the likely consequence would be
if the council voted not to autho-
rize the payment, Councilwoman
Sara Todisco said the money
being paid to Sgt. Morelli was a
contract provision and denial
would almost assuredly result in
a lawsuit the borough would lose.

This sparked a terse exchange
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TRY MY PRODUCTS... Shoppers sample the wares from Cranford’s Atlantic
Beach Soap Company, a vendor at Saturday’s kickoff of the winter indoor
artisan market at the Cranford Community Center.

Modern Living Game Is Changer in Fighting Fires

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE


